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ADVERTISEMENT. 


It  was  6riglnally  iatendcd  that  the  Papers 
contained  in  the  Appendix  fhould  be  placed 
in  the  different  Volumes,  according  to  the 
references ;  but  from  the  variety  in  the  length 
of  thofe  Papers  it  was  afterwards  thought  proper, 
in  order  to  preferve  a  uniformity  of  fizc  in  the 
Volumes,  to  throw  them  together  at  the  end  of  the 
work.  Previous  to  this  determination,  a  refer- 
ence had  been  made,  page  57,  to  one  of  the 
notes  at  the  end  of  the  firft  Volume,  as  if  it 
were  in  the  i/Vpipeft^afj '*Jbat:Afc 
ferve,  that  there  aye  tnat  f wo  .iu)tes  at  the  end  of 
the  firft  Volume;  abi.ihat*  this  reference  is  to 
the  note,  and  not  ttti^^pjiGjiljix,  the  references 
to  which  will  be'fou'nd  numbered  in  the  fucceed* 
ing  pages. 

The  Tranflator  takes  the  opportunity  of  this 

Advertifement  to  apologife  for  the  admiflion  of 

French  terms  into  the  body  of  the  work.    Al- 
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VI  ADVERTISEMENT. 

though  fenfible  of  the  copioufnefs  of  the  Englifh 
language,  and  of  the  fault  of  admitting  words 
that  can  be  tranflated^  he  has  been  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  ufing  the  French  expreffions  received  in 
converfadon,  in  order  to  avoid  an  awkwardnefs 
of  phrafeology.  He  alludes  to  fuch  phrafes  as 
Tier 5^E tat,  Cote-Droit,  Cote^Gauche,  Brigands,  lari'- 
tern  for  the  lamp-iron,  and  others,  which  the  pe- 
culiar events  of  the  age  feem  to  have  naturalifed. 
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X  HESE  Annals,  far  from  being  a  fequel  of  the 
Private  Memoirs  which  I  have  already  publifhed, 
fire  the  chief  work  from  which  I  extraSed  thp 
chapters  that  form  thofe  Memoirs.  I  was  aware 
of  the  inconvenience  and  imputatiqn  to  which  I 
fubjeded  myfelf,  by  offering  to  the  public  fome 
unconneQed  chapters  which  did  not  form  a 
whole;  but  infuperable  obftacles  at  that  time 
prevented  the  publication  of  the  entire  work.— r 
Many  of  the  chapters  remained  unfinifhed,  from 
my  inability  to  procure  all  the  original  papers  I 
wifhed  to  add  to  them  :  befides,  I  pould  find  no 
bookfeller  who  would  undertake  to  print,  on  his 
own  account,  feven  large  volumes,  upon  a  fub- 
jed  which  bad  already  employed  the  pen  pf  fo 
piany  writers,  and  I  could  not  myfelf  be  at  thp 
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expence  of  the  publication.  I  might  indeed  have 
poftponed  it,  but  I  thought  it  incumbent  upon  me 
to  produce  it*  The  profound  veneration  I  felt 
for  the  virtues  of  Louis  XVI.  would  not  fuffer 
me  to  bear  long  the  atrocious  calumnies  which 
his  affaffins  were  ftill  venting  againft  him.  I 
(hould  have  confidered  myfelf  as  their  accom- 
plice, if,  while  it  was  in  my  power  by  incon* 
lettable  faQs  to  repel  the  odious  charges  with 
which  they  laboured  to  ftain  the  memory  of  that 
unfortunate  Monarch,  I  had  not  battened  to  etta- 
blifh  thofe  fafts,  by  publifliing  them  in  the  life- 
time of  all  the  perfons  interetted  to  contradiQ 
them,  and  by  defying  them  to  overturn  my  tef- 
timony.  Although  I  did  not  fear  their  objeftions, 
it  was  my  part  to  challenge  them  ;  and  the  filence 
they  have  preferved  for  two  years  after  that  chal- 
lenge, may  doubtlefs  be  conlidered  as  a  formal 
acknowledgement  of  the  accuracy  of  my  ftatc- 
ments. 

Thefe  were  the  motives  that  aQuated  me  in 
dividing  my  work  into  two  parts.  The  one, 
compofed  chiefly  of  details  in  which  I  was  my- 
felf principally  concerned,  or  of  faSs  known 
only  to  the  perfons  whom  I  have  mentioned,  was 
that  which  I  thought  fliould  appear  the  firft,  and 
to  which  alone  the. title  o?  Private  Memoirs  was 
fuitable  :  the  other  is  a  faithful  account  of  the 
principal  events  of  the  French  Revolution,  fuch 

as 
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ts  they  pafled  under  my  own  eyes,  for  I  was 
witnefs  to  almofl;  all  of  them.  I  have  added  fe« 
veral  interefting  anecdotes  little  known,  of  which 
I  had  it  in  my  power  to  be  exaSly  informed,  and 
fome  of  which  have  been  altered  or  exaggerated 
by  the  writers  of  different  parties. 

This  fecond  part  will  have  no  chafms  in  the 
Hiftory,  and  will  fupply  thofe  which  have  been 
obferved  in  the  firft.  There  might  have  been 
fome  reafon  to  find  fault  with  them,  had  I  not 
precluded  it  by  publifhing  that  part,  only  as 
"  Private  Memoirs  relative  to  the  laft  year  of 
"  the  reign  of  Louis  XVI,'*  and  not  to  the /our 
preceding  years.  This  Chronological  Account^ 
and  thofe  Memoirs,  make  a  complete  Hiftory  of 
the  Revolution,  from  its  commencement  to  the 
death  of  the  King.  I  have  omitted  all  the  dif- 
cuffions^  of  uninterefting  details,  idle  talk,  war 
of  words,  infults,  and  miferable  quirks,  which 
have  often  confumed  whole  Sittings  of  thofe  Af- 
femblies,  of  which  the  majority  of  the  fpeakers 
confifted  of  indifferent  advocates  and  country 
pettifoggers.  Nor  have  I  admitted  that  immenfe 
number  of  Decrees,  the  voluminous  and  undi- 
gefted  colleftion  of  which  can  only  be  preferved 
as  a  monument  of  ignorance,  contradiftion, 
phrenfy,  injuftice,  and  abfurdity.  I  have  thought  it 
enough  to  mention  the  moft  remarkable  of  them, 
by  reporting  their  chief  tendencies.  I  have 
been  particularly  folicitous  to  give  a  very  exa£l 
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account  of  all  the  important  fa3s.  If  they  prci* 
fent  a  juft  idea  of  the  Revolution,  and  its  caufes^ 
principles  and  eflFeSs,  and  of  the  charaQer  and 
views  of  its  authors,  I  have  attained  the  end  | 
propofcd. 
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FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 


INTRODUCTION^ 


Containing  a  concife  View  of  the  French  Re-^ 

volution,  or  rather  of  the  different  Re- 

volutions  that  have  taken  place  in  France 

fince  the  Meeting  of  the  lajt  States-General. 

It  has  been  the  grand  objedt  of  alraofl 
all  the  writers  upon  the  French  Revolution, 
in  their  inquiries,  compilations,  and  argu- 
ments, to  prove  that  it  is  fimilar  to  the  Re- 
VtfL.  L  B  volutions 
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volutions  that  have  happened  in  other  coun- 
tries ;  and  chiefly  to  that  which  took  place 
in  England,  in  the  reign  of  JCharles  the 
Firft. 

Some  have  employed  their  pens  to  ridi- 
.  cule  the  vain  boaftings  and  arrogated  talents 
of  the  condudlors  of  the  Revolution  in 
France,  by  fhewing  that  they  are  only  fer- 
vilc  imitators  of  preceding  Revolutions, 
with  tiiis  difference,  •  that  they  have  polluted 
theirs  with  crimes  more  atrocious,  and  infi- 
nitely more  numerous.  Others  endeavour  to 
fupport  the  courage  and  the  hopes  of  the 
Royalifts,  by  referring  them  to  the  re-efta- 
blifliment  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart  upon  the 
throne  of  England,  as  an  infallible  proto- 
type of  an  approaching  re-eftablifhment  of 
the  houfe  of  Bourbofi. 

But  however  ingenious  thefe  analogies 
may  be,  fliey  are  always  inaccurate,  and 
more  calculated  than  they  at  firft  appear  to 
be,  to  ftrengthen  the  tyranny  urider  which 
France  at  prcfent  groans.  They  tend,  in 
fadl,  but  to  confirm  the  apathy  of  th^fuf- 
fcring  nation,  and  the  deplorable  fecurity.dT 
all  thofe  countries  that  have  reafon  to  dread 
the  dcfpotifm  of  tlie  oppreffors*  /  :  i  , 
*    The  French  may  fay :  **  If  our  R,cvolu- 

.  **  tion 
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*•  tion  be  fimilar  to  all  others,  it  will  have  a 
**  termination,  as  all  others  have  had.  The 
•*  monarchy  will  ere  long  be  reTeftablifhed, 
•*  without  our  incurring  ffefh  dangers  toac- 
^'  celerate  its  reftoration.  We  (hall  at.  leaft 
**  have  a  wife  and  juft  government,  f|ifE- 
**  eiently  powerful  to  protect  our  perfons 
••  and  properties.  Let  us  remain  quiet,  let 
*  *  us  have  patience,  perhaps  the  end  of  all 
**  our  calamities  is  at  hand.'* 

Other  nations  tnay  argue  in  like  maimer  : 
**  Why  (hould  we  difturb  ourfelves  about 
•*  this  Revolution  ?  It  will  have  no  more 
**  efFe(ft  upon  us  than  all  thofe  to  which  it 
**  is  fimilaf  have  had.  What  is  it  to  us 
**  whether  or  not  the  Government  of  France 
**  be  more  or  lefs  ftable — more  or  lefs  atro- 
•*  cious?  whether  or  not  its  commerci^be 
•*  deftroyed,  its  manufadlories  ruined  ? — 
•*  Our  wealth  will  increafe  by  the  wreck  of 
"  theirs,  and  we  fhall  haVe  the  greater  rea- 
**  fon  to  love  the  Government  under  which 
''  we  live.** 

Inftead  then  of  propagating  or  upholding 
fuch  errors,  would  it  not  be  far  more  uf<?- 
ful  thoroughly  to  convince  the  French  that 
their  Revolution  is  not  fimilar,  either  in  its 
principles  or  effential  qualities,   to  any  of 
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thoFc  ihit  halve  gone  before  it?  that,  ikt 
from  being  able  to  efFed  its  own  termina- 
tion, it  has  a  tetidency  to  perj^etuate  itfelf, 
nhder  different  forms,  more  or  Icfs  difaf- 
trous,  until  thofe  who  feel  its  bppreffion 
fhall  uiiite  to  put  an  end  to  it ;  or  until  the 
fucceffive  murders,  tranfpk)rtations,  and  rob-* 
beries  of  every  proprietor,  ftiflirig  all  fpirif 
6f  property,  all  fentinient  of  patriotifm, 
fhall  reduce  the  land,  uncultivated  and  Un- 
|)c6j^led,  to  a  mere  hauHt  for  hordes  of  rob^ 
bers,  and  make  it  an  eafy  prey  to  the  firft 
Po^^r  that  (hall  choofe  to  feize  upon  it  ? 

Would  it  liot  be  more  material,  at  the 
iante  tinie,  to  demonftrate  to  all  Kings,  all 
tjOVernments,  all  Proprietors  in  every  coun- 
try, that  the  fole  and  neceflary  plan  of  the 
prefent  defpotifm  in  France  is  to  complete 
throughout  Europe  a  general  fubverfion  of 
the  very  foundations  of  fecial  ofder,  of  the 
principles  of  civilization,  and  to  invade  all 
.  property  ?  that  they  are  all  confequently 
ftill  more  intetefted  than  France  herfelf  to 
put  a  ftopv  by  every  means  yet  remaining  in 
-their  poweT^,  to  this   horrible  Revolution^ 

*  I  do  not  mean  to  fay^  nor  do  1  thitikj  that  there  rc- 
.mam  man/i 

which 
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which  ftalks  towards  them  with  gigantic 
ftridcs  5 .  and  which,  fooncr  or  later,  will* 
bring  down  upon  them  thofe  calamities^  of 
which  it  is  now  clear  that  we  *fe  but  the 
fptrlieft  viiSims  ?  for  already  have  feyeral  na- 
tions fhared  our  fate,  and  ovpr  every  other 
^ocs  it  evidently  hang. 

I  fay,  fuch  is  the  fole  and  neceflary  plan 
of  the  Dircftory,  becaufe,  in  fa(£l,  it  isby^ 
that  alone  they  can  command  thofe  violent 
means,  of  which  they  are  continually  in 
need,  to  preferve  their  power,  or  even  their 
«xiftencc;  They  talk,  and  will  c(»tinue  tQ 
falk  of  peace,  in  all  their  proclamations/ 
becaufe  it  is  the  cry  throughout  France  j 
but  they  neither  do,  nor  can  dcfire,  nor 
will  they  ever  make  a  general,  fincere,  an4 
iafting  one;  for  they  cannot  but  be  aware, 
that  their  Government,  now  detefted  by  the 
whole  nation,  the  plunderers  only  excepted, 
would  never  bear  the  tcft  of  that  fyftem  of 
juftice,  order,  and  moderation,  which  peace 
would  compel  them  to  eftablifli.  Even 
truces  would  be  fatal  to  them;  for  thofe 
that  have  taken  place  within  the  laft  two 
years  have  all  been  marked  by  internal  com- 
motions, more  or  lefs  alarming  to  them. 
Pefides,  war  and   the  revolutionary  fyftem 
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arc  the  only  meftns  of  power  left  them, 
the  only  refource  of  finance  they  have  re- 
maining; and  thofe  furnifti  them  with  ar- 
mies fo  numerous  as  to  extend  conquefts 
and  revolutions  abroad,  and  fecure  fubjec- 
tion  at  home.  They  apparently  authorife 
thofe  enormous  contributions  levied  on  the 
countries  they  conquer  or  throw  into  a  Hate 
of  Revolution,  thofe  forced  loans,  thofe  exac- 
tions of  every  kind,  by  which  they  obtain 
the  immcnfe  fupplies  that  they  find  neceflary 
to  fatisfy  the  avidity  of  all  their  agents,  to 
pay  for  crimes  committed  by  the  robbers  in 
their  fervice,  and  to  cover  their  own  Iharc 
of  the  general  plunder. 

Thefe  are  the  invariable  truths  that  caii* 
not  be  too  often  repeated,  and  which  fhould 
be  rung  through  almoft  all  the  cabinets  of 
Europe;  for  thofe  of  St.  James's  and  Pe- 
terfburg  are  perhaps  the  only  ones  that  have 
been  fenfible  of  them*.     They  are  too  im.. 

*  Gratitude  and  truth  make  It  my  duty  to  tcftify 
likewife,  that  Eogland  and  Ruilia  are  the  only  States  of 
Europe  where  the  French  Emigrants  have  found  an 
afylum,  and  honourable  relief.  George  III.  and 
Paul  I.  feem  to  have  taken  on  themfelves  alone  the  care 
of  difcharging  the  debt  of  Royalty  to  the  noble  vidims 
pf  its^aufe. 

portant 
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portant  not  to  be  unfolded  more  circumftan- 
tially. 

It  will  always  be  veryeafy  to  find  in  every 
Revolution  fome  points  bearing  a  refem- 
blance  to  other  Revolutions,  becaufe  the 
tactics  of  the  Revolutions  of  Empires  ha[ve 
ever  been,  and  ever  will  be  the  fanrej  ac- 
cording to  their  extent,  the  nature  of  their 
Government,  the  degree  of  their  civiliza- 
tion, and  other  circiimftances.  The  fajne  ob- 
fervations  occur  on  the  caufes  of  thofc  Revo- 
lutions ;  it  is  always  feen  that  they  are  to  be 
imputed  to  the  weaknefs  of  the  perfon  or 
pcrfons  in  whofe  hands  the  Government  is 
placed,  except  when  they  are  excited  by. a 
neighbouring  nation,  and  fuppprted  by  its 
armies. 

As  the  folution  of  the  problem,  of  th^ 
greater  number  fubmitting  to  the  fmailer^ 
refults  from  the  examination  of  every  Go- 
vernment, it  muft  thence  neceffarily  follow, 
that  there  exifts  in  all  States  a  ijatural  and  in- 
variable tendency  towards  a  revolution,  and 
that  it  always  breaks  out  when  the  parties 
governing  lofe  the  force  requifite  to  pimifli 
the  refiftance,  and  to  prevent  the  infurredtipn, 
of  the  parties  governed.     . 

Thefe  truths  are  fo  evident,  that  the  proofs 
B4  of 
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of  them  arc  to  be  found  in  the  hiflory  of  all 
revolutions,  ancient  or  modern;  but  in  none 
Ihall  we  find  the  effential  qualities,  qualities 
too  little  attended  to,  which  diftinguifli  the 
French  Revolution  from  all  others;  and 
which,  while  they  explain  the  caufes  of  its 
horrible  atrocioufnefs,  and  the  phenomenon 
^  of  its  duration,  elude  the  reach  of  human 
conjed:ure  as  to  the  crifis  of  its  termination, 
and  the  order  of  things  by  which  it  will  be 
fucceeded,  previous  to  the  unavoidable  re- 
eftablifliment  of  Monarchy. 

Hitherto  all  Revolutions  were  at  an  end 
as  foon  as  the  removal,  or  ufurpation,  of  the 
f upreme  power  was  completely  efFeded ;  and 
the  deftrudlioa  of  the  former  Government 
was  immediately  followed  by  the  eftablilh* 
ment  of  another^  more  or  lefs  defpotic,  but 
fettled,  vigorous,  and  abfolute.  In  France, 
on  the  contrary,  w^e  have  feen  a  Revolution, 
or  rather  a  feries  pf  Revolutions,  take  place, 
without  being  followed  by  a  ftable  and  re- 
gular Goverriment,  although  at  every  change 
the  former  fupreme  power  was  completely 
iirperfedcd.  So  that,  although  our  unhappy 
country  has  been  overflowed  with  fo  much 
blood,  and  tainted  with  fo  many  crimes,  it 
is  not  to  a  fingle  Revolution  they  are  to  be 

*  charged. 
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charged,  but  to^  five  fucceflive  ones :  and 
who  can  fay  to  how  many  more  it  may  be 
expofed  ?  how  many  remaining  heads  there 
are  of  this  Revolutionary  Hydra,  which 
preys  upon  it?  who  (hall  ftrike  off  the 
laft?  Such  are  the  charadteriftics  by  which 
no  other  Revolution  is  marked ;  but  no  one 
has  yet  pointed  out  or  inquired  into  the 
reafon  of  this  difference. 

Popular  infurredlions,  and  an  army,  have 
hitherto  been  the  ufual  means,  or  chief  in- 
ilruments,  of  every  Revolution ;  but  thoiein* 
furredtions  beirtg  of  the  moft  ignorant  and 
unthinking  clafs  of  the  people  were  always 
fomented  by  a  certain  number  of  fa^^iouft 
men,  devoted  to,  and  dependent  upon,  fome 
ambitious  chief,  daring,  brave,  of  militarjr 
talents,  Ible  and  abfolute  condudor  of  evcfy 
ftep  of  the  revolt,  and  matter  of  all  the  means 
of  the  infurredion.  In  the  hands  of  this 
chief,  the  foldiers,  or  people  armed,  wer^ 
but  machines;  which  he  fet  in  motion  or 
reftrained  according  to  his  pleafure,  and  of 
which  he  always  made  ufe  to  put  an  end  to 
revolutionary  diforders  and  crimes,  as  foon 
as  the  dbje<3:  of  the  Revolution  was  gained. 
So  Ccefar  and  Cromwell^  after  they  had 
ufurped  the  fupreme  power,  loft  no  time  in 
'  •  fecuring 
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fecuring  it  to  thcmfelvcs,  by  placing  it  on 
the  bafis  of  a  wife  and  well-regulated  go- 
vernment ;  and  they  employed  in  quelling 
the  troubles  that  had  favoured  their  ufur- 
pation,  thofc  very  legions,  that  fame  army, 
which  they  had  ufed  to  excite  them. 

This  was  not  the  cafe  in  France:  there, 
the  Revolution,  or  rather  the.  firft  of  thofe 
it  experienced,  and  of  which  the  others 
were  the  inevitable  confequence,  was  not, 
whatever  be  fuppofed,  the  refuU  of  a  con- 
/piracy,  or  preconcerted  plan,  to  overturn 
the  throne,  or  to  place  an  tifurpelr  upon  it. 
It  was  tmexpedkedly  engendered,  if  I  may 
fo^xprefs  myfelf,  by  a  commixture  of  weak- 
ncfs,  ignorance,  negligence,  and  numbcrlefs 
errors  in  the  Government.  TheStates-Ge- 
i^ral,  however  imprudent  their  convocation 
may  have  been,  would  have  produced  only 
ufefuj  reforms,  if  they  had  found  the  limits 
of  their  power  marked  out  by  a  hand  fuffi. 
ciently  firm  to  have  kept  them  within  that 
extent.  It  was,  however,  but  too  evident 
that,  even  before  their  opening,  they  were 
dreaded,  and  that  <:onfequently  they  might 
attempt  whatever  they  pleafed.  From  that 
time,  under  the  name  of  Clubs,  various  af* 
fociations  and    fad:ions   fprang   up;    fome 
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more  violent  than  others,  but  all  tending  to 
the  fubverfion  of  the  exifting  Govermncnty 
without  agreeing  upon  the  form  of  that 
which  was  to  be  fubftituted:  and*at  that 
jundture  alfo  the  projects  of  the  Fa<5lion, 
whofe  views  were  to  have  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  appointed  Lieutenant-General  of  the 
kingdom,  began  to  appear. 

This  Fadlion,  or  more  properly  this  Q)n- 
fpiracy,  was  indeed  of  <he  fame  nature. as 
thofe  that  had  produced  all  former  Revolu- 
tions, and  might  have, been  attended  with 
the  fame  confequcnces,  had  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  been  poffefled  of  that  energy '  of 
charafter,  that  bravery  and  daring  fpirit, 
requifite  in  the  leader  pf  a  party.  The 
people  had  already  declared  in  his  favour, 
and  he  might  very  eafily  have  ^corrupted  and 
brought  over  a  great  part  of  the  army,  had 
he  been  equal  to  the  command  of  it :  but,  <m 
the  very  firft  ocjcafion  of  perfonal  rifque,  he 
difcovered  fuch  cowardice  and  meannefs, 
that  he  defeated  liis  own  cpnfpiracy,  and 
convinced  all  thofe  who  had  entered  into  it, 
that  it  was  impoflible  to  continue  the  Revo- 
lution, either  in  his  favour  or  in  conjunc-r 
tion  with  him.     The  cnthufiafm  the  people 

had 
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had  felt  for  him  ended  with  the  efforts  ol 
thofe  who  had  excited  it. 

Mr.  Necker^  whom  the  muhitude  had 
afTociatcd  with  him  in  their  homage,  ftill 
preferved  for  fomc  time  his  adorers,  and  that 
little  cabal  which  was  for  ever  exalting  him 
to  the  ikies.  But  as  he  was  inferior  even  to 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  in  military -talents  and 
difpofitlonsy  he  was  as  little  calculated  to  be 
the  leader  of  a  Revolution,  or  of  a  gre^t 
confpiracy  :  for  which  rcafon  his  pancgyrifts 
then  confined  themfelves  in  their  pamphlets 
and  placards,  with  which  the  capital  was 
over-run,  to  infinuating  that  the  only  means 
of  faving  the  fHatc,  was  to  declare  Mr. 
Necker  Dictator;  or  at  leaft  to  confer 
upon  him,  under  fome  title  more  confiflent 
with  the  Monarchy,  the  authority  and  powers 
attached  to  that  republican  office.  In  fa<9:, 
if  after  his  difmiffion,  in  the  month  of  July 
1789,  he  had  dared  to  make  this  a  condition 
of  his  return  to  the  Miniflry,  it  is  more  than 
prc^able  that  the  King  would  have  been 
linder  the  neceflity  of  agreeing  to  it,  and 
perhaps  of  r^-eflabli(hing  in  hi§  perfon  the 
office  of  Mayor  of  the  Palace.  At  that 
moment  he  might  have  deriianded  any  thing : 

eigh^ 
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eight  days  later,  he  might  have  been  refufed 
every  thing;  and  very  foon  after,  he  was 
reduced  to  fneak  out  of  the  kingdom^  in 
order  to  efcape  the  effeds  of  the  general  con- 
tempt and  cfenfure  which  he  had  brought  up- 
on himfelf. 

General  La  Fayette^  who  then  comrtiancled 
the  Pairifian  National  Guard,    gathered  the 
Wrecks  of    all  this  popularity,   and  might 
have  turned  them  to  the  greateft  advantage, 
if  he  had  poffeffed  **  that  refolute  charaderj 
•*  and  heroic  judgment,**  of  which  Cardinal 
t>€  Rett  fpeaks,  and  "  which  ferves  to  dif- 
**  tinguiih    what  is    truly   honourable   and 
**  ufcful    from  ^vhat    is    only    extraordi- 
nary^    and    what    is  extraordinary   from 
what  is  impoffible.**     With  the  genius^ 
talents,  and  ambition  of  Cromwell ^  he  might 
Imve  gone  as  great  a  length ;  with  a  lefs  cri- 
minal ambition  he  might  at  leaft  have  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  Revolution,  and  have . 
direded  it  at  his  pleafure:    in  a  word,  he 
might  have  fecured  the  triumph  of  whatever 
party  he  fliould  have  declared  himfelf  the 
leader.     But  as  unfit  for  Supporting  the  cha- 
rafter  of  Monk  as  that  of  Cromwell^  he  foon 
betrayed  the  fccret  of  his  incapacity  to  all 
the   world,    and  was   diftinguiflied   in  the 

crowd 
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crowd  of  conftitutional  ringleaders  otdy^  by 
his  three-coloured  plume,  his  epaulettes, 
white  horfe,  and'  famous  faying  upon  in- 
furreftion  * ; — a  faying,  no  doubt,  fug- 
gcfted  by  the  ambition  of  outftripping  all 
the  votaries  of  popular  favour :  yet  he  not- 
withftanding  never  difcovered,  and  perhaps 
did  not  well  know  himfelf,  what  he  want- 
ed with  all  this  popularity. 

The  Revolution,  at  the  period  when  the 
Fad:ion  that  had  begun  it  for  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  Ijecame  fenfible  that  he  was  too 
jnuch  a  coward  to  be  the  leader  of  it,  and 
when  La  Fayette  difcovered  his  inability  to 
cbndud:  it,  was  too  far  advanced  to  recede 
or  to  flop  ;  and  it  continued  its  progrefs,  but 
in  a  line  that  no  other  Revolution  had  taken 
— I  mean,  without  a  militarj-  chief,  without 
the  intervention  of  the  army,  and  to  gain 
triumphs,  not  for  any  ambitious  confpirator, 

*  <^  L  Injur  re  n  Ion  cjl  I'e  plus  faint  des  devoirs  y  quand 
**  Vopprejfton  efi  a/on  combU/*  **  InfUrrc£lion  is  the  moft 
**  facrcd  of  duties,  when  opprcfUon  is  at  its  height.*' 
This  faying,  fo  mif-tlmed  in  the  reign  of  Louis  XVI. 
fo  dangerous  at  a  moment  when  the  fpirit  of  infurredion 
was  rearing  its  head  throughout  the  kingdom,  would 
foon  be  confecrated  as  a  falutary  principle,  were  it  now 
to  become  the  cry  for  the  whole  nation's  rallying  againft 
the  prefent  dcfpotifm. 

1  but 
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but  fbr  political  anfl  moral  ionovatiops  pf 
the  mpft  dangerous  nati^re  j  the  moft  fuited 
to  miflead  the  multitude,  incapable  of  com- 
prehending them,  and  to  let  loofe  all  the 
paflions  *.  The  more  violent  combined  to 
deftroy  every  thing,  and  their  fatal  coalition 
gave  birth  to  Jacobinifm,  that  terrible  mon- 
fler  till  then  unknown,  and  till  now  not 
fufficiently  unmaflccd.  This  monfter  took 
upon  itfelf  alone  to  carry  on  our  Revolution  ; 
it  dired:ed,  it  executed  all  the  operations 
of  it,  all  the  explpfions,  all  the  outrages : 
it  every  where  appointed .  the  moft  adti ve 
leaders^  and,  as  inftrumcnts,  employed  the 
profligates  of  every  country.  Its  power  far 
furpaflcd  that  which  has  been  attributed  to  the 
Inquifition,  and  other  fiery  tribunals,  by  thofc 
who  have  fpoken  of  them  with  the  greateft 
exaggeration.  Its  centre  was  at  Paris;  and 
its  rays,  formed  by  particular  clubs  in  every 
town,  in  every  little  borpugh,  overfpread  ^ 
the  wliole  furface  of  the  kingdom.  The 
ctonftant  cprrefpondence  kept  up  between 
tbofe  clubs  and  tliat  of  the  capital,  or,  to  yfc 

*  The  Rights  of  Man,  the  Sovereignty  of  tlie  Peo- 
ple, 'abfolnte  Equality,  the  annihilation  of  all  the  prin-i^ 
ciples  of  Reltgidn  and  Morality,  of  all  the  orders  of 
Society,  &c.  ice. 

their 
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their  own  expreflion,  des  Societis  populaifes 
affiliits  avec  la  Sociitemere — •*  between  the 
^  affiliated  popular  Societies  and  the  parent 
*^  Society/*  was  as  fecret  and  as  fpeedy  as 
that  of  Free*Mafons.  In  a  word,  the  Jaco- 
bin Clubs  had  prevailed  in  caufing  themfelves 
to  be  looked  up  to  as  the  real  national  repre- 
fentation.  Under  that  pretence,  they  cen- 
fured  all  the  authorities  in  the  moll  impe- 
rious manner;  and  whenever  their  denun- 
ciations, petitions,  or  addreffes  failed  to  pro- 
duce an  immediate  efFe<5l:,  they  gained  their 
point  by  having  recourfe  to  infurredtion, 
aflaffination,  and  fire.  While  Jacobinifm 
thus  fubjecSted  all  France  to  its  controul,  an 
immenfe  number  of  emiflaries  propagated  its 
dodtrines  among  foreign  nations,  and  pre-, 
pared  new  conquefts  for  it. 

The  National  Affembly,  the  capital,  in- 
deed we  may  fay  all  France,  was  divided 
into  three  very  drftind:  parties.  The  moft 
coniiderable  in  number,  but  unhappily  the 
weakeft  through  a  deficiency  of  plan  and 
fefolution,  was  the  party  purely  Royal :  it 
was  adverfe  to  every  kind  of  Revolution,  and 
was  folely  defirous  of  fome  improvements, 
with  the  reform  of  abufes  ajid  jpecuniary 
privileges :— -the  moft  able,  and  -moft  in- 
2  triguingi 
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tHguing,  was  the  Conftitutional  party,  oi' 
that  which  was  defii-ous  of  giving  France 
a  new  inoiiarchical  conftitution,  but  mo- 
dified after  the  mantier  of  the  Englifli,  or 
6ven  the  American,  by  a  houfe  of  reprefen- 
tatives.  The  third  party  was  the  moft  dan-^ 
gerotis  of  all,  by  its  daring  fpirit,  by  its 
power,  and  by  the  number  of  profelytcs  it 
daily  acquired  in  all  quarters  of  the  king- 
dom:  it  Comprifed  the  Democrats  of  every 
defcription,  from  the  Jacobin  Clubs,  call- 
ing themfelves  Friends  of  the  Conflitution^ 
to  the  anarchs  and  robbers. 

The  Democratic  party,  which  at  firft  was 
only  auxiliary  to  the  Conftitutional  one,  in 
the  end  annihilated  it,  and  became  itfelf 
fub*divided  into  feveral  other  parties,  •  whofe 
fatal  ftruggles  produced  the  fubfequent  Re- 
volutions, and  may  ftill  produce  many 
more.  But  in  principle,  the  Conftitution-* 
alifts  and  the  Democrats  formed  two  dif^ 
tind:,  though  confederatei  fa(ftions ;  both 
were  defirous  of  a  Revolution,  and  em- 
ployed all  the  ufual  means  of  accompliftiing 
it,  except  troops,  which  could  be  of  no  ufe 
to  them,  for  neither  of  them  had  a  leader 
to  put  at  the  head  of  the  army.  But  as  it 
was  equally  of  importance  to  both,  that  the 

Vol.  L  C  King 
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King  Ihould  be  deprived  of  the  poWer  of 
tnaking  ufe  of  it  againft  them,  they  labour- 
ed in  concert  to  diforganize  it,  and  the 
complete  fudcefs  of  that  manoeuvre  was  but 
too  fully  proved  by  the  fatal  iffue  of  the 
departure  of  the  Royal  Family  for  Mont* 
medi.  The  Revolution  then  took  a  more 
daring  and  rapid  ftride,  which  was  con- 
cluded by  the  pretended  Conftitution  A6t 
of  1791-  The  incoherence  of  its  princi- 
ples and  iht  dcfedls  of  its  inftitutions  pre- 
fent  a  faithful  picture  of  the  difunion  of  its 
authors,  and  of  the  oppofite  interefts  by 
w^hich  they  were  fwayed.  It  was,  pro- 
perly fpeakihg,  a  compaft  between  the  fac- 
tion of  the  Conftitutiorialifts  and  that  of 
the  Democrats,  in  which  they  mutually 
made  conceflions  and.  facrifices. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  this  abfurd  Conftitu- 
tion, the  everlafting  fource  of  remorfe  or 
forrow  to  all  who  bore  part  in  it,  might 
have  been  got  over  without  a  fhock,  and 
led  back  to  the  old  principles  of  Monar- 
chical GpVemment,  if  the  Affembly  who 
framed  it  had  not  feparated  before  they 
witneffed  the  execution  of  it ;  if,  in  im- 
pofing  on  the  King  the  obligation  to  main- 
tain it,  they  had  not  deprived  him   of  the 

power 
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power  and  the  means;  and  above  all,  if  the 
certain  confequence  of  the  new  mode  of 
proceeding  at  the  eledlions  had  not  been  to 
fecure,  in  the  fecond  Affembly,  a  confidcra- 
blc  majority  of  the  Democratic  againft  the, 
Conftitutional  party. 

The  fecond  Affembly  was  alfo  divided  by 
three  factions,  the  weakeft  of  which  was 
the  one  that  wifhed  to  maintain  the  Conftitu- 
tion.  The  other  two  were  for  a  new  Re- 
volution and  a  Republic ;  but  they  differed 
in  this,  that  the  former,  compofed  of  the 
Briffotins  and  Girondifls,  was  for  efleifting 
it  gradually,  'by  beginning  with  divefling 
the  King  of  popularity,  and  allowing  the 
public  mind  time  to  wean  itfelf  from  its 
natural  attachment  to  monarchy;  and  the 
latter,  which  was  the  leafl  numerous,  was 
eager  to  have  the  Republic  eflablifhed  as 
foon  as  poflible*  Thefe  two  i^(3:ions,  hav- 
ing the  fame  obje(ft  in  view,  though  taking 
different  roads  >  were  neceflarily  auxiliaries 
to  each  other  j  and  the  pamphlets,  excita- 
tions to  commotion,  and  revolutionary 
meafures  of  both,  equally  tended  to  over-j* 
throw  the-Conflitution  of  1791  • 

Thofe  different  factions ,    almoft  entirely 

compofed  of  advocates,    folicitofs^  apoflate 

,  C  a  priefis^ 
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priefts,  do(ftors,  and  a  few  literary  nrrert/ 
having  no  military  chief  capable  of  taking 
the  command  of  the  army,  dreaded  the 
troops,  who  had  fworn  allegiance  to  the 
Conflitution,  and  obedience  to  the  King, 
and  who  moreover  might  be  influenced  by 
their  officers,  among  whom  there  ftill  re- 
mained fome  Royalifts.  The  fureft  way 
to  get  rid  of  all  uneafinefs  on  this  fubjedt, 
was  to  employ  the  army  in  defending  the 
frontiers.  For  this  purpofe  a  foreign  war 
was  neceflary,  to  which  it  was  known  that 
the  King  and  his  Council  were  equally 
3verfe.  No  more  was  wanting  to  deter- 
mine the  attack  which  was  directed  ^  almoft 
at  the  fame  time^  againft  all  the  miniflers, 
in  order  to  compel  them  to  retire,  and  to 
put  the  King  under  the  neceffity  of  appoint- 
ing others  more  difpofed  to  fecond  the 
views  of  thrf  parties.  Unhappily  this  at- 
tempt was  att'Cnded  with  all  the  fuccefs  they 
had  promifed  themfelves^.apd  one  of  the 
firft  a€ts  of  the  new  miniftry  was  to  declare 
war  againft:  the  Emperor.  At  the  fame 
time,  the.  emigration  that  had  been  pro- 
voked, and. which  was  almoft  every  where 
applaudoid.  even  by  the  loweft  clafs  of  peo- 
ple,   robbed   France  of   the   flower  of  the 

Royal 
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Royal  party,  and  left  the  King,  deprived  of 
his  bcft  defenders,  expofed  to  the  fufpi^ 
cions  and  infult«  that  fprang  from  innume* 
rable  calumnies,  for  which  the  diftafters . 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war  fumifhed  but 
too  many  opportunities. 

In  this  manner  was  prepared  and  accele.- 
rated  the  new  Revolution,  which  was  accom»- 
plifhed  on  the  loth  of  Auguft^  ^792»  by 
the  depofition  and  imprifonment  of  the 
King,  and  by  the  niofl  flagrant  violation  of 
the  Conflitution  of  179J.  The  latter,  how- 
ever,  was  not  entirely  abandoned  on  that 
Jay  ;  for  the  projedl  of  the  Girondifts,  who 
had  laid  the  plot, of  that  horrible  confpi- 
racy,  was  then  only  to  declare  the  King's 
depafttion,  in  order  tp  place  the  Prince 
Royal  upon  the  Throne,  under  the  guid^ 
ance  of  a  Regency  compofed  of  their  own 
creatures  j  but  they  were  hurried  away  much 
farther  than  they  meant  to  go,  by  the  vio-r 
lence  with  which  the  moft  furiqus  of  the 
Jacobins,  who  took  the  lead  in  the  infur- 
re(5tion,  conducted  all  their  enterprifcs.  The 
Prince  Royal,  inllead  of  being  crowned, 
was  fhut  up  in  the  Temple ;  and  if  France 
^t  that  moment  was  not  declared  a  Repubi- 
\i^f  it  was  lefs  owing  to  any  remaining  rcr- 

C  3  fped 
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fpcdl  for  the  Conftitution,  thin  to  the  fear 
the  Lcgiflative  Body  was  in  of  raifing  the 
army  againft  it,  and  alfo  the  majority  of  the 
nation,  who  would  naturally  be  angry  to  fee 
a  conftitution  which  feemed  to  be  rendered 
fecure  and  ftable  by  fo  many  oaths,  thus 
precipitately  overthrown,  without  their  hav- 
ing been  confulted. 

It  was  on  thefe  confiderations  that  the 
opinion  was  adopted,  that  a  National  Con- 
vention fhould  be  convoked,  to  determine 
the  fate  of  Royalty.  Prompt  in  feizing  all 
the  means  that  might  enfure  the  fuccefs  of 
this  fecond  Revolution,  the  Aflembly,  un* 
der  pretence  of  giving  every  poffible  lati-f 
•tude  to  .the  freedom  of  elections,  decreed, 
that  all  its  members  Ihould  be  eligible  for 
the  National  Convention, 

From  that  moment  the  Girondifts  daily 
loft  grbund,  and  the  moft  flaming  members 
of  the  Democratic  party,  fupported  by  the 
Club  of  Jacobins,  by  the  new  Commune  of 
Paris,  and  by  the  Tribunes,  made  themfelvcs 
mafters  of  every  debate.  It  was  of  the  ut- 
moft  importance  them  to  rule  the  enfu- 
ing  eled:ions,  and  this  was  fecured  to  them 
by  the  horrible  confternation  which  the 
maffacrcs   of  the   2d  of   September  ftruck 

through-p 
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throughout  the  kingdom.  The  terror  of 
being  aflaflinated,  or  at  leaft  cruelly  treated, 
drove  from  all  the  Primary  Affemblies,  not 
only  the  Royalifts  and  Conftitutionalifts, 
but  moderate  men  of  all  parties.  Of  covjrfe, 
thofe  Affemblies  became  entirely  (:ompofed  of 
the  weakeft  men  and  the  greateft  villains  ex^ 
jfting  in  France ;  and  from  am<Mig  the  molj: 
frantic  of  them  were  chofen  thofc  members 
of  the  Convention  who  were  not  taken  from 
the  Legiflative  Body.  Accordingly,  this 
third  Affembly,  in  the  firft  quarter  of  an 
hour  of  their  firft  fitting,  were  beard  (houtr 
ing  their  votes  for  the  abolition  of  Royalty, 
and  prockiming  the  Republic,  upon  th^ 
motion  of  a  member  who  had  formerly 
been  a  player* 

Such  an  opening  but  too  plainly  Ihewed 

what  was  to  be  ejcpedted  from  that  horde  of 

plunderers  \vhich  compofed  the  majority  of 

-the   National  Convention,    and   of    whom 

Robefpierre,  Dmton,  Marat,  and  the  other 

'xing-lcaders,  formed  their  party ►     That  of 

the  Briffotins  and   Girondifts   ftill  exifted, 

and  was   the   only  one  really  RepubUcaii* 

Thefe  femi- wretches,  glutted  with  the  Jior-.- 

'yors  already  committed,  feemed  dcfirous  of 

arreftingthe  torjrent  of  them, : and  laboured 

C  4  to 
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to  introduce  into  the  Aflcmbly  the  calm  and 
moderation  that  were  neceflary  to  give  the 
new  Republic  a  wife  andfolid  organization. 
But  the  fuperiority  of  their  knowledge,  ta^- 
lents,  and  eloquence,  which  their  opponents 
could  not  difpute,  had  no  power  over  ti- 
gers thirfting  for  blood,  who  neither  at- 
tended to  nor  fufFered  motions  but  of  the 
blacked  tendency.  No  doubt  they  had 
occafion  for  atrocities  upon  atrocities  to 
prepare  the  terror-flruck  Nation  to  allow 
them  to  commit,  in  its  name,  the  moft  ex- 
ecrable of  all,  the  murder  of  the  unfortu- 
nate Louis  XVI 2  and  that  martyrdom  was 
neceflary  to  bring  about  a  third  RevQlution, 
already  brewing  in  the  brain  of  Robefpierrti 
Fear  had  greatly  contributed  to  the  two 
former:  but  this  was  efFedted  by  terror 
alone,  without  popular  tumults,  pr  the  in- 
tervention of  the  ^mies;  which,  no\y 
drawn  by  their  conquefts  beyond  the  fron- 
tiers, never  heard  any  thing  of  the  Revolu- 
tions at  home,  till  they  were  accompKfhed,  ^ 
and  always  obeyed  the  prevailing  fadtion, 
by  whom  they  were  paid. 

By  the  degree  of  ferocity  difcovei^d   by 

the  members  of  the  Convention  in  pafling 

fentence  upon  the  King,  and  in  the  debates 

,  relative 
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yelativc  to  the  Conftitution  gf  1793,  Ro^ 
befpierre  was  enabled  to  mark  which  of  the 
deputies  were  likely  to  fecond  his  views,  and 
which  of  them  it  was  his  part  to  facrifice. 

The  people  could  not  but  with  tranfport 
receive  a  Conftitution  which  feemed  to  rca- 
4ize  the  chimera  of  its  Sovereignty,  but 
which  would  only  have  given  a  kind  of 
conftrudlion  to  Anarchy,  if  the  execution 
of  this  new  code  had  not  been  fufpended 
under  the  pretext,  belonging  in  common  to 
all  adts  of  defpotifm  and  tyranny,  of  the 
Jupreme  law  of  the  fafety  of  the  State. 
This  fufpenfion  was  efFedted,  by  eftablifli- 
ing  the  Provifionary  Government,  which, 
under  the  title  of  Revolutionary  Govern* 
ment,  concentrated  all  the  powers  in  the 
National  Convention  until  there  was  an  end 
to  the  war  and  all  inteftine  troubles. 

Although  the  Fadlioji,  at  the  head  of 
which  Robefpierre  was,  had  a  decided 
majority  in  the  Affembly,  and  might  confe- 
quently  have  confidered  themfelves  as  really 
and  ^xclufively"  exercifing  the  Sovereign 
Power,  he  was  a  demagogue  of  too  defpotic 
a  nature  to  ftomach  even  the  appearance  of 
fliaring  the  empire  with  fo  many  Co-So- 
yereigns.  He  greatly  reduced  their  num- 
ber. 
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her,  by  caufing  all  the  powers  invefted  ia 
the  Natv3nal  Affenibly  by  the  decrees  that 
had  eftabliflied  the  Revolutionary  Govern- 
ment, to  be  transferred  to  a  Committee,  to 
which  he  got  himfelf  appointed,  and  where 
he  was  fure  of  the  folc  rule,  by  obtaining 
for  colleagues  men  lefs  daring  than  him* 
felf,  though  equally  wicked ;  fuch  as  Qou^ 
thoUj  St.  Juft,  Barrere,  and  others  like 
them.  This  Committee,  who  had  the  af- 
furance  to  ftyle  themfejves  the  Com- 
MiTTEE  of  Public  Safety,  very  fooa 
/eized  upon  both  the  Legiflative  and  Exe- 
cutive Powers,  and  exercifcd  them  with 
the  moft  fanguinary  tyranny  ever  yet  heard 
of.  The  Minifters  were  merely  their  clerks  ^ 
and  the  fubjugated  Affembly,  withput  mur- 
mur or  objei^ioD,  paffed  all  the  Revolution-, 
ary  laws  which  were  propofed,  or  rathwr 
didated,  by  them.  One  of  their  moft  horri- 
ble and  decifive  conceptions  was  that  of 
-thofc  Revolutionary  Tribunals  which  co- 
vered France  with  fcaffolds,  where  thou- 
fands  of  vidtims  of  every  rank,  ag>e,  and 
fex,  were  daily  facrificed ;  fo  that  no  clafs 
of  men  could  be  free,  from  that  ftupefying 
and  general  terror  which  Robefpierre  found 
it  neceflary  to   fpread,  in  order  to  eftabhlh 

^    and 
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and  make  his  power  known.  He  foon 
*himfelf  dragged  forae  members  of  his  own 
party,  fuch  as  Danton,  CamilU  des  Mou^ 
iins,  and  others,  whofe  energy  and  popula- 
rity had  offended  him,  before  one  of  thofc 
Tribunals,  where  he  had  them  condemned 
to  death.  By  the  fame  means  he  got  rid  of 
the  chief  leaders  among  the  BrifTotins  and 
Girondifts;  while  he  caufed  all  the  moderate 
Republican  party  who  were  ftill  cmembers 
of  the  Affembly,  except  thofe  who  had 
time  and  addrefs  to  efcape,  to  be  fent  to 
prifon,  in  order  to  be  fentenced  and  ex- 
ecuted on  the  firft  occafion. 

In  this  manner  ende^  the  third  Revolu- 
tion, in  which  the  People,  frozen  with  ter- 
ror, did  not  dare  to  take  a  pirt.  Inftead  of 
an  army  of  foldiers,  Robefpierre  employed 
an  army  of  executioners  and  affaffins,  fet  up 
as  Revolutionary  Judges ;  and  the  guillotine, 
ftriking  or  menacing  all  heads  indifcrimi- 
nately,  made  l^rance,  from  one  end  to  the 
other,  fubmit  to  him,  by  the  means  of  terror 
or  of  death.  Thus  was  this  nation,  formerly 
fo  proud  even  to  idolatry  of  its  Kings,  feen 
to  expiate,  by  rivers  of  blood,  the  crime  of 
having  fuffered  his  to  be  fpilt  who  was  the 
pioft  virtuous  of  all  their  Monarchs. 

1  In 
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In  the  room  of  that  famous  Baftille, 
whofe  celebrated  capture  and  demolition 
had  fet  only  feven  prif^ers  at  liberty,  two 
*  of  whom  had  been  long  in  a  ftate  of  lunacy, 
the  colleges,  the  feminaries,  and  all  the  reli- 
gious houfes  of  the  kingdom  were  converted 
into  fo  many  State  prifons,  into  which  were 
inceflantly  crowded,  from  time  to  time,' the 
viiftims  devoted  to  feed  the  ever- working 
guillotines,  which  were  never  fuffered  to 
ftand  ftill  for  a  d^^y,  becaufe  they  were  at 
once  the  chief  refourcq  of  fupplies  for  th^ 
Government,  and  the  inftrument  of  its  fcr 
rocity.  **  The  guillotine  coins  money  for 
*^  the  Republic,"  was  faid  in  the  Tribune 
by:6ne  of  Robefpierre's  vileft  agents*.  In 
faS,  according  to  the  j^rifprudence  of  th^ 
Revolutionary  Tribunals,  the  rich  of  every 
cl^fs,  being  declared  fufpedtcd  p^rfpns^  rcr 
jceived  fentencc  of  death,  fpf  po  other  rea^i- 
fon  than  that  of  givipg  the  confiff ation  of 
their  property  a  (how  of  judicial  fprm^ 

Still  blood  flowed  tpo.flowly  to  fatisfy 
^Robefpierre ;  his.  aim  w^s  but  partly  attaipLe4 
jby  the  profcription  of  the  Npbles^  th^ 
Priefts^  an4  the  Wealthy.     He  fancied,  Xi<^ 

.        .  i  *  Barren^  '    ... 
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only  an  ariftocracy  of  talents  and  know-* 
ledge,  but  of  the  virtues,  none  of  which 
would  his  trufty  orators  and  journalifts  ad. 
mit,  fave  that  horrid  Patriotifm  which  was 
eft i mated  according  to  the  enormity  of  the 
crimes  committed  in  favour  of  the  Revolu-^ 
tion.  His  plan  was  to  reduce  the  French 
people  to  a  mere  plantation  of  Haves,  too 
ignorant,  too  ftupid,  or  too  pufiilanimous, 
to  conceive  the  idea  of  breaking  the  chains 
with  which  he  would  have  loaded  them  in 
the  name  of  Liberty  j  and  he  might  have 
fucceeded  in  it,  had  not  his  ambition,  as 
impatjent  as  it  was  jealous,  too  foon  unveil- 
ed the  intention  of  rcforting  to  the  guillo- 
tine to  ftrike  off  the  fhackles  with  which  aji 
Aflembly  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation 
fettered,  or  might  fetter,  his  power.  He 
was  about  to  give  this  decifive  blow,  which 
.  he  had  concerted  with  the  Commune  of 
Paris,  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal,  the 
Club  of  Jacobins,  and  the  principal  Officers 
of  the  National  Guard,  when  the  Members  of 
the  Convention  who  were  marked  out  to  be 
the  firft  facrificed,  anticipated  him  at  a  mo- 
ment when  he  leaft  expedted  it,  by  attacking 
himfelf  in  the  Affembly,  with  energy  fuffi- 
cient  to  roufe  all  the  fedtions  of  the   capi*- 

tal 
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tal  agaiiift  him  and  againft  the  Jacobins^ 
The  parties  came  to  blows,  and  vidory  re- 
mained uncertain  for  feveral  hours,  but  at 
length  declared  againft  liobefpierre  :  jn  the 
fpace  of  a  day  that  execrable  mpnfter  was 
dragged  from  the  higheft  pitch  of  power 
ever  attained  by  any  tyrant,  to  the  very 
fcafFold  that  was  ftill  recking  with  the  blood 
of  his  laft  vidims.  His  principal  accomplices 
in  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  in  the 
Commune,  in  the  National  Guard,  in  the 
Revolutionary  Tribunal,  and  many  of  his 
agents  in  the  Provinces,  met  the  fame  fate. 
The  Revolutionary  Tribunals  were  fuppref- 
fcd,  and  the  prifons  thrown  open  to  all 
whom  they  had  caft  into  them. 

This  fourth  Revolution,  in  which  the 
Fail  ion  then  efteemed  the  moderate  party 
overthrew  the  Terrorifts  and  feized  the 
fupreme  power,  was  no  lefs  complete  than, 
thofe  which  had  preceded  it,  and  produced 
the  Conftitution  of  1795.  All  France  re- 
ceived as  a  great  bleffing  a  Conftitution  that 
delivered  them  fro4n  the  Revolutionary  Go-. 
vernmait,  and  its  infernal  policy*  Befides, 
it  had,  in  fpite  of  great  defedls,  the  merit 
of  coming  nearer  than  the  two  preceding 
ones,  to  the  principles  of  order,  of  juftice^ 

and 
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and  real  liberty;  the  violation  of  which  had, 
for  five  years  before,  been  the  fource  of  fa 
many  difafters  ai>d  fo  many  crimes.  The 
Royalifts,  confidering  it  as  a  ftep  towards 
Monarchy,  were  unfortunately  fo  impru- 
dent ^as  to  triumph  in  it ;  and  their  joy,  as 
premature  as  indifcreet,  alarmed  the  AfTerii- 
bly  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  paffed  a  law, 
ordaining  that  two-thirds  of  their  members 
(hould  be  eleded  by  the  Primary  AfTeni* 
blies^  or  appointed  by  themfelves,  to  form 
two-thirds  of  the  Legiflative  Body  which 
was  to  fucceed  the  Convention.  Although 
this  decree^  for  which  the  fupreme  law 
of  thefafety  of  the  State  was  alfo  made  a 
pretext,  was  manifeftly  inconfiftent  with 
the  new  Conftitution,  it  was  annexed  to  it, 
and  directed  to  the  Primary  Affemblies  to 
be  accepted  with  it  in  the  fame  refolution. 

Notwithftanding  vthis  precaution,  and  all 
the  means  taken  by  the  Convention  to  en* 
fure  its  fuccefs,  this  decree  was  rejected  by 
confiderable  majorities  in  a  great  number  of 
Primary  Affemblies,  and  particularly  in  al* 
rmoft  all  thofe  of  Paris  and  the  neighbour-, 
ing  departments.  There  were  fome  that  re- 
fufed  to  come  to  any  refolution  refpe<5ling 
iu     Neverthelefs,  as  the  Convention  had  re* 

ferved 
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icrved  to  thcmfelves  tjie  general  examination 
of  the  fcrutinies,  they  did  not  hefitate  to 
declare,  that  the  Decree  had  obtained  the 
fnajority  of  fuffrages,  though  the  contrary 
was  evidently  demonftrated  by  a  compari- 
fon  of  the  whole  number  of  the  citizens 
,who  had  attended  the  Primary  Aflpmblies, 
with  the  number  of  thofe  faid  by  the  Af- 
fembly  to  have  voted  in  favour  of  it.  In 
vain  wxre  the  daily  papers  filled  with  the 
ftrongeft  remonftrances  againft  this  .a6t  of 
defpotifm.  A  mod  violent  agitation  ap- 
peared in  the  capital,  and  two  or  three  fec-» 
lions  even  refolved  to  oppofe  the  execution 
of  the  decree  by  force;  but  ill  armed ^ 
without  a  plan,  and  without  a  military 
leader,  on  the  firft  attempt  they  made,  the 
Ailembly  ordered  fome  detachments  of  the 
troops  of  the  line,  on  whom  they  could  de- 
pend, to  march  againft  them,  and  they  were 
cut  to  pieces  in  a  dreadful  manner. 

It  was  under  thefe  fanguinary  ayfpices 
that  the  two  Councils,  forming  the  fourth 
National  Affembly,  were  opened.  The 
frefti  members,  many  of  whom  were  honeft 
well-meaning  men,  finding  themfelves  in 
too  inconfiderable  a  minority  to  attempt  a 
party,  had  the  prudence  to  content  them- 
felves 
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fclves  with  fupporting  the  moft  moderate 
opinions,  and  with  following  the  public 
judgment  without  anticipating  it. 

In  the  year  following,  the  bias  of  the 
public  mind,  perhaps  too  haftily  turned  to^ 
wards  Royalty,  fhowed  itfelf  in  the  elec- 
tions oi  the  members  for  the  new  Third, 
fo  clearly  as  to  alarm  the  Regicides  who 
compofed  the  Dire<5tory,  and  the  Conven- 
tionaliils,  who  ftill  made  a  third  of  the  Le- 
giflative  Body ;  nor  did  they  lofe  a  moment 
in  devifing  means  for  their  defence*  That 
which  appeared  the  fureft  to  them  was,  to 
publifh  notices  of  plots  among  the  Royalifts^ 
and  annex  one  or  more  denunciations,  in 
terms  fo  vague  as  to  leave  room  for  impli*^ 
eating,  when  neceflary,  all  their  adverfa- 
ries ;  while  by  the  help  of  this  impofturc 
they  procured  fome  fecret  information,  art-^ 
fully  fabricated,  and  ever  eafily  obtained 
through  threats  or  rewards  by  thofc  who 
have  at  command  the  guillotine  and  th6 
public  tteafure. 

This  mafked  battery  was  ready  to  be 
opened  before  the  members  of  the  ncW 
Third  took  their  feats.  Thefe  at  firft  con^ 
fined  themfelves  to  the  fecuring  of  a  con-» 
ftant  majority  in  the  two  Councils  in   fa* 
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vour  of  the  moderate  opinions ;  but  in  a 
little  time  every  fitting  was  marked  by  the 
repeal  of  fomc  Revolutionary  law,  or  by 
fome  decree  tending  to  reftrain  the  Execu- 
tive Authority  within  the  limits  fixed  by 
the  Conftitution. 

The  Direiftory,  alarmed  at  the  abridge- 
ment of  their  power,  and  dreading  ftill 
more  ferious  attacks  upon  it,  came  to  a  re- 
folution  of  no  longer  poftponing  the  blow 
they  had  been  meditating  againft  the  Lcgif- 
lative  AlTembly  :  but  no  fooner  did  the  troops 
which  they  purpofed  to  employ  in  the  bufi^ 
nefs  pafs  the  line  fixed  by  the  Conftitution, 
than  their  approach  was  publilhed  in  feve- 
ral  journals,  arid  created  a  fufpicion  of  the 
hoftile  intentions  of  the  Diredory.  .  The . 
Council  of  Five  Hundred  fent  them  a  mef- 
fage  on  this  occafion.  The  anfwer  returned 
by  the  Directory  was  unmeaning,  and  more 
calculated  to  confirm  than  difpel  the  fufpi- 
cion. Another  meffage,  in  a  loftier  ftyle 
than  the  former,  was  fent  to  demand  a  more 
explicit  reply;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred  charged  one  of 
its  Committees  to  procure  every  information 
neceflary  to  enable  the  Legiflative  Body  to 
^difcover  and  punilh  the  real. culprits. 

The 
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The  violent  ccnfures  which  now  broke 
out  on  all  fides  againft  the  Dire<5tory  com-, 
pelled  them  to  withdraw  their  troops ;  and 
if  at  that  moment  the  Counci]  of  Five 
Hundred,  inftead  of  wafting  time  in  long 
fpecches  and  vain  threats,  had  boldly  taken 
advantage  of  the  immenfe  power  they  might 
have  derived  from  the  wifties  and  favour 
of  the  People,  the  Dire<5tory,  already  weak- 
ened by  divifions  among  themfelves,  would 
have  been  ruined.  But  the  want  of  union, 
of  a  plan,  and  of  energy  in  the  majority 
of  the  Legiflative  Body;  the  imprudent  fc- 
curity  of  fome,  the  fcmples  or  defertions  of 
others,  and  the  want  of  forecaft  in  all,  en« 
fured  the  Diredlory  fuccefs  in  whatever  they 
chofe  to  attempt ;  and  they  determined  upon 
an  enterprife  of  the  moft  vigorous  nature, 
which  was  completely  executed  in  a  mo- 
ment without  the  fmalleft  oppofition.^ 

In  the  morning' between  the  4th  and  gth 
•f  September  the  pretended  difcovery  of  a 
plot  among  the  Royalifts  was  announced,  at 
one  o-clock  in  the  morning,  by  the  firing 
of  cannon:  at  the  fame  inftant  Barthe- 
kmi^  a  member  of  the  Directory,  was  ar- 
retted ;  Carnot,  his  colleague,  difappeared ; 
and  the  Palace  of  the  Tuileries  was  fur- 
D  2  rounded 
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rounded  with  troops,  which  were  immedi- 
>gtely  joined  by  the  Guards  of  the  Legiflativc 
Body,  who  were  terrified,  or  had  been  pre- 
vioufly  corrupted.  The  Infpedlors  appointed 
^by  the  Aflembly  who  were  ftill  fitting  in  their 
Committee,  were  taken  up  and  carried  to  the 
prifons  in  the  Temple,  as  were  the  more 
obftreperous  members  in  the  majority  of  the 
two  Councils,  and  the  editors  and  printers 
of  moft  of  the  Paris  journals ;  for  many 
of  them,  and  moft  of  the  deputies  on  the 
lift  of  profcription>  had  concealed  them- 
felves  or  taken  flight. 

No  fooner  was  this  outrageous  enterprife 
(which  under  the  pretence  of  faring  the 
Republic  deftroyed  the  very  bafis  of  the 
Conftitution)  accompliftied,  than  the  Di- 
re(5tory  haftened  to  get  it  fandtioned  by  the 
minority  of  the  two  Councils,  now  confift- 
ing  almoft  entirely  of  the  members,  of  the 
Conventiori,  who  had  remained  in  the  Le- 
giflative  Body.  The  two  Councils,  thus 
broken  and  rendered  contemptible^  aflembled 
by  order  of  the  Directory,  not  where  they 
ufually  fat,  but  the  one  at  a  Theatre,  and  the 
other  at  a  Hall  apppertaining  to  the  School 
for  Surgery,  and  completed  their  difgrace, 
riot  only  by  approving  the  a6t  of  tyranny  that 

had 
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had  bcai  jpradlifed  againft  their  colleagues, 
but  by  becoming  thcmfelves  the  accomplices 
prrather  the  paffive  inftruments  of  it ;  for  it 
wis  alfo  by  the  order  of  the  Direiftory,  and 
fimply  on  their  denunciation,  without  any 
inquiry  whatfoever,  that  they  condemned  all 
the  perfons  arretted,  or  ordered  into  cuftody, 
to  be  tranfported  to  fome  place  which  fhould 
be  fixed  upon  by  the  Executive  Power.  This 
egregious  fentcnce  was  foon  followed  by  a  de-- 
cree  annulling  the  eledlions  of  a  great  many 
members  of  the  new  Third,  who,  though 
not  included  in  the  firft  lift  of  profcription, 
had  evinced  fome  principles  of  order,  juf* 
ticc,  or  liberty,  incompatible  with  the  arbi* 
trary  and  tyrannic  Government  which  the 
Diredory  had  now  founded  on  the  ruins  ef 
the  Conftitution  of  1795. 

This  fifth  Revolution,  as  complete  as  the 
preceding  ones,  differed  from  them  effen- 
tially  in  the  facility  and  promptnefs  with 
which  it  was  effedted,  although  the  Party 
which  prevailed,  that  is  to  fay,  the  majo^ 
rity  of  the  Dire<itory  and  the  minority  of 
the  L^gifjative  Body,  had  to  combat  not  on^ 
ly  againft  the  Conftitution,  but  againft  the 
ppinion  and  even  againft  the  indignation  of 
tlw  Public,  That  moral  force,  on  which 
P3  the 
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the  majority  of  the  two  Councils  had  un- 
luckily  placed  all  their  reliance,  vaniflied  in 
an  inftant  before  the  phyfical  force  of  a  de* 
tachment  of  troops  confifting  of  fix  or  fe- 
vcn  hundred  men;  fo  true  is  it,  that  the 
power  of  the  public  opinion,  ridiculoufly 
exaggerated  in  thefe  days,  is  and  can  be  no 
more,  under  a  firm  and  well-ordered  Go- 
vernment, than  a  mere  fancy.  Men  accuf- 
tom  themfelvcs  too  eafily  to  take  for  public 
opinion  the  private  opinions  made /public  by 
certain  writers,  whofe  caution  or  audaciouf- 
nefs  depends  always  upon  the  energy  or 
feeblenefs  of  the  Supreme  Authority,  It  is 
the  fame  thing  with  popular  commotions  : 
they  are  eafily  excited  under  a  weak  Go- 
vernment, which  does  not  poffefs  the  wifdom 
to  prevent  or  the  fpirit  to  fupprefs  them ;  but 
a  vigorous,  juft,  and  ftridl  Government  has 
nothing  to  fear  from  them.  The  Dire<5lory, 
compelled  to  withdraw  the  larger  body  of 
troops,  which  they  had  thought  neceflary  to 
enfure  the  Revolution  they  were  meditating, 
difcovered,  no  doubt,  great  ability  in  fecur- 
ing  the  two  Councils,  by  appearing  to  dread 
them :  but  it  was  chiefly  to  the  energy  of 
their  meafures,  and  to  the  concentration 
and  promptnefs  with  which  they  were  exe- 
cuted. 
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ruted,  that  they  owed  their  fuccefs.  Two 
days  before,  the  Legiflative  Body  might, 
without  obftrudion,  have  impeached,  ar- 
retted, and  even  outlawed,  the  majority  of 
the  Dire(5lory,  \?ho  were  execrated  by  the 
Public  under  the  title  of  Triumvirate  ;  and, 
if  requifitfe,  they  would  have  been  fupport- 
ed  by  more  than  30,000  armed  citizens,  who, 
with  Pichegru  and  Villot  at  their  head, 
would  foon  have  difperfed,  and  perhaps 
brought  over,  the  feeble  detachments  of 
troops  of  the  line  which  the  Directory 
had  at  their  command.  The  Legiflative 
Body,  relying  too  much  upon  its  popularity, 
did  not  fufficiently  confider,  that  the  People, 
whofe  impetuofity  is  commonly  decifive 
when  allowed  to  take  advantage  in  attack, 
are  always  feeble  on  the  defenfive,  and  to- 
tally unable  to  withftand  every  aflault  made 
previous  to  an  infurredlion,  for  it  is  always 
eafy  to  prevent  their  aflembling.  It  was  on 
this  principle  that  the  Diredory  founded  their 
operations,  and  the  5th  of  September  too 
well  proves  how  jufl:ly.  That  day  reduced 
the  Legiflative  Body,  by  the  mofl:  degrading 
fubjugation,  to  a  mere  difgufting  caricature 
of  National  Reprefentation ;  it  invefl:ed  the 
Diredory  with  the  moft  arbitrary  jyid  tyran- 
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nic  power,  and  reftored  the  fyftcm  of  R^ 
befpiere,  under  a  form  lefs  bloody,  but  not 
lefs  pernicious  j  for  the  Revolutionary  Trii* 
bunals  which  that  nc^onfter  had  eftabliflied* 
were  fcarcely  more  expeditious  than  the  pre^* 
fent  military  ones,  The  power  of  arbitrary 
and  unlimited  tranfportation  is,  in  time, 
as  deftruftivc  as  the  guillotine,  without  pof-f 
feffing,  like  that,  the  advantage  of  exciting 
^  falutary  horror,  which,  by  recovering  the 
people  from  the  ftate  of  flupor  and  apathy, 
the  conftant  efFedks  of  terror,  giyes  them 
both  recolle(Sion  and  force  to  brealc  their 
chains.  Though,  in  violating  the  moft  ef-r 
fential  regulations  of  the  Conftitution,  the 
Directory  obtained  a  temporary  confirma- 
tion of  their  power,  their  example  has 
pointed  Out  to  thofe  who  wifli  to  put  an 
end  to  it  the  path  they  muft  purfue,  as  has 
the  example  of  the  two  Councils,  that  which 
they  muft  avoid,  The  Fadtions  ad ve^rfe  tq 
the  prevailing  one,  are  crufhed  and  intimi- 
dated, but  nqt  deftroyed;  and  the  annual 
change  of  a  third  of  the  Legiflative  Body, 
^nd  of  a  member  of  the  Diredory,  will 
produce  new  parties  or  invigorate  the  old. 
Thus  the  cataftrophe  of  the  5th  of  Septem- 
ber, far  from  having  confolidated  the  Re- 
public^ 
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public,  or  rather  the  dcfpptic  Oligarchy 
that  reigns  in  France,  niay  be  confidercd  as 
one  ilep  more  towards  Monarchy.  In  fzOr^ 
the  country  draws  nearer  to  it  in  proportion 
as  the  public  power  becomes  more  concen* 
trated,  and  it  is  at  prefent  more  concentrated 
than  ever  it  was.  It  is  now  no  longer  to  be 
wrefted  from  the  Popular  Societies,  from 
the  Departments,  from  the  Municipalities, 
or  even  from  the  Lcgiflative  Body;  it  is  alto- 
gether in  the  hands  of  the  Directory  ;  and 
from  them  it  will  be  torn,  by  the  fame 
means  which  they  employed  to  feize  up- 
on it. 

Such  is  the  Revolution,  more  or  lefs  ad^ 
vanced^  but  inevitable,  which  is  ftill  to  be 
expe(^ed ;  and  it  will  but  prepare  the  way 
for  others,  if  it  end  not  in  the  re-eftablifh^ 
ment  of  Monarchy.  The  honour  of  Arik* 
ing  off  the  laft  head  of  the  Revolutionary 
Hydra  is  referved  for  that  Party,  for  that 
Hero,  whoever  he  be,  who  fhall  have  the 
^irit  to  difplay  the  white  cockade,  and  cry 
^oud — VXVB  LE  Roi*! 

,  The 

•  Let  the  Powers  of  Europe,  who  for  fcven  years 
|)aye  been  draining  their  countries  of  men  and  money, 

and 


Xlii  .  INTRODUCTION. 

The  different  periods  I  have  brought  into 
view  in  this  Introduction  comprehend  an 
interval  of  about  nine  years*  They  were  all 
marked  with  a  crowd  of  events  as  extraor* 
dinary  as  fatal •  But  as  my  teftimony  can 
be  of  weight  merely  in  fuch  as  have,paflfed 
under  my  own  eyes,  I  (hall  only  give  a  hif- 
tory  of  thofe  that  I  have  really  feen,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  Revolution  till  the 
time  I  left  France,  or  of  thofe  concerning 

and  ftill  have  no  profpeil  of  a  termination  to  this  dread- 
ful druggie,  now  adopt  the  only— ryc^,  the  only  plan 
from  which  a  fpeedy  and  advantageous  iflue  can  be 
hoped.  Let  them  defer  claims  and  pretenfions,  even  qf 
ihe  mod  legal  nature,  till  times  of  juftice  and  of  peace. 
Let  them  form  a  new  coalition,  open  and  (incere,  not 
agabft  France,  not  to  itnpofc  any  mode  of  Govern- 
ment upon  it,  but  againft  its  tyrants,  and  to  deliver  {t 
from  oppreflion.  Let  them  fliow  thefe  pure  intentions, 
not  by  manifeftocs,  the  fincerity  of  which  is  always 
open  to  doubt,  but  by  a&ioos  fo  pofitivc  as  to  deftroy 
every  fufpicion.  In  a  word,  let  them  all  agree  foH 
lemnly  to  acknowledge  Louis  XFIIL  King  of  France 
and  Navarre  i  let  them  all  proclaim  themfelves  his 
illles ;  let  their  armies  be  declared  the  auxiliaries  of  hrs  j 
let  his  Majefty  advance  at  their  head  towards  the  fron- 
.tters  of  his  kingdom,  calling  upon  all  his  fubjeSs,  as 
well  thofe  reftored  to  him  by  repentance  as  thofe  pre- 
ferved  to  him  by  loyalty,  to  join  him,  and  the  rciga  of 
Jacobinifm  will  be  at  an  end. 

t  which 
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which  I  have  had  it  in  my  power  to  pro- 
cure the  moft  pofitive  proofs  and  docu- 
ments. I  neither  am  nor  mean  to  be  the 
hiftorian  of  that  band  of  afTaflins  who  have 
entitled  themfelves  the  French  Republic.  I 
fhould  be  happy  could  I  merit,  by  talents  as 
much  as  by  zeal,  the  honour  of  being  the 
hiftorian  of  my  King,  and  at  his  death  I 
Ihall  lay  down  my  pen. 
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Chapter  i. 


The  Retreat  of  the  Archbijhop  of  Sens—^ 
AJfembly  of  Notables — Fermentation  pro- 
duced by  it — Mr.  Necker — Memorial  from 
the  Princes  —  The  Duke  of  Orleans — 
Letter  from  the  Peers  to  the  King- — 
Convocation  of  the  States-General —  Vio^ 
lent  Jnfurre£iions*. 

X  HE  French  Monarchy,  after  ^j\  exiftence 
of  mote  than  thirteen  centuries  attended  with 
a  variety  of  viciflitudes,  had  at  length  arrived 
at  the  limits  which  nature  feemed  to  have 

*  The  difturbances  and  iafurre£tions  antecedent  to 
4is  period  have  been  related  m  the  firft  five  Chapters 
of  toy  Private  Memoirs  publi(hed  in  1797. 

*  pre- 


[[ANlfALS    OF   Tttt 

prcfcribcd  to  it,  and  beyond  which  its  extent 
became  unwieldy.  In  this  long  courfc  of  time 
France  had  never  been  conquered,  and  intef- 
tine  diflenfions  had  been  lefs  frequent  there 
than  in  the  other  States  of  Europe.  Under  the 
reign  of  Louis  XIV.  it  attained  the  higheft 
degree  of  glory  and  profperity,  became  in  a 
manner  the  country  of  great  men  of  every 
kind,  and  was  confidered  as  the  firft  of  Na- 
tions. The  fupreme  power  was  confolidated  - 
as  %vell  by  the  wifdom  as  by  the  firmnefs 
with  which  it  was  cxercifed. 

At  the  death  of  Louis  XIV.  France,  ftill 
governed  by  bis  fhade,  prefented  a  grand 
phenomenon.  The  fprings  of  Adminiftra- 
tion  preferved,  during  a  long  minority,  by 
thor  force  of  habit  alone,  the  regular  and 
vigorous  adtion  which  had  been  imprefled 
upon  .them ;  and  while  the  fortunes  of  indi- 
viduals were  (haken,  and  thoufands  of  pri- 
vate families  ruined,  by  Law^s  fcheme,  the 
public  fecurity  received  no  injury  whatever; 
fo  deeply  rooted  was  the  rcfpe(9:  for  tlie 
King's  authority. 

During  the   Adminiftration  of  Cardinal 
Fleury  the  Royal  power  experienced  no  di- 
minution,   becaufe  it   was  employed   with 
inoderation.     The  peace  of  1748  int rod uce4 
1  a  n^w 
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%  new  prdcr  of  things.  In  1750,  the  King, 
wi(hing  to  eftablifli  public  credit  by  a  fink- 
ing fund,  laid  a  tax  of  a  twentieth  part  on 
all  Income  without  diftind:ion.  The  Clergy 
and  the  Provincial  jSrtates  remonftrated  againft 
this  tax,  as  infringing  upon  their  privileges, 
and,  unfortunately  for  the  State*  their  rcmon«- 
flrances  prevailed.  The  Clergy  were  ex- 
empted from  the  tax,  and  permitted  to  mitke 
fi  voluntary  gift  in  its  ftead.  The  Provin- 
cial States  were  allowed  to  enter  into  fubr 
fcriptions.  By  this  precedent  it  was  feen 
that  it  was  poffible  to  oppofe  the  King's  will 
fuccefsfuUy,  evep  when  it  was  juft. 

The  CJoveri^ment  was  farther  injured  by 
the  infufficiency  and  verfatility  of  its  dc^ 
ciiions  upon  th?  religious  queftions  whiclj^ 
^rofe  bet\yecn  the  Clergy  and  the  Parlia- 
ments. The  Royal  authority  loft  alfo  much 
of  its  weight  by  the  grei^  influence  which 
intereft  and  intrigue  had  in  the  appointment 
of  perfons  to  the  chief  employments.  Men 
who  were  neither  fo|-nfied  by  habit  nor  tafte  to 
diligence,  oj:  who  had  no  experience  in  Ad- 
mimilnttion,  no  knowledge  of  bufinefs,  were 
placed  in  the  offices  pf  the  Colberts,  Lou^ 
v$is,  d*Argcnfans^  and  Mashaults,  An 
^Wgmentati^  .of  the  expeaces  of  the  State, 

an4 
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,  and  a  ncccflity  for  having  recourfe  to  new 
taxes  to  meet  them,  were  the  confequcnce. 
Thence  thofe  frequent  difputes  with  the 
Parliaments,  and  thofe  continual  rcmon- 
ftrances  the  boldnefs  of  which  kept  pace 
with  the  wcakncfs  of  the  Miniftry.  Beds  of 
Juftice  were  multiplied,  and  Courts  were  fuf- 
pcnded,  fupprefTed,  and  re-eftabliflied,  with- 
out becoming  more  docile.  Adts  of  autho- 
rity exercifed  againft  the  Magiftrates  ipade 
their  refiftance   but  the  more  illuftrious. 

At  the  fame  period  of  time  there  arofe 
an  audacious  and  guilty  fe6t,  who,  under 
the  name  of  Philofophy,  created  a  new 
power,  which  they  called  Public  Opinion^ 
and  of  which  they  conftiluted  themfelves 
the  organs.  Its  feat  exifted  no  where,  and 
its  Decrees  were  promulgated  only  by  fedi- 
tious  writings  and  infolent  declamations, 
which,  far  from  exprefling  the  general  fen- 
.  tiroent  or  wifh,  were  found,  on  examination, 
i  to  contain  merely  the  opinions  that  fome 
pfeudo-philofophers  took  it  into  their  heads 
to  publifli.  They  aflailed  both  the  Altar  and 
the  Throne,  Morality  and  Subordination, 
fontftitoincs  with  the  weapons  of  ridicule,  at 
others  by  making  a  queftion  of  the  wifdom 
of  all   the  inftitutions  rendered  facred  by 

their 
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their  antiquity.  They  fummoncd  before 
them  Mioiftcrs,  Generals,  and  all  the  Agents 
of  public  powcr-f— frequently  determined  thehr 
appointment  and  their  difgrace. 

Upder  Louis  XVI,  this  new  Sovereignty, 
which  the  writers  and  fa<Sious  of  all  coun- 
tries prided  themfelves  on  being  called  to 
participate,  became  ftill  more  formidable. 
The  fpurious  philofophy  found  profelytes 
even  in  the  Council  of  the  King.  The  er- 
rors of  the  Adminiftration  grew  more  fe- 
rious,  and  the  very  virtues  of  the  Prince 
proved  injurious  to  hi$  power.  The  firfl: 
years  of  this  reign  were  marked  by  popular 
commotions,  occafioned  by  the  high  price  of 
com.  The  Government  thought  that  they 
could  remedy  this  by  addreffing  differtations 
to  the  people,  while  infurreiflions,  from  be- 
ing unpimiflied,  multiplied. 

The  American  war,  into  which  Louis  XVL 
was  unfortunately  feduced  by  coiinfels  as 
impolitic  as  they  were  immoral,  opened  in 
France  new  buds  of  rebellion :  it  at  once  fet 
the  example  and  taught  the  arts  of  it.  Con- 
futed ideas  of  Liberty,  of  Independence,  and 
of  Democracy,  fermented  in  the  biains  of 
men,  atid  prepared  a  general  explofion, 
which  was  accelerated  by  the  unfkilfulnefs  of 

a  Mi- 
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a  Minifter  bom  a  republican.  He  mtro« 
duccd  republican  inftitutipns  into  the  French 
Monarchy,  and  initiated  the  people  into  the 
knowledge  of  affairs  of  State.  A  defign, 
not  more  ambitious  than  fooliih,  of  ac« 
ijuiring  great  popularity,  made  him  adopt 
the  projcdl  of  providing  for  the  expcnccs  of 
the  war  without  increafing  the  taxes ;  which 
he  did  by  loans,  the  intereft  of  which  con- 
siderably augmented  the  deficit  that  already 
exifted  in  the  finances.  The  extraordinary 
means  to  which  the  Minifters  who  fucceed- 
cd  Mr.  Necker  were  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
to  cover  that  fatal  deficit^  gave  rffe  to  the 
moft  violent  declamations  againft  the  mif- 
management  of  the  revenues  » of  the  State. 
The  oppofition  of  the  Parliaments  compelled 
the  King  to  convoke  an  Aflembly  of  Nota-^ 
bles.  His  Majefty  propofed  to  them  a  new 
lyftcm  of  taxation,  and  the  eftablifhment  of 
Provincial  Aflemblies  throughout  the  king- 
dom. The  Notables  affented  to  the  propofa) 
Relative  to  Provincial  Affemblies,  but  reje<3:- 
^d  the  idea  of  all  new  taxation,  and  declared 
themfelves  incompetent  to  confent  to  any, 
The  Parliament  followed  this  example,  and 
invited  the  King  to  affemble  the  States^Ge^ 
neral.     Their  convocation  was  then  ihimen 

diately 
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diately  demoded  in  every  part  of  the  King- 
doin»  and  became  the  rallying  cry  of  the 
Faftious*     The  Miniftry,  cmbarrafled,  and 
endeavouring  to  gain  time,  had  the  extreme 
imprudence  to  invite  the  whole  Nation   to 
afEft  the  King  with  their  counfels.  From  that 
moment  every  pretender  to  genius  had  his 
plan  for  a  Conftitution,  his  fyftem  for  a  Go- 
vernment.   The  Kingdom  was  deluged  with 
abfurd  and    inflammatory   writings.      The 
difcontent  and  fermentation  daily  increafing 
very  foon  brought  France  to  that  ftate  of 
general  agitation  and  diforder  which  had 
precedpd  the  commotions  of  the  Fronde^  the 
qha4ai(9:er   and   confequences   of  which  are 
energetically  depidled  by  Cardinal  de  Rctz. 
**  The  Parliament/'  fays  he,  **  murmured 
at  the  edidl  of  the  Tarif,  and  as  foon  as  they 
murmured  every  body's  eyes  were  opened  ; 
but  flill  they  groped,  as  if  in  the  dark,  for 
laws  which  were   no  longer  to  be   found. 
Men  inquired  of  one  another  for  them;  and 
in  this  agitation,  the  queftions  which  their 
mutual  explanations  gave  rife  to,  obfcure  as 
they  were,  and  venerable  by  their  obfcurity, 
became  problematic,    and    for   that   reafon 
odious  to  one  half  of  them.     The  People 

entered  the  fanduary :  they  drew  afide  the 

veil, 
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veil,  which  ought  ever  to  cover  all  that  can 
be  faid,  or  all  that  can  be  thought,  of  the 
rights  of  Nations,  and  of  thofe  of  Kings, 
which  never  agree  fo  well  as  in  filence  ♦/* 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  minds  of  men 
in  France,  when  Louis  XVL  engaged  to 
convoke  the  States-General.  At  that  period 
commence  the  fadts  which  I  have  under^ 
taken  to  relate. 

The  retreat  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Sens 
was  celebrated  at  Paris  with  thofc  fcditious 
tranfports  of  joy,  infulting  to  the  Royal  au- 
thority, to  which  his  extravagant  condudl: 
had  expofed  all  the  agents  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  day  after  his  departure,  the  mob, 
affcmbling  at  the  Place- Dauphine,  made 
a  bonfire,  in  which  they  burnt  a  whimfi- 
cal  figure,  drefled  in  a  red  caffock,  repre- 
j^nting  the  Cardinal.  To  prevent  a  repe- 
tition of"  this  indecent  farce  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  which  had  been  announced,  a  con- 
fiderable  detachment  of  the  Paris  Guards 
was  Rationed  at  the  Pont-neuf^  with  orders 
to  let  no  one  pafs  to  the  Place-Dauphine^ 
except  perfons  refiding  there.  The  people 
ran  thither  vfx  a  crowd,  and  attempted  to 

*  Memoirs  of  Canlinal  de  Reiz,  vol.  1.  book  ii. 

force 
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force  the  Guard ;  but  they  defended  thera- 
felves  vigoroufly,  and  killed  or  wounded 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty  perfons.  The 
mutineers  were  not  diftieartened  by  this 
check.  They  infulted  and  ill-treated  all 
the  foldiers  of  the  watch  who  paffed  the 
ftreets  in  their  uniform.  Small  bodies  both  of 
the  foot  knd  horfe  guards  were  flopped,  an4 
their  arms  taken  away.  The  fentry-box  oa 
the  Pont-neuf  and  fome  others  were  burnt', 
while  acclamations  were  (houted  to  Henry  IV. 
and  to  the  French  and  Swifs  Guards.  This 
cajolery,  which  the  year  after  brought  over 
the  former  regiment  to  the  populace,  was 
now  adrffefled  to  both  as  a  returi)  of  thanks 
for^their  inaftion,  or  as  an  invitation  to 
them  to  refufe  their  fervice,  (hould  thi^ 
be  called  upon.  But  it  did  not  produce 
the  hoped  effed: ;  for  the  very  next  day  both 
thofe  regiments  marched  againft  the  rebels, 
difperfed  all  the  mobs,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
tumult  and  diforder  which  had  prevailed  for 
three  days  in  the  capital.  It  is  not  irrelevartt 
to  obferve  here,  that  the  very  perfons  who 
were  feen  at  that  jundture  haranguing  and 
exciting  the  populace  to  revolt,  were  thofe 
who  were  afterwards  feen  aflUming  the  lead* 
in  all  the  rebellious  commotions  that  have 
2  taken 
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taken  place  in  the  courfe  of  the  Revolution  • 
In  all  great  towns  there  is  a  certain  number 
of  worthlefs  people,,  who  are  idle,'  turbu- 
lent, and  audacious,  the  conftant  promoters 
of  diforder,  becaufe  it  is  favourable  to 
their  rogueries,  and  who  are  ever  ready  to 
join  the  firft  ringleader  willing  to  take  their 
crimes  into  pay*  The  officers  of  the  police 
ought  to  exert  their  utmoft  vigilance  in 
obta;ining  a  knowledge  of  all  perfons  of  thij 
clafs ;  they  Ihould  be  acquainted  with  the 
abode  of  every  one  of  them,  their  con- 
nexions, their  places  of  refort,  and  never 
lofe  light  of  them,  particularly  at  junctures 
in  which  the  public  tranquillity  is  in  any 
danger*  It  is  always  eaficr  to  prevent  than 
to  fupprefs  infurredtions,  and  the  fureft  mode 
of  preventing  therti  is  to  fecure  in  time 
thofe  perfons  who  alone  are  capable  of  ex- 
citing them. 

Sept.  1788.]  At  this  period  Marfhal  Biron^ 
who  was  the  Colonel  of  the  French  Guards, 
died ;  an  event  wJiich  may  be  confidered  as 
one  of  thofe  that  contributed  to  the  Revolu- 
tion. The  fubordination  and  fidelity  of 
that  regiment  depended  in  a  very  great 
meafure  upon  the  attachment  which  the  fol* 
diers  had  to  their  Commander,  whom  they 
1  re- 
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refpedtcd,  whom  they  adored,  whom  they 
all  looked  upon  as  their  father.  The  oarc 
dread  of  giving  him  pain  wa^  enough  to 
hold  them  to  their  duty,  and  would  have 
counteraifled  all  the  means  ufed  to  feducd 
them.  His  fucceffor  was  lefs  bent  on  prc- 
fcrving  thofc  invaluable  afFcdlions,  than  on 
introducing  into  the  regiment  innovations, 
which  perhaps  would  have  been  ufeful  in 
more  tranquil  times,  but  were  at  lead  im- 
prudent at  a  moment  when  all  ideas  on  Re- 
form were  already  become  Revolutionary 
ideas. 

It  was  in  thefe  circumftances,  the  moft 
critical  in  which  France  had  ever  flood,  that 
Louis  XVI,  adhering  to  the  engagement  he 
had  folemnly  entered  into  of  aflembling 
the  States-General,  refolvedupon  convoking 
them.  His  Majefty  might  have  followed 
the  example  of  his  predeceffors,  and  regu- 
lated in  the  Council,  by  his  own  authority, 
every  thing  relative  to  the  Conftitution  of 
thit  Affembly,  and  to  the  mode  of  calling^ 
it  together.  No  one  would  have  thought  of 
difputing  the  King*s  right  to  adopt,  for  that 
purpofe,  what  had  been  pradifed  in  any  of 
the  former  Affemblies.  This  would  doubt- 
kfs  have  been  the  wifcft  ftcp  j  but  it  wa$ 
'  Vol.  I.  E  too 
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too  fimple  to  meet  with  Mr.  Necker^s  ap- 
probation. •  Whether  with  the  view  of  fig- 
oali^ing  his  return  to  adminiftration  by 
fonae  very  brilliant  exploit,  or  of  giving 
the  greater  folemnity  to  the  King's  refolu- 
tioor,  he  propofed  and  prev?dled  on  thq 
Council  tp  adopt  the  meafure  of  convoking 
the  Notables  a  fecond  time,  in  order  to  fub- 
mit;  to  their  confideration  feveral  queftions, 
as  delicate  as  important,  refpe<5ting  the  con- 
fldtution  of  the  Statesi-General.  This  fecond 
npeeting-was  compofed.  of  the  fame  mem- 
bers as  the  former,  and  was  alfo  held  at 
V^r^illQS  in  the  month  of  November  1788. 
A  mpft  violent  ferment  very,  foon  appeared 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  chiefly  at 
Paris.  The  great  queftions  propofed  to  the 
Notables  were  points  difcuffed  by  the  mul- 
titudc,  in  coffee-houfes,,  taverns^  and  all 
public.places  ;  and  thofe  tumjiltuous  debates 
of  ignorance  and  delirium  were  already  dif- 
pofing.to  Anti-monarchical  notions  a  majo- 
rity of  the  mofl:  formidable  nature  uader  a 
weak  Government — that  pf  the  Populace. 
The  Clubs  at  the  Palais-Royal  became  daily 
more  turbulent;  the  mpfl:  inflammatory 
writings;  were  difperfcd  with  an  alarming 
fiwrility  and  profufion  j  yet  neither  the  Po- 
lice 


Nov.  1788.]       FRENCH    REVOLUTION.  7 

lice  ttOf  ih6  Minifter  ajjjpearcd  to  take  the 
feaft  notice  of  them.  Thfe  fpirit  of  revolt  was 
fpfeading  moft  rapidly  in  all  the  provinces, 
and  the  ^lot  agaihft  the  Clergy  alnd  the  No- 
bility was  aliiioft  general.  Such  Were  the  evi- 
dent efiedHs  of  that  llriking  Rei^ort,  upon 
which  Mr.  Necker^  againft  the  almoft  una- 
hitnoUs  opiiiiion  of  the  Aflembly  of  Nota- 
bfes,  preVaifed  upon  the  Council  to  adopt 
the  r^folutioh  of  gi*anting  to  the  Third  Or^ 
dera  double  number  of  Reprefentatives^  in 
the  States-General. 

At  tHii  critical  iriotxieht  the  Princes  deli- 
vered thfe  following  remarkable  Memorial  to 
the  Kin^,  which  thd  difaffeded  had  th6  af- 
furaiice  ta  entitle  the  Manifefto  of  a  War 
pifetendiid  to  have  be^ri  planned  againft 
the  Thiyd  Order,  but  which  pofterity  will 
fee  Was  a  prophetic  (ketch  of  the  Revo- 
lution. 

« 

The  Miemoriail  prefcnted  to  the  King  by  the 
Cou&t  d'Artois,  the  Prince  de  Conde,  the 
•  Duke  de  Bourbon,  the  Duke  d*Enghien, 
u)d  the  Prince  de  Conti, 

"  Sire, 
*"  WHEN  your  Majefty  forbade  the  No- 
tables-to  take  uiwfcr  their  confideration  the 

E  2  Memo- 
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Memorial  delivered  to  them  by  his  High- 
nefs  the  Prince  de  Conti,  your  Majcfty  de- 
clared to  the  Princeis  of  your  blood,  that, 
whehever  they  had  any  thing  to  propofc 
tending  to  the  good  of  your  fervice  and  of 
the  State,  they  might  addrefs  themfelves  to 
you. 

*'  The  Count  d'Artoisi  the  Prince  de 
Condi^  the  Duke  de^  Bourbon^  the  Duke 
d'Enghien^  and  the  Prince  de  Conti,  think 
it  their  duty  to  take  the  advantage  of  that 
declaration  of  your  Majefty . 

•'  In  fad:,  to  the  Princes  of  your  blood. 
Who  hold  the  higheft  rank  of  your  fubjedts, 
who  are  bom  your  counfellors,  who  by  their 
rights  arc  interefted  to  defend  yours,  to  them 
does  it  particularly  belong  to  lay '  truth  be- 
fore you,  and  they  think  themfelves  alfo 
t>ound  to  fubniit  their  fentimcnts  and  opi- 
nions to  your  Majefty. 

**  Sire,  the  State  is  in  danger.  Your 
perfon  is  refpedled ;  the  virtues  of  the  Mo- 
narch enfure  him  the  homage  of  the  Na- 
tion;  but,  Sire,  a  Revolution  is  taking  place 
in  the  principles  of  the  Govemmdnt, 
brought  on  by  a  ferment  hi  the  minds  of 
the  People.  Inftitutions  held  facred,  and  by 
which  this  Monarchy  has  profpered  for  fo 

many 
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many  ages,  arc  made  fubjedts  of  debate, 
and  even  decried  as  replete  with  injuf- 
ticc. 

"  The  writings  which  have  appeared 
fincc  the  Affembly  of  Notables  has  .been 
fitting ;  the  Memorials  which  have  been  de- 
livered to  the  under figned  Princes  ;  the  Pe- 
titions drawn  up  by  fcveral provinces,  towns, 
or  focieties ;  the  objed:  and  ftyle  of  thofe 
Petitions  and  Memorials,  all  proclaim  and 
prove  z  digefted  fyftem  of  diforder,  and 
contempt  for  the  laws  of  the  State.  Every 
author  fets  himfelf  up  for  a  legiflator ;  elo- 
quence, and  the  art  of  writing,  eveh 
.though  deftitute  of  ftudy,  knowledge,  or 
experience,  feem  to  bellow  a  fufEcient  title  to 
regulate  the  Conftitutions  of  Empires.  Who- 
ever advances  a  bold  propofition,  whoever 
propofes  a  change  of  the  laws,  is  fure  to 
find  readers  and  partifans. 

•*  Such  is  the  unhappy  progrefs  ^f  this 
cfFervefcence,  that  opinions,  which  fome 
time  ago  would  have  appeared  extremely 
reprehenfible,  now  appear  juft  and  reafona- 
ble  J  apd  what  good  men  are  now  hurt  at, 
will  in  a  fliort  time,  perhaps,  pafs  as  regu- 
lar and  legal.  Who  can  iay  where  the  rafh- 
nefs  of  opinion  will  Hop?    The  rights  of 

E3     ,  thf 
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the  Throne  have  b?cn  difputcd;  opiijictf)^ 
are  divided  on  the  rights  of  the  two  Ordqrf 
of  the  State;  very  foon  the  rights  of  pfp*- 
perty  will  be^  attacked,  and  inequality,  of 
fortune  be  poinded  put  as  an  obje<3:  of  |r«- 
form.  A  fuppreflion  of  the  Feudal  Rig^ti^ 
has  been .  already  propofed,  as  they  a^re  {^^ 
to  be  a  fyilem  of  pppreiHoni  a^d  ^  rctan^s^ 
of  barbarifm. 

**  From  thefe  new  fyftems,  and  the  plan 
of  effedling  a  change  in  rights  and  the  k^wp, 
has  arifen  the  defign,  ^nnounc^d  by  ibme. 
Societies  of  the  Tiers  Etat,  of  obt^pjng 
for  that  Order  a  double  nyxfc^tt  of  votes  ii^ 
thp  States-General,  while  es^h  of  the  twQ 
other  Orders  are  to  have  onjy  ^  finglc 
proportion.  The  underfigned  Princes  will 
ijot  repeat  what  h^s  been,  declared  by  fevc- 
lal  Committee? ;  the  injuftice  and  the  dan.-* 
ger  of  innovation,  eithey  iij  the  conftitution 
of  the  States-Gener^l  or  ifl  the  ijipde  of 
convoking  thein ;  ^the  multitude  of  claims 
that  woujd  %rt  up  in  confequence:;  the 
facility,  if  the  votes  be  taken,  individually 
and  not  by  Orders,  of  ^ndsingeriog,  \^  i^^Xh^ 
cing  fome  members  qf  the  Tier4  EiaU  thi© 
interefts  of  thaf  Order,  better  protf^jgd:  by 
thp  prefent  Conftitutjoiij  thp  deftru(3ion  of 

the 
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the  balance  fo  wifely  cftablifhed  among  the 
Three  Orders,  and  of  their  refpecft  we  inde- 
pendence. * ' 

**  It  has  been  fignified  to  jrour  Majeftj% 
how  important  it  is  to  adhere  to  the"  onljr 
form  of  convoking  the  States-General  \vKich 
is  conliitutional,  that  prefcribed  by  law  and 
cuftom;  to  the  diftiniStion  of  the  OrdeM,  ti> 
the  rights  of  feparate  deliberation,  and  to 
the  equality  of  votes — thofe  utialtcrabfe 
foundations  of  the  French  Monarchy. 

**  It  has  not  been  concealed  from  your 
Majefty,  that  to  change  the  form  of  the 
letters  of  convocation  for  the  Tiers  Etat 
only,  and  to  call  to  the  States-General  dou- 
ble the  numbef  of  the  deputies  of  that 
Order,  even  though  two  voices  ^^ent  but 
for  one  vote,  as  heretofore,  would  be  an  in- 
dire6l  mode  of  allowing  the  claim  of  the 
Tiers  Etat,  which,  taught  by  its^  firft  fuc-- 
cefs,  would  not  be  difpofed  to  remain  con- 
tented with  a  conceffion  having  noNobjcd, 
^d  being  of  no  ufe  Co  long  as  the  increaf- 
6d  number  of  deputies  made  no  alteration  in 
the  number  of  votes, 

•♦  Your  Majefty  may  alfo  have  bfeen  coWi- 
viftc^d,  that  the  union  of  two  deputies  form* 
ihg  one  vote,  may,  by  their  having  diiFef- 

E  4  ent 
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cnt  Opinions,  occafion  their  votes  to  be 
drawn ;  and  if  a  drawn  vote  be  confidered 
as  nothing,  according  to  the  ufual  cuftom, 
it  opens  a  new  door  of  refiftance  againft  the 
Governincnt. 

"  Thefc  principles  have  been  unfolded, 
imd  fcem  to  have  been  demonftrated  in  the 
iullcft  manner. 

**  It  only  remains  for  the  under figned 
Princes  to  exprefs  their  attachment  tp  the 
State  and  to  your  Majefty.     They  cannot 
refrain  from  declaring,  that  they  (hcnild  be 
exceedingly  alarmed  for  the  State,  wer6  the 
pretended  claims  of  the  Third  Order  rati^ 
fied,  and  for  the  melancholy  cpnfequences 
that  would  attend  the  proppfed  alteration  in 
the  Conftitution  of  the  States.     In  fuch  an 
alteration  they  have  a  gloomy  profpeiSt  j 
they  fee  every  King,  according  to  his  views 
or  his  partialities,  changing  the  rights  of 
the  Nation ;  a  fuperftitious  King  beftowing 
the   preponderance  of   fufFrages   upon  the 
Clergy;  a  warlike  King  lavifliing  them  up^- 
on  the  Nobility,  his  fpllowers  in  warj  aiid 
then  would  the  Tiers  Etdty  which  at  this 
moment  would  be  the  gaifter  of  the  fupe«» 
riority,  have  caufe,  from  thofe  fludkuadkmSt 
tp  repent  their  fucf  efs  ;  each  Q^i^$  in  itj^ 
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turn, -opprcfling  or  opprefl^,  the  Conftitu- 
tioii  corrupted  or  unfteady^  the  Naticm  ever 
divided,  and  thenceforth  ever  feeble  and 
wretched*  / 

••  But  there  are  ftill  more  impending 
misfortunes.  In  a  kingdom  where  for  fo 
long  a  time  civil  diffenfibns  have  been  un« 
known,  it  is  painful  to  pronoimce  difunion; 
it  is  an  event,  however,  we  muft  expe^, 
if  the  rights  pf  the  two  higher  Orders  un* 
dergo  any  violation  ;  for  one  or  perhaps 
both  of  thofe  Orders  may  difavow  the 
States-Cjeneral,  and  refufe  to  confirm  their 
own  degradation  by  appearing  at  the  Af- 
fembly. 

^*  Who  can  doubt  at  leaft  but  that  a 
great  number  of  gentlemen  would  attack 
the  legality  of  the  States-General,  proteft 
againft  them,  caufe  their  Protefts  to  be  re« 
giilered  by  the  Parliaments,  and  even  declare 
them  to  "the  States  thcmfelves  ? — From  that 
momentt  whatever  were  decreed  in  that 
A0embly  would,  in  the  eyes  of  a  part  of  the 
Nation,  no  longer  have  the  force  of  National 
<3oofent;  and  in  the  minds  of  people 
what  weight  would  not  Protefts  have, 
which  tended  to  exonerate  them  from  pay- 
ipg  the  taxes  granted  in  the  States  !  Thus, 

that 
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that  Ai3fetnbly,  ibinudi  wifhcd  for,  and  (6 
ncce&rj,  would  cmlj  prove  a  fource  of 
troubics  and  liiibrder. 

•*  But  even  were  your  Majefly  fiirc  of 
experiencing  no  obftacle  to  die  execution  of 
your  will,  can  you,  noble,  Juft,  and  fxAl  of 
fcDffibility  as  yew  are,  rcfolve  to  facrifice,  to 
-  injure  that  brave,  ancient,  and  refpc^blc  No- 
bility, who  have  (bed  fo  much  blood  for  their 
courrtry  and  for  their  Kings;  who  placed 
Hugh  Capet  upon  the  Throne;  who  tore 
the  fceptre  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Englifh, 
to  rcftore  it  to  Charles  VII,  and  by  whom 
the  Crown  was  fhrmly  fettled  upon  the  head 
of  the  reigning  branch  ? 

*•  In  fpcaking  of  ^  the  Nobility,  the 
Princes  of  your  blood  fpeak  for  thanfelves; 
they  cannot  forget  that  they  make  a  part  of 
the  body  of  the  NbbUity,  that  they  ought 
not  to  be  diftmguiihed  from  it,  and  that 
their  highcft  title  is  that  of  Gentlemen^  This 
was  faid  by  Henry  IV,  and  they  have  plea^ 
fure  in  repeating,  the  exprcffions  of  fiis  no- 
ble fentiments* 

*•  Let  the  Tiers  Etwt  then  ccafe  from 
attacking  the  rights  of  the  two  other  Ot^ 
dcrs; — ^rights  which,  being  as  old  as  the 
Monarchy,,  ought  to  be  as  unalterable  as 

the 
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Ac  Gottftkittion  of  it ;  and  let  it  cpnfee  it- 
i^{  to  foliciting  a  dccreafe  of  the  tsgces  with 
which  it  may  be  fu^rcharged :  then  might 
the  two  higher  Qcdcrs,  finding  in  the  Third 
countrymen  who  are  dear  to  them,  gotcr 
roufly  renounce  pecuniary  privilcge3t  and 
cohfent  to  fupport  the  public  burdens,'  with 
the  moft  jKrfedt  equality. 

•'  The  underfigned  Princes  rcquefl:  to  fet 
tlic  example  of  every  facrifice  that  may  c^^ti* 
tribute  to  the  good  of  the  State,  and  to  ce* 
ment  the  union  of  the  Orders  that  coin^ 
pcrfe  it.  .        ' 

**  Let  the  Tiers  Etai  rcfled  what,  in 
the  end,  might  be  the  confequcnce  of  in-^ 
Tading  the  rights  of  the  Clergy  and  Nobi-» 
Uty,  and  the  lefuh  of  the  confufion  of  tha 
Orders. 

*•  AccoiuJing  to  the  general  laws  by 
which  all  Political  Conftitutions  are  dire<9:«» 
ed,  the  Freaoph  Monarchy  muft  degenerate 
into  De^otofm^  or  become  a  Democracy  i 
(wo  difiEbrent  kinds  of  Revolution,  but  bfoeh 
deploi^ble. 

'*  Againfti  Etefpotifm  the  Nation  has  two 
biirricrs'f-^yiour  Majdfty*s  interefts,  and  your 
piincipies  i.  and  yourMaj^y  may  be  aflured, 
that  jDeal  Frenchmen  will  never  admit  thq 

idea 
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idea  of  a  Government  inconfiftcnt  with  the 
extent  of  the  Statfe,  the  number  of  its  in- 
I^bitants,  the  national  character,  and  the 
innate  fentiments  which  at  all  times  hav6 
attached  them  and  their  fathers  to  a  Sove- 
reign as  to  a  benefadtor. 

**  The  underfigned  Princcsr  will  purfue 
thefe  refledions  no  farther.  It  is  with  re- 
gret  they  have  fpokcn  of  the  misfortunes 
which  threaten  the  State,  and  they  will 
turn  with  more  fatisfaiSion  to  its  re- 
fources. 

♦'  Your  Majefty,  exalted  by  your  virtues 
above  the  ordinary " views  of  Sovereigns, 
who  are  for  the-  moft  part  jealous,  and^am- 
bitious  of  power,  has  made  conceffions  ta 
your  fubjeds,  which  they  did  not  require. 
You  have  called  upon  them  to  exercife  a 
light,  the  ufe  of  which  they  had  long  loft, 
and  almoft  forgotten.  This  noble  a6t  of 
juftice  lays  the  Nation  under  great  obliga* 
tions;  and  they  ought  not  to  refufe  to  confide 
in  a  King  who  has  confided  in  them.  The 
burdens  of  the  State,  fandtioned  by  public 
eonfenf ,  ought  to  be  borne  with  lefs  reluc- 
tance; and  the  Royal  authority,  more  regu- 
lar, and  confequenily  more  venerable  and 
paternal,  (hould  find  zealous   defenders  in 

the 
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the  Magilirates,  who  in  times  of  difficulty 
have  always  been  the  props  of  the  Throne, 
and  who  know  that,  in  the  eyes  of  good 
citizens,  the  rights  of  their  King  and  Coun- 
try are  infeparable. 

**  That  generous  fentiment  which  has 
ever  diftinguifhed  the  F^rench — the  love  for 
theperfon  of  their  King ;  that  fentiment, 
whjch  in  a  Monarchy  is  one  of  the  fprings 
of  the  Government,  and  is  blended  with  ^ 
patriotifm;  that  paffion,  that  enthufiafm, 
which  has  produced  ampngft  us  fo  many 
gceat  and  heroic  actions,  fo  many  ftruggles 
and  facrifices,  which  the  laws  could  not 
didlate,  will  ftill  appear  with  energy. 

••  The  underfigned  Princes  take  pleafurc 
in  fpeaking  the  language  of  fenfibility  to  your 
M?jefty;  they  are  of  opinion,  that  they 
(hould  never  fpeak  any  other  to  their  So- 
vereign, 

**  In  you.  Sire,  all  your  fubje<5ts  behold 
a  father,  but  it  more  particularly  belongs  to 
the  Princes  of  your  blood  to  call  you  by 
that  name :  yon  have  fhown  the  feelings  of 
one  to  each  of  them,  and  gratitude  makes 
them  fo  cameft  with  your  Majefty. 

•*  Deign,  Sire,  to  liften  to  the  prayer  of 
your  children,  di^Sated  by  the  moft  tender 

a^d 


1$  XlXSALi  OP  rttt^  {t;^ 

and  rcfpc6fcful  concern,  by  th6  defire  of  pub* 
lie  tranquillity,  and  of  fuppoirfing  the  po^ir 
of  a  King,  the  more  worthy  of  being  loVed 
and  obeyed,  as  his  whole  folicitude  is  foj^ 
the  happinefs  of  his  fubjeiSIs* 

(Signed)      CharUs-Philip\    Lduis-Jo* 

feph  de  Bovnrbon,  Louisa 

Htnry'JoJepkd^Bmtb&ri^ 

Louis-Anthony^Henry  de 

'    Bourbon,  Louis-Francis^. 

Jofeph  de  BoufboTiA 
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At  that  time  the  Duke  of  Orleans i  en- 
groffed  in  courting  popularity,  refufed  his 
concurrence  and  fignature  to  this  Mertiorial. 
He  adfumed  the  greatcfl  devotion  for  the 
eaufe  of  the  Tiers  Etat,  and  the  tendereft- 
folicitude  for  the  relief  of  the  People.  From 
the  moft  fordid  covetoufnefs  he  was  feen 
fuddenly  pafling  to  the  moft  oftentatious 
prodigality.  He  ordered  bread  to  be  diftri- 
buted  to  the  poor,  in  almoft  every  parifh  of 
the  capital ;  caufcd  fires  to  be  made  on  very 
cold  days  in  all  the  fquares  and  principal 
ftreets;  and  hired  two  coach^-houfes  near 
the  Palais-Bourbon,  which  he  turned  into 
kitchens,  wherte  bis  owh  cooks  attended  to 
roift  large  joints  of  niekt,  which  they  di- 
2  '     vided 
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vided  anaong  th^^  nccaflitousi.  with  a  pwipor-* 
tionate  qimntity  of  bread.  Thcfe  aic^^  o£ 
libeiality^  publiflmi:  ini  all  the  papers  with 
cxaggeratipn  and  in  a  ftriking  m^incr^ 
gained  him  the  favour  of  the  People  to  a 
degree  that  greatly  difquicted  the  Court, 
againft  which,  fince  his  kft  banishments  he 
fe^ned  an  animofity  he  no  longer  conoealed^ 
Nor.  were  they  lefs  alarmed  for  the  cSqO: 
which  was  naturally  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  public  ini^rudtipns  addrefled  by  tha^ 
Prince  to  ajl  his  bailiwicks,  and  which  ho 
caufed  to  be  difpcrfed  by  thoufands  through- 
out the  whole  kingdom.,  Thcfe  inftruc- 
tions,  which  were  drawn  up  by  the  Abbe 
SieyeSy  contained,  among  other  remarkable 
regul^ions,  a  detire  that  the  Bailiwick  Af- 
femblies  would  direct  their  deputies  to  the 
States-General  to  petition  for  a  periodical 
return  of  the  National  Aflcmblies,  for  an 
equal  contribution  to  the  taxes,  and  for  the 
introdudion  of  a  law  of  divorce  into  France. 
It  was  not.  without  the  greateft  rapture  that 
the  people  heard  thofe  inftrudiions  read, 
although  the  moft  of  them  were  far  above 
their  c(MBpreheniion. 

The  Parliament  of.  Paris  hoped  to  calm 
the  general  eflfervefcencei  and  to  recall  the 

minds 
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minds  of  men  to  more  reafonabic  ideas,  by 
deteraiining  previoufly^  in  a  folemn  rcfolu- 
ticMi,  the  principal  reforais  and  improve- 
ments with  which  they  judged  the  Nation 
ihould  be  fatisfied.  In  that  Refolution,  en- 
titled A  Refolution  upon  the  prefent  State 
of  the  Nation^  it  was  faid,  that  as  the  ap- 
proaching  Affcmbly  of  the  States-General 
might  be  confidercd  as  an  Affcmbly  ftridlly 
National,  it  was  neceffary,  in  convening  it, 
that  the  King  fliould  be  pleafed  to  de- 
clare—^ 

1.  The  periodical  return  of  the  States- 
General* 
2^  Their  right  to  mortgage  certain  taxes 

to  the  creditors  of  the  State. 
3*  Their  duty  to  the  Nation  of  grant- 
ing no  fubfidy  but  what  was  de- 
finite, both  as  to  the  amount,  and 
the  time  for  which  it  was  granted. 

4.  Their  right  of  freely  fettling  and  ap- 

pointing the  funds  of  each  de- 
partment, for  the  revenue  of  the 
State. 

5.  His  Majefty*s  refolution  of  concert- 

ing with  the  States-General  for 
the  fuppprcffioh  of  all  partial 
taxation  of  the  Orders,  and  for 

the 
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the  fubftitution  of  common  fubfi- 

dies  to  be  equally  levied. 
6.  The  refponfibilitjr  of  Minifters; 
57.  The  right  of  the  States-CJeneral  to  im- 
.    peach  and  profecute,  in  all  cafes 

in  which  the  Nation  at  large  fhould 

be  concerned. 

8.  The  power  of  the  States-General  over 

the  Supreme  Courts,  fo  that  the 
Courts  neither  ought  to  fuffer  nor 
can  fufFer  any  fubfidy  to  be  levied 
which  was  not  granted,  nor  con- 
cur in  the  execution  of  any  law 
which  was  not  propofed  or  agreed 
to,  by  the  States-General. 

9.  The  perfonal   liberty  of  the   fubjedt, 

by  the  obligation  of  immediately 
delivering  every  man  who  Ihall  be 
arretted,  into  the  hands  of  his  na- 
tural judges. 
10.  The  Liberty  of  the  Prefs. 

-  The  exemptions  from  taxation  being  tlift 
conftant  objeft  of  the  declamations  of  the 
popular  writers,  and  the  moft  apparent  mo-- 
tive  of  the  animofity  of  the  Tiers  Etat 
againft  th?  privileged  Orders,  the  Peers  on 
Vol.  I.  F  this 
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this  occafion  addrcffed  a  letter  to  the  King, 
in  which  they  fupplicated  him  to  accept 
their  wifhes  of  bearing  a  juft  proportion  of 
the  taxes  according  to  their  revenues.  The 
fame  wiihes  were  expreffed  in  the  Inftruc- 
tions  {caycrs)  of  the  Nobility  of  almoft  all 
the  bailiwicks  in  the  kingdom.  This  letter, 
which  is  at  once  an  undeniable  proof  of  the 
generofity  of  the  French  Nobility,  and  of 
the  injuftice  of  thp  perfecutions  they  have 
fuffered,  was  figned  by  all  the  Peers,  and 
was  conceived  in  the  following  terms  : 

••  Sire, 
**  The  Peers  of  your  realm  arc  eager 
',*:  to  give  your  Majefty  and  the  NaticMi 
*^  pxoofs  of  their,  z^al  for  the  profperity  of 
*i  the  State,  and  of  their  defire  to  cement 
*':  ynion  among  all  the  Orders,  by  fuppli- 
**  eating  your  Majefty  to  receive  the  folemn 
•*  wifhes  they  lay  at  the  feet  of  the  Throne, 
*'  of  bearing  a  juft  proportion  of  the  taxes 
'Ji^and  public  buydeijs,  according  to  their 
V^  fortunes,  without  any  pecuniary  privi- 
*'  lege  whatfofiY^t. .  They  h»ve  no.  doubt 
"  but  that  thfile  feptimcnts  \youId.  be  una- 
*/.  nimgiifly  ex^jseflVd  by-al  the  gentlemen 

1    "         '     :      ^Vof 
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•*  of  your  kingdom,  were  they  affembled  to 
••  dipofit  them' reipedt fully  in  the  bofom  of 
''  your  Majefty/'. 

The  Tiers  Eiat  ought  to  have  been  fa- 
tisfied  with',  and  grateful  for,  thefe  import- 
ant facrificcs^;  but  they  were  fometimes  re- 
prefcnted  as  atfts  of  hypocrify,  which  ought 
not  to  be  reKed  upon  ;  fometimes  as  indica- 
tions of  fear,  which  fhould  encourage  that 
Order  to  rife  in  their  demands.  By  fuch 
perfidious  irifihuations,  the  Fadtions  kept 
alfvc  thediftfuft  and  agitation  of  the  People, 
and  difpofed  them  to  revolt.  The  moft  in- 
flkmmSato^  pamphlets  againftthe  Clergy 
anVf  the  Nobility  were  tirculated  tht'ough 
the  whole  kingdom,  without  the  ledft  oppo* 
fition ;.  and  the  moft  (hameful  caricatures,  ex- 
pof6d  to  view  in  thd  fquares,  on  tlie  quays,' 
and  at  thd  p^iht-fliops  in  Paris,  excited  the 
crbwds  thfey  collected,  to  infult  not  only  the 
I  Ecclefiaftics,    but    every  well-drefled    man 

firho  happened  to  be  palling.  It  was  by 
ach  grofs  cxcefles  that  the  vileft  rabble, 
conflde'ring  themfelves  as  a  part  of  the  Tiers 
Ettal^  lighalized  the  vidory  gained  for  that 
Order  by  Mr.  Neckefs  Report. 
The'IettSfs^for  convoking  the  States-Gc- 
F  2  neral 
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neral  were  iffued  at  this  crifis,  [yan.  1789.] 
The  afFedionatc  and  truly  paternal  fenti- 
ments  expreffed  in  thefe  by  the  King  ought 
to  have  allayed  all  difcontent,  and  diilipated 
all  uneafinefs ;  and  no  doubt  they  did  pro- 
duce that  efFedl  among  the  reafonable,  ho- 
neft,  and  well-afFedled  perfons  of  the  three 
Orders;  but  the  turbulent  and  ambitious, 
the  intriguing,  and  the  Revolutionary  fanatics, 
did  not  relax  the  lead  on  that  account  in 
the  project  for  overturning  every  thing,  but 
continued  preparing  the  means  for  carrying 
it  into  execution.  Of  thefe,  infurre(^i6ns 
being  the  moft  vigofous,  they  were  found 
breaking  out,  at  the  fame  time,  in  feveral 
provinces,  under  the  moft  chimerical  pre- 
tences, and  almoft  all  directed  againft  the 
Nobles,  who  were  maiiced  otit  already  for 
the  hatred  of  the  people,  by  the  fatal  appel- 
lation of  Arijlocrats^  and  accufed  of  «i- 
grofling  the  corn,  in  a  printed  denunciation, 
y^hich  was  publicly  diftributcd  on  the  Pont-^ 
neufj  and  at  the  gates  of  the  public  walks 
of  the  capital ;  at  the  fame  time  placards 
were  ftuck  up  in  the  Fauxbourgs,  which 
threatened  a  general  infurredtion  if  the  price 
of  bread  was  not  lowered. 
Such  was  the  fad  temper  of  the  times  at 

the 
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the  eve  of  the  meeting  of  the  States-General, 
which  was  fixed  for   the   27th  of    April. 
It  was,  however,  poftponed  till  the  4th  of 
May,  as  the  building  in  which  they  were 
to  affemble  could  not  be  fooner  got  ready. 
In  the  week  preceding  that  too  memorable 
day,    a    moft    violent    infurreftion    broke 
out  in  Paris,    and    which    was   the   more 
remarkable,    as   neither  the  motives  for   it 
nor  the  real  inftigators  have  ever  been  pro- 
perly known.     It  is  more  than  probable  it 
had  no  other  objed:  than  that  of  training  the 
populace  to  thefe  kinds  of  outrageous  enter- 
prifes,  and  of  encouraging  them  to  refift  the 
military.     However  that  be,  pn  the  27th  of 
April,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  fe^ 
veral  bands  of  ruffians,  armed  with  blud- 
geons, appeared  in  the  ftrects,  dragging  a 
figure,  on   which  was   a  label,    with   the 
name  of  Reveillpji ;  the   proprietor   of  an 
extenfive  paper-hanging  manufa(5tory,  in  the 
Fauxbourg  St.  Antoine.    The  alarm  fpread 
by  their  uproar  and  threats,  occafioned  the 
fhops  to  be  (hut  in  all  the  ftreets  through 
which  they  pafled.     They  made   their  firft 
halt  at  the  Palais-Royal^  where  they  pro* 
claimed  a  feigned  decree  of  the  Tiers  Etat^ 
condemning  Reveillon  to  be  hanged  in  ef^ 

F3  figjP^ 
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figy.  After  dragging  the  figure  about  for  a 
long  time,  they  tpok  .it  to  the  Place  de 
^revCf  where  they  hanged  it,  and  then  dif- 
perfing  to  different  public-houfes  fpent  the 
night  in  riot  and  uproar. 

Thofe  who  were  afked  what  were  their 
motives  for  animofity  againft  Reveillon^ 
gave  infignificant  anfwers.  They  accufed 
him  vaguely  of  having  faid  that  '*  the 
**  workmen's  wages  fhould  be  fixed  zx, fifteen 
*^fols  (73:^.)  a  day,*'  and  "  that  bread  was 
**  not  too  dear  at  three  f oh  and  a  ha/f[i^d,) 
a  pound/*  This  was  the  more  abfurd,  as  in 
no  other  manufaftory  of  the  fame  kind  in 
Paris  were  the  workmen's  wages  higher 
than  at  Reveillon's. 

The  infurredtion  of  the  27th  was  nothing 
in  coniparifon  with  that  which  took  place 
the  following  day.  The  officers  of  revenue 
at  the  barriers  had  obferved,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  night,  an  immenfe  multitude  of  ill- 
drefled  and  ill-looking  fellows  pafs  into 
Paris.  By  break  of  day  large  crowds  were 
feen  going  through  the  ftreets ;  they  went 
into  the  fhops  and  manufadlories,  where 
tliey  diftributed  money,  and  carried  all  the 
workmen  away  by  force.  .  When  they 
thought  themfelves  ftrong  enough,  they  ran 

howling 
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howling  frightfully,  to  the  Fauxhourg  St. 
Antoine,  to  attack  ReveillorCs  houfe,  whicti 
they  found  defended  by  a  detachment  of  the 
Paris  Guard,  who  kept  them  ofF  for  five 
hours.  A  confiderable  body  of  the  infur- 
gents  at  the  fame  time  attacked  the  houfe 
of  another  perfon,  named  Henriot,  who  was 
at  the  head  of  a  manufadory  of  faltpetref, 
and  was  Reveillon*s  friend  and  neighbour. 
He  had  fcarcely  time  to  efcape  with  his  fa- 
mily :  his  houfe  not  being  guarded  was 
forced  in  an  inftant;  the  furniture  thrown 
out  of  the  windows,  heaped  together  in  the 
court,  and  fet  on  fire.  Reveillon^s  houfe 
was  (haring  the  fame  fate,  when  all  the 
reft  of  the  Paris  Guards,  the  Watch,  foot 
and  horfe,  the  Royal  regiment  of  Croats, 
the  French  Guards,  and  the  Swifs,  arrived 
at  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Antoine.  This 
little  army,  attended  with  fome  pieces  of 
cannon,  marched  in  order,  drums  beating 
and  matches  lighted^  When  they  drew 
near  the  ruffians,  the  latter  were  inform- 
ed, by  defire  of  the  Commanding  Offi- 
cer, that  he  had  orders  to  repel  force  by 
force,  and  that  he  enjoined  them  to  difperfe. 
Aftet  repeating  this*  injun€iion  thrice,  with- 

F  4  out 
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out  efFedk,  the  word  of  command  was  given 
to  make  ready,  and  the  foldiers  feemed  as 
if  going  to  fire  upon  them ;  but,  far  from 
being  intimidated  by  this  threat,  they  pour- 
ed a  (hower  of  tiles  and  flates  upon  the 
troops,  by  which  feveral  foldiers,  and  an 
officer  of  the  Royal  regiment  of  Croats,  were 
wounded.  Orders  were  then  given  to  th^ 
French  Guards  to  ent^r  the  houfe,  and  tp 
give  no  quarter  to  thpfe  who  would  not 
leave  it.  The  regiment  having  got  into 
the  court  drew  up  in  order  of  battle,  and  at 
firft  tried,  by  firing  fome  fhots  in  the  air, 
to  frighten  the  multitude  of  people  th^t 
ilood  at  the  windows,  on  the  roof,  and 
the  walls  of  the  houfe ;  but  they  were  only 
anfwered  by  a  frefli  fhower  of  tijes  and 
llates,  accompanied  with  ftones,  beams,  and 
furniture,  by  which  fome  of  the  foldiers  wer^ 
crufhed  to  death,  and  otliers  feverely  wound- 
ed. The  French  Guards,  feeing  that  all 
mildnefs  W4s  .  ufelefs,  now  made  a  rolling 
fire  in  four  directions. 

After  this  firft  difdiarge,  which  did  great 
execution,  the  foldiefs;  entered  the  houfe, 
and  in  alt  the  apartments  met  with  incredi* 
ble  refiftance^     In  order  to  get  the  ruffians 
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out,  they  Were  obliged  to  charge  with  bay- 
onets, and  wounded  a  very  great  nunaberof 
them. 

The  cellars  of  the  houfe  prefented  a  moft 
horrid  fight.  The  ground  was  ftrewed 
with  thofe  wretches;  fome  dead  drunk 
with  the  wine  and  liquors  with  which  they 
had  gorged  thcmfelves ;  others  expiring  in 
dreadful  convulfions  brought  on  by  the 
dyer*s  poifbnouS  preparations,  which,  dc* 
ceived  in  their  eagernefs  by  the  bottles  in 
which  they  were  kept,  they  had  taken  for 
foreign  wines. 

At  length  night  conning  on  put  an  end 
to  the  carnage  and  the,  infurredlion.  In  the 
difierent  regiments,  there  were  in  all  twelve 
killed,  and  abovit  80  wounded.  The  lofs 
of  the  infurgents  was  much  more  confider- 
ablc;  200  remained  dead  upon  the  fpot,  and 
about  300  were  wounded.  Some  of  them 
were  carried  off  on  litters  by  their  com- 
rades, who  called  to  the  pafjengers— **  Ci- 
'*  tiz^sl  this  is  one  of  the  Defenders  of 
^*  our  Country,  give  a  trifle  towards  bury- 
^*  ing  him.-*  Several  of  thefe  wretches, 
who  were  taken  to  hofpitals  pr  prifons,  con- 
^(Tcd^  in  their  dying  moments,  that  they 

had 
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-bad  received  fwelye  livtcs  fftr.  that  day's 
work.  It  was  never  kndwn*  ^vd  but  very 
feeble  attempts  were  made  to  difcover,  who 
had  provided  the  funds  for  an  expence  fo 
confiderable  and  fo  criminal.  It  was  only 
4Dbi5?rved*  that  in  the  momiog  of  that  very 
4ay,  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  in  his  Way  to  a 
^horfe-race  at  VincenneSf  got  tnitj  of  his  car- 
riage in  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Antoiiie^  went 
,tap  to  the  gang  of  ruffians,  fpoke  to  them  in 
the  mod  affkble  manner,  exhorted  them  to 
be  pieaceable,  to  go  home,  and  to  drop  all 
refentment  againft  Reveillon.  He  was  heard 
RnK)ng  other  things  to  fay  to  them :  ^'  Come, 
**  cpme,  my  lads,  be  quiet,  we  are  going 
**  to  be  happy."  The  ruffiws  applauded 
him,  but  did  not  follow  his  ^vice. 

In  the  afternoon,  a  few  minutes  before 
the  engagement  began,  the  Duchcfs  of  Or^ 
jLeams^  returning  from  Vinetrvmsi  was  im* 
peded  by  the  crowd  in  the  Fauxbourg  &k. 
Antaine.  The  Royal  ReginAent  df  Croats, 
which  had  received  orders  to  prevent  all  car- 
riages from  pafling  that  way,  attempted  to 
make  that  of  the  DUchefs  return ;  but  the 
rebels,  having  got  fight  of  her,  -opened  a 
pa^ge  with  their  bludgeotos  thii6ug^  the  folw 

diers. 
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diers,  and,  making  their  way  to  her,  efcorted, 
and  almpft  carried,  her  coach  through  to 
the  part  of  the  ftreet  where  it  was  free. 

From  thefe  circumflances  it  has  .  been 
conjedured  that  the  Duke  of  OrUms  was  no 
ftranger  to  this  infurreiftion ;  but  they  jare 
certainly  not  fufficient  to  prove  that  he  ex- 
cited or  paid  for  it,  and  ftill  lefs  to  r;^fe  the 
flighteft  fufpicion  againft  the  conftant  and 
unalterable  purity  pf  the  fentiments,  and  of 
the  virtues,  of  the  too  unfortunate  Duchefs 
of  Orleans. 

Some  days  after,  a  gang  of  five  or  fix 
hundred  vagabonds  appeared  in  the  neighi- 
bourhood  of  Viltejidfi  They  fpread  them^ 
felves  about  the  country ;  twice,  at  different 
timps,  threatened  to  force  the  gates  of 
Bicetrtf  and  difapppared  on  the  approach  of 
the  military,  qyer-runi?ing  tb?  adjax:cnt 
country,  and  carrying  every  where  the  dread 
of  havock. 

At  the  fame  period  fimilar  gangs  aflem- 
bled  in  feveral  provinces*  The  enemies  of 
the  Court  accufed  tteni  of  fomenting  thofe 
troubles,  in  order  to  have  a  pretence  for 
putting  the  troops  in  motion,  and  bring-^ 
ing  an  over-awing  force  towards  Paris.  This 
imputation  was  the  more  abfurd,  as  at  that 

time 
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time  the  Miniftry  had  no  occafion  for  a  pre- 
tence to  move  and  remove  regiments  when 
and  how  they  thought  proper.     Is  it  not, 
on  the  contrary,  far  more  probable,  that  the' 
infurredtions  which  broke  out  at  the  fame 
juhdture  in  moft  of  the  provinces  of  the 
kingdom,   and.  the   fadtitious  want  which 
was  every  where  made  the  plea  for  them, 
were  manoeuvres  of  the  Revolutionary  Fac- 
tion, whofe  well-known  plan  was  to  arm 
the  people;   the  fureft  iheans  of  effedting 
which,  was  doubtlefs  to  alarm  the  citizens  of 
cveiy  clafs,  for  their  perfonal  fafety  ?    Is  it 
not   to   the  fame  Faftion  that  we  fhould 
afcribc  thofc  circular  letters,  figned  Necker^ 
which  were  addreffed  in  the  courfe  of  April 
1789  to  the  cora-fadors,  farmers,  millers, 
bakers,  and  graziers,  enjoining  them  to  dif- 
ci&ntinuc   making  provifion  for  Paris  from 
the  20th  of  April  to  the  15th  of  May  ?-^ 
When  the  fubjc6l   was    mentioned  to  the 
Minifter,  he  confefled  that  feveral  of  thofc 
letters  had  been  returned  to  him,  and  he  de- 
clared the   fignature  to  be   forged.      The 
fufpicion    fell    upon  a  villain,    who  fome 
days  before    had    prefented    an    order    at 
the  Caije  d'Efcompte,  for   fifty  thoufand 
crowns,  with  the  fignature  of  Mr.  Necker 
^  and 
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and  that  of  his  Secretary  exadly  imitated,  for 
which  he  had  received  the  mon^.  The  Mi- 
nifter,  in  whofe  name  all  thefe  forgeries 
were  committed,  was  certainly  quite  igno- 
rant of  them :  but  how  comes  it  that  they 
gave  him  no  uneaiinefs  ?  and,  if  they  did 
give  him  any,  what  can  he  fay  to  juftify  his 
not  having  ufed  all  the  means  of  the  Police 
and  of  the  Courts  to  difcovcr  the  authors  of 
thofe  villanies  ? 


chApter 


34 


'  .  ,    .  :  •  ;  ■    •  '  ■  .      •      .  ■   '  . :  •  J' '  !.  t 

• 

[May  1789. 

1     y        J 

1 

\ 

.;/:  ;'         '-'^  "'    *  :  '  1   .  ' 

'    \    '  "         c 

'     ' 

ProceJJion  and  Opening  of  the  States-Gene- 
ral-^ The  King's  Speech  —  Dijlculty 
en  the  Quejlion,  whether  the  Powers  of 
the  Deputies fhould  be  verified  by  Order^f 
or  individually — Delay  of  the  Paris 
EleBions — Seditious  Refolutions  of  the 
EleElors — Conciliatory  Conferences  re- 
lative to  verifying  the  Powers — Addrefs 
propofed  by  Mr.  Malouet — Anecdote  of 
Target — Abbe  Sieyes — Mirabeau. 

/ 

1  HE  opening  of  the  States-General  was 
preceded  by  all  the  religious  ceremonies  pre- 
fcribed  by  cuftom.  On  Monday,  the  4th 
of  May,  the  Deputies  of  the  Three  Orders 
being  aflembled  at  the  church  of  Notre- 
Dame  in  Verfailles,  the  King  and  Queen 
went  thitherj  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
s      ^:    V'  .  attended 
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attended  by  the  whole  edurt.  As  foon  a& 
their  Majeftics  anrived^  tht  Vem  Creator* 
was  fiiiig;  after  wfaich  thc:de[)Uties',  paffirig 
in  a  line  before  the  King  and  Queen,  Went 
out  in  proceffon  to  repair  io  the  church  o5 
5^  Louis.  \  The  Tiers  Etat  walked  firft^ 
the  Order  of  the  Nobility  followed,  and 
then  that  of  the  Clergy.  The  Hoft  wascar-i^ 
ried  by  the  Archbifliop  of  Paris :  Mon^ 
Jiewr^  the  Count  cPArtois^  and  the  Dukes 
d'Angouleme  and  Berry,,  held  die  lines  of  the 
canopy.  The  King,  Qiucen,  anti  the  whole 
Court  walked  imi»ediately  after  than.  The 
ftreets,  balconies,  and  windoivs,  were  fiHed 
with  an  immenft  cjowd  of  fpe<9:atorsr,  «rht>i 
were  feen  on  the  very  t<Spa  of  the  bouibs.; 
Joy  was  painted  on  every  cou»tenancc,  amdi 
broke  out  in  tranfports  of  applaule.  Thefq 
applaufes ,  however, '  wet e .  chiefly  addrefied 
to  the  Tiers  Etat  ;  for.ldhcre  was*a,mirfc*i 
ed  fufpeniion  of  them- !  wheri^the  Orders? 
of  the  Nobility  and  Ckr^y  psifed,  ainA' 
they  were  renewed  with  rapture  as  foori  as 
the  King  appeared,  thoufands  of-  hats 
being  waved  in  the  airland  evpry  voicdt 
uniting  in  the  cry  of  ViVB  lb  l^otl  The^' 
good  Monarch  melted  into  tea;s  at  fo  diany* 
dcmonftmtions  of  love,  and  returned  them 
•    2     ^  in 
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fee  myfelf  furroundcd  with  the  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  Nation  which  it  is  my  glory 
to  govern. 

•*  A  long  interval  has  elapfed  fince  the 
hA  Sei&ons  of  the  States^General ;  and  air 
though  the  convocation  of  thefc  Aflemb.lies 
feemcd  to  have  fallen  into  difufe,  I  have  not 
hefita^ed  to  reftojre  a  cnftom  from  ^hich 
the  Kingdom  may  draw  new  ftrcngth,  and 
which  9iay  provide  the  Nation  with  a  frclb 
fource  of  happinefs. 

f*  The  debt  of  the  State,  which  was 
immenfe  at  my  acceffion  to  the  Throne,  has 
been  further  augmented  under  my  reign; 
an  expenfiye  but  honourable  war  has  been 
the  caufe  of  it^  and  the  neceflary  confe- 
quence  an  increafe  of  taxes,  which  has  ren- 
dered the  unequal  burden  of  them  more  fen- 
iblyfelt. 

•*  A  general  anxiety  and  mpnftrous  fpirit 
of  innovation  pervade  the  minds  of  men, 
wl^ch  would  terminate  in  a  total  diftradtion 
of  opinions^  if  hafte  were  not  made  to  fet- 
tle them  by  a  union  of  wife  and  temperate 
counfels. 

**  It  is  with  this  confidence,  GeQtIcmen, 
I  have  afTembled  you,  and  with  the  greateft 
fMisfadion  I  find  it  already  juftified,  by  the 

difpofiti9ns 
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difpofitions  which  tfec  two  firft  Oi'd^rs  have 
Ihown  to  renounce  their  pecuniary  privileges. 
The  hope  I  have  formed  of  feeing  all  the 
Orders  of  one  mind,  uniting  with  me  for 
the  general  good  of  the  State,  will  not  be 
difappointed* 

**  I  have  already  given  orders  for  cofl- 
iSderable  retrenchments  in  the  expences  of 
tjic  State,  From  you  I  exped:,  and-fhall  re- 
ceive with  eagemefs,  further  ideas  upon  this 
fubje(%j  but,  in  fpite  of  the  refource  that 
may  arifc  from  the  ftrifteft  economy,  | 
fear.  Gentlemen,  it  will  not  be  in  my  power 
to  relicrve  my  {uh]t6ks  fo  fpeedily  as  I  could 
wifh.  I  will  dired  an  exaiSt  ftate  of  the 
Finances  to  be  laid  before  you;  and  whett 
you.  have  examined  it,  I  look  forwaid  with 
certainty  to  your  propofing  to  me  the  moft 
dBfe&ual  means  of  putting  them  into  petma* 
ncnt  order,  and  of  eftablifhing  public  cre- 
dit. This  great  and  falutary  work,  which 
will  enfure  the  kingdom  happinefs  at  home 
mid  refpedl  abroad,  will  eiibitially  engage 
your  attention  r 

"  The  minds  of  men  are  agitated:  but 
an  Affembly  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
Nation  will  no  doubt  liften  only  to  the  dk- 

G  2  tates 
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tates  of  wifdom  and  of  prudence.  That 
thcfe  have  not  been  attended  to,  upon  feve- 
ral  recent  occafions,  you,  yourfelves  Gen- 
tlemen, muft  have  feen ;  but  the  fpirit  pre- 
vailing over  your  deliberations,  will  corrc- 
fpond  with  the  real  fentiments  of  a  generous 
Nation,  whofe  diftinguifliing  ch^radler  has 
always  been  a  love  for  their  Kings.  1  will 
banilh  every  other  recolkiSion  from  my 
mindi 

**  I  kndw  the  authority  and  power  of  a 
juft  King,  amidft  a  faithful  People  attached 
at  all  times  to  the  principles  of  the  Mo- 
narchy, which  have  been  the  glory  and  the 
luftre  of  France;  of  which  I  ought  to  be, 
and  invariably  will  be,  the  fupport 

**  But,  whatever  caii  be  expedfeed  from 
the  moft  anxious  folicitude  for  the  public 
happinefs/  whatever  can  be  afked  frem  a 
Sovereign  the  firft  friend  of  his  People; 
you  may  and  ought  to  hope  from  my 
feelings. 

**  Gentlemen,  may  a  blefled  harmony 
reign  throughout  this  AfTembly !  and  may 
this  ^poch  become  for  ever  memorable  by 
the  happinefs  and  profperity  of  the  king- 
dom!  It  is  the  wifh.of  my  heart — ^it  is  the 
1  moft 


May  1789.3         FRENCH    REVOLUTION.  4I 

moft  ardent  of  my  prayers;  it  is,  in  fine, 
the  reward  I  hope  for  the  redtitude  of  my 
intentions  and  of  ray  love  for  my  People, 
•  **'  My  Keeper  of  the  Seals  will  explain 
my  intentions  more  amply;  and  with  refpedl^ 
to  the  Finances,  I  have  given  orders  to  the 
Director- General  of  the  Finances  to  un- 
fold the  fituation  of  them  to  you.** 

The  King,  befor^  he  began ^  to  fpeak, 
had  requefted  the  Queen  to  be  feated ; 
but  Ihc  preferred  to  hear  him  (landing  like 
the  reft  of  the  AfTembly.  The  grace  and* 
dignity  of  her  carriage,  the  modefty  of  her 
drefs,  an4  the  tears  that  more  than  once 
ftarted  from  her  iycs,  added  a  foft  emotion 
to  the  ftrong  impreflion  made  by  his  Ma- 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  Speech,  which 
was  followed  by  long  and  loud  appUufe,  the 
King  fefumed  his  feat  up^n  the  Throne,  and' 
put  on  his  hat.  The  Deputies  of  the  Order 
of  the  Nobility  having  directly  after  alfo 
put  on  theirs,  conformably  to  the  prad:ice- 
of  former  Aflemblies  of  the  States-General, 
a  nuniber  of  the  Tiefs  Etat  thought  they 
jpoight  follow  the  example.  Inftantly  in 
every  part  of  the  Hall  were  heard  the  cries  ^ 

C  3  of 
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of  **  On  hats ! ''  "  OflFhats ! ''  The  King, 
unwilling  that  the  majefly  of  fo  auguft 
a  Sitting  Ihould  be  difturbed  by  fuch  a  ri- 
diculous difpute,  had  the  prudence  and  ad- 
drefs  to  put  an  immediate  end  to  the  noifcf, 
by  taking  oflF  his  own  hat  as  if  the  heat  were 
opprcflive.  As  no  one  could  remain  cover- 
ed when  the  King  was  not  fo,  this  incident 
was  attended  with  no  confequence,  and  calm 
was  reftored  in  the  Affembly.  The  difcourfe 
qf  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals  and  that  of  Mn 
Ne<;kerf  which  lafted  three  hours,  occupied 
the  reft  of  this  Sitting. 

On  the  next  day  (May  6,)  the  Order  of 
the  Clergy  and  that  of  the  Nobility  affem- 
bled  in  the  Halls  refpedlively  appropriated 
for  each  of  them,  while  the  Tiers  Etat  met 
at  the  Common  Hall ;  whence  they  fent  nwC- 
fj^es  to  the  two  other  Orders,  requefting 
they  would  join  them  for  the  purpofe  of  ve* 
rifying  their  powers*  This  ceremony,  neceCf 
fary  iox  eftablilhing  the  validity  of  the  elec- 
tions, had  never  given  pccafion  for  the 
(Lightcft  difficulty  in  any  former  Affembly 
oif  the  States-General,  in  whatever-^manney 
it  had  been  perfoirmed,  for  not  2fij  of  the 
th^ee  Orders  had  ev^  been  interefted  in  the* 
vedfif  a*ioji  being  madfe  either  fepanrtcly  ot^ 
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in  common.  But  at  a  moment  when  the 
queftion  of  voting  individually  or  by  Orders, 
left  undecided  by  the  Government,  agitated 
every  mind ;  when  the  greateft  interell  and 
moft  ardent  wifli  of  the  Tiers  Etat  were  to 
cftablifh  the  mode  of  voting  individually^  ii 
ivas  evident  that  they  would  obftinatcly  rc- 
fifl:  whatever  riiight  be  confidered  as  an  ac- 
quiefcence  in  the  riiode  of  deliberation  by 
Ordei-s  ;  in  fupport  of  which,  on  the  other 
Kahd,  it  was  natural  that  the  Clergy  and 
Nobility  fliould  ftraih  every  nerve. 

If  Mr.  NeckeVt  who  from  the  month  of 
December  preceding  had  thrown  out  this 
apple  of  difcord  by  his  Report  to  the  Coun- 
cil, had  forefeen  the  effeds  of  it,  he  would 
doubttefs  have  endeavoured  to  prevent  the 
Scandalous  diflenfions  and  animofity  which 
tTie  verification  of  the  powers  created  among 
the  Orders,  and  the  confequences  of  which 
Have  proved  fo  fatal.  Good  fenfc  iHould 
have  indicated  the  only  alternative  left.  To 
the  King,  who  had  empowered  thie  Nation 
to  fend  a  certain  number  of  Deputies  to  him 
for  the  purpofe  of  compofihg  the  AfTenibly 
of  the  States-General,  unqueftionably  be- 
longed the  right  of  regulating  the  form  to 
be  u^d  in  verifying  the  powers  and  ap* 

G  4  pointment 
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pointment  of  fuch  as  prefented   themfelves 
to  him  as  Deputies,  who  till  their  qualifica- 
tions were  legally  proved  could  only  be  con- 
fidered  by   his    Majefty   as   fimple   indivi- 
duals.  'Now,  it  is  evident  that  this  indif- 
penfable  ceremony  could  only  be  performed 
by  Committees  of  the  Council,   becaufe  it 
was  in  the  Council  that  the .  conditions  and 
forms  which  were  to  be  obferved  at  the  elec- 
tions had  been   difcuffed  and  decreed,  an4 
confequently  to  them  it  belonged   to  deter- 
mine whether   thofe    had   been   eluded   o^ 
complied  with ;    a  determinafioin  to  wh^ch 
none  of  the  Deputies  were  conipetent,  be* 
caufe   there  was  not  one  who,  before  the 
verification  of  his  own  powers,  was  qua- 
lified  to  verify  thofe  of   others.     The.ve-^ 
rification  ought  to  have  been  tranfadled  pre- 
vioufly  to  the  opening  of  the  States-General^ 
in  order  that  none  might  have  been  admit- 
ted  to  that  Affembly  but  Deputies  whofe 
titles;  which  were  in  fadt  their  credentials, 
fliould  have  been  judged  valid-     To  have 
accelerated  the  bufinefs,  it  might  have  been 
referred  to  one  or  more   Committees  of  the 
Council  appointed  for  that  purpofe ;    and  to 
tliefe  might  have  been  added  gradually  an 
equal  number  of  the  deputies  of  the   three 

Orders, 


May  1789]      FRENCH    REVOLVTION.  45 

Orders,  as  their  powers  were  verified.  It 
is  true  that^  to  have  adopted  this  form  be-* 
fore  the  opening  of  the  States-General, 
it  would  have  been  neceflary  to  have  de-. 
clared  it  in  the  letters  of  convocation :  but 
had  the  King,  even  on  the  day  of  open- 
ing, obferved  in  his  Speech,  that  the  verifi- 
cation of  powers  was  a  neceflary  prelimi- 
nary to  all  deliberation  in  the  States^Gene- 
ral ;  and  had  he  directed  that  the  Deputies 
fliould  deliver  their  titles  to  the  Keeper  of 
the  Seals,  in  order  to  be  verified  by  Com- 
mittees of  the  Council,  no  one.  would  havp 
quef^ioned  the  regularity  or  the  wifdom  of 
fuch  an  order,  and  it  would  have  been  exe- 
cuted without  oppofition.  But  Mr.  Necker^ 
lefs  attentive  to  preferve  the  lawful  authority 
of  the.  King  than  not  to  encroach  upon 
the  powers  which  his  ignorance  fuppofed 
inherent  in  the  States-General,  or  with  which 
it  was  a  part  of  his  plan  to  invefl  them|, 
did  not  dare*,  or  did  not  choofe,  to  adopt 
cither  of  thole  meafufes.  ,    . 

The  difcuflions  and  debates  carried  on  by 
the  ele<5lors  of  Paris,  in^  drawing  up  their 
inftrudtions,  confumed  fo  much  time,  that 
the  States-General  opened  without  the  Re- 
prefcntatives  of  the  capital*      Not  one  ,  of 

the 
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the  bitdcrs  kad  yiet  nominated  its  Deputies. 
The  6lc(5ti(jns  o^  the  Order  of  the  Clergy 
were  not  concluded  before  the  evening  of 
the  5th  of  May ;  thofe  of  the  Order  of  the 
Nobiiity  riot  till  the  10th,  and  thofe  of  thd 
Tiers  Etat  hot  till  the  31ft.     But  what  was 
more  remafkatlfe'  was,  that  the  eledldrs  of 
this  laft  Order,  whofccommiflion,  like  tha£ 
of  all  the  electors  throughout  t*he  kingdom, 
was  limited  to  drawing  up  inftruftiohs  and 
appointing  Deputies,  arrogated,  upon  their 
ott^n  authority,  the  moft  extraordinary  pow- 
er, x;0^ithouf  either  the  Government  or  States- 
General  making  thfe  leaft  oppofition  to  it. 
Thus,  giving  the  figrial,  and  htixvig  ah  ex- 
ampfc  of  anarchy  to  all  France,  the  Repre- 
icntatiVes  of  the  capital  prepared  the  way 
/or  the  Revblatioh  in  which  it  was  to  take 
iht  chi6f  pirt.  tht  fiirft  trial  of  their  powder 
ftiade  by  the  electors  of  PiriS,  \(^as  diredted 
agiinft  a  decree  of  the  Council  for  fiipprcfs- 
ihg  an  mflamrhatory  journal  publifhed  by 
Count  Mirabeau.     The  rhfoleht  ahrf  ridicii* 
loii^  refotution  they  entered  Into  upoii  that 
dCcdfidn  is^  worthy  of  being   recorded,  as  a 
thohutncht    of   the  frenzy  by   whicTi    the' 
minds  of  people  were  at  that  time  mifled. 
''  May^,  17S9.     The  Aflembry  of  the 

Tiers 
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Tiers  Etat  of  the  city  of  Paris  uiwnimoufly 
proteft  againft  the  ASl  of  the  Council  of  the 
7th  inftant,  which  fupprcffes  the  Journal  of 
the  States-Genera],  No^  i»  and  prohibits 
the  continuation  of  it  under  a  penalty  dc- 
n<Hinced  againft  the  printer;  neverthelftfs^ 
thc'Affembly  do  not  hereby  mean  either  t<J 
approve  or  caifure  the  faid  JcnimaL 

*'  They  proteft  againft  it,  becaufe  thii 
A6t  of  the  Council  is  an  attack  lipon  Pub- 
lic Liberty  at  a  moment  in  which  it  is  mdft 
precious  to  the  Nation ;  becaufe  it  is'  inju-^ 
rious  to  the  Liberty  of  the  Preft,  claimed 
throughout  France  j  becaufe  it  infringes  up- 
<m  it  at  a  jundure  when  the  Nation,  wbtf 
have  their  eyes  fixed  upon  their  Reprefenta- 
tives,  have  the  greateft  need  of  knowmg  all 
the  deliberations  of  the  great  Afiembly  in 
which  their  rights,  and  every  thing  dear  ta 
them,  are  difcufted. 

•*  Becaufe  this  Ad,  proceeding  from  the 
Council  at  the  very  time  that  the  States 
free  and  gof^eral  were  aflembled,  decidles  a 
queftion^  which  was  referved  for  tkeM  by 
the  King  himfclf,  in  the  determination  of 
the  Council  of  the  27th  of  December 
laft, 

*•  Becaufe,  finally,  this   A^  revives,  at 

the 
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the  firft  moment  of  National  Liberty,  a  po-; 
Key  and  regulations  which  had   been   fuf- 
pcnded  by  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  the 
King  ;  iMad,  in  cpqfequence,  the  Aflembly 
of  the  Tiers  Etat  have  unanimoufly  refolved^* 
that  this  Proteft,  which  ihall  be  figned  by  aU. 
the  members  prefent,  and  prefented  for  figna* 
ture  to  fugb  a?  fliaU  come  in  afterwards,  Ihall 
be  carried  to  the  Deputies  of  the  chamber  of 
the  Clergy,  aiid  to  the  Deputies  of  the  cham- 
ber of  the  NobiHty  5  and  that  they  (hall  be 
invited  to  join  with   the   Depiaties  of  the 
chamber  of  the  Tiers  Et^tj  in  order  to  ob- 
tain, a  repeal  of  the  faid  A(St  of  the  Coun-* 
cil,  and  to  procure  for   the   States-General 
a  proyifional  Liberty  of  theTrefs,  and  par-: 
ticularly  that  of  printing  all  journals  arid  pe- 
riodical   papers    containing    the   daily  adls; 
aiid  deliberations  of. the  ,faid   States-Gene-r* 
ral,  fubje(5t  neverthekrs  to  the  punilhmen.ts . 
which  may  be  inflid:ed  upon  authors  guiky 
of  flandW;^'    ,  . 

,  The  Ct)upcil  did  not  revoke  theif  decree, 
but  werejafraid  of  enforcing  it ;  and  Count 
Mira^eau,  epaboldened  by  the  prote<5lion ' 
his  Journal  had  received  in  the  name  of  the 
Tiers  Etat,  did  not  fcruple  to  continue  it 
under  a  different  title.  ^ 

:    .  Tl>e 
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'  The  eledors,  proud  of  the  fuccefs  of  theti* 
firft  refolution,  very  foon  entered  into  a  fe- 
cond  of  a  much  more  ferious  nature,  and 
of  which  the  confequences  have  been  very- 
fatal.  The  unly  coitimiflion  with '  which 
they  were  charged  being  completed,  by  the 
compofition  of  the  inftrudtions  and  the  no- 
mination, of  the  Deputies  to  the  States-Ge- 
neral; their  powers  were  expired,  and  their 
Affembly  virtually  diffolved  ;  but,  inftead  of 
feparating,  and  returning  t6;  the  ^common 
clafs  of  citizens,  as  all  the  eleftors  of  th^ 
kingdom  had  done,  they  refolvcd,  in  the 
laft  of  their  legal  meetings,  that  they  ihould 
continue  to  meet  and  to  adjourn  from  time 
to  time,  as  long  as  the  States-General*  werd 
fitting,  for  the  purpofe,  they.faid,  of  giv- 
ing their  Deputies  fuch  further  inftru<3:ions 
as  the  forced  hafte  of  the  operations  of  theit 
Affembly  had  at  prefent  prevented.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  Affembly  was  adjourned  to 
the  Wednefday  following,  June  7.  Mr* 
Necker — for  to  him  alone  muft  be  imputed 
all  the  faults  committed  by  the  Miniftry  at 
this  period-— Mr.  Necker^  inftead  of  call- 
ing forth  the  fuU'cenfure  of  the  Council 
againft  this  refolution,  which  ought  imme- 
diately to  have  been  refcinded  with  the  fe- 

vereft 
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vercil  reprchenfion,  did  not  feem  to  pay  it 
the  flighcft  attention.  The  confequencc  was, 
that,  in  about  fix  weeks  after,  this  permanent 
AiTembly  of  eledlors  were  feen  reigning  over' 
Paris  with  fovereign  power;  convening, 
by  virtue  of  their  refolution,  new  Affem- 
blies  of  SeAions,  and  organizing  with  them 
the  moft  violent  and  general  infurredion« 
Authority  can  never  fafely  overlook  any  at- 
tempt made  againft  it ;  nor  in  the  depofitaries 
of  it  can  the  pardon  of  fuch  attempts  be  an 
a6t  of  virtue.  Difdaining  the  flighter,  or 
negleiSling  topuniih  them,  is  an  invitation  to 
commit  more ;  and  they  very  foon  multiply, 
and  become  fo  ferlous,  that  they  annihilate 
the  Government,  which  lofes  the  power  to 
rcprefs  them.  The  almoft  fudden  diffolu- 
tion  of  the  moft  ancient  and  powerful  Mo- 
narchy of  Europe  has  but  too  fully  proved 
thefe  melancholy  truths. 

While  the  wcaknefs  of  the  Council  was 
thus  leaving  the  authority  of  the  King  to 
the  firft  occupant,  and  the  example  of  the 
Paris  cle(3:ors  was  teaching  the  feditious 
with  what  impudence  it  might  be  braved, 
the  Three  Orders  were  ftill  deliberating,  in 
the  naoft  faftidious  debates,  fokly  upon  the 
verification  of  the  powers,  and  adhering 
2  day 
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4^y  after  d^y,  with  greater  obftingcy,  to  thf 
flai^xs  about  which  they  were  divided,  T^f 
<;onfcyepcc$  of  the  conciliatory  Commifllipn-' 
fK,  yih^  had  been  appointed  s^t  the  iqftanqc 
of  the  Qr^er  of  the  Clergy,  were  wafte4 
i^  har9pgue$,  qr  endlefs  difputes,  and  qon* 
9^1i^ted  nothing.  The  Orders  became  mv^ 
UjLj^lly  e^tafp^rated  ;  and  that  of  the  Tier^ 
J^tat  ^as  already  fo  firnxly  refolvcd  to  lift^ 
to  no  modification  whatever  upon  the  quef-^ 
tion  pf  voting  indiyidually,  that  they  wouUl 
have  confider^4  ^^  ^  "^^0^  fufpicipi^  ligh< 
any  nicmber  among  them  who  fhould  have 
given.  ind|(;j^tion  of  a  diiferent  opinipn^ 

It  waa  undj^r  thefe  cirqumftances,  that  a 
dcfire  Qj^  preventing  ftill  more  fatal  innoya,- 
tioij,s  ^j:on;ipted.  M*  Maiautt^  oae  of  the  Pc- 
putics  of  the  Tiers  J^tap,  to  prepar,e  m^  Adi 
4reCs  tp  thp  I^ing,  and  a  (ketch  of  a.  Refolu-. 
tjion  or  Pcclgr^ion  of  the  Commons,  tciid* 
iq§;  tp^guar^ty  tp  die  two.firft  Ordprs  the 
enjpyement  of  their  legal  property,  ap4.  o£ 
their  honorary  prerogatives  ^.  He  commu-. 
lucatcd  th!?fp  two  papers  to  the  Ahhi.Sieyef^ 
an4  Tc^rget  the  s^dvocate,  both  of  whpOT. 

♦»&ce  the  Collcdion  of  -W.  J\^^uef*s,  OfmiQS^S^ 
page,  i6^;k vol.  iii. 

he 
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he  met  at  the  houfc  of  Defmeunier^  one  -of 
their  colleagues.  Target  thought  it  was  an 
inconfiderate  engagement  to  guaranty  all  the 
property  of  the  Clergy  and  Nobility;  fof 
the  additional  word  legal  was  not  a  fuffi- 
cient  reftridlion  in  the  eyes  of  that  la\vyer, 
who,  by  the  Way,  at -the  very  firfl  Sitting; 
of  the  States-Getieral,  loft  all  the  reputa- 
tion for  eloquence  and  information,  he  had 
tarried  thither,  and  became  perfedly  ridi- 
culous for  his  oratorical  bathos,  puffing,  and 
contorfions.  The  Abbe  Sieyei,  dn  the  con- 
trary, was  of  opinion,  that  the  guarantee 
of  all  property  was  but  juft,  but  he  was 
againft  any  mention  being  made  of  the  ho- 
norary prerogatives.  *'  What  T*  faid  M. 
Malouet  to  him,  **  have  you  any  defign  of 
•*  deftroying  the  Nobility?'*  He  replied, 
*^  Yes,  certainly/'  Being  alked  what  were 
his  means,  he  anfwered — *'  We  Ihall  fee;  it 
*'  behoves  us  at  leaft  to  fet  the  fulcrum ^ 
*'  and  what  we  cannot  accomplifh  our  fuc- 
•*  ceffors  may.'*  M.  Malouet  having  pre- 
vailed on  Target  to  adopt  his  plan  of  ad- 
drefs  by  making  fyme  flight  corrections, 
and  depending  upon  the  majority  of  the 
Tiers  Etat,  not  yet  in  the  fecret  of  the 
Abbe  Sieyes^s  projeds,  propofed,  two  days 

after. 
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after,  a  Declaration  drawn  up  on  the 
fame  grounds  as  his  Addrefs  to  the  King; 
which  was  very  wdl  received,  and  was 
going  to  be  put  to  the  vote,  when  Count 
Mirabcau  obfervcd  to  the  members  near 
him,  and  fpread  through  the  Affembly, 
that  this  Decltar(Uzon  zoas  a  Mejfagefram 
the  Palace.  This  hint  inftantly  produced 
the  cffcd  intended  by  Mirabeau :  the  Tiers 
Etat  rejeded  the  Declaration  propofed  by 
M.  Malouetf  who  from  that  moment  bb- 
came  the  object  of  a  general  diftruft,  kept 
up  conftantly  by^refh  fabrications. 

Count  Mirabeau*s  conduct  on  this  occa« 
lion  was  the  confcquence  of  a  pique  that 
he  had  taken  at  an  incident  of  which  I  was 
informed  at  the  time  by  M.  Malouet,  who 
has  iince  publifhed  the  particulars  of  it  in 
the  *  Colledlion  of  his  .Opinions  printed 
in  1792.  This  anecdote  is  of  too  inter- 
efting  a  nature  to  be  pafled  over  in  filence/ 
It  is  thus  related  by  M.  Malouet  him« 
felf. 

*•  I  knew  M.  de  Mirabeau,'*  fays  he, 
*'  G«ily  by  his  chara^r,  from  which  I  was 
greatly  inclined  to  fliun  him.     We  took 

♦  Vol.iu. 
Vol.  I.  H  difc 
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different  ^c(cs.  froth  the. fit&  Sittings  qf.^ 

:AffembJ^^  and  I  liftk  cx|Je6ted'to  bef(>a|^t 

for  bjihitn,  ivhcn  M.  d(^-jR,(niefai,yiij^ 

:'wh6kiil  was  acquamted  at  Gmc^^^stucA  who 

*was  then  at  Verfidlle!s,.told.mc  fwMto  him/ 

tfedt  be  wiflicd  very  ifaudb ,  to  c<S«fcr  with 

-fne.,    I  Accepted  an  appointriieflt  at  M.  idu 

^R&verav^t  ^herc  I  founds  anotfecir  pcrfon 

from  (Geneva,  a  M.  Dwntons.    This   was 

jn  the  end  of  May  1789.     My  diftruft  \>i 

M/de  Mirabedu  kept  |)2k:c  with  my  pie^^f- 

-  ffcftion  againft  him*  I  confidcred  him  as  xjsne  ^ 

of  the  nioft  datigerdiu  innotators^  and  w^ts 

very   much  aftoniflied   at    the  manner  in 

*  which   he    acccsfted   me.  ^    *  I  have  been 

"  *  art^^ieus/   faid  hCy  *   for  an  explanfctidn 

^*  with  you,  becaule  in  f|)ite  df  your  top- 

*'•*  deration  I  difcover  you.  to  be  a  frifcnd  of 

^*  LiHerty ;  and  I  am,  pigrhaps,  more  akrcrfcd 

*^  ttiah  you  at  the  ferment  I  fee  in  the  minds 

•  of  men,  and  at   the  mifchidfs,  that  may 
"^^  ^w  from  it.     I  am  not  a  perfbn   to  fell 

•  myfelf  bafely  to  Defpotifm :  I  wifh  for  a 
*^£fce    but   Monarchical    Conftitution.      I 

'  *  am-not^f6r  fhakingphe  Monarchy;  and  if 
'  *  meafures  be -n^  fpeedily  taken,  the  vejy 

•  bad  heads,    the  great   inexperience   and 
.  V  arrogance  which  I  perceive  in  our  Affem- 

'•  ■  -  '    •  bly. 
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*  biy,  and  the  inqonfidcratc  refii^ance  and 

*  provocation  given  by  the  two  fiirft  Orders, 

*  make  me  fear  as  muth  as  you  that  there 

*  wiH  be  dreidful  comnioticms.  I  therefor* 
^  addrefs.myfelf  toyouasanhoneftman.  You 

*  are  conneiftcd  with  Mr*  Netker  znd  M.  dt 

*  MpntTftarin;  you  miuft  know  their  intend 

*  tions,  and,  whether  they  have  a  plan  or 

*  not^     If  they  have  a  rdafonable  plan,  I 

*  w;ill  fupport  it/  This  declaration  made  a 
great. impfieflion  Upon  me,  apd  it  was  iuffi- 
ciently  rational  for  me  to  believe  it  fincere : 
Idvrabtau^s^  intelle(3:s  were  found;  he  did 
not  choofe  mifchief  for  mifchiePs  fake.  Up- 
on fcvcral  important  queftions,  and  particu- 
larly upon  the  conftitution  of  the  Commons^ 
in  a  National  Aflcmbly,  his  opinions  were 
feen  to  be  Monarchical*  I  yielded  to  this 
explanation  witb  a  kind  of  confidences  I 
told  him  frankly,  that  I  thought  as  he  did  ; 
that  :I  had  no  doubt  of  the  neceffity  for  a 
plan  of  a  reform,  and  of  a  Conftitution  that 
might  fatisfy  the  reafonable  expedlations  of 
the  Nation — ^but  that  I  did  not  know,  and 
very  much  doubted,  whether  or  not  the 
Minifters  had  apy  determined  pldn;  thai; 
the  hefitation  I  had  perceived  in  them  had 

H  2:  ajarrocd 
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alarmed  me  as  much  as  the  arrogance  of 
many  of  my  colleagues. 

**  •  Well/  faid  he,  *  will  you  propofe 
*  to  them  to  fee  and  confer  with  me.  ?* 

•*  I  confented,  and  informed  Mr.  Neckcr 
and  M.  de  Montmorin  of  the  rcfult  of  my 
convcrfation.  I  found  them  both  extreme- 
ly averfe  to  any  intcrcourfe  with  Miraheau^ 
from  his  immorality,  his  charadler,  ^d 
the  little  confidence  he  merited.  I  con- 
tended againft  all  thefe  objections  :  I  rcpre- 
fented,  that  the  man  who  with  great  ta- 
lents announced  honeft  views ;  '  who,  not- 
withftanding  his  immorality,  did  not  appear 
to  have  yet  engaged  in  any  party,  and 
would  give  great  weight  to  that  which  he 
fhould  embrace;  and  who,  far  from  offering 
himfelf  to  be  a  corrupt  tool,  explained 
hinifelf  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  propofe  to  him  any  fort  of  condi- 
tions, or  fictitious  part,  deferved  to  be  heard. 
It  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Nccker  Ihoald  re- 
ceive him  the  next  day,  and  the  conference 
took  place.  But  Mirabedu  expedted  they 
would  open  themfelves  to  him,  whereas 
they  had  only  confented  to  hear  what  he 
had  to  fay.  He  waited  for  the  communica- 
tion of  a  plan,  and  it  is  probable  they  had 
2  not 
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not  one  to  communicate.  The  conference 
accordingly  was  dry  and  fliort :  he  went 
away  difcontcnted,  and  faid  to  riie,  as  he 
came  into  the  tttU,  /  go  then  no  more^ 
hut  tkeyjhall  hear  of  mr ;  and  he  has  been 
but  too  true  to  his  word.  There  ended  our 
intercourfe,  and  I  was  two  years  without 
fpeaking  to  him/^ 

This  anecdote  and  the  preceding  one 
throw  a  great  light  upon  the  charadters  and 
views  of  the  three  members  of  the  Tiers 
Eta^tf  who  at  the  beginning  of  the  Revo^ 
lution  rendered  themfelves  moft  remarkable, 
each  in  his  way,  MirabeaUf  Target^  and 
the  Abb6  Suyes* ;  and  alfo  give  an  idea  of 
the  principles  and  -condud:  of  M.  Malouet, 
who  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  integrity, 
hy  bk  energy,  and  by  talents  generally  ac- 
knowledged. The  extravagance  which  he 
foimd  in  the  opinions  of  both  parties  mado: 
him  commit  the  fault  of  not  entirely  joint- 
ing that  whofe  principles  came  the  neareft 
to  his  own,  and  the  fyftem  of  neutrahty 
which  he  adopted  equally  provoked  the 
one  and  the  other*  The  impartial  or 
9ioderate  members  with  whom  he  joined, 

*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  u 

H  3  at. 
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attempted  in  v4in  to  create  a  third  partj^^ 
they  could  never  cA)ttin  confeq^icnce  abov^ 
a  petty  cabal,  becaufe  fuch  always  has  been 
and  always  will  be  the  fate  of  moderate  or 
middling  parties,  in  tbofe  grc^t  political  cdo- 
vullions  called  Revolutions,  which  never  of. 
fcr  bat  one  alternative  to  all  thofe  whom* 
their  fituation  forces  to  tak6  a  part*  They 
have  but  to  choofe  between  that  of  fupport- 
ing  the  Revolution  with  and  in  the  miwter 
of  thofe  who  are  for  it,  and  that  of  oppof? 
ing  it  with  and  in  the  manner  of  thofe 
who  are  againft  it :  if  they  take  a  third, 
they  neccilarily  have  the  two  others  for  ehe» 
itiies.  This  M.  Maloutt  eXporieficed ;  and 
accordingly  reproaches  and  infults  have  been, 
heaped  upon  him  from  all  fides.  But  he 
neithicr  can  nor  ought  to  be  judged  of,  but  by 
the  opinions  he  h^s  advanced,  fuppoirted,  or  . 
oppofcd,  either  in  the  Affembly  of  l^is 
Bailiwick  or  in  the  States-General  i  and  of 
which  he  has  pirfDliflxed  a  coHedion.  Some 
errors  widl  doubtlefs  be  perceived  among 
them ;  for  who  is  he  that,  in  thofe  times  of. 
cffervefcence  and  general  delirium,  had  not 
fome  to  reiproach  himfelf  with  ?  but  amon^ 
them  there  will  alfo  be  found  repeated 
proofs  of  jiis  good  faith,  oftl^e  difinterr 

eftednefs 
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cftsdnefs  of  bis  zeal,  and  of  ti^  liprightn^ 
of  his  ittteotions^  :  . 

At  this  period  there  was  but  a  Veiy  feaalli 
number  of  Deputies  who  forcfaw  to  what 
length  the  fiiry  of  innovation  would  go,  if 
bafb  were  not  n^ade  to  fet  bouods  to  it.  7he 
union  of  the  Orders  was  lu-ged,  aiid  declared 
openly  throughout  the  kiB^dom,  to  he  the 
only  meai^  of  pubdic  lafety.  The  hdi  dif* 
poied  Deputies  of  the  Commons,  tbofe  who 
fo  foon  after  as  the  mqnth  of  July,  iJifcover* 
cd  the  gresrtdfl:  rdudance  to  the  Reyolution, 
did  not  hefitate  to  vote  for  that  Amion ;  and 
Af .  Mdloiuty  for  having  pointed"  x>ut  ibme 
iBcoavenimcies  that  mighl:  refvdt  iron^  it,  if 
it  took  place  lUKonditiooally,  was  from 
that  moment  ftigmatized  as  cm  Esi^my  to 
the  NaMo».  He  fucceeded,  however,  in 
perfuadiag  fome  >of  the  more  intelligent 
"of  his  colleagues,  that  the  two  hig-hcr  Of^ 
ders  of  the  State  ought  not  to  be  expofed  to 
total  deftrudtion,  which  they  would  be  by 
jnfifting  upon  the  form  of  voting  indi- 
vidually,, before  the  lawful  claims,  the  pro- 
perty, and  eflential  prerogatives  of  the  Clergy 
and  Nobility  were  fecured.  Such  was  the 
fpirit  of  his  Addrefs,  which  was  fupport^* 
ed  by  the  wifeft  men  in  the  chamber  of 
-_  H4  the 
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the  Tiers  Etat^  and  which  would  not  have 
hecn  rcjc<5tcd  by  the  majority,  had  the 
Clergy  and  Nobility  accepted  the  conditions 
propofed  in  it,  previous  to  the  union ;  but 
the  efforts  he  made  himfelft  and  got  others 
to  make,  upon  this  occafion,  among  the  two 
higher  Orders,  being  attended  with  no  fuc- 
cefs,  SieyeSf  Mirabeau^  Barnave,  and  the 
other  members  of  the  Breton  Club^  oppofed 
this  plan,  which  thwarted  their  views  ;  and 
when  the  union  took  place,  it  was  in  fuch  a 
manner  only  as  would  fuit  them  to  deftroy 
the  Clergy  and  Nobility, 

Although  M.  Malouet^s  Addrefs  was 
equally  difapproved  of  by  the  partifans  of 
the  ancient  Conftitution  and  the  Democrats, 
it  cannot  be  denied  that,  in  the  circum* 
ftances  in  which  it  was  propofed,  it  would 
have  been  a  very  fortunate  event  had  it  beei^ 
adopted* 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  III, 


New  conciliatory  Conferences — Their  In^ 
efficacy — RefpeElive  ConduSi  of  the  Three 
Orders — Refolution  by  rvhich  the  Tiers 
Etat  conjlitutes  itfelf  the  National  Af 
femhly — Oath  —  Another  Refolution  of 
the  Tiers  Etat^  in  which  the  Word  de- 
cree is  ufedfor  thefrjl  Time — Popular 
Tumults  excited  againjl  the  two  fir fi  Or^ 
ders — Royal  Sitting  announced  by  Pro* 
clamation — The  Tiers  Etat  ajfemble  in 
a  Tennis-Court^  in  defiance  of  the  King's 
Orders — Oath  taken  there — Afingle  De^ 
puty  refufes  tofign — The  Royal  Sitting 
poflponed  till  the  2^d  of  June — Tht 
Tiers  Etat  ajfemble  in  the  Church  of  St. 
fjouis — Many  Deputies  of  the  Order  of 
the  Clergy  and  two  or  three  Members  of 
the  Order  of  the  Nobility  join  the  Tiers 
fltat. 

Meanwhile  the  concUiatorjr  confer, 
ences,  which  the  Commiflioncrs  of  the 
Three  Orders  had  at  firft  held  among  them- 

felves 
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fclvcs  without  any  fucccfs,  were  refumcd, 
by  defire  of  the  King,  at  the  houfe  of  the 
Keeper  of  the  Seals,  in  prefence  of  the  Mi- 
nifters,  and  of  M.  de  la  Michodiere^  Af. 
d^Ormeffonj  M.  de  Vidaudj  M.  de  la  Ga^ 
laifiere,  CounfelloVs  of  State,  and  M.  de 
Lejfart,  Mailer  of  the  Requelk.     But  they 
only  ferved  to  keep  the  Affembly  from  pro- 
ceeding to  bufinefs  without  advancing  the 
^ftablifliment  of  harmony  amoog  the  Orders, 
or  rather  the  unqualified  acquiefcence  of  the 
two  firft  in  the   claims  of  the  Third;  for 
that  was  the  only  means  of  conciliation   to 
which  the  Tiers  Stat  would  liftcn.     The 
conferences  were  finally  broken  up  on  the 
8th  of  June*     Thus  were  the  States-Gene- 
ral, that  had   been  convoked  to   affift  the 
King  in  the  grand  obje<a:  of  the  regenerar- 
tion   of  the  kingdom,    affembl^   for  five 
weeks  without  being  able  to  eftabiifh   the 
legality  ^f  their  meeting.     The   Order  of 
the  Nobility  alone  proceeded  with  difpatcli 
in  verifying  the  powers  of  their  rnembcrs ; 
the  Order  of  the  Clergy  never  forfook  the 
part  of  mediator ;  and  the  Tiers  Etat  wer^ 
jprlanixing  the   means  of  conftituti^g  themr- 
Reives  an  adive  Affembly,  whether  the  other 
Orders  confcntcd  or  refufed  to  jojn  tbeiH. 
I  Accord- 
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Accordingly  on  the  10th  of  June  it  was  rc- 
Iblved,  upon  the  motion  of  the  Abbfc 
Sieyes^  th|it  Deputies  fhouW  be  icnt  to  d» 
Orders  of  the  Clergy  and  Nobility,  to  rc- 
<|ufcH  their  attendance  in  the  Hall  of  the 
States-General,  to  unite  in  fubmittiog  to 
die  common  verification  of  the  powers.  This 
deputation  was  charged  to,  declare  to  tken 
at  the  fame  time,  that  the  general  call  dT 
ail  the  Bailiwicks  was  going  to  be  made  in 
the  Hall  of  the  States,  and  that  default 
would  be  pronounced  againft  the  abien-* 
tees. 

This  Refolution,  which  completely  clofed 
e^^ry  channel  of  conciliation,  had  no  power* 
tb  Ihake  the  Order  of  the  Nobility,  wiw 
had  itedared  themfelves  legally  conftitiited, 
9sA  bad  already  entered  upon  bufinefs  rela- 
tive to  the  legiilature,  to  the  reform  of 
abufes,  and  other  objed:s;  but  it  could  not 
fail  of  making  a  great  impreffion  upon  the 
Order  pf  the  Clergy,  compofed  as  it  was, 
in  part,  of  parifh  priefts^  by  birth  attathed 
to  the  Ti&rs  Etat ;  fo  that  by  the ''13th  of 
June  three  of  them,  went  over  to  that  Or-< 
der  in  :the  Conmion-Hall,  and  there  j)re- 
fentcd  their  prwers.  The  next  dsgr  fix  more 
^Jlowod  tibe  example;  and  a  much  greats 

number 
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number  of  them  would  have  joined,  had 
not  the  Tiers  Etat  thcmfelves  prefened 
their  remaining  with  their  own  chamber  t<f 
fupport  their  party  in  it* 

On  this  dajr,  June  14,  the  Tiers  Etat 
finifhed  verifying  the  powers  of  all  their 
members »  and  the  very  next  day  proceeded 
to  conftitute  themfclyes  ;  or  rather  to  afTume 
fome  title  or  extraordinary  denomination, 
by  which  the  multitude  might  be  made  to 
confider  them  alone  as  invefted  with  all  the 
powers  of  the  States-General,  from  the 
fingle  circumftance  of  the  feparation  of  the 
other  Orders.  After  much  debating  upon 
the  grand  queflion  of  what  name  they  were 
to  be  called  by ;  whether  they  fhould  take  the 
denomination  of  The  AJfembly  of  acknow^ 
ledged  and  verified  Reprefentatives  of  the 
French  Nation^  as  propofed  by  the  Abbe 
Sieyes;  or.  The  AJfembly  of  the  People^  as 
fuggefted  by  Mirabeau  ;  or.  The  AJfembly 
of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  greatejl  Part 
of  the  Nation^  the  fmaller  abfenting, 
which  Af .  Mounier  was  of  opinion  was 
the  only  regular  one ;  or.  The  AJfemhly  of 
the  Reprefentatives  of  the  French  People^ 
which  Rabaut  de  St.  Etienne  thought  fuffi- 
cient;  it  was  at  lafl  determined,  upon  a 

new 
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new  motion  of  the  Abbe  Szeyes,  that  thd 
Affembly  eompofed  of  the  Deputies  of  the 
Tiers  Etat  Ihould  take  the  title  of  the 
NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY.  This  famous  re- 
folution,  which  was  not  adopted  till  the 
17th  of  June,  was  drawn  up  in  the  follow-* 
ing  terms ; 

**  The  Affembly,  on  confideratibn,  after 
concluding  the  verification  of  their  pow- 
ers, find  that  this  Meeting  is  already  eom- 
pofed of  Repiefentatives  diredly  returned 
by  at  leaft  ninety-fix  in  a  hundred  of  the 
Nation, 

*•  A  Reprefentative  body  of  fuch  magni- 
tude muft  not  remain  idle  on  account  of  the 
abfence  of  the  Deputies  of  fome  Bailiwicks, 
or  of  fome  claffes  of  citizens ;  for  the  ab- 
fentees,  who  have  been  fummoned,  cannot 
prevent  thofe  who  have  appeared  from  cx- 
ercifing  all  their  rights,  cfpecially  when  the 
exerciie  of  thofe  rights  is  an  indifpcnfable 
and  prefiing  duty, 

"  Moreover,  as  thofe  Reprefentatives 
only  who  have  verified  can  concur  in 
forming  the  National  Voice,  and  as  every 
Reprefentative  who  has  verified  is  to  be 
found  in  this  Affembly,  it  neceffarily  fol- 
lows, that  it  belongs  to  them,  and  them 

alone. 
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alone,  to  interpret  and  make  known  the  gc* 
neral  will  of  the  Nation.  No  other  Ghana* 
Iber  of  Deputies,  limply"  prefuitiptive,  cap 
diminifli  the  force  of  their  deliberations ;  in 
fliprt,  there  can  exift  between  the  Throne 
and  this  Affembly  no  negative  power. 

**  Accordingly,  the  Affembly  declare, 
that  the  common  work  of  National  Refto- 
ration  can  and  ought  to  be  begun  without 
delay  by  the  I>eputies  prefent,  and  that  they 
ought  to  go  on  without  iaterruption  and 
without  oppofition . 

**  The  title  of  National  AJfemhly  is  the 
idnly  one  fuitable  to  the  Affembly  in  the  pre- 
fent ftate  of  things,  bccaufe  the  members 
that  coihpofe  it  are  the  only  Reprefcntatives 
who  have  legally  and  publicly  verified  their 
powers ;  becaufe  tbey  are  dirediy  returned 
by  ahnoft  the  whole  body  of  the  Nation ; 
laftly,  bccaufe,  the  National  Reprefcntation 
being  one  and  indiviiiblc,  none  of  the  De- 
puties, from  whatever  clafe  chofen,  have 
any  right  to  cxercife  their  functions  fepa* 
xately  from  the  prefent  Affembly. 

^*  The  Affembly  will  never  relinquilh 
the  hope  of  being  joined  by  the  Deputies 
now  abfent,  nor  ceafe  to  call  upon  them  to 
discharge  the  obligation  they  are  under  of 

con-- 


iXMicuCTiag;  bci.  hold  the  States-General :  And 
thtyxledlare  beforehand,  that  if  the  ahfcnt 
EteptmesihDilld,  in  the  cotirfc  of  tlie  Scffions 

ddw  about  to  be  opened,  prcfent  themfclves, 
they  would  receive  them  with  open  arms, 
and  Iharc  with  them,  after  the  verification 
of  their  powers,  the  continuation  of  the  la- 

.  hours  for  regenerating  France. 

**  The  National  Aflfepibly  refolve,  that 
tte  motives  of  the  prefent  determination 
ihall  be  drawn  up,  in  order  to  be  prefented 
to  the  King,  and  to  the  Nation.** 

After  this  Refolution  •  all  the  members 
took  the  following  Oath,  the  forrti  of  which 
was  propofed  by  Tc^get : 

\    **  We  promife  and  fwear  before  God, 

"  the  Country,  and  the  King^  zcaloufly  to 

•*  -difchaTgethe  duties  with  which  we  are 

*«  ^entruftcd." 

The  Aflfenibly,  convinced  no  doubt  that 

.  thb.Oath,  and  the  title  they  had  affumed, 
had  ihvcflcd  them  with  all  the  National  So- 
vereignty, or  rather  anxious  to  leave  no 
time  for  its  being  doubted,  haftened  to  dif- 

-play  .and  prove  their  power,  by  declaring  all 
the  exifting  modes  of  levying  contributions 
to  be  illegal  ^d^riuU  in  their  creations,  ex- 
tesifions,  and  prerog^ivcs ;  by  authorifing 

pro- 
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prdvifionally  the  continuation  of  them,  pre- 
fcribing  the  time  when  they  (hould  ccafc  ; 
and  by  giving  the  creditors  of  the  State  the 
fecurity  of  the  honour  and  faith  of  the 
French  Nation*  With  this  view,  they  en- 
tered into  the  following  Refolution : 

**  The  National  Affembly,  confidering 
that  the  firft  ufe  which  they  ought  to  make 
of  their  powers,  the  exercife  of  which  the 
Nation  has  recovered  under  the  aufpices  of 
a  Monarch,  who,  judging  the  rights  of  a 
Nation  to  be  the  real  glory  of  Kings,  has 
placed  his  own  on  acknowledging  thofe  of 
the  French  People,  is  to  fecure  the  energy 
of  public  adminillration  ; 

**  Willing  to  prevent  the  difficulties  that 
may  obftrud:  the  levying  of  the  contribu- 
tions ;  difficulties  the  more  fcrious,  as  they 
are  fupported  on  a  Conftitutional  and  ever 
facred  principle  clearly  acknowledged  by 
the  King,  and  folemnly  proclaimed  in  all 
the  Aflemblies  of  the  Nation,  namely,  the 
principle  which  allows  of  no  levy  of  money, 
or  contributions  in  the  kingdom,  without 
the  exprefs  confent  of  the  Reprcfentatives  of 
the  Nation; 

**  Confidering,  that  in  fad  the  contribu- 
tions as  they  arc  at  prefent  gathered  through- 

out 
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but  the  kingdom,  not  having  bigen  granted 
by  the  Nation,  art  all  illegal,  arid  coftfei- 
l|uently  tiull  in  their  creations^^  extenfionsi 
and  prerogatives  j 

**  Declare,  that  they  ccfnfent  {)rovifion- 
ttlly  for  the  Nation,  that  the  impx)fl:s  and 
contri^)utions,  although  illegally  eftablifhed 
and  gathered,  /hall  continue  to  be  levied  in 
the  fame:  manner  as  they  have  hitherto  been^ 
until  the  day  of  the  feparation  of  this  Af- 
fembly,  in  whatever  thanner  that  may  be 
caufed,  and  tio  longel*. 

*^  After  which  day  the  National  Aflem- 
bly  mean,  and  DEdREE^  that  all  levies  of  im- 
pofts  and  contributions,  of  whatever  nature^ 
which  fhall  not  have  been  exprefsly,  for- 
mally, and  freely  granted  by  the  Nation^, 
fliall  entirely  ceafe  through6ut  all  the  pro- 
vinces of  the  kingdom,  whatever  be  the 
form  of  their  government. 

''  The  Affembly  declare  alfo,  that  as 
foon  as  they  (hall^  in  concert  with  his  Ma- 
jefty,  have  fixed  the  principles  of  the  Na- 
tional regeneration,  they  will  proceed  to  the 
examination  and  liquidation  of  the  public 
debt,  giving  the  creditors  of  the  State  from 
this  time  fecurity  on  thic  honour  and  faith  o£ 
the  French  Nation.  ,      ^ 

Vol.  L  I  ''  Laftly, 
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•*  Laftly,  the  Affcmbly,  now  conftituted 
to  tranfadt  bufincfs,  find  it  one  of  their  firft 
duties  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  that  have 
produced  the  fcarcity  under  which  the  pro- 
vinces are  labouring,  and  to  provide  the 
means  of  remedying  it  in  the  moft  effec- 
tual and  expeditious  manner.  Accordingly 
they  refolve,  that  a  Committee  fhall  be  ap- 
pointed to  proceed  on  that  important  bufinefs, 
and  that  his  Majefly  (hall  be  prayed  to  caufe 
all  the  documents  of  which  they  may  fland 
in  need,  to  be  laid  before  the  faid  Committee. 

••  The  prefent  Refolution  fhall  be  printed, 
and  fent  into  all  the  provinces/' 

Thefe  Refolutions  were  no  fooner  read 
than  the  Hall  refounded  with  the  cries  of 
Vive  le  Roi !  from  the  members  of  the  Af- 
iembly,  and  from  the  flrangers  with  whom 
the  galleries  were  crowded.  This  was  either 
to  make  the  People,  whofe  fidelity  was  not 
yet  fhaken,  believe  that  thefe  Refolutions, 
the  confequences  of  which  they  were  inca- 
pable of  feeing,  were  favourable  to  the 
King,  or  to  deceive  his  Majefty  himfelf, 
and  remove  from  his  mind  all  diftrufl  of  the 
intentions  of  the  Tiers-Etat.  Certain  it  is, 
that,  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  Re- 
volution, the  cry  of  Vive  Ic  Roi  feemed  to 
2  be 
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be  chiefly  devoted  to  the  purpofe  of  figna- 
lizing  every  attack  made  upon  the  Royal  au- 
thority. It  is  alfo  to  be  remarked,  that  it  was 
in  the  laft  of  thefe  Revolutions  that  the  Af- 
fembly  for  the  firft  time  employed  the  word 
decree :  and  it  was  not  without  meaning 
that  they  adopted  that  expreflion,  which 
having  hitherto  had  no  acception  in  the  le- 
giflative  ftyle,  might  be  confidered  as  more 
modeft  than  the  word  ordain,  and  even  as 
refpecftful  to  the  Royal  prerogative.  But 
from  the  verb  to  decree  was  immediately 
formed  the  fubftantive  Decree,  which  the 
AlTembly  gave  as  a  title  to  all  its  deter- 
minations, and  the  fenfe  of  which  became 
progreflively  as  unlimited  as  the  power  of 
thofe  who  gave  it  its  new  acception. 

The  ringleaders  who  at  the  Sitting  of 
the  17th  of  June  had  emboldened  the  Tiers-^ 
Etat  to  make  fo  very  rafti  a  trial  of  the 
ftrength  they  derived  from  the  double  repre- 
fentation,  were  too  accute  not  to  forefec 
that  fo  ferious  an  attack  upon  the  rights  of 
the  Clergy  and  Nobility,  and  upon  the  Royal 
authority  itself,  could  not  be  fupported  but 
by  extraordinary  means.  The  fureft  and 
moft  potent  was  the  fuccour  of  the  popu- 
lace, who  were  already  but  too  much  dif- 
I  2  pofcd 
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pofed   to   protect,   aher  their  fafliion,    the 
members   of  the  Tiers^Etat,   whom  they 
€onfidered  as  the  defenders  of  their  interefts 
againft  the  other  two  Orders.     Hence  the 
howlings  and  imprecations  of  that  frantic 
muhitude,  who  wfere  at  this  jund:ure  fecn 
for  fome  days  furrounding  the  Halls  of  the 
States  j  hence  the  infults  and  menaces   di-» 
redled  not  only  againft  the  principal  mem*^ 
bers  of  the  two  firft  Orders,  but  likewifc 
againft  thofe  of  the  Tiers- Etat  who,  becaufc 
they  wer6  moderate;  Were  corifidered  as  fuf- 
picious.      This  tempjsr  was  propagated  and 
kept  alive  in  thfe  provinces^  through  nume- 
rous emiflaries,  by  fabricated  tales  fent  to 
them  from  Ver failles  and  Pari«.  The  Palais* 
Royal  was  become  the  brdinary  rendezvous 
of  the  feditious.  Where  they  publicly  pieach- 
ed  murder,  aflaifination,  and  the  mbft  fitro* 
cious  crimes,  as  f^many  a&s  of  patriotifm. 
The  filence  of  the  Council,  and  their  irrefo- 
lution  upon  t|<e -different  meafures.propofiad 
to  them,  favoured  th«  mano6Uvres  of  ^thic 
Tiers^Etat  in  the  Chamber  sbf^the  Clergy 
and  Nobility,    where    tht     new   yidtcwTes 
daily  gained  by^  them  increafcd  the  agitation 
that  prevailed,  ktA  prockimed  an  approach* 
ing  divifion. 

While 
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While  things  were  in  this  flate,  the  foU 
lovvingJProcl^mation  was  made  by  the  Hcr 
raids,  on  the  20th  of  June,  between  feven 
arid  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  the 
greets  and  crofs-ways  of  Verfailles  : 

**  June  20th.  (By  Order  of  jthe  King.) 
The  King  having  refplved  to  hold  a  Royal 
Sitting  in  the  States-General,  oh  Monday 
next  the  2 2d  of  June,  the  preparations  to 
be  made  in  the  three  Halls  ufed  by  the  Af- 
fcmblies  of  the  Orders  make  it  neceflary 
that  thofe  Afferablies  (houjd  be  fufpendec} 
until  aftjer  the  faid  Sitting.  His  Majefly 
iw?iU,  give  nptice,  by  another  Proclamation, 
pf  the  hoiur  of  his  going  to  the  Affembly  of 
theStates  on  Monday.'* 

M,  3mlly,  the  Prefident  of,  the  Tiers- 
[Ei<jbt^  had  been  ,made  acquainted  with  the 
objp<3:  of  this  Proclamation,  by  a  private 
letter  whiph  was  fent  to  him'by  the  Marquis 
de  Brezi  at  feven  o*clock  in  the  morning; 
j^nd  to.  which  he  replied,  **  that  having  re- 
:«rBived  no  orders  from  the  King,  and  the  Af- 
fembly Jhaving  been  announced  for  eight 
o'doci;:,  he  Ihould  attepd  where  his  duty 
<jaUed  him.*V  - 

.iH«  irepaifed, ^accompanied    by  a    gxe^t 
©Viipber  pf  thQ.  men^bers  of  the  Tiers^Etat, 

1 3  to 
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to  the  door  of  the  Hall  of  the  States,  de- 
manded admiffion ;  and  on  being  refufed  by 
the  officer  on  guard,  according  to  his  or- 
ders, with  which  he  acquainted  him,  he  dc* 
clared  that  he  protefted  againft  fuch  orders, 
and  that  he  fhould  give  a  report  of  them  to 
the  AfTcmbly.  To  do  this  he  had  not  far  to 
go,  as  three-fourths  of  the  deputies  of  the 
Tiers- Etat  were  already  colledted  round  him, 
or  in  the  avenue  leading  to  the  Palace.  There 
it  was  that,  furrounded  by  an  immenfe  crowd 
of  people,  they  declaimed  in  the  moft  violent 
manner  againft  this  pretended  ad:  of  De- 
fpotifm.  **  The  National  Affembly  is  to  be 
diffolvcd,**  faid  they,  **  and  the  country  to 
be  plunged  into  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war. 
Want  reigns  every  where ;  every  where  the 
people  fee  famine  ftaring  theni  in  the  face. 
This  we  were  about  to  put  an  end  to,  by 
rending  the  veil  which  covers  the  manoeu- 
vres of  the  monopolifts,  the  engroffers, 
and  the  whole  tribe  of  mifcreants.  The 
Louises  11  and  13,  the  Richelieus^  the 
Mazarins,  the  Briennes,  attacked  with  their 
defpotifm  only  individuals  or  fmall  bodies ; 
but  here  it  is  the  whole  Nation  that  is  made 
the  fport  of  the  whims  of  a  defpotic  Mi- 
piftry,      **  Let  us    meet   upon  the  Pltue 

d'Armes/- 
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d^Armes^^  faid  one  of  thofe  orators ;  /*  there 
we  (hall  recall  fome  of  the  noblcftdays  of  our 
hiftory,  the  National  AJfemblies  of  the  Field 
of  May.  '*  '  *  Let  us  affemblc  in  the  gallery  of 
the  Palace/*  faid  another;  **  there  we  Ihall 
prefent  a  new  fight,  by  fpeaking  the  language 
of  Liberty,  in  that  corrupt  Hall,  where  a 
little  while  fince  the  head  of  him  who 
Ihould  have  uttered  that  facred  word  would 
have  been  devoted  to  the  executioner/'— 
**  No,  no,'*  faid  a  third,  **  let  us  go  to 
Marli,  and  hold  our  Sitting  on  the  Terrace:— 
let  the  King  hear  us,  he  will  come  from  his 
Palace,  and  will  have  nothing  more  to  do 
than  to  place  himfelf  in  the  midft  of  his 
People  to  hold  the  Royal  Sitting/' 

At  the  conclufion  of  thefe  declamations, 
the  fole  obje<9t  of  which  was  to  alarm  and 
exafperate  the  People,  the  Affembly  decided 
upon  transferring  their  Sitting  to  the  Tennis- 
Court,  in  the  ftrect  called  rue  du  Vieux 
Verfailles.  There  M.  Bailly  read  the  letter 
which  he  had  received  from  M.  de  Breze, 
and  his  anfwer  to  it ;  which  he  had  fcarcely 
done,  when  a  fecond  letter  from  M.  de 
Breze  was  put  into  his  hands,  the  contents 
of  which  were  as  follows : 

**  It  was  by  the  King's  pofitive  order, 
1 4  Sir, 


f6  XTSfJUXhS   OF   THB  [Junb  I7B9, 

Sir,  that  I  did  myfelf  the  honour  of  writtng 
to  you  this  morning,  to  acquaint  yoii  that, 
his  Majefly  purpofing  to  hold  a  Royal  Sitw 
ting  on  Monday,  and  fome  preparations  he^ 
ing  rcquifitc  in  the  three  Halls  of  the  Af- 
fcmblies  of  the  Ordert,  it  was.  his  in^ 
tcntion  that  no  perfon  fhould  be  adrhitted 
into  them,  and  th^t  the  Sittings  fliould:  be 
fufpended  till  after  that  to  be  held  by  his 
Majefty." 

On  hearing  this  letter  read,  fome  defno^ 
niacs  cried  out,  that  the  Marquis  de  Breze  , 
was  guilty  of  treafon  againft  the  cpuntry^ 
and  th^t  he  fhould  l»  impeached  of  that 
crime,  if  he  did  noj  piroduce,  in  his  dfefmcb, 
the  Order  writtm  by  the  King's  hand. 

Af .  Bailly  then  yofe,  and,  after  vehementT 
4y  lamenting  the  melancholy  fite  whicH 
feemed  to  threaten  the  National  Affcmbly^ 
propofed  that  they  (hould  confider  what  part 
it  was  proper  to  take  under  fuch  difficult 
circumftances ;  and  this  coniSderation  was 
fucceeded  by  the  following  refolutiori, 
moved  by  Af .  Mounter ^  who  was  convinced, 
as  were  the  greater  part  of  his  colleagues, 
that  it  was  the  dcfign  of  the  Miniftry  to  dif- 
folve  the  States-General : 

^*  The  Natiodd   AffemHy,    confidering 

that, 
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that,  bek^  called  upon  to  fettlt  the  Conftitii^ 
tion  &f  die  KingdorA,  to  effect  the  regencri^ 
tion  of  public  order,  and  to  fupport  the  true 
prmcipfks  of  the  Monarchy,  nothiftg  Should 
prtvcnt  them  from  continuing  their  dtlibdr»i 
^iohs»  and  completing  die  imporlant  work 
for  which  they  were  convened  i  and  alfd 
confidering  that  in  whatever  place  they  mdf 
bfe  forced  to  hold  their  Sittings ;  or  in  (hort, 
whferever  its  members  fball  meet,  there  they 
are  the  Natiotial  AlTembly  ;  wfolve,  that  all 
the  members  of  this  Affcmbly  (hall  inftantiy 
take  a  folemn  oath  not  to  feparate  finally,  but 
to  meet,  wherever  circumftances  may  make 
it  lequifite,  ^until  the  Conftitution  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  the  regeneration  of  public  WJ^ 
tfcr'be  eftabiiflied  and  firmly  fettled  upbnfo- 
lid  foundations  $  and  that  after  this  oath  ha6 
been  takftn  by  all  its  members,  and  they  indiJ. 
vidually  fliallall  awd  every  of  them>  by  their 
^gnatiires,  confirm  their  immoveable  Re- 
ibfotion.^ 

This  famous  oath,  fince  called  fA^  Ttnnis*^ 
€mbri-Oath,  was  taken  with  the  higheil 
tranfports  pf  enthufiafm,  firft  by  M.  Bailly 
and  the  Secretaries,  and  then  by  all  the 
Vnembers  of  the  Affembly:  at  tfee  fame 
^mt  the  cry   of  Vive  k  Roi  refounded 

through 
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through  the  Hall,  and  was  rc-cchocd  from 
thc.ftrccts  and  from  the  windows  of  the 
adjoining  houfes. 

One  Deputy  alone,  whofe  name  deferves 
to  be  tranfmittcd  to  poftcrity,  M.  Martin 
drAucK  a  Deputy  from  Caftelnaudary,  had 
the  courage  oblUnately  to  refufe  his  figna* 
turcto  the  oath. 

At  this  critical  moment,  which  was  certainly 
fufficicntly  ferious  to  engage  all  the  attention 
of  the  Minifters,  as  the  fate  of  the  Monarchy 
hung  upon  it,  and  as  the  flighteft  fault,  the 
leaft  negligence  oi>  their  part,  would  be 
enough  to  ruin  the  State;  Mr.  Necker^  whofc 
vanity  and  ignorance  had  created  this  dan- 
ger, left  the  King  at  Marli,  to  go  and  fee 
his  fifter-in-law  who  was  indifpofed  at 
Paris  ;  or,  rather,  fuch  was  the  pretence  with 
which  he  endeavoured  to  conceal  the  pique 
he  took  at  fome  flight  corre<Stions  made  in 
his  plans  of  Declarations  for  the  Royal  Sit- 
ting, although  the  corrcdions  were  not 
:adopted  by  the'King  without  the  advice  of 
his'  C0uAcil,;td  which  Monfieur,  the  Count 
d%jiiqis^  and  feveral  Counfellors  of  State, 
^had  been  fummoned  for  the  occafion. 
o  As  the  framing  thefe  Declarations  over 
again,  and  the  preparations  that  were  to  be 

made 
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made  at  the  Halls  of  the  three  Orders, 
could  not  be  finifhed  fo  foon  as  Monday 
the  22d,  a  new  Proclamation  was  made 
by  the  Heralds,  announcing  that  the  Roy- 
al Sitting  appointed  for  that  day  was  fixed 
for  the  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  inviting  the  Deputies  to  the 
States-General  to  attend.  ^JW*  Baillywzs 
apprifed  of  it  on  Sunday,  by  a  letter  from 
the  King,  which  the  Marquis  de  Brezi  was 
charged  to  forward  to  him,  and  the  very 
addrefs  of  which  was  an  indication  that  his 
Majefty  did  not  approve  of  the  Refolutions 
pf  the  17th  of  June ;  for,  inftead  of  the  titlp 
of  Prejident  of  the  National  Affembly^  be- 
ftowed  by  thofe  Refolutions  on  M.  BaiUy^ 
the  King  gave  him  fimply  that  of  Prejident 
of  the  Order  of  the  Tier^-^Efat. 

Notwithfl:ar>ding  this  letter,  M.  Bailly 
repaired  the  next  morning,  at  the  head  of  the 
Dtepvities  of  the  Tiers*  fltat  to  the  Tennis- 
Comrt^/whjicl^Jjy,  that, time  was  nearly  filled 
with  the  people,  drawn  thither  by  the  de- 
fire  of  being  witnefs  to  fo  folemn  an  adt  of 
.difobedience.  It  was  certainly  a  fight  fuffi- 
ciently  novel  to  excite  their  curiofity.  This 
Sitting,  hpweyer,  was  not  held  at  the  Ten- 
aisrCourt ;  either  becaufe  the  Hall  (a  part  of 

it 
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it  bein|^  already  occupkd  by  Ae  crowd) 
Was^  not  It rge  enough  to  contain  at  ^ontc 
pki  npr^fenting  and  reprefented^  or  bccaufc 
th?  ringfoadcrs,  who  had  the  grcateff  influx 
ekct  in  the  iTiers^Etat^  flattered  themfelvcs 
that  th^  (hould  zffed:  the  People  more  pow» 
erfully,  and  exasperate  them  more  and  more 
againft  the  other  two  Orders,  and  againft 
the  Mmiftefs,  by  letting  them  fSse  the.  Na-» 
tional  Affembly  wandering  from  llrect  to 
5i?eet,  in  fearch  of  a  place  to  continue  their 
deiiberations. 

*^     The   Ticrs^Etat^    leaving    the   Tennis^ 

Court,  repaired  to  the  Francifcan  Convent, 

•fthd  ^efircd  permiffion  to  aflemble  in  their 

church;   but  the  good   monks,  whd  were 

living  oh  the  Kingis  bounty,  replied,  that 

•'  they  could  not  boffibly  confent  that  »i  Af*. 

fenibly  in  opposition  to  his  Majefty's  orders . 

ihouldbchcldat  their  houfe.**  The  Deputies, 

difaprpomted  at  this  anfwer,  denounced  Vv^ 

"^eartid^,  and  betook  themfdves  again  «o  the 

;dbor  of  the  Half  of  the  States,- tvhei'etfecy 

TVd-c  Tcfufcd    ^admiffion    by   the    faitjnel, 

'They^    thfen    proceeded  'w4thottt  hefib^xm 

*to  thedhurch  of  iS^•  iemtV,  Whk*h  thiay^n^ 

;tei-edwitht)Ut  any  dilEailty,  as  if  the  pflan 

^)i^d  been  ^vidiiBy  concerted;:  and   it  as 

**  more 
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their  dperaticMls/ byrj^cbderirig  die  oath  de^ 
creed  at  th^  fifft.  Sitting  m  the  Tenuis^ 
Court,  iio  tliofe  ©eputies  iwho  liad:  been  ah-t 
fent  from  ihat  Sittip^«^>  At  >th[ii  itimelifaif 
Biihop  of  Cka/rt^  and  many  I>s^mties  of 
the  Clergy^  aflembled  in .  the .  choir  of  the 
lame  chwdi^lind  deputed  eight  vof  tlieir 
men^r*  to  fhe"gr«>rx^JSii*,  to  inquire  df 
they  were  wiHingtodiow  |the  Clergy  ihciy 
trfual  pricedehcy.  The  jcply^to:  this.ifcpiui* 
tatiort  was---**  'That  the  NatioifclAflcinto 
refpedled  the  rights  of  the  firft  Order  of  the 
State,  and  that,  far  from  attacking  the  ho- 
nours due  to  them,  they  would  be  the  fc^- 
moil  to  defend  them/'  At  the  fame  timp 
it  was  obferved  to  thofe  Deputies,  that.tl^e 
feats  placed  on  the  right  of  the  Prefidint 
were  referved  for  the  Clergy;— a  ftriking  in- 
dication that  all  this  fcene  had  been  previ- 
oufly  concerted. 

On  this  aflurance,  the  Bifliop  of 
Chartres;  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  de- 
putation, opened  the  doors  of  the  choir; 
when  the  members,  of  the  Clergy  coming 
forward  placed  themfelves  at  (he  right  of 
:  X  '  the 


Si  AKNALS  OF  THE       [Juke  X789. 

Ac  Prcfidcnt,  and  announced  that  they  at-r 
tended  in  the  National  AlTembly,  for  the 
purpofe  of  verifying  the  powers;  and  laying 
theirs  upon  the  table,  iixteen  of  their 
members  were  immediately  appointed  on 
the  Committee  of  verification  *.  The  joy 
produced  by  this  coalition  bjroke  out  into 
long  acclamations  of  applaufe,  ilill  accom- 
panied with  the  cries  of  Vive  Ic  Roi. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  Sitting  two  or 
three  Deputies  of  the  Nobility  alfo  came  in, 
prefented  their  powers,  and  were  well  re- 
ceived* They  were  confidered  as  the  fore* 
runners  of  the  minority  of  their  Order. 

*  This  ftep,  as  irregular  as  unexpeded,  was  not 
only  unfanftioned  by  the  Order  of  the  Clergy,  who, 
according  to  the  King's  command,  had  fufpended  their 
Sittings  fince  the  20th  of  June,  but  was  alfo  entire- 
ly unknown  to  them,  and  was  the  cfFeft  of  the  intrigues 
and  clandeftine  manoeuvres  of  the  Fa£tion  to  create  a 
divifion  between  the  two  firft  Orders, 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Royal  Sitting  of  the  23^  of  June  1789—* 
The  King's  Speech — The  Orders  of  the 
Clergy  and  Nobility  leave  the  Ajffembly 
immediately  after  the  King^  and  in  obe^ 
dience  to  his  Orders — The  Tiers^Etat^ 
excited  to  difohedierue  by  Mirdbeau^  con^ 
tinue  fitting — Anfwer  made  by^  them  to 
the  Grand  Majler  of  the  Ceremonies^n^ 
They  confirm  the  Refolutions  jufl  awmU 
led  by  the  King^  and  declare  their  Per^ 
fons  inviolable — Speech  of.  the  Abbe 
SieyeSf  and  the  Refolution  it  produced--^ 
Weaknefs  of  the  Council  in  this  Circum* 
fiance — The  Meafures  they  Jhould  have 
adopted — The  Archbijhop  of  Paris  pelted 
Tvith  Stones  by  the  Mob — is  refcued  by  the 
French  Guards. 

The  next  day  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  Deputies  of  the  three  Orders  re* 
paired  to  the  door  of  the  Hall  of  the  States-^ 

General, 
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General,  as  diteded  in  the  king's  Procla^ 
tnation  made  the  evening  before;  The  ad- 
joining flreetsr  and  grand  avenue  Were  lined 
with  large  detachrtients  of  the  French  and 
Swifs  Guards,  atid  of*^the  Guards  of  the 
Provoft  Marfliars  Court  {la  PrhoU).  ,Se^ 
vera!  parties  of  the  Marcchaujfee  ftationcct 
about  the  building  of  the  States-Qcnejral 
dilpqrfed.  the  crowds  jthat  were  gatherings 
mnd  prevented  a  mob.  The  twelve  hun- 
dred Deputies  not  being  able  to  cater,  all 
;it  oncc/thofe  of  the  Clergy  Were  ufher* 
cd  ip  sfifft,  then  thofe  of  the.  NobiKty^ 
attd.  laftly  thofe  of  the  Tiers- Et at ^  who 
were  the  more  out  of  hujiw>ur  at  this  cere- 
mony, as  ^  heavy  rain  was  fis^Uing  at  the 
time.  A  large  room^  however,  'had  been 
run  up  with  boards,  at  the  principal  entry, 
where-  they  all  met  to  wait  their  turn  to 
goin. 

As  ibon  as  the  Deputies  were  placed,  the 
King  made  his  entrance,  attended  by  the 
Princes,  Peers,  great  Officers,  and  retinue 
ufually  difplayed  on  grand  occafions.  The 
moment  he  appeared,  all  the  Deputies  took 
off  their  hats  and  rofe.  He  featcd  himfdif 
upon  the  Throne,  having  the  Clergy  on,  hi$ 
right,  and  the  Nobility  on  his  left;,  the  re- 
mainder 
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ihaindcr  of  the  benches  on  both  fides,  dowrt 
to  the  door  oppdfite  td  him,  was  occupied 
by  the  Tiers^Etat:  Iti  the  middle  of  the 
Hall  ^txt  the  King  at  Arms  and  his  fouir 
Heralds.  The  Minifters  wcfe  fcated  oh 
ftools  round  a  table,  it  the  foot  of  the  plat^ 
form  which  fupported  the  Throne :  one  of 
thefe  ftools  rcmairiing  empty  drew  the  af- 
tentidh  of  the  members  of  the  Tiers^Etat^ 
and  feerlied  to  afFedt  them  dfeepljr — it  was 
the  brie  thstt  had  been  deftined  foi:  Mr. 
Necker.  This  Minifter  had  the  infolerice  to 
be  abfent  from  this  Sitting  without  previ- 
6ufly  inforriiihg  the  Ring  df  his  intention  ; 
arid  by  his  perfidious  afrogancc  this  im- 
portant irieafurc,  which  he  had  hitnfelf  pro-^ 
pofed  and  jtidgfed  indifpeiifablej  tvas  tender- 
ed a  thoufand  times  thore  prejudicial  than 
ufefuL 

The  cries  of  Vive  le  Roi,  which  had  ac- 
companied his  Majefty  from  the  Palace, 
were  reiterated  in  the  Aflfembly  when  tht 
King  entered— ^but  orily  by  the  Clergy  and 
Nobility,  for  the  Tiers-Etat  prefcrved  a 
dead  filence. 

As  foon  as  the  King  had  faken  hi  J  feat 
upon  the  Throne,  the  Deputies  of  the  three 

Vol.  I.  ^  K  Orde^a 
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Orders  fat  down  all  at  once,  without  waiting, 
according  to  the  ancient  form,  for  his  Ma* 
jcfty's  pcrmiffion  to  do  fo.  At  this  fblemn 
Sitting,  roidered memorable  on, the  one  hand 
by  the  weaknefs  and  errors  of  the  Govem*- 
ment,  and  on  the  other  by  the  audacity  and 
ciQCroachments  of  feditious  men,  the  King 
made  three  Speeches,  which  ought  to  be 
preferved  as  fo  niany  monuments  of  the 
purity  of  his  intetitions,  and  of  his  pater* 
nal  feelings  for  the  People.  He  began  as 
follows : 

**  Gentl£men, 

•*  When  I  determined  to  call  you  toge- 
ther ;  when  I  furmounted  all  the  difficulties 
with  which  your  convocation  was  attended  ; 
when  I  anticipated,  as  I  may  fay,  the  wi(he$ 
of  the  Nation,  by  manifefting  how  much 
I  would  do  to  make  them  happy,  I  thought 
I  had  done  all  in  my  power  for  the  good  of 
ray  People. 

**  It  feemed  as  if  nothing  remained  but 
for  you  to  complete  the  work  I  had  begun; 
and  the  Nation  have  been  impatiently  await- 
ing  the  moment,  when,  through  the  concur- 
rence  of  the  beneficent  views  of  their  Sove* 

reign 
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tcign  and  the  enlightened  zeal  of  their  Re* 
prelentatives,  they  might  enjoy  the  profpc* 
rity  which  fuch  an  union  fhould  produce. 

•'  The  States^Geaeral  have  been  opened 
nearly  for  two  months,  and  they  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  fettle  the  preliminaries  of^ 
dbeir  proceedings.  A  perfedl  gbod  imder« 
ilanding  ought  to  have  fprung  from  the  loye 
of  your  country  alone,  whereas  a  deplora* 
ble  divifion  fpreads  alarm  through  every 
mind.  I  will  believe,  and  I  have  pleafurc 
in  thinking,  that  the  French  are  not  altered  i 
but  to  avoid  throwing  reproach  up<Hi  any 
of  you,  I  confider  that  the  renewal  of  the 
States-General  after  fo  long  an  interval,  the 
agitation  which  preceded  it,  the  objeft  of 
this  convocation,  fo  different  from  that  for 
which  your  anceftors  were  aflembled,  the 
reftriiftions  in  the  powers,  and  feveral  other 
circumftances,  have  unavoidably  led  to  oppo*" 
iition,  difputes,  and  exorbitant  claims, 

"  It  is  a  duty  I  owe  my  kingdom  in  ge* 
neral,  it  is  a  duty  I  owe  myfelf,  to  put  an 
end  to  thefe  deplorable  divifionsj  and  far 
that  purpofe,  Gentlemen,  it  is  that  I  have 
again  called  you  to  meet  me.  As  the  com*- 
mon  Father  of  all  my  fubjedls,  as  the  De- 
fender of  the  laws  of  my  kingdom,  X  am 

K  2  come 
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come  to  point  out  their  tnic  fpirit,  and  to 
rejprefs  the  attempts  which  may  have  beca 
made  againft  it. 

**  But,  Gentlemen,  after  eftablifhing 
clearly  the  refpedive  rights  of  the  different 
Orders,  I  expedt,  from  the  zeal  of  the  two 
firft  Orders  for  their  country — I  expedt,  from 
their  attachment  to  my  perfon — I  expcdt, 
from  the  knowledge  they  have  of  the  ur- 
gencies of  the  State,  that,  in  matters  which 
regard  the  general  weal,  they  will  be  the 
firft  to  propofe  a  union  of  deliberation  and 
opinions,  which  I  confider  as  neceffaty  at 
the  prefent  crifis,  on  which  the  welfare  of 
the  State  depends/' 

One  of  the  Minifters  then  read  the  De- 
claration which  I  have  inferted  in  the  Ap- 
pendix to  the  Firft  Volume  of  my  Private 
Memoirs,  page  359;  after  which  the  King 
continued  thus  ; 

•*  It  is  alfo  my  defire,  Gentlemen,  that 
the  fevcral  advantages  I  grant  to  my  people 
(hould  be  laid  before  you.  But  this  is  not  to 
circumfcribe  your  zeal  within  the  circle  I 
trace;  for  I  fhall  adopt  with  pleafure  every 
other  meafure  of  public  good  which  (hall  be 

V  propofed ' 
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propofed  by  the  States-General.  I  may  fay, 
without  flattering  myfelf,  that  no  King  has 
ever  done  fo  much  for  any  Nation ;  but  what 
other  Nation  has  ever  better  deferved  it  by 
their  afFedtipnate  loyalty  than  the  French  ?  I 
will  not  fcruple  to  fay,  that  thofe  who  by 
exorbitant  claiips,  or  ill-p timed  cavils,  fhould 
ftill  protrad  the  effeiSk  of  my  paternal  in- 
tentions, would  render  themfelves  unworthy 
of  being  confidered  as  Frenchment'* 

This  Speech  was  followed  by  the  reading 
of  the  fecond  Declaration,  alfo  inferted  in 
the  Ajppendix  to  the  Firft  Volume  of  my 
Private  Memoirs,  page  366. 

jSo  prejudiced  were  the  minds  to  whom  it 
was  addrelfpd,  that  this  generous  Declara- 
tion, which  infured  the  fuccefs  of  every^ 
tifeful  projeft  that  could  be  propofed,  and 
which  granted  more  than  could  have  been 
expected,  more  than  was  demanded  by  the 
majority  of  the  Inftrudtions,  was  in  gencr 
ral  coldly  received.  It  might  have  been 
fufpedlcd  that  the  Aflembly  were  jealous 
that  the  King  had  left  them  fo  little  to  do 
for  the  happineft  of  the  Nation ;  efpecially 
\he  Tier^^Etat^  who,  fince  the  daring 
K3  flight 
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flight  they  had  taken  at  the  Sittings  held  in  the 
Tennis-Court,  and  in  the  church  o(St.  Louis ^ 
confidered  themfclves  as  fovcreign  moderator? 
and  fole  arbiters  of  the  deftiny  of  France^ 
After  a  profound  filente  of  fomc  mor 
ments,  which  followed  the  reading  of  thi? 
fecond  Declaration,  the  King  concluded  the 
Sitting  with  the  following  Speech ; 

**  You  h?Lve  now,  Gentlemen,  heard  the 
refult  of  my  intentions  and  my  views.  They 
are  confonant  with  the  lively  defire  I  feel  of^ 
reftoring  public  profperity ;  and  if  by  fome 
fatality,  unt^pught  of  by  me,  you  Should 
defert  me  in  fo  glorious  an  undertaking^ 
alone  I  will  labour  for  my  People's  good — f 
alone  will  confider  myfelf  as  their  real  Re* 
priefentative ; — and  as  I  know  (he  inftruc-? 
tions  you  have  received — as  I  know  the  per-? 
jEe6t  concord  exifting  between  the  moft  ge-? 
-  neral  wiflx  of  the  Nation  and  my  own 
well-inclined  intent iqns,  I  fhall  fed  all  the 
confidence  that  muft  flow  from  fo  uncom- 
mon a  harmony,  and  proceed  towards  the 
pbjeft  I  am  anxious  to  attain,  with  the 
pQurage  and  firnmefs  it  p^uift  infpire. 

H  Refled,  Gentlemen,  that  none  of  your 

PJans, 
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Plans,  none  of  your  Refolutions,  can  ac- 
qmrt  the  force  of  kw  without  my  fpccial 
ccmciirrerice.  Thus  am  I  the  natural  fup- 
porter  of  your  refpeAive  rights,  and  all  the 
Orders  of  the  State  imy  rely  upon  my  in- 
violable impartiality.  Any  diftruft  on^your 
part  would  be  great  injuftice.  I  have  my- 
fclf  hitherto  done  every  thing  for  the  bap- 
pinefs  of  my  People  ;  and  it  is  perhaps  rare, 
that  the  only  ambition  of  a  Sovereign 
fiiould  be  to  prevail  upon  his  fubjedts  to 
agree  at  kft,  and  accept  his  favours. 

'*  I  command  you,  Gentlernen,  now  to  . 
feparate,  and  to  repair  to-morrow  morning 
each  to  the  chamber  appropriated  to  his  Or- 
der, there  to  refume  your  Sittings.  I  com^ 
mand  the  Grand  Mailer  of  the  Ceremonies 
to  fee  the  Halls  prepared  accordingly.** 

When  he  had  concluded  this  Speech,  jhe 
King  defcended  from  the  Throne,  and  lefjt 
the  Hall,  followed  by  the  retiiiuc  which  had 
attended  him  thither.  The  populace  that 
crowded  the  Courts  of  the  Pakce,  reftrain*. 
ed  no  doubt  by  the  emiffaries  of  the  Af- 
fembly,  kept,  for  the  firft  time,  the  moft 
profound  filence  as  his  Majefty  paffed;  and 
K  4  the 
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the  moment'  when  he  had  (hown  himfelf 
more  worthy  than  ever  of  the  love  of  his 
fubjedts,  and  of  the  acclamations  by  which 
it  was  uflially  exprefled,  was   that  chofcri 
by    the    Factious    to    rob    him    of    this 
homage- 
After  the  King  had  left  the  Hall,  almoft 
^all  the  Bifliops,  fome  Piiefts,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  Nobility,  retired,  in  obedience 
to  the  command  with  which  the  King  con-r 
eluded  his  Speech.     The  reft  of  the  Depu? 
ties  remained  in  their  places,  at  a  lofs  what' 
part  to  take  :  they  looked  at  one  another,  as 
if  waiting  for  a  leading  opinion  to  put  an 
end  to  this  ftate  of  irrefolution.     The  im^? 
preflion  which  the  ^fecond  Declaration  and 
the  King^s  Speech  had  made  on  feveral  of 
them,  yv^s  upon  the  point  of  carrying  it ; 
a  movement  almoft  general  throughout  thq 
Hall  intimated  an  intention  to  obey,    and 
to  accept    the    means   of   conciliation  an- 
nounced by  his   Majefty ;  but  MirabeaUt 
Juftly  fearing  that  a  condud  fo  prudent,  and 
fo  proper  in  all  refpeds,  would  leave  him  on-, 
ly  a  part  to  play  With  which  his  ambitious 
and  turbulent  fpirit  could  not  be  fatisfied» 
unhappily  in  an  inftant  changed  the  difpofi- 
'  .  tion 
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tion  of  the  Affembly  by  the  following 
Speech;  ^*  QpRtleinen,  I  confcfs  that 
)vhat  you  have  juft  heard  might  be  few 
the  welfare  of  the  eouptry,  if  the  gifts  of 
PefpQtifn>,  were  npt  always  dangerous^ 
Why  thi?  dictatorial  language,  this  train  of 
arms,  this  violation  of  the  National  Tern* 
pie,  to  command  you  to  be  happy  ?  Who 
gives  you  the  command?  Your  Viceger«it. 
Who  makes  imperious  laws  fdr  you  ?  Your 
Vicegerent :  he  who  (hould  receive  them  from 
you  I  from  u?,  Gentlemen,  who  are  invefted 
with  a  politjpal  ^4  ij^yiolable  fupreniacy  5 
from  us,  to  whom  alone  twenty-five  milt 
lions  pf  men  ar^  looking  for  certain  happi- 
nefs,  as  it  m\\i^  be  granted,  given,  and  rc- 
feived  by  all^  But  the  freedom  of  your  de« 
bates  \i  fettered ;  a  ipjlit^ry  force  encircles 
the  States,  Where  aye  the  enemies  of  th? 
Nation  ?  Is  Catiline  at  our  gates  ?  J  infill: 
thitt,  arming  yourfelyes  with  your  dignity 
and  your  legiflative  authority,  you  recolledt 
thq  r^ligipug  force  of  ypur  oa^h ;  an  oath  thaf: 
does  not  fuflfer  you  to  feparate  until  yoi| 
have  eftabliihed  the  Conftitution/* 

This  harangue,  or  rather  this  abfurd  and 
(^ditious  ftourifli,  delivered  with  the  vfio^ 

emphatic 
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emphatic  vehemence,  ittiflcd  the  Deputies. 
They  became  warm  and  irjitated,  as  if  the 
Ring,  who  had  only  adjourned  the  Sittings 
tiil  the  next  morning  in  order  to  give  the 
work^nen  time  to  put  the  Hall  into  a  pro* 
per  ftate,  had  really  diflblved  the  Affembly^ 
But  it  was  the  height  of  effrontery  ami  ab- 
futdity  to  call  on  the  Tennis^Court  Oath  to 
landiion  difobedience  and  revolt,  as-  a  reli- 
gious duty,  as  if  that  Oath  had  notjoft  been 
pronounced  null,  and  as  if  it  had  bound  the 
Affembly  to  the  ridiculous  obligation  of 
finifhing  th?  Conftitution  at  ^  fingte 
Sittings 

The  Marquis  de  Breze,  on  finding  that  it 
was  made  a  queftion  whether  the  orders,  with 
the  execution  of  which  he  was  chained, 
fhould  be  obeyed  or  not,  advanced  into  the 
middle  of  the  Hall,  and  faid  a  few  words 
which  were  not  heardt  **  Louder!'^ 
**  louder!*'  was  cried  on  every  fide.  He 
then  faid,  in  a  more  confident  tone,  **  Gen-i 
tlemen,  you  have  heard  the  King^s  inten- 
tions/' 

'•  Yes,  Sir,*'  replied  Miraheam,  *'  we  hav? 
heard  the  intentions  which  have  been  fuggeft- 
ed  to  the  King ;  and  you>  who  cannot  be  his 

organ 
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prgaft  m  the  Statca-G^neral'^ou,  who  have 
hem  ndtkef  feat  nor  voice,  nor  right  to 
ffc^ky  have  do  bafinefs  to  put  us  in  mind 
of  his  Speech.  However,  to  xvoid  all  acci- 
biguity  and  procraftination,  I  dedaic,  that 
if  you  h$ve  been  commiffioneed  to  tarn  us 
out  of  this  place,  you  muft  go  get  orders  ta 
icmploy  force ;  for  we  will  not  quit  our  i^ 
fcatfi?  unleft  compelled  ^t  the  point  of  the 
bayonet/- 

A  great  number  of  the  Deputies  cried  out. 
together,    *?  Yes  I  yes !   nothing  but  force  ^ 
can  drive  us  hcncp ;  the  A^cnd)ly  are  deter^F' 
inined/^ 

M^  BaUly  obferving  that  the  ^{arqiiis  de 
J^reze  was  not  fatisfied  with  this  anfwer^ 
and  fuppof|og,  no  doubt,  that  he  only 
waited  to  be  informed  of  the  intentions  of 
the  Aflembly  in  a  more  regular  manner, 
thus  addreffed  him  in  his  official  capacity  of 
Frefident : — ^*  The  Affembly  refolved  yeftcr^* 
day  that  they  would  continue  to  fit  after  the  ^ 
Royal  Sitting:  I  can  make  no  change  in  that 
Refolution ;  it  muft  be  difcufled  by  the  Af- 
fembly/^ 

It  was  not  true  that  th*  Tiers  Etat  had 
entered  into  fijch  a  Refolution  the  day  ber- 

fore* 
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fore.  Mirabeau  would  not  have  failed  to  ad» 
duce  it,  had  it  been  fo^  Thus  a  very  grofs 
falfchood  was  all  the  pretence  made  by  the  Af- 
caibly  for  difobeying  the  orders  of  the  King. 

^*  Am  I,  Sir,'*  faid  the  Marquis  de  Brezi^ 
«f  to  carry  this  anfwer  to  the  King  ?**  **  Yes^ 
Sir^"  replied  the  Prefident. 

The  Marquis  dt  Brezi  being  gone,  the 
Affen^bly  had  no  bufinefs  more  preffing,  than 
(o  confirm  all  the  Refolutions  it  had  taken 
previous  to  that  day,  and  efpecially  the  one 
adopted  at  the  Tcnhis-Court,  in  fpite  of 
the  Declaration  by  which  it  had  juft  been 
pronounced  null.  Camus ^  one  of  the  Depur 
ties,  maintained,  that  the  King's  order  could 
be  considered  only  as  a  mere  aifl  of  the 
Councirs,  and  confequently  that  no  fcruplc 
fliould  be  made  in  djfobeying  it* 

Miraheau,  who  had  been  the  firft  to  ex-. 
cite  the  A^embly  to  rebel  againft  the  King^, 
fearing  he  (hould  likewife  be  the  firft 
brought  to  account,  now  exclaimed,  witk 
infinitely  more  hypocrify  and  fear  than 
with  real  enthufiafm— **  Bleficd  be  Liberty 
for  ripening  fuch  noble  fruit  in  the  National 
Aflembly  !-*-Let  us  enfure  our  work  by  de- 
claring the  perfonS  of  the  Deputies  to  the 

States* 
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States*GeneraI  inviolable.  This  is  no  mani 
feftation  of  fear  ;  it  is  to  adt  with  prudence  j 
it  is  to  bridle  the  violent  counfels  that  be*- 
fiegc  the  Throne/*  This  propofition  was 
received  with  ecftacy ,  and  the  difcuffion  it 
produced  was  foon  crowned  with  the  follow* 
ing  Refolution : 


4i 


Confidering  the  iiece{!tty  6f'  fecuring 
the  freedom  of  fpeech,  and  the  fight  of  each 
Deputy  to  the  States-General  to  inquire  in-^ 
to,  cenfure,  and  denounce,  every  kind  of 
abufe  and  impediment  to  public  happinefs 
tuid  to  liberty,  the  National  Affembly  re-> 
SOLVE,  That  the  perfon  of  each  Deputy  is 
inviolable;  and  that  every  perfon,  whether 
public  or  private,  every  corporation,  court, 
or  commiffion  whatfoever,  that  (hall,  dur- 
ing or  after  the  prefcnt  Seffion,  reproach, 
call  to  account,  or  caufe  to  be  called  to  ac- 
count, ill-treat,  or  caufe  to  be  ill-treated, 
arreft,  or  caufe  to  be  arretted,  detain,  or 
caufe  to  be  detained,  the  perfon  or  perfons  of 
one  or  more  Deputies,  for  any  propofition, 
advice,  opinion,  or  fpeech,  advanced,  given, 
or  made  by  him  or  them,  in  or  to  the  States* 
General,  or  in  any  of  their  official  AfTem- 
blics  or  Committees,  fhall  be  deemed  infa- 
mous, 


mous»  and  traitors  Co  their  couatiy:  And 
alfo^  that  on  all  fuch  occaiions,  the  National 
Aflembly  Ihall  ufe  all  neceflary  means  to 
caufc  thofc  who  Ihall  be  the  authors,  inftiga^ 
tors,  and  exciters  of  them^  to  be  brought  to 
account/^ 

This  Refolution  pafled  by  a  majority  of 
443  againft  34.  It  inftantly  difpelled  all 
anxieties,  ail  fears,  and  infpired  even  the  njoft 
timid  with  boldnefs.  The  cffe<a:  it  produced 
appears  in  the  Speech  made  at  the  end  of' 
this  Sitting  by  the  famous  Abb6  Sieyes,  as 
well  known  for  his  cowardice  as  for  the  ob- 
fcure  depth  of  his  political  notions.  The 
following  are  the  mofl:  intelligible  expref- 
fions  of  that  Speech,  fuch  as  they  were  col- 
leded  by  one  of  his  hearers : 

'•However  ftoraiy,  Gentlemen,  thecir- 
cumftanccs  in  which  we  arc  appear,  we  have 
ftill  the  light  of  Truth  and  Principles  to 
guide  us.  Let  us  only  dare  to  confult  thefe, 
and  we  (hall  fee  embarraffments,  difficulties, 
uncertainty,  and  even  fear,  if  any  exifted 
in  the  National  Aflembly,  flyidg  at  once  be- 
fore them.  Let  us  inquire  what  powers  we 
cxercife — what  miffion  this  is  x»  which  we 
1  are 
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arc  di^atched  from  all  parts  of  France,  and 
brought  together  within  thefe  walls.  Arc 
we  but  the  Officers,  the  Agents  of  the 
King  ?  His  voice  has  been  heard ;  there  can 
he  no  more  doubt,  and  we  muft  obey.  Are 
Wip,  on  the  contrary,  the  Envoys  of  the 
.  People?  Let  us  then  difcharge  our  miffion* 
How  awful,  how  auguft,  the  deputation  of 
twenty.fix  millions  of  men  united  for  Li- 
berty !  Is  there  a  fingle  man  amongft  us 
who  could  be  willing  to  refign  the  high 
truft  vefted  in  him,  and  dare  to  return  to 
his  conftituents  with  language  of  this  kind— 
Yqu  have  placed  the  de/liny  of  France  in 
hands  top  feeble  ;  I  ha/ve  been  afr<dd—fend 
fame  man  in  myjlead^  more  worthy  of  ap-^ 
pearing  your  Reprefentative  ?  Qentlemen, 
we  have  fworn,  and  our  oath  fhall  nat  be 
in  vain,  we  have  fworn  to  reftore  the  French 
People  to  their  rights.  The  authority  which 
h^s  appointed  us  to  this  great  undertakingt 
upon  which  alone  we  depend,  and  which  i$ 
very  able  to  prote<Sl  us,  is  certainly  very  far 
yet  from  calling  to  us,  It  is  enough-^Jiop 
here.  On  the  contrary,  it  accufcs  our  tar* 
dinefs,  haftens  us,  demands  a  Conftitu- 
tipn  i  and  who  can  form  it  without  us  ?— • 
who  caofqrm  it  but  ourfelves  ?    Is  there  a 

power 


jpower  upon  eirth  that  cto  fnatcH  from  yoii 
the  right  of  rcprcfetitingydur  cofiftifucnts— 
that  can  prevent  dur  deliberaf  ing'  upon  th6 
intercfts  entrufle'd  to  us  ?  Do  foii  hot,  Gen^ 
tlcmen^  feel  that  you  Ure  to-ddy  dll  that 
you  taere  yejterday  ?  Yes  !  ^fre  ><^iil  c6ntiriu6 
our  labours— wc  will  piirfuc  oiir  fuhlime 
iniffion^  difdaifting  the  forry  aulic  ceremo- 
nials that  Would  in  vain  have  tainted  thi 
National  Sand:tiary :  ih  Vaifi,  for  the  virtues 
of  Liberty  arc  wtll  able  tol  purify  thfc  poU 
lutibns  of  Defpotifm/* 

He  concluded  by  movirig  *•  that  all  the 

Sittiftgs  df  the  National  Affembly  fhould  hk 

^    public,  and  that  ho  authority  could  tender 

them  fetret."    This  was  refolvfcd  with  lt)ud 

applaufei 

There  could  not  have  hecri  a  niore  favduf-^ 
able  opportunity  for  dilTolving  this  infoknt 
and  rebellious  Affembly,  and  for  re-eftablifliJ^ 
ing  the  Royal  authority  j  which  could  not 
but  be  entirely  overthrown  if  fo  folemii  aii 
aft  of  difobedienCe  Were  left  uinptiniftiedi 
The  King,  encouraged  by  the  ^thufiafrh 
which  the  fan<Stion  he  had  juft  given  to 
the  petitions  contained  in  the  majority  of 
the  Inftru(5lions   could   not    fail  to  excite 

in 
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in  the  provinces,  might  without  fear  have 
ufed  violence,  if  not  againft  the  whole  Af- 
fembly,  at  leaft  againft  thofe  of  it  who,  not 
fatisfied  with  remaining  aflembled  contrary 
to  his  Majefty's  exprefs  orders,  rejcdled  his 
favours  with  the  moft  difgufting  arrogance. 
The  Sittings  held  at  the  Tennis-Court,  and 
at  the  cliurch  of  St.  Louis,  but  too  furely 
prognofticated  that  fuch  would  be  the  con- 
dud:  of  the   majority   of  the  Tiers-Etdt. 
The  Council   fhould  have  forefeen  it,  and 
fliould  have  been  prepared  for  the   part  it 
would  be  neceflary  to  take :  for  there  was 
but  one.  When  the  account  was  given  by  the 
Grand  Mafter  of  the  Ceremonies,  of  a  part 
of  the  Affembly  refufing  to  obey  the  orders 
of  the  King,  and  of  the  Refolutions  adopt- 
ed upon  the  motions  of  Mirabeauy  Camus\ 
and   others,  a    meffage   fliould   have    been 
fent  ta  all  the  members  of  the  two  firft  Ot^ 
ders,  who  could  have  been  found,  to  repair 
immediately  to  their  refpedtive  Chambers  j 
and  at  the  fame  time   his  Majefty  fliould 
liave  returned  to  the  Hall  of  the  States  with 
his  Minifters,  and  have  addrefled  the  De*. 
ptities    remaining   theft  nearly  in  the  fofc- 
lowing  terms  2 

Vol.  L  L  •*  Gen- 
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**  Gentlemen, 
**  The  anfwer  which  my  Grand  Matter  of 
the  Ceremonies  has  tranfmitted  to  me  from 
you,  and  the  feditious  Refolutions  which  you 
have  juft  adopted,  contrary  to  the  exprefs 
orders  I  gave  you  to  fcparate,  allow  me  no 
longer  to  confider  you  as  the  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  a  Nation  whofe  love,  refped,  and 
fidelity  for  its  Kings  have  never  failed.  I 
can  fee  in  you  only  rebellious  fubjedts,  trai- 
tors to  their  conftituents  and  to  their  coun- 
try ;  or  madmen,  totally  loft  in  a  deplorable 
frenzy.  You  have  therefore  fhown  your- 
felves  unworthy  ox  incapable  of  co-optnting 
rwith  me  for  the  good  of  the  State ;  and  al- 
though my  feelings  lead  me  to  confider  you 
in  the  latter  view,  that  you  may  be  treated 
with  lefs  feverity,  yet  muft  I  not  fufFer  you 
any  longer  to  impede  the  accomplifhment  of 
my  intentions  for  the  comfort  of  my  peo- 
ple. My  Keeper  of  the  Seals  will  inform 
you  of  my  will." 

At  this  time  the  members  of  the  two  firft 
Orders,  having  been  fummoned,  would  have 
entered  the  Hall ;  and  as  foon  as  they  had 
taken  their  fcats>  r  Declaration  Ihould  have 

been 
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been  read,  by  which  the  King  fhould  have 
pronounced  the  feparation  of  the  States-Ge- 
neral, and  convoked  a  new  AfTembly.  This 
Declaration,  which  might  have  been  drawn 
up  in '  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  fhould  have 
contained  the  following  arrangements  : 

**  Wheras  the  fpirit  of  fedition  and  of 
revolt  which  has  been  ipanifefted  in  the  Af- 
fembly  of  the  States-General  from  its  open- 
ing, and  particularly  in  the  Refolutions  of 
this  day,  adopted  at  a  Sitting  held  contrary 
to  the  orders  of  the  King  after  the  RoyaL 
Sitting,  cannot  but  effcntially  endanger  the 
fafety  of  the  State,  his  Majefty  has  ordain- 
ed, and  doth  ordain  as  follows.: 

"  Art.  I.  The  King  difmiffes,  diflblves, 
and  feparates  the  prefent  Aflembly  of  the 
States-General,  and  orders  that  a  new  one 
be  convoked,  according  to  the  forms  hereto* 
fore  ufed  for  the  convocation  of  the  faid 
Affemblies,  and  conformably  to  the  inftruc- 
tions  to  be  fent  by  his  Majefty  to  all  the 
Bailiwicks  of  his  kingdom. 
•  '^  Art.  II.  The  enfuing  Aflembly  of  the 
States-Genera^l  fhall  open  at  latefl  on  the  ift 
of  0<5lober  next,  in  fuch  place  as  his  Ma- 
jefty fliall  appoint  in  the  Inftrudlions. 

L  2  **  Art* 
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**  Art.  III.  The  members  of  the  pre- 
fent  Aflembly  who  remained  fitting  at  the 
end  of  the  Royal  Sitting,  and  who  voted 
for  the  feditious  Refolutions  then  adopted, 
are  declared  ineligible  for  the  enfuing  Af- 
fembly,  and  for  all  thofe  that  may  be  ccm*- 
vened  in  future:  for  which  purpofe  his 
Majefty  orders,  that  a  lift  of  the  faid  Depu- 
ties fhall  be  publifhed,  with  as  little  delay 
as  poflible,  and  fent  to  all  the  Bailiwicks, 
to  be  hung  up  in  the  Hall  appropriated  to 
the  eleftions. 

'*  Art.  IV.  The  King  declares  the  faid 
Refolutions  null  and  void,  and  orders  all  the 
Deputies,  of  whatever  Order,  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  article,  to  depart  from  Ver- 
failles  in  twenty-four  hours  at  lateft,  and  to 
repair  to  their  refpe<5tive  Bailiwicks  with- 
out pafling  thtough  Paris.  He  expreflly  for- 
bids them  to  aflemble  in  any  number,  or  at 
any  place  whatfoever ;  and  all  under  pain  of 
being  taken  up  and  tried  for  rebellion.  He 
further  orders,  and  under  the  fame  penalty, 
that  thofe  Deputies,  upon  whofe  motions 
the  faidx  Refolutions  were  adopted,  do  quit 
the  kingdom  within  .eight  days,  forbidding 
them  to  re-enter  it  until  further  orders.  His 
Majefty  enjoins  all  Military  Cornmandants, 

Muni- 
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Municipal  Officers,  and  Officers  of  Police, 
as  well  as  the  Commanders  of  the  Mare- 
chauffee  and  their  Lieutenants,  to  at- 
tend to  the  execution  of  the  prefent  Decla- 
ration/* 

The  troops  which  were  then  at  VerfaiJles, 
or  in  the  neighbourhood,  would  have  fur-  . 
nifhed  force  fufficient  to  fecure  the  execu- 
tion of  thefe  orders,  and  to  prevent  commo- 
tions among  the  People,  whofe  indignation, 
befides,  it  would  have  been  very  eafy  to  have 
turned  againft  the  feditious  Deputies,  by  a 
letter  from  the  King  to  all  the  Bailiwicks,  to 
inform  them  of  the  circumftances  and  mo- 
tives of  the  difTolution  of  the  States-General. 
But,  unfortunately,  the  difobedience  of  the 
TierS'Etat  had  not  been  forefeen;  and  when 
the  Marquis  de  Breze  g^ve  the  King  an  ac- 
count of  the  anfwer  with  which  he  was 
charged,  and  of  what  was  going  on  at  the 
Affembly,  his  Majefty,  unwilling  that  the 
day  in  which  he  had  given  his  fubjedis  fuch 
aflfedling  proofs  of  his  love  fhould  be  marked 
by  any  adt  of  feverity,  chofe  rather  to  treat 
the  condudt  of  the  Tiers- Etat  with  feorn, 
than  to  punilh  if  by  a  diflblution  of  the  States- 
General  ;    and   the  Minifters  thought,    no 

L  3  doubt. 
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doubt,  that  they  were  bound  to  refpedt  that 
opinion. 

The  Affembly  rofc  of  their  own  accord 
at  three  o^clock  in  the  afternoon,  after  pafT- 
ing  a  Refolution,  that  a  Minute  of  its  tranfac- 
tions  Ihould  be  printed  that  day,  in  which 
they  were  difhoneft  enough  to  report  only 
the  firft  Declaration,  without  taking  any  no« 
tice  of  the  fecond. 

The  people  who  crowded  all  the  avenues 
to  the  Hall  to  a  great  diftance,  remafned 
quiet  while  the  Sitting  lafted ;  but  when  the 
Deputies  came  out,  the  expreflions  of  fome 
of  them  palling  from  mouth  to  mouth  pro- 
duced fuch  a  ferment,  that  an  ihfurrcdtion 
againft  the  Palace  was  apprehended.  The 
mob  moved  to  the  Terrace,  preffing  into 
the  Courts,  and  even  into  the  Palace  itfelf, 
every  where  venting  rage  and  imprecations 
at  the  report  which  had  been  fpread,  that 
Mr.  Necker  was,  or  was  going  to  be,  dif- 
ihiffed*. 

In  the  evening  the  Archbiftiop  of  Paris, 
paffing;  in  his  carriage  by  the  church  of  Stl 
Louis,  was  pelted  with  ftones  by  a  large 

*  Mr.  Nechr's  conduft  on  this  day  has  been  rdated 
in  the  Firft  Volume  of  my  Private  Menioirs,  page  166. 

groupe, 
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group,  and  had  but  juft  time  to  throw  him- 
felf  out  of  his  coach  into  the  church,  the 
doors  of  which  were  immediately  fliut. 
His  retreat  was  favoured  by  the  French 
Guards,  merely  by  their  interfering,  with- 
out either  ftriking  or  arrefting  any  of  thofe 
ruffians  ^  one  of  whom  faid,  **  We  know 
that  my  Lord  the.  Archbifhop^s  perfon  is  fa- 
cred  and  we  have  no  obje(Stion  to  his  perfon, 
only  to  his  head/*  The  motive  or  pretence 
given  for  this  outrage  was  the  abfurd  fuf- 
picion  that  it  was  the  Archbilhop  whe  Had 
fuggefted  the  idea  of  the  Royal  Sitting — z 
fufpicion  founded  folely  uponthis  prelate*s 
jaffiduity  in  paying  his  court  to  the  King. 


L  4  CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  V. 


The  Minority  of  the  Clergy  go- over  to  tJu 
Tiers-'Etat — The  Archbijhop  of  Paris 
corripellcd  by  frejh  Outrages  to  promife 
tk(it  he  would  join  the  AJfembly  next 
Morning — An  Anecdote  which  proves 
that  Mr.  Necker  was  no  Stranger  to  the 
Commotions — The  Minority  of  the  Nobi^ 
lity,  with  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  go  over 
to  the  TierS'Etat — Deputation  from  the 
EleEtors  of  Paris  and  from  the  Patriots 
of  the  Caffe  de  Foi  to  the  Tiers-Etat--^ 
Arrival  of  the  Archbijhop  of  Parisy  and 
of  the  Bijhops  of  Autun  and  Orange  at 
the  AJfembly — Refolution,  and  Deputa^ 

'  tion  of  the  Order  of  the  Nobility — Let^ 
ters  from  his  Majejly  to  the  Prefidents 
of  the  two  frji  Orders — A  Letter  from 

the 


iAe  Count  d^Artois  —  M.  de  CazaUs's 
Opinion — The  Majority  of  the  Nobility 
go  over  to  the  Tiers^Etat. 

On  the  24th  of  June  the  Orders  of  the 
Clergy  and  Nobility  aflcmbled  each  in  its 
Chamber,  in  obedience  to  the  command  of 
the  King,  while  the  Deputies  of  the  Tiers-^ 
Etat  refumed  their  Sitting  in  the  Hall  of  the 
States. 

Violent  debates  arofe  in  the  Chamber  of 
the  Ckrgy  upon  the  queftion,  whether  the 
King's  command  was  to  be  obeyed ;  or 
whether  the  members  fliould  join  the  Tiers^ 
Etat. 

At  length,  after  a  difcuffion  of  two  hours, 
the  Prcfidcnt  coUcdled  the  votes.  The  Af- 
fcmbly  was  compofed  of  294  members— ;• 
for  the  jundiion  there  appeared  142,  and 
againfl  it  143.  The  remaining  nine  broach- 
ed a  third  opinion,  and  obftinately  pcrfifted 
in  it,  notwithftanding  it  was  reprefented  to 
them,  that,  if  they  did  not  join  one  of  the 
other  two  fides,  their  votes  could  be  of  no 
avail,  and  would  not^  counted.  The  opi- 
nion, therefore,  for  conforming  to  the  King's 
<x)mmandi  and  proceeding  to  deliberate  by 
Ordars,  had  the  majority.  It  was  in  a  man- 
ner 
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ner  doubly  confirmed,  by  the  votes  having 
been  taken  by  the  two  provifional  Secretaries, 
JDillon  the  clergyman  of  Pouzauges,  and 
Thibaut  the  clergyman  of  Soupes,  both  well 
known  for  their  Revolutionary  fentimcnts. 
The  queftion  being  thus  fettled  according  to 
the  opinion  of  the  majority,  the  Prefideht 
{Cardinal  de  la  Rochefoucault)  pronounced 
the  Refolution,  and  broke  up  the   Sitting, 
in   fpite  of  the  loud  remonftrances  of  the 
•  minority,  who  maintained  that  the  queftion 
was  not  decided,  and  pfifted  on  the  votes 
being  told  again.     The  granting  of  this  de- 
mand would  have  been  out  of  all  rule,  un- 
lefs  all  the  members   in  the   majority  had 
confented  to  it  without  exception ;  but  far 
from   appearing   inclined   to   do   fo,    they 
rofe  from  their  places  and  left  the  Hall.  As 
they  went  out,  one  of  the  minority,  {Coul^ 
mieVj  the  Abbe  of  Abbecour,)  and  one  of 
the  Ufhers  of  the  Chamber  of  the  Clergy, 
nzmtd  Otidelot^  (landing  at  the  window  over 
the  door,  pointed  out  to  the  People,  with 
their    fingers,    thofe    who  had  given  the 
flrongefl:  oppofition  to  the  jundtion  with  the 
Turs-Etat.      This  gefture,    more  or  left 
marked,  was  at  once  the  fignal  and  the  r^- 
gulator  of  the  outrages  ojffered  them.  Thofe 

who 
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who  had  voted  for  the  jundion  remained  in 
the  Hall,  keeping  with  them  the  nine 
members  whofe  votes  had  not  been  counted. 
One  of  the  chief  members  of  the  mi- 
nority (the  Archbifhop  of  Bourdeaux^  then 
pjfetended  that  the  Affembly  was  not  regu^ 
larly  broken  up,  as  the  majority  of  its  mem* 
bers  were  ftill  fitting ;  that  that  majority  had 
an  indifputable  right  to  continue  the  deli* 
beration,  which  could  not  be  confidered  as 
terminated,  becaufe  the  refufal  of  taking  the 
votes  again  had  deprived  the  nine  Deputies 
whofe  votes  had  not  been  Counted  of  the 
power  of  joining  either  fide.  As  this  rea- 
foning,  which  was  more  fpecious  than  fo- 
Jid,  was  not  refuted  by  any  of  the  prelates 
who  were  prefent,  it  could  not  be  expelled 
from  the  inferior  clergy;  they  therefore 
all  agreed,  that  the  deliberation  might  be 
continued,  notwithftanding  the  abfence  of 
^11  the  members  whofe  opinion  was  really 
^d  very  regularly  that  of  tlie  majority.  The 
Archbifliop  of  Vienne  being  rcquefted  to 
take  the  Prcfident^s  chair,  had  the  unpar- 
donable weaknefs  to  confent,  and  to  prefide 
at  the  mock  continuation  of  a  Sitting  regu- 
larly adjourned.  The  queftion  upon  obey- 
ing the  King's  command  was  refumcd,  and 

the 
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the  nine  members,  whofe  votes  had  not 
been  given,  and  could  not  then  be  legally 
taken,  inauced  by  the  moft  infidious  argu^r 
inents,  and  particularly  by  the  dread  of  the 
menaces  and  violence  of  the  mob,  adopted 
the  opinion  of  the  minority ;  which,  being 
haftily  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  a  Refolu- 
tion,  was  figned  by  all  prefcnt,  and  became 
their  title  of  admiffion  into  the  Hall  where 
the  Deputies  of  the  Tiers-Etat  held  their 
Sittings,  and  where  they  appeared,  having 
at  their  head  the  Archbifhops  of  Vunne  and 
Bourdeaux,  and  carrying  with  them  the 
Journals  of  their  Chamber,  either  for  the 
purpofe  of  proving  that  they  really  formed 
the  majority,  or  of  preventing  an  entry  be- 
ing made  in  them,  the  next  day,  of  the  le. 
gal  Rcfolution,  fhowingthat,  far  from  being 
the  majority  of  the  Deputies  of  their  Or- 
der, they  were  the  minority,  rebels  and  dc^ 
fcrters  ♦.    The  143  members  who  compofed 

the 

*  •  The  firft  care  of  the  legal  majority  m  the  Sitting 
next  day  was  to  repair  tlic  lois,  or  robbery,  of  their  Jour- 
nats  ;  to  enter  the  Rerduiion  that  had  been  adopted  be- 
fore, on  a  new  book,  and  to  teftify  the  illegality  of  the 
aas  and  condud  of  the  minority.  The  Refolution  taken 
on  that  occalion,  %\ith  the  Minutes  of  the  Sitting,  and 

alfo 
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the  real  majority  of  the  Clergy,  being  point* 
cd  out  to  the  populace  as  public  confpira- 
tors,  were  expofed  to  the  moft  (hocking 
outrages.  The  Archbifhop  of  Paris  was  af- 
faulted  with  ftill  greater  violence  than  he 
had  been  the  day  before :  the  populace 
waiting  for  him  at  the  door  of  the  Chamber 
of  the  Clergy,  befieged  his  carriage,  and 
poured  forth  menaces  of  the  moft  bloody 
natuKC;  which  they  would  have  executed, 
if  the  Ikill  of  his  coachman^  and  the  good, 
nefs  of  his  horfes,  had  not  faved  him  from 
a  (hower  of  ftones,  only  one  or  two  of 
which  ftruck  him,  and  wounded  him  flightly 
in  the  face.  In  the  evening  the  houfe  of 
the  Miffion,  where  he  lodged,  was  attacked 
by  the  people,  who  threw  ftones  and  broke 
the  windows,  calling  out  loudly  for  the  head 
of  the  prelate.  Detachments  of  the  French, 
Swifs,  and  Body  Guards  haftened  to  his  re- 
lief; but  the  multitude  were  not  appeafed 
till  a  Declaration  was  read  to  them,  in  which 
the  Archbiftiop  promifed  to  join  the  Tiers^ 
Etat  next  day. 

^Ifo  of  thofc  that  foUbwed  till  the  27th  of  June  incluCve, 
the  real  period  of  the  jun<aion  of  the  Clergy  with  the 
TierS'Etaty  have  been  preferved,  and  will  one  day  be  made 
public. 

Whik 
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While  the  houfe  of  the  Miffion  was  thus 
befet,  the  Count  de  Barban^on,  a  member 
of  the  Order  of  Nobility,  and  Commandant 
of  Noyon,  went  to  Mr.  NeckeVy  accom- 
panied by  two  Deputies  of  that  Munici- 
pality, to  folicit  an  aid  of  money,  intended 
for  the  purchafe  of  peafe  and  beans  to  fup*  '- 
ply  the  fcarcity  of  corn  experienced  by  that 
town.  Th?y  were  denied  admiflion,  under 
pretence  that  Mr.  Necker  was  fhut  up  on 
bufinefs,  and  could  fee  nobody.  But  as  the 
wants  of  Noyon  were  very  urgent,  they 
went  and  informed  the  head-clerk,  Cojler, 
of  it,  begging  him  to  obtain  them  imme- 
diate  attention.  This  clerk  faid  that  demands 
of  that  nature  muft  be  made  to  the  Minifter 
himfelf,  and  that  he  would  fend  a  perfon 
with  them  to  condu<a  them  to  Mr.  Necker. 
They  found  him  in  a  large  parlour,  with 
about  fixty  per fons,  who  were  not  lefs  dif- 
concerted  than  himfelf  at  their  entrance. 
They  there  obferved  the  moft  flaming 
E>eputies  of  the  Tiers-Etat,  certain  mem- 
bers of  the  minority  of  the  Order  of  the 
Nobility,  and  fome  gentlemen  and  la- 
dies of  the  Court,  who  compofed  the  po- 
litical and  intriguing  Coterie  of  the  Great 
Man.     The  Mbifler  advanced  haftily,  and 

with  . 
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with  an  air  extremely  cmbarraffed^  toWalrds 
the  Deputies   of  Nbyon,  and  afkcd   them 
what  the  objedt  of  their  vifit  was.     M.  dc 
JBarbanfon   told    him,    and    preffcd    him 
warmly  to  grant  Noyon  an  aid  of  6000  li- 
vres.     **  I  will  give  an  order  for  it  imme- 
diately/'  replied  he:  **   do  you  want  any 
thing  elfe?"   M.  de  Barban^on  requefled 
that  the  fum  might  be  in  gold,  that  the  De- 
puties, who  were  going  to  fet  out  with  it, 
might  carry  it  with  more  cafe ;  upon  which 
the  order  for  its  being  paid  in  gold  was  given 
to  the  clerk  who  accompanied  them.     At 
that  inftant  a  young  man  entered  the  room, 
his  hair  dilhevelled,  and  his  bofom  all  open, 
crying  like  a  madman,  **  Bravo!  bravo i 
bravo! — w<i  have  juft  made  the   Archbi- 
Ihop  of  Paris  promife  to  join  the  Order  of 
the  TierS'Etat  to-morrow."     The  prefence 
of  the  Deputies  of  Noyon  at   the  familiar 
entry  of  this  emiflary  from  the  populace, 
increafed  Mr.  Necker^s  embarraffment  to  an 
extreme  degree.     This  circumftance,  how- 
ever, is  not  fufficicnt  to  prove,  what  was  be- 
lieved at  the  time,  that  he  was  the  fecret  in- 
ftigator  of  the  outrages  committed  upon  the 
Archbiftiop ;    yet   this  popular  Committee 
aiTembled  at  his  houfe,  and  the  eafy  and 

fudden 
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fuddtn  introdiuftidn  of  the  Deputy  from  thfc 
mob»  at  a  moment  when  his  door  wai  opeft 
only  to  his  intimates,  make  it  no  ra(h  con- 
jeiiure,  that,  if  he  did  not  advife  or  apr- 
prove  the  outrages  in  qucftion,  no.  doubt 
was  entertained  by  the  perpetrators,  but  thai 
the  refult  of  them  would  be  highly  agrees 
able  to  him;  and  M.  de  Barban^on,  z,it€t , 
having  been  a  witnefs  to  the  pleafure  which 
the  news  fpread  among  the  perfons  whd 
were  then  with  the  Minifter,  called  on  the 
Baron  de  Juigne\  brother  of  the  Archbifhop 
of  Paris,  and  offered  to  make  a  formal  de- 
claration of  it. 

The  Aflembly  of  the  Order  of  the  Nobi- 
lity  was  much  lefs  tumultuous  than  that  of 
the  Clergy  had  been.  The  debates  upon  the 
Declarations  of  the  King  were  carried  on 
peaceably,  yet  without  coming  to  any  de- 
termination. The  Chamber  remained  divided 
into  two  parties,  the  more  numerous  of 
which,  being  that  which  was  for  maintain- 
ing the  deliberation  by  feparate  Orders  even 
on  the  verification  of  the  powers,  experf- 
enced  nolofs;  and  in  this  Sitting  none  of 
the  members  of  the  oppofite  party  left  the 
Order. 

In  the  Chamber  of  the  Tiers-Etat  no 
2  more 
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more  mention  was  made  of  the  Royal  Sit- 
ting than  if  it  had  never  taken  place ;  all 
was^  no  doubt,  judged  to  be  over,  in  re- 
gard to  that,  from  the  Refolutions   which 
had  been  adopted  the  day  before,  and  which, 
from  the  inadtion  and   filence  of  the  Coun- 
cil, might  be  confidered  as  tacitly  acquiefced 
in.     The  AfTembly  were  murmuring  loudly 
at  the  military  train  with  which  the  Hall 
was  furrounded ;  but   the  violent   declama- 
tions in  which  they  indulged  on  that  occa- 
fion  were  fufpended  by  the  reading  of  a  let- 
ter which   M.  Bailly  received   from    Mr* 
Necker.     The  addrefs  and  ftyle  of  it  were 
fo  profoundly,  fo  humbly  refpedtful,  that 
feveral  members  of  the  AfTembly  could  not 
refrain  from  flirugging  their  (hould,ers  in  in- 
dignation  or   pity  :    fo  true  it  is^  that  the 
homage   which  degrades   him   who  gives, 
can  never  honour  him  who  receives  it.    But 
Mr.   Necker^   whom   the    Tiers-Etat   had 
been  flattering  beyond  all  mcafure  for  four- 
and-twenty  hours,  no  doubt  thought  himfelf 
bound  alfo  to  flatter  them  in  his  turn,  and 
the  following  letter  difcharged  this  debt : 

**  Mr.  Prefident,  I  received  on  the  part  gf 
the  Order  in  which  you  prefide  fuck  affcSl^ 
ing  marks  of  kindnefs  and  e/kem,  that  I 

Vol.  I.  M  beg 


ifS  ANNALS    OF    THfi  [June  i7«9. 

beg  of  you  without  delay  to  have  the  good- 
hcfs  to  become,  on  this  occafion,.  the  inter-* 
preter  of  my  profound  gratitude.  To  me* 
fit  the  fentiments  with  which  your  Ordci* 
has  the  goodnefs  to  honour  me,  I  muft  re- 
double my  zeal  for  the  Public,  and  my  de- 
votion for  the  King.  How  delightful  will  it  hd 
to  difcharge  this  obligation !  Happy  fhould  I 
be  if  my  ability  were  equal  to  my  intentions  I 
I  could  wifti  that  the  purity  of  my  heart, 
and  the  integrity  of  my  views,  might  be  my* 
fitle  to  the  confidence  of  which  I  yeftcrday 
received  the  moft  pleafing  demonftrations,  and 
which!  would  only  make  ufe  of  to  promote 
with  all  my  power  the  re-eftablifliment  of  a 
concord,  which  becomes  daily  more  ne- 
Ceflary  and  more  urgent,  and  which  would 
reftorc  to  the  King  his  tranquillity,  and 
to  the  Kingdom  all  its  energy*  I  have  the 
Jronour  to  be,  with  the  moft  refpedlful  at<* 
tachment,  &c/* 

Thus  it  was  that  Mr.  Necker,  madly  in- 
toxicated with  the  credit  he  thought  his  fitu- 
fttion  preparing  for  him,  forgot  the  Royal 
Sitting,  and  did  not  perceive  that,  by  con- 
curring in  this  manner  to  annul  the  eflfecfl'  of 
that  grand  procedure,  which  he  had'  him- 
fclf  advifed  -and  directed,  he  brcamc  the 
:  -   _  -  -moft 
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nibft  guHty  accdnipHcft  in  thcdebafemciit  of 
tfic  Ntiniftry,  and  in  the  abfolutc  defllruc- 
tfon  of  the  Rd^al  aiitlibiity.  With  Icfs 
vanity^,  afed?  With  mofe  kndwlectge  of  hlftoiy 
iAd  of  Aiankihd,  he  would  not  have  been  fo 
fooliffil^  ^e  dtipe  of-  the  naufeous  adula* 
tion  and  grofs  incenfe  laVilhed  upon  him, 
Which  he  cbtifidered  as  the  j'lift  reward  of  his 
wtuesf  but^  he-  would  have  feen  that  the 
hopeV  ahd  love  of  the  People  were  directed 
folcly  towards  him,  in  order  ta  divert  them 
frblri  tlie  Throne,  the  foundations  of  whith 
wer^  tbiDc  fapped.  The  authdfs-of  oiir  fatal 
R^ollitibn'wcrfe  too  fkilful  not  to  know, 
that  in /dl*  thofe  in  whicli  the  People  are 
krKdfe'  the  inftrument,  the  violent  paflions 
mtrff  be  fujpplied  with  an  idol  and  vidlims. 
Mr.  Necker  was  hiere  th^  idol,  Which  was 
pufled-  ddWii  and  broken  when  no  longer 
wsihttd^*  the  Royal  Family,  die  Clergy, 
and  the  Nobility,  were  the  vidliras. 
*  Mt'.' Netkkr^s  letter  produced  the  tfftA  he 
jJitittflftd-Kiinfdf  upon  the  rii^ity  of"  the 
AifemHly:  all  his  plans  were  attended  with 
the  gitefteft  applaufe  i 

The  Ifimdrcd  and  fifty-one' deferters  6-6m 
t^KeClefrg)^  entered  the  Hall  at  this  rtionient, 
aftt^nded  by  their  Ufher,  who  took  a  place 

M  2  among 
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among  thofe  of  the  Tiers-Etat.  The  mo- 
ment they  appeared,  **  ViveleRoif*^  re- 
founded  through  the  Hall ;  a  vey y  extra- 
ordinary mode,  furely,  of  honouring  the  rea-^ 
dinefs  of .  this  divifion  of  the  Clergy^^in 
fetting  the  example  of  difobedience  to  the 
orders  of  his  M^yefty, 

.When  they  had  all  taken  their  places,  in 
order  to  know  their  exad  number  their 
names  were  called  over;  which  engaged  a 
great  deal  of  time,  as  every  name  was  fol- 
lowed  by  longapplaufes,  which  were  redou* 
bled  with  rapture  at  thofe  of  the  four  or 
five  prelates  who  figured  in  this  too  memo- 
rable lift.  The  Affembly  could  not  do  ho- 
nour enough  to  the  Archbiftiop  of  Viennc  ; 
but  not  being  able  to  beftow  the  chief  place 
upon  him,  yet  unwilling  that  he  fliould 
remain  undiftinguifhed  in  the  crowd  of  De- 
puties, they  feated  him  at  the  Prefident's 
right  hand. 

On  the  next  day,  June  35^  the  minority 
of  the  Nobility,  confifting  of  44  members, 
among  whom  was  the  Duke  of  Orleans^ 
joined  the  Tiers-Etaty  and  were  received 
with  the  fame  raptures  as  the  Deputies  of  1 
the  Clergy  had  been  the  day  before— with 

this 
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this  diffference,  that  the  cry  of-^^^^^Vive  le 
Roi  !  *^  was  preceded  by  the. cry  of — ^*  Vive 
la  Patrie  !  "—(Long  live  the  Country !)  in 
honour  of  each  Deputy  as  he  entered  •  but 
when  the  Duke  of  C?r/^ei?ii  appeared,  no- 
thing  was  heard  but — **  Vive  M.  le  Dilc 
d*Orleans  /** — (Long  live  the  Duke  of  Or^ 
leans  !) 

Thefe  noify  acclamations  having  reached 
the  cars  of  the  populace  who  \<rere  about  the 
Hall,  foon  wound  up  their  curiofity  to  fee 
what  was  paffing,  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  fury, 
that  they  forced  by  the  outer  guard,  and 
befet  the  doors  of  the  Hall,  which  they 
were  thireatening  to  break  open,  when  the 
Aflcmbly ,  apprifed  of  their  proceeding,  dc-. 
puted  M.  Bailly,  in  his  capacity  of  Prefi- 
dent,  accompanied  by  the  Archbifliop  of 
Vienne  and  M.  de  Clermont  Tonnerrey  to 
go  and  dppeafe  them.  He  begged  them  very 
politely  to  retire,  affuring  them,  that,  agree- 
ably to  a  Refolution  juft  adopted  by  the  Af* 
fembly,  a  Deputation  was  goihg  to  be  fent 
to  the  King,  to  demand  a  free  accefs  to  the 
Hall,  and  that  very  likely  the  doors  would 
be  thrown  open  to-morrow  to  the  People — 
meaning  to  the  populace  ;  for,  previous  to 
this,  notwithftanding  the  exprefs  orders 
)  M3  given 
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giv€n  to  the  ff  ntinpls  placed  at  the  dpor  of 
the  States,  not  to  liiflfer  ftrangcrs  to  gx>  in, 
the  foldiers  only  afked  whoever  came,  whc, 
thcr  they  were  Deputies  or  not  ?  This  quef* 
tion  was  put  in  a  loud  voit«,  bu^t  the  ienti^ 
del  who  put  it,  ^t  the  fanxe  tiipe  wbifpqi;<d 
the  perfons  to  fay  Y(^s  ;  fo  that  this  pr^^nd- 
ed  ftridnefs  confifted  in  keeping  out  of  the 
Hall  fuch  perfQns  as  were  too  fliabbily 
dreffed  tp  be  miftaken  for  Deputies., 

M.  Bailly^s  promifes  appeafed  the  pop q« 
Ucc;  and  tranquillity  being  completely  re- 
ilored,  the  three  Delegates  from  the  AiTepir 
l?ly  returned  to  their  places,  and  M.  de  Cler^ 
mont  Tonnerre  delivered  a  fpeech  on  the 
junction  of  the  minority  of  the  Nobility 
with  the  TUxs-EUt.  **  Long^  ere  this/* 
faid  he,  **  Ihould  we  have  yielded  to  the 
dictates  of  our  confciences,  and  to  the  imr 
pulfe  of  the  patriotifm  which  animates  u$ 
as  well  as  you,  had  we  not  ban  reftraincd, 
and  in  a  manner  fettered,  by  imperative  in- 
ftrudions.  Our  fatis£a<aion  would  be  com- 
plcte»  were  it  not  diflurbed  hy  the  pain  wc 
feel  on  being  feparated  from  thofe  whq,  al- 
though detained  by  exprefs  dired:ions  and  a 
,  rigorous  oath,  are  already  in  heart  and  mind 
united  to  the  Naticwal  Aflcmbly*     We  (hall 

doubt- 
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doubtlefs  have  the  happinefs  of  feeing  them 
fhortly  amongfl:  us  :  their  vConftituents  will 
*yield  to  the  goodnefe  and  juftnefs  of  their 
^eafons,  and  connply  with  the  wiflics  and 
jdefires  of  their  worthy.  Reprefentatives, 
who,  on  receiving  new  inftrudlions,  will 
haften  to  unite  in  the  general  HialL" 

This  drew  a  reply  from '  M.  Eailly  ih 
the  following  terms: — **  Gentlemen,  your 
prcfence  fprcads  confolation  and  joy  here. 
We  faid,  on  receiving  the  Deputies  of  the 
Clergy,  that  we  Itill  had  wifties  to  form; 
that  brothers  were  ftill  wanting  to  this  auguft 
-family  :  thefe  wifhcs  have  been  gratified  al- 
moft  as  foon  as  formed.  We  fee  an  illuftrious 
Prince,  an  impreflive  and  refpedlable  part 
of  the  French  Nobility  %  we  give  a  loofe  to 
the  joy  of  receiving  them,  and  to  the  hope 
of  feeing  the  whole  of  that  Nobility  join&ig 
them  here.  Yes,  Gentlemen,  what  is  miflP- 
ing  will  be  reftored  to  us  ;  all  our  brethren 
will  come  hither; — it  is  reafon  and  juf- 
tice,  and  the  intereft  of  their  Country  that 
call  them,  and  that  affure  us  of  their  com- 
.  ing.  Let  us  labour  together  in  the  regenera- 
tion of  the  Kingdom,  and  for  the  comfort 
of  the  People.  We  will  bear  truth  to  the 
foot  of  the  Throne,  and  her  voice  will  be 
M  4  heard 
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heard  by  a  King,  whofe  piety  may  be  deceiv- 
ed, but  whofe  intentions  are  juft  and  whofe 
goodncfs  is  unalterable;  by  a  King,  who 
defires  the  union  that  has  now  taken  place, 
and  who  will  ever  be  the  father  of  his 
people.** 

Th?fe  fpeeches  were  heard,  not  only  with 
the  greateft  attention,  but  with  the  moft 
lively  emotion.  The  AiTembly  then  pro- 
ceeded to  nominate  the  Deputation  to  be  fent 
that  very  evening  to  folicit  the  King  that 
the  doors  of  the  Hall  might  be  opened  to 
*the  Public ;  and  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
this  Deputation  was  compofed  of  fix  Eccle- 
fiaftics,  fix  members  of  the  Order  of  the 
Nobility,  and  twelve  of  the  Tiers-Etat. 

When  the  tranfports  of  joy  which  had 
been  excited  by  the  junction  of  the  minority 
of  the  Nobility  were  a  little  abated,  it  was 
obferved,  that  the  defertion  of  44  out  of 
300  could  not  be  confidered  as  any  mighty 
triumph;  and  thF  Commons,  wondering 
that  fome  others  on  whom  they  had  de- 
pended, efpecially  M.  de  la  Fayette^  had 
not  yet  appeared,  inquired  the  rcafon  from 
thofe  who  had  joined;  who  in  their  juftifi*- 
cation  faid,  that  they  only  remained  in  their 
Chaniber  with  the  hope   of  foon  bringing 

the 


the  wfa(de  over  to  the  comnKxi  centre  of  the 
Naticmal  Repreientation. 

In  the  midft  of  all  thefe  fuccefies,  the 
TUrs^Etat  (till  remained  diftruftful  and  un- 
eafy.  They  pretended,  and  fpread  ahroad, 
that  though  the  King  was  obliged  to  con* 
tinue  Mr.  Necktr  in  the  Miniftiy,  he  did 
not  co-operate  with  him,  but  gave  his  whcJe 
confidence  to  the  aristocrats.  This 
fatal  word,  which  has  fince  been  the  fignal 
for  fo  many  crimes,  became  from  that  mo- 
ment, throughout  France,  the  cry  for  con- 
fpiring  againft  all  who  did  not  profefs  the 
blinded  devotion  and  an  unboimded  defer* 
ence  to  the  will  and  pretenfions  of  the  Tltrrr- 
Etat^  who  were  thus  themfclves  exercifing 
the  moft  tyrannical  ariftocracy  againft  all 
who  continued  attached  to  the  Monarchy 
and  to  the  King. 

One  of  the  fureft  means  of  inflaming  the 
People,  and  of  leading  them  into  every  ex- 
cefs,  is  to  fet  abroad  fome  pnrafe,  or  words 
which  they  do  not  underfland ;  for  they  at- 
tach ideas  of  their  own  to  them,  and  never 
fail  to  feled  fuch  as  are  moft  caculated  to 
hurry  them  into  the  direction  intended. 
Thus  it  was,  that  when  the  Clergy  and  No- 
bility, who  were  to  be   rendered   odious, 

were 
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were  once  defcribed  to  thop^  wider  tjbe  name 
of  Ari/locrats,  they  aevqr  inquired,  nor  do 
ihcy  Jcniow  to  this  day,  tht  jrol  picwipg  of 
-that  word .  All  they  Undcrftood  was ,  -that 
ftn  Art^oerat  was  the  being  ^aloft  to  be  der 
icfted  by  thcro ;  and  it  was  immediately 
ifuppofed  by  each  indivjidual,  that  the  vicc^ 
or  crimes  tnoft  abhorred  by  himfelf  were 
•inherent  in  Ariiftocmts  ♦. 

By  this  t^me  the  troops  had  adopted  the 
-lanmeaning  cry  of---**  Vive  la  Nation /''^^^ 
-{LoDg  live  the  Nation!)  Its  peace  and  pro- 
^rity  were  certainly  ift  great  danger  i  but 
4he  only  danger  it  had  to  fear  for  its  life,  or 
gather  for  the  lives  of  fome  of  its  members:, 
:fprung  from  the  fuiy  of  thofe  who  were 
the  loudeft  in  roaring  **  Vive  la  Nation  /** — 
At  Paris  and  Vcrfailles,  the  French  Guards 
and  the  foldiers  of  the  Swifs  regiments  w^rp 
icen  living  on  the  moft  familiar  footing  with 
ihc   townfmcn.      Th^y  mixed  in  partie^i 

^  I  once  aiked  a  (hoemaker,  who  was  a  Royalift, 
..what  an  Ariftocrat  was?  He  anfwcred— **  A  nunmvho 
does  not  love  our  good  KingT*  Apother  mechanic,  of  a 
religious  difpofition,  to  whom  I  put  the  fame  queftion, 
4oId  me— -/iW  an  Ariftocrat  did  not  believe  in  God! 
JV  third  iziA-^^kat  Arijhcrais  were  Devils  of  Hell^ 
wbovdjbedtojlarvf  tbfpoor!  .  ^ 

holding 


hoidiDg  each  jQtber  hy  the  arm  in  the  puUk^ 
walks,  and^t  die  cofiw-hoofcs  and  tavemSt 
who'c  ihqr  fmrtook  of  f amptuaiK  eotertaia^ 
meats,  at  which  the  foldiers  wene  never  he» 
hind-hand  in  crying — *•  Vive  la  Nation  !^^ 
We  kn&w  no  orders  but  thofe  of  the 
Nation  r 

^  The  Elcdors  of  the  Tiers^Etato£  Paris, 
who  pretended  to  inftitute  themfdves  into 
another  pditical  hody,  although  the  com*- 
raiiiion  for  which  they  had  been  empower-* 
ed  to  ailemble  was  fully  difchargeli^  went 
to.  the  Pre  vat  des  Marchands*,  and  ire- 
quefted  to  have  one  of  the  HaUs  in  the 
T'own-houie;  to  which  he  at  firft  objeii^dy 
but  in  the  end  confented. 

The  fiiUfubjea  on  which  they  debiited 

^  The  ^PrivSis  des  MarckfinJs  were  <^cexs  of  die 
hJ^beft  antiquity.  Their  jurifdidion  ^xt^nded  oyer  tte 
revenues  of  the  Hotel  fie  Ville^  the  quays  and  whar^ 
of  the  river,  &C5.  In  1357  they  purchafed,  inconjuric- 
tibnwith  the  Echevtns  or  Municipal  Magiftrates>  the 
\tGok  where  in  ancient  times. the  Dauphins  refided^ 
called  MaiJ^  de  Grive,  which  gave  the  name  of  Pkeg 
de,  Grive  to  the  area  on  which  it  ilands  \  and  on  the  fite 
of  that  and  fome  others  round  it  they  afteryrards  built 
the  Hotel  deVille  or  Town-Houfe.  The  Prcvdt  was 
appointed  by  the  King,  fometimes  for  two  year«,  oir 
TCBcwcd  cveiry  year  at  hi$  ^I(»fuve.* 

1  Was 
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waa  thcappoinmieatof  a  I>e^ati0n^  coniiftf 
ing  of  twenty. df  them,  to  go  and  complU 
incnt  tbo  Affemblj' upon  their  ^having  coh- 
itetutcd  thomfelvcs  a.  National.  Affembly. 
The  infcrchcfi  front  this  ftrange  compliment, 
ms  it  was  addreffed  only  to  the  Deputies  who 
had  violated,  or  at  leaft  exceeded,  their  in^ 
^nnftidns,  is^s^  that  thofe  who  had  re- 
mained faithful  to  the  intentions  of  their 
cqnftituents  dcfervcd  to  be  condenmed. 

This  Deputation,'  evidently'  illegal,  was 
»dmitt|Eid  with  the  greatefl  ardour  as  foon  as 
it  appeared.  It  had  the  merit  of  being  the 
firft  that  had  ever  been  fent  to  the  Affembly, 
whom  its. leader  addreffed  in  the  following 
•Speech :  ^ 

.  /•*  The  Aflcmbly  of  the  Eledors  of  the 
TicrS'Etat  of  the  city  of  Paris,  penetrated 
with  rcfpe(3:  and  gratitude  for  the  wife, 
firm,  and  patriotic  condudl  of  the  National 
Affembly,  feize  the  firft^  moment  of  their* 
union  after  fo  naany  ineffectual  efforts,  to 
exprefs  to  them  their  feelings  on  the  occafion, 
and  to  declare  that  they  will  invariably  abide 
by  the  Refolutions  of  the  National  Affembly, 
and  particularly  by  that  of  the  17th  of  this 
month.  They  will  at  all  times,  and  in  all 
circumftances,  fupport  the  defign  of  it  :— 
^  2  they 


iunz  1789.}         FREJCPH;  REVOLUTIOIT.         12^ 

tBcy  will  ever  Jccep  ii\^  rrtiicmbi^apce  the 
names  of  the  Clergy  and  of  the  ,  Nobility 
who  have  joined  the  National  Aflembly/*     ^ 

The  Affcmbly,  convinced  that  a  coalitipa 
with  the  Tiers-Etat  of  the  capital  could  not 
but  increafe  and  confolidate  their  own  power, 
received  the  Deputies  in  the  moft  honouraWc 
manner.  The  Prefident  invited  them  with- 
in the  bar,  and  benches  were  immediately 
placed  between  thofe  of  the  Clergy  and  No- 
bility ,^  on  which  they  fcated*  themfclves.  * 
„  Thefe  details  may  appc;ar  minute -j  but 
they  are  eflential  in  tracing  the  prpgrefs  of 
the  diforganization  of  -the  Government^ 
and  of  the  devclopement  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. •  .  ♦.    '      . 

Soon  after  the  El/eiflors  .of  Paris  were 
feajted,  another  Deputation  was*  announced 
from  the  majority  of  the  ^Nobility.  It  was 
long  debated  whether  this  Deputation  flip^ild 
be  received  or  not;  and  it  was  at  length' 
agreed  to,  againil  the  opinion  of  M.  Bailly 
and  Count  Mira^^au J  the/ farmer  maih-i 
taining,  that  from  the  nianner  in  which  the 
Affembly  was  formed  they  could  not  receive 
fuch  a  Deputation;  which  was  as  much  as  to 
fay,;  that,  being  conftitute4  the  National 
AflTembly,  they  could  not  fufFer  themfelvess 

to 


to  be  iftidir cffed  by  the  title  of  tl!^  Tiers^ 
Xtat;  tlie  latter  arguifig,  that  the  Deputies 
were  unqualified,  ahd  could  not  even  bfc' 
tfonfideted  as  Deputies  of  B^dliwicks,  the 
verification  of  their  powers  being  illegal. 

Thb  fubjea  of  the  Deputation  \vas  thurf 
announced  by  their  Speaker:—**  Gentle^ 
xAen,  we  have  the  honour  of  being  com- 
miflioned  by  (ihc  Order  of  the  Nobility  to^ 
conkiiuhicate  to  you  a  Refolution  adopt-*^ 
cd  by  them  yeffcrcfey.  From  their  eager- 
ricfs  to  abide  tSy  the  Kirig^s  firfl  declara- 
tidn^^  you  vi'il!  fee  tlie  conciliatoiry  fpiiit\by 
which  they  are  animated,  and  dieir  anxiety 
for  a-  return  among  the  three  Otders  of  tniat: 
harmony  which  ought  never  to  be  impaired 
imong  Firenchmeri,  and  without  which4t  is 
knpoffible  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
State,  that  jRrft  duQr  of  every  good  citizfeii.*^ 

Having  faid;  this,  tlie  Speaker  read  th^ 
Refoliition  to  which  he  had  alluded;  thii 
£ib(liiice  of  which  was,  that  the  Nobility 
fully  adopted  the  arrangements  contained  iit 
die  King'i  firfl  Declaration. 

M.  Bailly*s  anfwer ,  which  had  been-  pre-^ 
vioufly  diiftialdt  hy  tlie  Affembly,  wai^  as 
fdte^s:  ^*  Gentlemen,  I  am  inflrutaedlry 
A«  >l$itioriar*  Affenibly  to  teir  you,  that  thfey 

can 


tBjnnot  but  receive  ^bit  ^  Ndble  Diepu^^ 
^8  not  yet  uriftidd;  as  genfkmen,  MloW^ 
ci^feehs,  and  brotfeers^.  They  hrAvfe  thfe^  AioW 
Jeaklily  cdneurred  in  adfMiMd^  youV  *9  th^/ 
arc  aiixkms  you  ftioufd-  wifnefe  their  unceaf- 
ing  dcfire  for  your  union  with  this  auguft 
Affembly,  and  of  which  you  feem  to  giv€ 
us  hopes.** 

To  this  Deputatioti  fucc^eded  atiotbet 
comnAifficMied  to  prefeit  ^n  Addrefs*  to  th^ 
Affedibly ,  figned  at  a  coffee-hbufe  {tke  CAfi 
At  Fbi)  by  all  the  cofFee-houfc  loungers  ik 
the  PalcCis  Royals  to  the  number  of- about 
three  thoufand,  and  entitled  "  A  Letter  froiki 
the  Deputies  of  the  three  Orders  of  Pari^.'* 

This  Deputation,  irregular  ^  it^  Was, 
was  eagerly  admitted,  and  received  wittt: 
acclatitetion.  Their  leader  eont^ntM  Witt* 
felf  with  reading  the  letter,  whithi^  was 
addrefled  to  M.  Bailly^  and  orily  contained 
the  feme  felicitations  and  complimeiitS  a!s  had 
been  addreffed  to  the  AflenAWy  by*  the  Diti 
putation  of  the  EleiStors.  - 

To  this  M .  Bailly  made  the'  following  rti* 
ply:  "  Gentlemch,  altboiigh  you  ai*4  not 
fertt  by  an  Affembly  regularly  ccmvened^thi 
National  Affdmbly  thought  they  ihigbt  id* 
itiit  foyx.  They  thahk  the  ckizens  of  Pari* 
-  .  for 
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for  the  teftimonies  of  their  fatisfadion.  You 
witnefs.  Gentlemen,  the  union  which  reigns 
in  this  Affembly  j  you  know  our  zeal,  and 
you  may  inform  the  capital,  that  we  arc 
about  to  labour  with  ardour  for  the  public 
good :  but  the  Affembly  think  it  their  duty 
to  requcft  the  citizens  of  Paris  to  prevent  the 
agitation  that  might  arife  among  the  people, 
jmd  iir^e  them  to  confider  peace  as  the  firfl: 
pieans  neceffary  to  the  labours  of  the  Na- 
tional Affembly,  and  the  regeneration  of  the 
Kingdom/*  Thus  every  inftant  was  be- 
inented  the  coalition  of  the  Affembly  with 
the  citizens  of  the  capital,  of  whatever  clafs 
they  were. 

On  the  fame  4^y  the  number  of  the 
Clergy  was  increafed  by  the  acquifition  of 
two  more  prelates,  the  Bifhops  d'Autun  and 
^^ Orange.  They  were  foon  fojlpwed  by  the 
^rchbiftiop  of  Paris ^  condudbed  by  the  Arch- 
oifhop  of  Bourdeaux.  Although  he  was  cx- 
pedted,  his  air  of  refignation,  and  the  marks 
that  were  ffill  thought  vifible  in  his  <:ounte- 
nance  of  the  outrages  he  had  received  the 
two  preceding  days,  affe<Sled  the  whole  Af- 
fembly. Bcnediiftions  were  heaped  upon 
him;  which  brought -tears;  into  his  eyes,  and 
fo  moved  him,  that  he  could  fcarccly  articu- 
late 


JtJRB  1789.]       FRENCH    REVOLUTION*  133 

late  the  following  words  :  ••  Gentlemen,  the 
love  of  peace  leads  me  this  day  into  the 
midft  of  this  auguft  Aflcmbly  ; — callow  me 
to  exprefs  my  fincere  devotion  to  my  Coun- 
try, my  King,  and  the  good  of  the  People. 
I  (hould  efleem  myfelf  happy  if  even  at  the 
cxpcnce  of  my  life  I  could  contribute  to  fo 
defirable  a  concihation,  for  which  I  fhall 
ever  pray/^ 

Af .  Bailly  replied,  that  this  adl  of  peace 
and  union  was  the  only  crown  wanting  to 
his^  virtues  ;  then  turning  to  the  Deputies  of 
the  Caffc  de  Foiy  who  had  obtained  the  ho- 
nours of  the  Sitting,  he  faid  to  them— 
**  With  the  moft  lively  joy  do  we  this  day 
fee  your  worthy  Archbilhop  taking  his  ftat 
in  the  Affembly/' 

At  this  Sitting  was  alfo  read  the  fpeech 
which  Target  had  compofed  for  the  Depu- 
tation that  were  to  wait  upon  the  King,  to 
folicit  that  the  doors  of  the  Hall  might  be 
opened  to  the  Public.  The  harangue  was 
found  fo  ridiculoufly  bombaftic,  that  another 
was  ordered  to  be  drawn  up  by  perfoqs  ap- 
pointed j  which  prevented  the  Deputation 
from  taking  place  the  fame  day,  as  Mm 
Bailly  had  promifed  the  populace.  This 
had  a  very  ill  efFed;  for  the  Parifians,  hear- 

VoL.  I.  N  ing 
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ing  no  more  mention  made  of  it,  and  igno- 
rant of  the  motives  of  the  delay,  imagined  that 
the  petition  had  been  prefented  to  the  King, 
^nd  that  he  had  refufed  to  receive  it.  The  ar- 
rival of  another  regiment  at  Verfaillcs  con- 
firmed this  opinion,  and  increafed  the  dif- 
content  and  murmurs.  At  the  fame  time 
the  pcrfeverance  of  the  majority  of  the  Or- 
der of  the  Nobility  and  of  the  one  half  of 
the  Deputies  of  the  Clergy  in  their  refolu- 
tion  of  not  joining  the  Tiers-Etatj  was  at- 
tributed to  the  inftigations  of  the  Court. 
In  a  word,  every  thing  confpired  to  render 
the  King's  fituation  hourly  more  embar- 
rafling  and  more  dangerous.  The  Minifters 
met  frequently,  but  without  coming  to  any 
determination,  or  adopting  any  plan.  la 
the  evening  of  the  26th  their  Committee 
had  continued  long  fitting,  and  yet  at  feven 
o*clock  next  morning  they  held  another  at 
the  Palace,  to  which  Monfieur  and  the 
Count  d^Artois  were  fummoned.  Scarcely 
were  they  arrived  when  the  Duke  of  Lux^ 
embourg,  Pf^fiderit  of  the  Nobility,  appear- 
ed in  the  name  of  his  Order,  and  demanded 
ari  audience  of  the  King.  He  was  intro* 
duced,  and  prefented  to  his  Majefty  the 
Refolution  which  the  Order  of  the  Nobility 
-^  had 
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had  adopted  the  day' before,  and  which  they 
,  had  fent  to  the  Tiers-Etat  by  the  Deputation 
named   for  that  purpofe.     The  Refolution 
was  conceived  in  thefe  terms  :  ^ 

**  The  Order  of  the  NobiHty,  eager  to 
giv^  the  Kitig  every  mark  of  their  love  and 
reipeft;  imprcffed  With  gr-atikide  for  the 
pcrfevering  care  his  Maj^y  deigns  to  take 
to  effect  a  defirable  harmony  among  the  Or- 
ders ;  Gonfidering  of  what  confequence  it  is 
^hat-the  Nation  fliould  enjoy,  without  delay, 
the  great  benefits  of  the  Conftitution  pointed 
out  in  the  fecond  Declaration  of  the  King's 
intentions,  read  at  the  Sitting  of  the  23d 
inftant ;  impelled  alfo  by  their  dcfire  of  be- 
ing able  to  liquidate  the  public  debt,  and 
to  realize  the  derelidlion  of  their  pecuniary 
privileges,  as  foon  as  the  ^ftabliftinient  of  a 
conftitutional  bafis  fhall  permit  them  to  de- 
liberate upon  thofe  fubgefts,  in  which  they 
deem  the  National  honour  as  well  as  the 
dcareft  wifhes  of  their  Conftituents  to  be 
concerned,  do,  notwithftanding  the  form  of 
the.  faid  Sitting,  during  the  term  of  the 
pFefcnt  States-General,  and  provided  no 
precedent  be  drawn  from  it  for  the  future, 
accept  and  have  accepted,  purely  and  fimply 
and  without  any  referve,  the  propofitions  com- 

N  2  prifed 
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prifed  in  the  Fifteen  Articles  of  the  King^s 
firft  Declaration,  read  at  the  Sitting  of  the 
tgd  inftant.  'Accordingly,  and  in  order  to 
execute  the  Fifth  Article  of  the  faid  Decla- 
ration, they  have  refolvcd,  that  his  Majefty 
fhall  be  prayed  to  convene  the  Nobility  of 
the  Bailiwicks,  by  whofe  peremptory  in- 
ftrucftions  the  Deputies  may  hold  themfelves 
bound,  in  order  that  they  may  receive  frefh 
inftruiflions  from  their  Gonftituen ts,  and  as 
foon  as  poffible  take  into  confideration^in  the 
form  prefcribed  by  the  King,  the  Articles 
comprifcd  in  the  fecond  Declaration  of  his 
Majefly's  intentions,  which  the  Order  of  the 
Nobility  confider  as  a  moft  affedting  pledge 
of  his  juftice,  and  of  his  love  for  th& 
people/* 

After  the  King  had  read  this  Refolution, 
he  thus  addreffed  the  Duke  of  Luxembourg  : 
**  From  the  fidelity  and  afFedlion  of  the 
*^  Order  of  which  you  are  Prefident,  I  ex* 
**  pedt  its  union  with  the  other  two.  I  have 
**  reflei^-ed  upon  it,"  faid  he  firmly,  **  and 
•*  am  determined  to  make  every  facrifice, 
•*  rather  than  that  a  Jingle  manjhouldpe^ 
**  rijh  on  my  account.  Tell  the  Order  of 
**  the  Nobility,  therefore,  that  I  entreat  them 
'*  to  join  the  other  two  Orders.     If  this  be 

«•  not 
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^^  not  enough,  I  command  them  to  do  it  as 
**  their  King — it  is  my  will.  If  there  be 
*•  one  of  its  members  who  bdieves  himfelf 
^'  bound  by  his  inftrudlions,  his  oath,  or 
••  his  honour,  to  remain  in  the  thamber, 
"  let  me  know :  I  will  go  and  fit  by  him, 
**  and  die  with  him  if  it  be  neccflary.** 

The  Cardinal  de  la  Roche/oucault,  the 
Prefident  of  the  Clergy,  the  Archbifhop  of 
RheimSj  and  the  Archbifhop  of  Aix,  had 
been  fent  for  by  the  King  on  the  fame  fub* 
jedt.  His  Majefty  told  them,  in  the  firft 
place,  that  the  troops  had  revolted,  and  that 
he  was  under  the  neceflity  of  yielding  to  the 
wifhes  of  the  Tiers-Etat.  •*  The  trocjps 
revolted,  SireP'  exclaimed  the  Archbiftiop 
of  Aix.  **  When,  and  where?  Is  it  the 
Gardes^du-Corps^  or  the  Swifs?  Your 
Majefty  knew  nothing  of  it  yefterday  !  Is  it 
the  work  of  a  day— ^of  a  moment  ?  The 
troops  revolted,  and  your  Majefty  not  know 
it  before  to-day  !  Have  the  Commanders  and 
Officers  been  all  ignorant  of  it,  or  are  they 
in  the  plot  ?  Have  they  all  betrayed  their 
King  ?  No,  Sire^  this  is  not  poflible  !  this  ^ 
cannot  be  true  l-^^Your  Majefty  is  now  de- 
ceived, or  you  have  been  deceived  for  three 

N  3  months.** 
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months***  The  King,  ftaggercd  and  pciv 
plexed,  wfent  with  the  Deputies  of  the 
Clergy  into  another  ajpartment,  where  the)r 
found  the  Queen,  MorifieuTj  the  Count 
d^Artois,  'the  Duke  of  Luocembon/rg^  and  the 
Prince  de  Croui.  The  Archbifliop  of  Aio^ 
continued  the. fanie. train  of  refledtions r--^ 
**  Yes,  Sirel-T-Yes,  Madam  T*  faid  he  to 
their  Majefties,  **  ypu  art  deceived  in  order 
*^  that  you  may  be  induced  to  yield.  The 
*  *  double  reprefentatibn  has  been  given  to  the 
**  Tiers-Etat,  that  they  may  have  double 
**  votes— and  that  not  only  for  fome  partis- 
**  cukr  objedls,  but  for  alL  Your  Ma- 
**  jefty's.  Declaration  marks  diftindlions  that 
** '  will  not  be  admitted.  It  is  darfeful  of 
*«  the  intei^fts  of  the  .King,  <Jf  the  Clergy,. 
**  and  of  the  Nobility;  but.  Sire,  the  in- 
•^^  tention  is  to  annihilate  the  Orders,  and^ 
"  with  them  the  Royal  authority  miift 
'VfalL** 

At  the  conclufion  of  this  coAierenoe  the 
King  faid,  that,  he^  would  ferid  his  anfwc&fN;? 
and. oil  the  fame  morning  his  Majefty  ad^: 
dreffed  copies  of  the  following  Letter  to  the' 
Cardinal  de,U  Rogh^mLcault^ind  thd  Puke 
of  Luxembourg : 

''My 
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•'  My  Cousin, 
**  Solely  engaged  in  providing  for  the 
general  welfare  of  my  Kingdom,  but  parti- 
cularly anxious  that  the  Affembly  of  the 
States-General  (hould  proceed  to  the  objedts. 
which  intereft  the  Nation,  according  to  the 
voluntary  acceptance  of  my  Declaration. o£ 
the  23d  of  this  month,  I  urge  my  loyal 
Nobility  *  to  join  the  other  Orders  without 
delay,  to  accelerate  the  accomplifhment 
of  my  paternal  intentions.  Thofe  who  ar« 
rcftrided  in  their  powers  may  do  fo  witL% 
out  voting,  till  they  (hall  have  received 
frcfli  ones.  This  will  be  another  mark 
given  to  me  by  the  Nobility  of  their  attach- 
ment i  for  which,  my  Coulin,  I  pray  God 
to  keep  you  under  his  holy  proteftion." 

On  the  fame  day  a  regulation  of  the 
Council  was  made  and  publifhed,  authoriz- 
ing the  Deputies  who  thought  themfelves 
reftriiSted  by  their  inftrudtions  to  apply  to 
their  Conftituents  for  new  ones,  and  fettling 
the  form  in  which  fuch  applications  fhould 
be  made. 

However,  the  Order  of  the  Nobility,  ia 
their  deliberation  on  the  King*s  letter  and 

,  *  In  the  Copy  fent  to  the  Cardinal,  the  WQrds  here  ' 
were  "  my  faithful  Clergy.**  >     ' 

N4  on 
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on  the  anfwer  made  by  his  Majefty  to  the 
Duke  of  Luxembourg^  were  much  divided 
in  opinion.  More  than  eighty  of  them,  fore- 
feeing  how  fatal  the  union  of  the  three  Orders 
and  the  voting  individually,  which  was  an 
inevitable  confequence  of  it,  would  be  to 
the  King  and  to  the  State,  perfifted  in  the 
rcfolution  of  remaining  in  their  Chamber, 
agreeably  to  the  Declaration  of  the  23d  of 
June.  In  the  midft  of  thefe  debates  the 
Marcjuis  de  La  Queuille  was  feen  reading 
with  emotion  a  letter  he  had  juft  received, 
and  converfing  very  warmly  with  thofe  who 
ftood  near  him.  The  letter  was  from  the 
Count  d*Artois,  mofl  ftrongly  urging  the 
Nobility  not  to  poftpone  their  union  with 
the  Order  of  the  Tiers-Etat,  and  hinting 
that  his  Royal  Highnefs  knew  to  a  certainty 
that  a  longer  refiftance  would  endanger  the 
King's  life.  The  moment  thefe  words  were 
heard,  the  Count  de  St.  Simon,  putting  his 
hand  to  his  fword,  cried  out — .'*  Gentlemen, 
"the  King  is  in  danger!  Let  us  fly  to  the 
**  Palace  !  our  place  is  about  his  Majefty  !** 
^*  If  the  Monarch  be  in  danger,"  obferved 
M.  deCazales,  **  the  Monarchy  is  in  danger 
♦'  too ;  to  fave  the  Monarchy  is  our  firft 
^*  duty,  and  we  will  then  go  and  form  a 
«•  rampart  of  our  bodies  around  the  King.** 
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On  this  exclamation  the  debate  was  about 
fo  be  renewed ;  when  the  Duke  of  Luxern^ 
bourg  rofe  haftily,  notwithfUnding  the  re- 
monftrances  of  many  members  of  the  Aflcm- 
bly,  and  broke  up  the  Sitting,  crying  out— 
*•  There  is  now  no  room  for  debate:  Gentle- 
men, the  King's  perfon  is  in  danger^  and 
who  amongft  11s  will  hefitate  an  inftsmt  ?** 
Thefe  words  went  to  every  heart ;  nothing 
was  thought  of  but  the  danger  which  threat- 
ened the  King,  and  they  ran  immediately 
to  the  Hall  where  the  other  Deputies  were  . 
united.  The  fame  refolution  was  adopted 
without  hefitation  by  the  members  of  the 
Clergy. 

When  they  entered  the  Hall  there  were 
very  few  either  of  the  Deputies  or  ftrang^rs 
remaining.  Each  Order  having  taken  its 
place,  the  Cardinal  de  la  Rachefoucaulty  as 
Prefident  of  the  Clergy,  faid — **  We  arc 
led  hither  by  our  love  and  refpcdl  for  the 
King,  our  folicitude  for  the  Country,  and  our 
zeal  for  the  public  good/*  The  Duke  of 
Luxembourg  announced  the  union  of  the 
majority  of  the  Nobility  by  faying — **  Gen- 
tlemen, the  Order  of  the  Nobility  refolved 
this  morning  to  repair  to  the  National  Hall, 
as  a  mark  of  their  refpe^  for  the  King, 

and 
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and  as  a  proof  to  the  Nation  of  their  pa- 
triotifm.'* 

M.  jB^Y/y. replied. to  both  Orders  in  the 
follawingr  words  r  *'  Gentlemen,  the  happi^ 
ne^<^f"thi$-day;,  lyJiich  unites  the  three  Or- 
der^ 13  fucbv  that  exceflive  joy  difables  me 
St4>mvifw^xi^g  you  as  it~  defcrves ;  but  this 
joy  is  itfelf'  an  ^aiifwer;*  The  Order  of  the 
Cltrgy  was  already  with  us,  and  now  the 
Order  of  the  Nobility  joins  us.  This  day 
(hall  be  entered  among  ,thc  celebrations  of 
our  calendar ;  it  completes  our  family ;  it 
for  evfer  puts  an  end  to  the  diffenfions  which 
hsLvc  mutually  afflided  us ;  it  accomplifhcs 
the  wifli  of  the  King:  and  the  National 
Aflembly,  or  rather  the  States-General^  will 
nqw  proceed  without  confufion  or  interrup- 
tion to  the  regeneration  of  the  Kingdom 
and  of  public  happinefs^.*' 

Thefe  expreflions  of  peace  and  brotherly 
uriicm  were  heard  with  delight.  The  Order 
^f  iht  Tiers-' Etat,  compofing  alone  the  iVa- 
tioiuil  AJfembly,  and  exerciiing  exclufively  . 
the  fapreme  power,  which  th/^y  had  attached 
tor  that  title,  abdicated  boA,  by  admitting 
thcmiielves  to  be  no  mo«e  than  a  portipn  of 
the  Staies^General  ;^  and  although  M. 
Bodily  had  not  been  fo^inaMy  authorized  by 

his 
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his  colloague^  to  make  that  abdication,  they^ 
certainly  would  rtot  have  difavowed  it ;  and 
it  would  have  become  irrevocable,  if  the 
two  other  Orders  had  infifted  upon  it  as  art 
eflfential  condition  of  their  union :  but  they> 
took  IK)  notice  whatever  of  it.  By  thei© 
filence  it  might  have  been  fufpe6led,  that  all 
agreed  to  prefer  the  title  of  National  Aflem- 
bly  to  that  of  States-General :  but  thefufpi- 
cion  would  have  been  unjuft,  as  the  Clergy^ 
ever  fince  the  27th  of  June,  had  in  a  for-' 
mer  Proteft  infijfted  oil  maintaining  the  dif-^ 
tki^ftion  of  the  three  Orders^  That  Protcft 
was  openly  prefented  to  the.  Affembly  by  tho 
Cardinal  de  Id  Rochefouccmlt^  was  read 
aloud,  delivered  to  M.  Baiify,  and  received 
without  oppefiaon.  The  Archbifhop  olf 
Vienne,  fpeakii^g  in  the  name  of  the  Ecclc-* 
fiaftical  Deputies  who  had  firft  joined  the 
TUrs-Etatj  declared,  that  they  did  not^con-^ 
euriait;rand  Mirabeau  taking  it  up  read  it^ 
aarg^ed  *g*i}ift  it  with  a  tpne  and  gelhircs  of! 
the  greateft  contempt,  and  threw  it  on  the 
table. 

The  Abbe  de  Montefquiou^  far  lefs  con- 
vinced than  dazzled  by  MirahcAu^s  fpccch, 
unfortunately  Ipoke  as  Agent  of  the  Clfergy,- 
and  in  an  embarraffcd  manner  owned  and 

rettafted 
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retraced  the  pretended  error,  which  he  faid 
a  new  light  had  now  difpellcd.  On  this  the 
Archbiftiop  of  Aixj  impelled  by  his  zeal 
for  the  honour  of  the  Clergy,  and  for  the 
prefervation  of  their  principles,  addreffed 
Ae  Affcmbly  in  the  following  terms  : 

•*  Gentlemen,  we  have  affembled  in  the 
Common  Hall,  in  conformity  to^he  King's 
Declaration  *.  In  complying  with  arrange- 
ments, we  do  not  relinquifh  principles.  By 
yielding  on  fome  points  we  do  not  'mean 
to  infringe  others.  The  Orders  may  be 
united  without  being  confounded.  We  may 
confent  to  deliberate  in  common  upon 
objc<5ls  in  common,  without  renouncing 
the  right  that  belongs  to  us  of  delibc- 
lating  in  Orders.  We  yield  to  the  King's 
defire,  which  is  founded  upon  the  volun- 
tary  acceptance  of  his  Declaration  by  the 
Order  of  the  Clergy^.  We  lay  before 
you  the  Refolutions  we  adopted  previoufly 
to  oilr  joining  you.     We  refer  to  the  firft 

•  The  King's  Declaration  in  the  Royal  Sitting  of 
.  June  83,  1789* 

t  The  King's  Letter  to  the  Cardinal  de  la  Rochefou^ 
canity  Prefident  of  the  Order  of  the  Clergy,  dated 
June  27,  1789. 

Article 
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Article  of  the  King^s  Declaration,  by  which 
his  Majejly  dejvres  that  the  ancient  dijlinc* 
tion  ofAhe  three  Orders  of  the  State JhouU 
be  fully  preferved^  as  effential  to  the  con-^ 
ftitution  of  his  Kingdom  *.  We  refer  to 
•the  eighth  Article,  by  which  he  excepts  fuch 
objeBs  as  cannot  be  dif cuffed  in  common^ 
thofc  which  relate  to  the  ancient  and  con^ 
ftitutional  rights  of  the  three  Orders^  the 
form  to  be  given  to  the  next  States-General, 
feudal  andfeigneurial  property,  eccleffiaf 
ticalduesj  and  the  honorary  prerogatives  of 
the  two  frjl  Orders -f.  We  refer  to  the 
ninth  Article,  by  which  it  is  declared,  that 
thefpecial  confent  of  the.  Clergy  is  necef^ 
fary  in  all  difcujions  in  which  religion, 
ecclefiajlical  difcipline,  or  the  fyftem  of 
the  Ecclefiaflical  Orders  and  of  the  fecu^ 
lar  and  regular  Societies  might  be  con^ 
cernedX.  We  do  not  proteft  againft  deli* 
berating  conformably  to  thcfe  arrangements, 
becaufe  it  is  in  conformity  with  thefe  very 
arrangements  that  we  referve  the  right  be^ 
longing  to  the  Clergy^  according  to  the  coi}^ 

*  The  King's  Declaration  of  June  23,  1789. 

+  Idem, 

X  The  King's  Declaration  of  June  23. 

Jlituent 
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fiituent  laws  of  the  Monarchy^  of  ajfem^ 
Ming  and  voting  feparatey*.  We  may 
«vcn  obferve,  that  the  part  of  the  Clergy 
who  left  us,  made  a  refervation  of  the 
di/tindion  of  the  Orders,  and  other  r^- 
fsrvativns  of  rights  -f-.  We  arc  not  foes  to 
harmony  and  union  among  the  Orders,  when 
we  challenge  their  rights,  and  when  we 
make  ufe  of  the  very  rights  we  challenge  t6 
unite  with  you.  We  may  make  ufe  of  them 
to  concur  in  the  views  of  conciliation  which, 
the  King  has  expreffed  to  us  ;  but  toe  nei- 
ther can  nor  will  relinquijh  them  %.  This 
is  the  fubftance  of  the  Proteft  we  have  deli- 
vered to  you ;  and  if  it  be  a  crime,^  it  is  to 
be  imputed  to  our  predeceffors  for  eight 
hundred  years  paft§  :  it  is  to  be  imputed  to 
the  Conftitution  of  the  State  itfelf,  which 
the  King  is  bound  to  maintain  as  well  as  we, 
«id  which  is  not  to  be  deftroyed  by  the  op- 
poiition  of  one  Order. 

♦  Rcfolution  of  the  Older  of  the  Clergy  of  June  27. 

t  Rcfolution  of  a  part  of  the  membeips  of  the.  Clergy, 
of  June  19. 

%  Rcfolution  of  the  Order  of  the  Clergy  of  June  tj. 

§  Diftinftion   of  the    Orders,    under    CharUmagne. 
See  Hincman  '  .        - 

't  You 
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**  You  are  not  to  imagmc,  G«itkm©n, 
that  the  diftindtion  of  the 'Orders  was  «fta- 
blifhed  and  maintained  for  the.advantage-ctf 
the  two  firft.  It  is  of  importance  to  the 
Tters-'Etatf  as  well  as  to  the  Nobility  and 
Clergy.  The  fame  rights  and  powers  are^ 
excrcifed  by  each  Order,  and  it  is  upon  juft 
and  eflential  reafons  that  this  /diftincStion  is 
founded,  for  its  principle  is  in  the  welfare 
of  the  People.  It  arifes  from  no  particukir 
title,  nor  is  it  derived  fr«n  any  period  of 
time.  It  is  not  a  tranfient  kw,  but  it  is 
that  law  of  reafon  which  adjufts  rights  to 
interefts,  and  which  oiight  to  purfue  the  va- 
nity of  them.  When  firft  towps  became 
free,  and  were  privileged  from  all  dominion 
but  that  0/  the  Sovereign,  they  dire<fted  their 
own  affairs.  They  had  their  own  expcnces 
to  bear;  they  exercifed  the  right  of  confent- 
ing  to  their  contributions;  they  appointed 
Deputies  and  Reprefentatives,  and  formed. 
an  Order  in  the  Nation.  The  Lords  of 
Manors  were  at  that  time,  by  the  nature  of 
their  pofleffions,  the  natural  and  neceflfaty 
Reprefentatives  of  their  vaffals.  In  the 
States-Gienetal  they  were  pierfonally,  as  they 
now  are,  by  their  Deputies,  and  as  they  ftill 
are  individually  in  the  Eleftive  Aflfemblies, 
2  the 
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the  protcdlors  of  the  interefls  of  their  vaf- 
ials,  of-thofe  of  the  landed  property,  and  of 
half  the  kingdom.  The  cafe  was  the.  fame 
with  the  Clergy,  who  are  appointed  to  be 
the  teachers  and  minillers  of  religion,  which 
forms  the  common  intereft  of  every  clafs  of 
citizens,  and  who  are  pofleflbrs  of  eftates 
which'  give  them  a  (hare  in  all  the  intcrefts 
of  the  lands.  Thefe  are  the  titles  that  are 
fuperior  to  all  privileges,  the  titles  which 
confer  powers  on  the  two  firft  Orders,  by 
aflbciating  them  for  the  welfare  of  the  Na- 
tion at  large.  No  fingle  Order  can  arrogate 
the  right  of  deftroying  the  titles  of  the  other 
two ;  a  right  which  it  partakes  with  them. 
It  is  only  together^,  and  with  the  Ring's  ap- 
probation, that  the  Orders  can,  I  will  not 
fay  overthrow,  but  make  the  flighteft  alter- 
ation in  the  conAitution.  Nothing  can  be 
done  lawfully  but  by  the  laws  themfelves. 
They  muft  diredt  and  juftify  the  meafures  to 
be  taken  for  their  reform.  They  muft  re- 
gulate the  changes  to  be  made  in  themfelves, 
and  the  laws  declarp,  that  the  opinion  of 
one  Order  cannot  bind  another;  thai  the 
opinion  of  two  Orders  cannot  injure  or  of- 
feB  the  third.  We  are  in  the  prefence  of  each 
other ; — we  may  communicate  our  fentiments 

dif. 
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at  liberty,  and  reap  all  the  advantages  of  dif- 
cuffion.   Is  it  when  the  Orders  are  united  that 
they  are  to  be  more  divided  than  ever  ^  Can 
you  imagine  that  the  Refolutiori  of  one  Order 
alone,  in  which  the  other  two  had  neither 
concurred  •  nor  been  confulted,  is  to   over- 
throw-all their  principles,  and   deftroy   all 
their  powers  ?    The  only  queftion  that  has 
been  yet  difcuffed  is  that  on  the  verification 
of  the  powers.     Why  cannot  this  queftion 
be  examined  and  argued  with  temper  ?  Why 
^  muft  the  people  affemble,  all  the  citizens 
be  in  motion,  difcord  enter  into  every  fo- 
ciety,  and  the  peace  of  the  capital  be  dif- 
turbed?    I  know  not    what    projeds   and 
changes   are   preparing,    though  the  earth 
feems  to  quake  beneath  our  feet.     Is   this 
Common  Hall  then  no  longer,  what  it  ought 
to  be,  a  common  centre  of  mutual  confer- 
ence and  information,  but  an  abyfs  deftined 
for  our  deftrucStion  ?  How  could  the  People 
of  themfelves  be  fenfible  of  the  great  im- 
portance of  this  queftion,  or  rather  of  that 
of  its  intended  confequences  ?    It  relates  to 
np  tax,  to  none  of   the   heavy   duties   by 
which  men  can  be  opprelTed,  nor  to  any  of 
thofe  interefts  by  which  the  People  can  be 
affe<5t€d.     This    queftion   in  itfelf  no  way 
Vol.  I.  O  con- 
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concerns  them;  and  the  utmoft  extent  to 
which  it  can  be  carried  only  relates  to  forms 
of  Government,  which  may  and  which 
fhould  engage  the  attention  of  w^ll-inform- 
ed  men,  but  which  cannot  be  either  known 
or  decided  by  the  multitude.  By  what  mo- 
tives can  they  be  excited  when  there  is  no 
queftion  of  an  objedl  which  they  can 
either  comprehend  or  be  interefted  in  ?  It  is 
well  known  what  mobs  have  aflembled  at 
the  door  of  the  Clergy's  Chamber  for  this 
week  paft.  Murmurs  have  been  inceflantly 
echoed  around  the  Ecclefiaftical  Deputies. 
Some  have  been  infulted.  Why  are  not 
thefe  mifguidcd  people,  who  are  open  to 
every  alarm,  better  inftrudted  ?  Let  them  be 
told  the  truth — let  them  be  thus  addreffed : 

*  Your  fafety,   liberty,    and    property,    are 

*  not  here  concerned.     Thofe  are  oiir  com- 

*  mon  interefts,    on    which   you  need  not 

*  fear  that  any  difpute  will  rife  amongft  us ; 

*  and  when  thofe  rights,  which  are  alfo  the 

*  rights  of  the  members  of  the  two  firft  Or- 

*  ders,  fliall  be  fecured  by  the  concurrence  of 

*  the  three  Orders,  and  of  the  King,  of  what 
-*  importance  to  you  are  difcuflions  and  dif- 

*  tindions,  which  cannot  afFed:  you  ?     Go 

*  home  to  your  families,  and  do  not  meet 
^1  ^  *  in 
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*  in  public  in  this  manner,  to  give  your- 

*  felves  up  to  groundlefs  fears.     What  you 

*  have  to  fear  is  the  exciting  of  commo- 

*  tions  annong  you.     Do  not  injure  your 

*  hopes  by  diforder,  but  enjoy  in  peace  tha 

*  fruits  of  your  ufeful  labours,  aqi^  refpe6t 

*  the  freedom  pf  the  votes  of  your  Repre-^ 

*  fentatives/  This  is  the  language  we 
fliould  fpeak  to  the  People :  w^e  muft  tran- 
quillife  them  by  our  harmony,  and  not  ex-» 
cite  them  to  infurrcdlion  by  our  ftrife ;  and 
if  we  do  not  reftrain  their  firft  movements, 
who  amongft  us  can  forefee  where  they  will 
end?  This  is  one  of  the  firft  fubjedts  w^ 
fhpuld  take  into  confideration,  if  you  wifti 
to  unite  the  Orders,  and  not  to  deftroy  them, 
if  you  wi(h  to  improve  the  Conftitution  by 
reforming  abufes.  We  exprefs  to  you  the 
real  inclinations  of  the  Order  of  the  Clergy* 
Whatever  may  happen,  we  (hall  not  have  to 
reproach  ourfelves  with  having  abandonecj 
the  principles  of  the  Conftitution,  or  negle<3:- 
^d  the  means  of  reconciling  them  with  thp 
King's  intentions  and  the  reftoration  of  pub- 
lic tranquillity." 

The  conduct  of  the  Order  of  the  Nobi- 
lity on  this  occafion  was  not  lefs  worthy  of 
praife*     They  returned  to.  their  own   Hall 

O  2  the 
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the  day  after  the  union  of  the  three  Orders  ; 
continued  to  affemble  there  for  fevei;i  ot 
eight  days  longer,  and  formally  declared,  as 
appears  by  the  minutes  of  their  Sitting, 
«*  That  they  had  gone  into  the  Hall  of  the 
Tiers-Etat  only  in  confideration  of  the 
danger  that  threatened  the  life  of  the  King  ; 
but  that,  as  that  fudden  and  unforefeen  union, 
could  only  be  temporary,  they  ftill  regarded 
themfelves  as  forming  a  feparate  Order, 
and  fhould  continue  in  confequence  to  af- 
femble feparately/*  Their  laft  Sittings  were 
occupied  in  difcuffing  meafures  for  preferv- 
ing  the  title  of  States-General,  the  diftinc- 
tion  of  the  Orders,  and  the  different  Cham- 
bers for  bufinefs,  according  to  the 'ancient 
Conftitiition.  It  was  determined  that  all  in- 
dividual claims  on  this  point  fhould  be  pro- 
hibited, but  that  thofe  of  the  whole  Order 
fhould  be  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  a  Refo- 
lution,  which  the  Prefident  fhould  be  charged 
to  read  in  the  AfTembly  calling  themfelves 
the  National  AfTembly;  that  in  the  mean  time 
a  Protefl  fhould  be  framed,  to  be  made  ufe 
of  fhould  thofc  claims  not  be  admitted ; 
and  that  this  Protefl,  figncd  by  all  the  mem- 
bers who  formed  the  majority  of  the  Nobi- 
lity, fhould,  if  occafion  required,  be  laid  on 

the 
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the  table.  But  before  thefe  two  inftruments 
could  be  prepared,  the  Hall  in  which  the 
Order  held  their  Sittings  was  fhut  up.  They 
could  now  only  affcmble  at  the  hoiife  of 
their  Prefidcnt,  who,  to  avoid  expofing  hira- 
felf  individually,  received  the  members  mor? 
as  company  vifiting  him,  than  as  an  aflem- 
bled  body.  He  urged  the  fear  of  difpleafing 
the  King,  or  of  increafing  the  dangers  of 
his  fituation,  as  objections  againft  all  the 
meafures  that  were  propofed.  However, 
when  the  Refolution  and  the  Proteft  were 
ready,  the  Deputies  of  the  Order  of  the  No-r 
bility  repaired  to  the  Duke  of  Luxemboikrg^s 
houfe,  and  declared  to  him,  in  the  ^rmeft 
manner;  that  they  were  abfolutely  deter-? 
mined  to  fign  and  complete  them.  Th^ 
Duke,  finding  it  would.be  in  vain  to  op* 
pofc,  endeavoured  to  evade  it,  and  with  that 
view  adjourned  the  figning  of  the  two  pa- 
pers till  eight  o'clock  the  next  morning. 
The  Deputies,  X^^pft  of  whom  were  pundlual 
to  the  hour  appointed,  were  as  much  dif- 
ple^fed  as  furprifed  to  learn,  on  their  arrival 
at  the  Duke's,  that  he  had  fet  out  in  the 
morning  as  foon  as  it  was  light,  with  all 
his  family,  for  one  of  his  eftates  a  hundrecl 
leagues  from  F^ris. 

O  3  The 
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The  AiTembly  of  the  Order  being  thus 
diffolved  by  the  abfence  of  its  Prefident  and 
Vice-Prefident,  for  M.  de  Croui  was  alfo  in 
the  country,  it  became  impoflible  to  make 
any  claim  in  i  body,  and  the  progrefs  of  the 
Revolution  left  no  hope  ta  individual  re- 
rtidnftranCes.  In  this  extremity,  the  only  re* 
fource  remaining  was,  to  enter  into  Protefts 
by  Bailiwicks,  and  depofit  them  with  the 
King;  and  this  was  adopted.  But  his  Ma- 
jefty  refufing  to  be  the  depofitary  of  any  adt 
by  which  the  lincerity  of  his  reliance  on 
the  Affembly  could  be  rendered  doubtful, 
they  were  committed  to  the  Count  d*Artois^ 
who  was  pleafed  to  receive  them.  They 
are  proofs  of  the  fpirit  of  the  Order  of  the 
Nobility,  of  their  attachment  tq  the  ancient 
Conftitution  of  the  Kingdom,  and  of  their 
refiftance  of  the  violent  enterprifes  of  the 
Order  of  the  Tiers-Etat. 

In  order  to  explain  and  fet  a  juft  value  on 
the  condudt  of  the  two  firft  Orders  on  many 
occafions,  it  is  neceflary  to  know,  that  the 
King,  whom  the  Minifters  were  perpetually 
affuring  that  the  only  means  of  fupporting 
the  Government  was  popularity,  thought  he 
fliould  render  himfelf  more  popular  by 
avoiding  all  communication,  dire(5t  or  indi- 

reft. 
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red:,  with  the  members  of  the  Clergy  and 
Nobility.  The  confequence  was,  that  they 
always  went  to  the  Affembly  without  being 
prepared  or  informed  of  what  was  going  to 
pafs,  and  that  they  were  frequently  filent 
during  the  moft  important  debates,  from  the 
apprehenfion  of  oppofing  the  King's  views ; 
and  this  was  the  reafon  of  their  not  remon- 
ftrating  againft  the  title  of  National  Affem- 
hly^  although  they  forefaw  all  the  confe- 
quences  of  it.  The  efFedt  of  a  new  word, 
in  times  of  Revolution^  is  beyond  all  calcu- 
lation. It  was  not  through  modefty,  but  po- 
licy, that  Cromwell,  who  had  need  of  unli- 
mited power  to  maintain  his  ufurpation,  pre- 
ferred the  title  of  Protedor  to  that  of  King. 
The  limits  of  the  Royal  authority  were 
known  :  that  of  Protedor  never  having  had 
jmy,  he  might  ?xtend  them  as  he  thought 
proper, 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


Joy  of  the  People  —  Illuminations  — 
Defedion  of  the  Troops — Some  French 
Guards  confined  in  the  Prifon  of 
the  Abbaye  fet  at  Liberty  by  the 
People — Condud  of  the  Ajfembly  —  A 
Letter  from  the  King — Burlefque  Sit^ 
ting  of  Patriots  at  the  Palais-Royal — 
Deputation  from  the  Paris  EleElors-^^ 
Rapid  Progrefs  of  the  Spirit  of  Infur^ 
redion — Arrival  of  Troops  in  the  Champ 
de  Mars,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Paris — Marfhal  Broglio  GeneraliJJimo — 
His  Regulations — Abfurd  alarm — The 
Soldiers  carejfed  by  the  People ,  and  the 
Officers  infulted — Speech  from  Mirabeau 
, — Addrefs  to  the  King — Deputation--^ 

His 
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His  Majejlfs  anfwer — Dif content  and 
Manczuvresofthe  FaElious — Mr.  Necker's 
Imprudence — Duke  of  Orleans. 

When  the  news  of  the  union  of  the 
three  Orders  was  known  at  Verfailles,  the 
People,  tranfported  with  joy,  flocked  to 
the  Courts  of  the  Palace,  crying  out  for 
the  King  and  Queen.  Their  Majefties  fhow- 
ed  themfelves  at  one  of  the  balconies  of  the. 
Marble  Court,  and  their  condefcenfion  was 
repaid  by  the  moft  lively  and  unanimous  ac- 
clamations of  ^*  Vive  ,le  Roi!^* — **  Vive  la 
Reine/*^  That  unfortunate  Princefs  melted 
into  tears,  nor  could  the  King  reftrain  his 
own. 

When  their  Majefties  left  the  balcony, 
the  moft  unthinking  part  of  the  populace, 
incapable  of  retaining  the  mild  and  pure  im- 
preflions  which  this  aff^edting  fcene  tnuft 
have  made  upon  them,  haftened  to  forget 
them  under  the  windows  of  Mr.  Necker^ 
to  whom  they  offered  the  grofs  incenfe  of 
their  benedidlions.  To  him  was  afcribed 
not  only  all  that  the  King  had  faid  and  done 
to  accelerate  the  union  of  the  Orders,  but 
alfo  the  alarm  that  had  been  given  to  the 
Count  d^Artois   refpeding    the    pretended 

danger 
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danger  with  which  the  King*s  life  was 
threatened,  and  which  h^d  determined  his 
Royal  Highncfs  to  write  the  letter  that  he 
had  fent  to  the  Marquis  de  LaqueuilU. 
Some  parties  went  alfo  to  render  the  fame 
homage  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  M.  Bailly^ 
and  M.  de  Montmorin,  the  laft  of  whom 
was  confidered  as  the  heft  friend  Mr.  Necker 
had  in  the  Council. 

The  whole  night  was  fpent  in  illu* 
minations  and  rejoicings.  In  almoft  every 
ftreet  there  were  bonfires,  and  dances,  in 
which  the  populace  and  town's-people  were 
feen  joining  with  the  French  and  Swifs 
Guards,  the  Dragoons,  and  Huflars.  The 
capital  was  alfo  illuminated,  to  celebrate 
this  Revolutionary  Union,  which  altered  the 
characters  to  be  fupported  by  the  three  Or- 
ders, or  rather  which  funk  the  two  firft  in 
the  third. 

The  defecStion  which  had  already  appear- 
ed in  feveral  regiments  now  fpread  very  ra* 
pidly.  It  particularly  broke  out  moft  fcan- 
daloufly  and  fatally  among  the  French 
Guards,  The  Gardes  du  Corps  themfelves, 
fo  renowned  for  their  bravery  and  fidelity, 
feemed  for  a  moment  infed:ed  with  the 
mania  of  the  new  opinions ;  but   this   was 

foon 
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foon  retrieved,  and  buried  in  oblivion  by 
their  fubfequent  heroifm. 

The  People,  impatient  to  aflift  in  exer- 
cifing  the  power  their  Reprefentatives  had 
pow  gained  by  the  union  of  the  three  Or- 
ders, were  not  flow  in  fignalifing  their  fo- 
vereignty  by  the  moft  criminal  excefTes ;  and 
the  good  city  of  Paris  was   the  firfl:  to  fet 
the  example.     On  the  30th  of  June,  about 
half  after  fix  in  the  evening,  a  perfon  paflf^ 
ing  the  Cafe  de  Foi  threw  a   letter  among 
the    crowd  of   patriots   and   loungers  who 
were  holding  their  Sitting  at  the  coffee-houfe, 
and  difappeared  in  an  inftant.     The  letter 
was  opened  and  read  :  it  was   frpm  eleven 
of  the  French  Guards,  whom  their  officers 
had  fent  to   the  prifon  of  the  Abbaye  St. 
Germain^  for  having  refufed  to  join  in  dif- 
perfing  the  mobs  that  had  colledled  at  Ver- 
failles,  particularly  thofe   which   had   befet 
the  Archbilhop  of   Paris  at   the  houfe  of 
the  Miffion.     Thefe  rebellious  foldiers,  in* 
ftead  of  rejoicing  at  not  having  been  punifli*. 
cd  fo  feverely  as  they  deferved,  had  the  im- 
pudence to  pretend  that  they  were  vidims 
to  their  patriotifm,  and  faid  that  the  next 
night  they  were  to  be  removed  to  Bidtre^ 
■'  a   place,'*   they  obferved    in   the  letter, 

**  defigned 
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**  defigned  for  vile    rogues,    and  not   for 
**  brave  fellows  like  us/* 

A  young  man  who  had  heard  the  letter 
read  went  immediately  into  the  garden  of  the 
Palais-Royal,  mounted  a  chair,  and  thus 
addreffed  a  great  crowd  that  in  an  inftant 
gathered  about  him :  **  Gentlemen,  the 
brave  foldiers  who  fpared  the  blood  of  our 
fellow-citizens  at  Verfailles  are  confined  in 
the  Abbaye  ;  and  if  we  do  not  fly  to  deliver 
them,  they  may  in  a  few  hours  be  deprived 
of  their  exiftence." 

This  produced  all  the  effed:  intended  by 
the  fpeaker.  His  hearers  one  and  all  cried 
out,  **  To  the  Abbaye  !  —  to  the  Abbaye! 
We  will  bring  them  to  you  in  lefs  than  an 
hour  ! "  This  band  as  they  went  along  were 
re-enforced  by  all  the  young  men  and  townf- 
men  they  met ;  fo  that  when  they  got  to  the 
Abbaye  their  number  amounted  to  about  4000 
men,  a  great  many  of  whom  where  armfed 
with  axes,  crows,  clubs,  and  large  hammers, 
which  they  had  taken  from  fliops  in  their 
way. 

Thie  prifon  gates  were  foon  forced,  and 
all  the  prifoners  fet  at  liberty,  and  led  in 
triumph  to  the  Patais-Royal,  about  half  af- 
ter nine  o'clock.     Juft  as  they  were  leaving 

the 
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iht  Abbaye^  a  company  of  Dragoons  and 
another  of  Huflars  came  upon  them  full 
gallop,  with  fabres  drawn,  as  if  they  in- 
tended to  difperfe  the  crowd ;  but  the  peo- 
ple laying  hold  of  their  bridles,  the  foldiers 
at  the  fame  inftant  returned  their  fabres  into 
their  fcabbards,  and  took  off  their  helmets 
in  token  of  peace  j  upon  which  wine  was 
brought  to  them,  and  they  drank  to  the 
health  of  the  King  and  of  the  Nation. 

The  prifoners  were  received  at  the  Palais- 
Royal  with  acclamations,*  and  the  moft  cla- 
morous tranfports  of  joy.  They  were  re- 
galed with  fupper  on  a  table  laid,  in  the 
garden,  and  camp-beds  were  carried  to  'the 
.  Theatre  of  the  Varietes,  where  they  flept, 
guarded  by  a  great  number  of  citizens!  The 
next  day  lodgings  were  taken  for  them  at  an 
hotel  *  adjoining  the  Palais-Royal,  and 
their  deliverers  difpatched  a  Deputation  of 
twenty  perfons  to  the  National  Aflembly  to 
place  them  under  their  protection .  The  firft 
ftep  taken  by  thefe  Deputies  on  arriving  at 
Yerfailles  was  to  write  to  M .  Bailly,  to  in- 
form him,  **  that  they  were  fent  by  the 
Public  to  give  him  an  account  of  the  affair 

*  L 'Hotel  de  Geneve. 

of 
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of  the  prifoners  of  the  Abbaye^  and  to  con-» 
fer  upon  it  with  the  National  Aflembly,  to 
tvhom  they  wifhed  to  jyrefent  a  petition- 
In  a  poftfcript  they  added—**  Excufe,  Sir, 
the  dijhabille  in  which  we  appear ;  but, 
forced  to  come  away  in  hafte,  we  had  not 
time  to  think  of  fo  trifling  a  circumftance, 
and  under  our  plain  clpthes  we  have  all 
French  hearts/* 

This  Deputation,  or  rather  thefc  Envoys 
from  Paris ^  for  fo  were  they  called,  were 
not  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe ;  but 
their  letter  to  M.  Bailly  was  read  to  the  Af- 
fembly,  who  fpent  the  whole  Sitting  in  dif- 
cuffing  what  was  to  be  done  on  the  occafion. 
At  length,  after  many  motions  and  much 
debating,  the  following  Refolution  was 
adopted  : 

**  In  reply  to  the  perfons  come  from  Paris, 
the  Prefident  fhall  fay,  that  they  are  to  re- 
turn to  that  city  with  entreaties  for  peace  and 
union,  which  alone  can  fecond.the  inten- 
tions of  the  National  Affembly,  and  the  la- 
bours to  which  they  devote  themfelves  for 
the  public  happinefs. 

**  The  National  Aflembly  bewail  the  trou- 
bles with  which  the  city  of  Paris  is  at  this 
time  agitated,  and,  by  imploring  the  King's 

cle- 
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clemency  towards  the  perfoos  who  tnay  be 
guilty,  they  mean  to  fct  an  example  of  the 
moft  profound  refpcdt  for  the  Royal  autho- 
rity, on  which  depends  the  fafety  of  the 
Empire.  They  therefore  conjure  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  capital  to  return  immediately  to 
order,  suid  to  imprefs  on  their  minds  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  peace,  which  can  alone  enfure  the 
infinite  advantages  that  France  is  on  the 
point  of  reaping  from  the  voluntary  union 
of  all  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation. 

*'  A-  Deputation  (hall  be  fent  to  the  King 
to  inform  him  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Na- 
tional Affembly,  and  to  befeech  him  to  cm- 
ploy,  for  the  rcftoration  of  order,  the  infal- 
lible means  of  clemency  and  raildnefs,  which 
are  fo  natural  to  his  heart,  and  of  confi- 
dence, which  his  good  fubjeds  will  ever 
deferve.** 

In  this  Refolution  we  ftill  recognife  traces 
of  refpe<3:  for  the  King;  but  we  alfo  obferye 
with  what  condefcenfion,  or,  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  with  what  art,  the  Affembly  rather  ^^- 
icoail  the  troubles  that  agitate  the  capital  than 
exprefs  indignation  at  them,  and  mention 
the  authors  of  them  not  ^s  guilty ,  but  only 
as  perfons  who  may  be  guilty.  It  is  true 
that   thofc  perfons  were  the  Palais-Royal 

Patriots, 
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Patriots,  who  had  already  dubbed  thcmfelvcs 
THR  NATION,  atid  who  by  that  titk  had  fa 
much  the  more  right  to  the  attentions  of  the 
Aflembly,  as  their  fupport  might  become 
very  ufeful  to  them  on  many  occafions  caiiJy 
forefeen.  It  was  this  fuperior  confidera- 
tion,  no  doubt,  that  prevented  them  from 
perceiving  how  abfurd  it  was  to  befeech  the 
King  to  employ,  for  the  reftoration  of  order, 
the  infallible  means  of  clemency .  .  It  is  riia- 
nifeft,  in  fadt,  that  clemency,  far  from  being 
an  infallible  means  to  fupprefs  fedition, 
cannot  be  regarded  or  have  exiftence  as  any 
thing  like  a  means,  till  after  the  fedition  is 
quelled ;  then  the  King  may,  according  to  his 
judgment,  ufe  clemency  towards  the  dif- 
turbers  of  public  order  ;  but  this  means  is 
the  very  reverfe  of  being  infallible  in  the 
prevention  of  new  troubles. 

Eight  members  of  the  Tiers-Etat,  and 
four  of  each  of  the  other  two,  compofed 
the  Deputation  charged  with  prefenting  the 
Refolution  to  the  King,  The.Archbifhop 
of  Paris  was  appointed  their  Speaker.  His 
Majefty,  afFefted  by  what  M.  de  Juigne  * 
faid  to  him,  alked  for  the  Refolution,  and, 

*  De  Juigni  was  the  Archbifliop's  name. 

2  having 
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having  read  it,  made  the  following  ahfwer 
to  the  Deputation : 

*'  Your  Refolutioti  is^  verjr  |)rudent*'  I 
approve  .Whit  the  Affembly  of  the  States-- 
General  have  done ;  and  While  they  continue 
to  place  confidence  iii  me,  I  hope  that  all 
will  go  well.  I  will  inform  yoti  of  my  de- 
termination/* 

The  next  day,  July  2d,  the  King  fent  a 
letter  to  the  Archbifliop  of  Paris  in  thefc 
terms  :  **  I  have  obtained  an  fexacSt  account, 
my  Coufin,  of  all  thit  pallfed  in  the  evening 
of  the  30th  of  June.  The  violence  iifed  to 
fet  the  prifoners  of  the  Abbaye  free  is  infi- 
nitely blameable;  and  all  the  Orders,  all 
bodies  of  men,  all  peaceable  citizens  are  in- 
terefted  in  the  higheft  degree  to  maintain 
the  full  energy  of  the  laws,  on  which  refts 
the  protedtion  of  public  tranquillity.  I 
Ihall,  however,  in  this  inftance,  when  or- 
der is  reftored,  yield  to  the  dictates  of  mercy^ 
and  I  hope  I  ftiall  have  no  reafon  to  reproach 
myfelf  for  my  clemency,  as  it  is. for  the  firft 
time  befought  by  the  Affembly  of  the  Re- 
prefentatives  of  the  Nation  ;  but  I  do  not 
doubt  that  that  Affembly  will  attach  equal, 
nay  fuperior  importance  to  the  fuccefs  of  all 
the  meafures  which  I  am  taking  to  reflrore 

Vol.  I.  P'  order 
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order  in  the  capital.  The  fpirit  of  licen-^ 
tioufncfs  and  diforder  is  deftrucftive  of  all 
hflppinefs  j  and  if  it  gains  ground,  not  only 
the  peace  of  all  the  citizens  would  be  mo- 
lefted,  and  their  confidence  fliaken,  but,  in 
the  end,  perhaps  the  generous  labours  to 
which  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation  arc 
devoting  themfelves  may  be  confidered  of  no 
value.  Communicate  my  letter  to  the  States- 
General,  and  be  affured  yourfelf,  my  Coufin, 
of  my  elleem.** 

This  letter  and  the  King's  anfwer,  of 
which  the  Archbifliop  of  Paris  gave  an  ac- 
count to  the  Aflembly,  were  applauded  by 
the  greater  part  of  the  members,  who  ex^ 
prefled  their  acknowledgment  by  the  cry  of 
*'  Vive  le  Roi  P*  But  the  words  States-Ge^ 
neralj  ufed  in  his  Majefty's  letter,  and  in 
his  verbal  reply  to  the  Deputation,  provoked 
a  certain  number  of  Deputies,  who,  not  fa- 
tisfied  in  with-holding  their  applaufe,  main- 
tained that  the  expreflion  which  had  pul  thenx 
out  of  humour  had  never  come  from  the 
King^s  lips  ;  but  the  members  of  the  Depu- 
tation declared,  that  the  account  given  by 
the  Archbifliop  of  Paris  was  literally  exad:^ 
and  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  it,  as  the 
King  had  ufed  the  fame  expreflion  in  the 
1  letter 
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letter  written  ^ith  his  own  hand.  At  all 
events,  the  words  States-GeTieral  were  fup- 
preiTed  in  the  minute  of  this  fitting,  and  in 
mofl  of  the  Journals.  It  is  to  be  obferved^ 
^  that  none  of  the  members  of  the  Affembljr 
entered  any  proteft  againft  this  piece  of 
forgery. 

While  this  weighty  bufinefs  engaged  the 
attention '  of  the  States-General  and  of  the 
Council,  the  eleven -French  Guards,  who 
were  compelled  to  be  conftantly  at  the  win- 
dows pf  the  hotel  where  they  were  lodged, 
in  orc^er  to  gratify  the  curiofity  of  the  Peo- 
ple, were  receiving  the  bounty  of  the  fpec- 
tators  in  balkets  fufpended  by  ribbons  ;  and 
at  the.  fame  time  the  Palais-Royal  Patriots, 
waiting  news  of  their  deputation,  were^ 
holding  a  moft  tumultuous  and  burlefque 
fitting  near  the  Circus,  in  which  all  tlie 
orators  fpeaking  at  once  made  themfelves 
hoarfe  with  bawling  out  naotions  which  no-* 
body  heard.  '*  Will  you  follow  us  to  Ver- 
failles,  XSentlemen?'*  cried  one  of  them 
with  the  voice  of  a  Stentor.  •'  Yes  !  yes  ! 
to  Verfailles  !-r-toVer failles  I/'  was  the  an- 
fwer ;  arid  they  were  going  to  fet  ojSf  for 
Verfailles,  when  another  orator  with  iron* 
lijngs  roared  out — **  Ho!  what  are  we  go- 
P  2  ing 
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ing  to  do  there  }'' — **  Going  to  do  !**  replied 
the  former ;  **  to  afk  the  King  not  to  let  the 
military  cheft  of  the^  French  Guards  be  any 
longer  in  the  hatids  of  fcoundrels,  but  to  or- 
der it  to  be  left  to  the  care  of  the  Serjeants, 
and  not  of  .the  Officers/'  This  propofition 
was  received  with  fuch,  loud  and  continued 
burfts  of  laughter,  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
take  it  into  cohfideration.  The  propofer  be- 
ing urged  by  perfons  about  him  to  put  an 
end  to  the  laughing,  called  out — **  Gentle- 
men, I  move  that  it  be  refolved  by  this 
auguft  AiTembly,  that  he  who  does  not  keep 
iilence  fliall  immediately  be  baflinadoed/^ 
The  auditors,  fearing  left  this  motion  fhould 
be  executed  even  before  it  was  debated, 
fcampered  all  away,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
fitting. 

However  minlite  thefe  details  may  appear, 
they  are  neverthelefs  neceflary,  to  lliow 
what  was,  from  the  very  beginning,  the 
weaknefs  and  timidity  of  the  Government  in 
preferring  the  Royal  authority,  the  au- 
dacity with  which  it  Was  attacked,  the 
means  lifed  by  the  fa61:ious,  and  the  kind 
of  men  they  crnployed  as  their  principal 
agents* 

The  Aflenibly  of  the  Eledots   of  Paris, 

who 
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who  flill  conrinued  their  meetings,  hearing 
that  the  King  had  made  the  return  of  the 
eleven  French  Guards  to  prifon  the  condi- 
tion of  their  pardon,  refolved  that  a  depu- 
tation of  twenty-four  of  their  members 
Ihould  be  difpatched  to- Verfailles,  and  not 
return  without  the  pardon  for  the  foldiers, 
who  had  furrendered  themfelves  at  the 
prifon  of  the  Abbaye :  but  his  Majefty  be- 
ing informed  of  this  refolution  fent  the 
pardon  as  foon  as  their  furrender  was  known, 
and  before  this  deputation  Arrived  at  Vcrr 
failles. 

This  adt  of  clemency,  which  the  Affem- 
bly  coniidered  as  an  infallible  means  of  re- 
ftoring  order,  produced  the  contrary  efFedl. 
The  audacity  of  the  fadious  and  the  fer- 
ment of  the  People  from  that  moment  in- 
creafed  rapidly,  and  in  the  moft  alarming 
manner.  Bands  of  plunderers,  fuch  as  are 
always  feen  aflembling  or  fuddenly  appear- 
ing wherever  diforder  prevails,  excited  in- 
furredjtions  in  all  the  principal  towns,  on^thc 
grounds  of  real  or  pretended  fcarcity.  The 
crowds  at  the  Palais-Royal  became  daily- 
more  numerous,  and  ^heir  motions  more  in- 
flammatory.  It  has  never  been  fiiUy  afcer- 
jained  who  defrayed  the  expenccs  of  all  their 

P  3  feditious 
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fcditious  commotions ;  but  certain  it  is  they 
were  paid  for :  this  at  lead  I  can  atteft,  that 
two  perfons  of  my  acquaintance,  going  out 
df  the  Palais-Royaly  whither  they  had  been 
led  to  mix  in  the  crowds  from  curiofity  to 
hear  the  motions,  found  in  their  pocketa 
two  fix-livres  pieces  wrapt  up  in  paper,  on 
which  thefe  words  were  written :  **  -Be  one 
of  us,  and  you  fhall  never  want  money/' 
If  fuch  were  the  pay  of  mere  hfteners, 
how  much  higher  muft  the  more  confiden- 
tial agents,  the  propofers  of  motions  and 
others,  have  been  rewarded  ! 

It  was  in  thefe  circumftances  that  the 
King,  convinced  that  the  only  means  of  re- 
ftoring  tranquillity  to  the  capital  was  the 
prefence  of  a  military  force  fufEcient  to  awe 
the  movers  of  fedition,  ordered  feveral  re- 
giments to  march  towards  Paris.  Three 
wet-e  encamped  on  the  Champ  de  Mars,  and 
the  others  ftationed  at  La  Muette,  Pafly, 
Seves,  St.  Denis,  and  other  villages.  Mar- 
flial  Broglio  was  fummoned  to  Verfailles^ 
and  appointed  Commander  in  chief  of  the 
forces  afTembled  in  the  Ifle  of  France. — 
He  pofted  artillery  in  all  the  avenues  to  Ver-. 
.failles,  and  ordered  conftant  patrols  of  fuf- 
ficient  force  to  proted:  the  Palace  from  in- 

fult. 
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fait.  The  fight  of  the  cannon,  and  the 
motion  of  the  trDops,  ftill  more  provoked 
and  alarmed  the  People,  and  alfo  the  greater 
number  of  the  Deputies.  Their  apprehen- 
fions  appeared  by  the  letters  with  which 
they  deluged  ^thc  capital  and  provinces,  and 
in  which  they  charged  the  Miniftry  with 
the  maddefl-  defigns  againft  the  Aflembly ; 
fuch  as  of  fking  red-hot  balls  upon  the  Hall 
of  the  States,  of  blowing  it  up  with  bar- 
rels of  gunpowder,  and  the  like.  The  lead- 
ers at  the  PaLais-Royal  now  talked  only  of 
repelling  force  by  force,  and  of  embodying 
and  arming  the  citizens  to  oppofe  the  nti- 
litary.  At  the  fame  time  every  pofliblc 
means  was  made  ufe  of  to  corrupt  the  fol- 
diers  ;  thofe  who  came  and  mixed  with  the 
People  were  loaded  with  careffes,  while  the 
officers  were  always  groflly  infulted  when 
they  appeared  at  the  Palais-Royal. 

July  8.  At  this  critical  jundure,  Count 
Mirabeau^  who  no  doubt  had  his  rcafons  for 
being  more  alarmed  than  any  other,  rofe  ab- 
ruptly In  the  middle  of  a  debate,  and  addref. 
fed  the  Aflerably  in  the  following  fpeech  : 

•*  Very  powerful  muft  be  the  motive 
that  could  prevail  on  me  to  interrupt  the 
debate  j  but  you  will  pardon  my  ardour,  as  the 

P  4  danger 
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danger  I  rife  to  give  notice  of  threatens  at 
once  the  liberty  of  the  Nation  and  of  the 
St^tes-GcnpraJ^  and  myolyes  the  fafety  of 
the  Throne. 

'^  I  have  fcarcely  had  time  to  colleiSt  jny 
idc^s,  but  your  knowledge  will  fupply  my 
deficiencies. 

**  Six  days  ago  you  entered  into  a  Refolu- 
tipp  to  invoke  the  King's  cleiT>ency,  and  to 
befeech  hjm  ^o  employ  mild  meaps  in  pr^ 
der  to  reftore  tranquillity  to  the  capital. 

"  The  King  declared,  that  he  thought 
your  Refolutioii  fqU  of  Avifcjom*  Hi?  an- 
fwer  contains^  thijj    remarkable  expreffion, 

*  \\fhile  you  have  confidence  in  n%e  all  will 

*  gg  roelL'  The  King  dfterwa^ds  declared, 
iij  a  letter  to  the  Archhifhop  -of  Paris,  that 
as  foon  as  the  prifoners  had  furrendered  he 
•would  be  guided  only  by  his  cleniency. 

**  Thofe   expreflipns,    full  of  comfort  * 
raifed  confidence  and  feftpred  tranquillity. 
^  *f  The  letter  concluded  with  announcing, 
that  the  King  was  going  to  take  meafures  to 
prevent  commotions. 

**  From  this  we  might  have  been  tempted 
tp  confider  what  meafures  they  might  be. 
Doubt  and  anxiety  would  have  been  the  firft 
emotions,  and  thofe  would  have  led  us  to 

befeech 
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befcech  his  Majefly  to  explaio  what  thofe 
meafures  were. 

f*  I  fhould  myfelf  have  made  a  motion 
upon  that  fubje<5l,  had  I  not,  by  reading  over 
and  over  again  thofe  expreffions  full  of 
goodnefs  which  had  flowed  from  the  King^s 
fenfibility,  been  fully  fatisfied  with  them. 

f*  But  what  has  been  the  fequel  of  this 
moderation  by  which  we  have  been  lulled 
to  fleep  ? 

**  In  thefe  moments  of  flumber,  troops 
have  been  collected,  train?  of  artillery 
brought  up,  regiments  are  on  their  march, 
five-and-thirty  thoufand  men  are  already  ar- 
rived, and.  twenty  thoufand  more  are  ex- 
pc(3:ed. 

**  The  communications  are  all  fcized  up- 
on; the  highways,  pafTes,  bridges,  all  in- 
tercepted— our  very  walks  are  no  longer 
fr^ :  fccret  preparations,  dark  and  gloomy 
dcfigns,  are  all  we  hear  of. 

*'  Was  it  not  enough  that  the  fanftuary 
of  Liberty  had  been  ftained?  Was  it  not 
enough,  that  the  want  of  attention,  to  the 
indifpenfable  conveniences  requifite  for  all 
ranks  and  all  men  had  marked  a  degrading 
contempt  for  the  maje%  of  the  Nation? 
Was  it  not  enough  that  the  Deputies  had 

been 
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beca  treated  like.  ftroUing  players,  whofc 
barn  the  grand  mafter  metamorphofe  at  his 
picafure  ?  But  muft  the  military  tnsiin  of 
dcfpotifm  fprcad  darm  through  the  whole 
nation-^give  them,  if  I  may  {o  fay,  the 
fignal  of  civil  war,  and  infult.  them  in  their 
Reprefcntatives  ? 

**  And  were  we  alone  concerned,  would 
it;  not  be  proper  that  we  fhould  be  treated 
with  a  civility  worthy  the  Nation  we  re- 
prcfent? 

•*  Is  it  forgotten  that  the  King  is  re- 
fpcdable  in  proportion  as  the  Nation  is  re- 
fpe<3:ed  ?  Is  it  forgotten  that  he  wifties  to 
govern  only  free  men?  And  is. he  to  be  con- 
demned to  the  cruel  condition  of  defpots, 
woefully  doomed  never  to  know  the  fweet 
fenfation  of  confidence  ? 

/*  Meafures  like  thefe  arc  not  waited  to 
reftore  tranquillity — ^it  is  reilored  ;  but,  ad- 
mitting the  commotions  to  be  true,,  what 
need  is  there  for  a. camp  at  Verfailles,  for  a 
camp  imder  the  walls  of  the  capital,  for 
parks  of  artillery  on  the  plains,  the  roads, 
the  bridges,  and  in  the  gardens  ? 

"  The  People  fhow  figns  of  great  difor- 

der ;  the  gates  of  a  prifon  are  forced,  and 

prifoners  delivered  from  their  irons :  but  an 

:  aa 


^(3:  of  clemency  puts  a  ftop  to  the  ger^rBJi 
turbulence;  the  people  difperfc,  order  ict 
reftpr^  and  the  prisoners  refume  their 
irons.  In  a  word,  the  King's  goodnef?  cf^ 
fedted  what  the  cannon  of  armies  long  ex^ 
perienced  in  the  military  art,  and  led  by 
vidtorious  Generals,  could  not  have  ac- 
complifhed. 

**  Never  had  the  People  more  reafon  to 
be  fatisfied  than  at  this  moment.  They  have 
in  view  happinefs,  the  regeneration  of  their 
laws,  and  the  reform  of  abufes  under  which, 
they  have  long  groaned.  Their  wiflies  and;, 
their  hopes  centre  in  this  Affembly.  Nor 
did  this  pretended  infurredlion,  which  is  tp 
be  quelled  by  numerous  armies,  begin  be- 
fore the  military  retinue  of  the  Royal  Sit^ 
ting  had  every  where  fpread  apprehenfion 
and  terror.  It  was  not  till  the  People  had 
feen  their  Deputies  in  danger  that  they-mani- 
fefted  their  indignation.^ 

**  But  of  what  life  are  thefe  arms  and  this- 
artillery,  that  every  moment  thre^n  our 
heads?  Is  it.fuppofed  that  the  foldier  will 
turn  aflaffin  at ,  the  nod  of  his  leaders?  Are 
the  advifers  of  thefe  difaftrojus  m^fures  fure. 
of  conftaijtly  maintaming  military  rigour?. 
Can  they  degrade  the  French  fojdiers  ib Jow. 

as 
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as  to  make  them  the  mere  paflivc  minifters 
of  their  furj  ?  Is  it  imagined  that  they  will 
be  fimple  machines  ?  and  that  they  will  not 
perceive  that;  they  are  cutting  the  throats  of 
their  brothers,  theif  relations,  and  their 
friends  ?  ^ 

*'  Or  is  'it  to  infult,  to  difhonour  them^ 
that  hordes  of  barbarians,  thirfting  for 
French  bjood,  and  waiting  but  to  fhed  it, 
are  fummpned  from-  the  receffes  of  the 
north  ?  Is  it  to  relieve  the  mifery  of  the 
People  that  they  are  called  to  difpute  with  us 
a  fcanty  remainder,  of  food,  fcarcely  enough 
to  avert  famine  for  a  few  hours  Jrom  our- 
fcive^  ? 

**  Thq^*  confideration  of  thefe  circura-r 
ftances,  of  which  I  have  given  a  very  hafty 
{ketch,  calls  upon  me,  in  ponicience,  rcafon, 
and  duty,  to  move — 

•*  '  That  an  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  th^  • 
King,  fhowing  to  his  Majefty  the  great  ap- 
prelienfions  that  have  arifen  in  the  AflTem- 
bly,  from  the  liberty  that  has  been  lately 
taken,  in  his  name,  to  colled  about  the  ca- 
pital and  Verfailles  a  train  of  artillery,  and  nu- 
iperous  corps  of  military,  foreign  as  well  as 
national,  fome  of  which  are  already  cantoned 
in  the  nfeighbouring  villages,  and  are  about 

to 
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to  form  feve^al  camps  in  the  environs  of 
the  two  towns. 

**  ^  That  it  be  reprefented  to  the  King, 
that  thefe  meafures  are  not  only  oppofite  to 
the  gracious  intentions  of  his  Majefty  for 
relieving  his  fubjedts,  on  the  unfortunate 
occafion  of  the  dearth,  but  contrary  alfo  to 
^  jthe  liberty  and  honqur  of  the  National 
Affembly,  and  calculated  to  deftroy  that 
confidence  between  the  King  and  his  Peo- 
ple, which  forms  the  glory  andfafety  of  the 
Monarchy,  which  alone  can  fecure  the 
peacfe  of  the  Kingdom,  and  at  length  pro- 
cure for  the  Nation  the"  inefttimable  fruits 
which  they  expeft  from  the  labours  .  and 
zeal  of  this  Affembly. 

**  *  That  his  Majefty  be  moft  refpedtfully 
entreated  to  remove  the  fears  of  his  faithful 
fubjetfts,  by  giving  neceffary  orders  for  put- 
•  ting  an  immediate  ftop  to  thofe  meafures, 
equally  ufelefs,  dangerous,  and  alarming, 
and  for  the  fpeedy  removal  of  the  troops 
and  train  of  artillery  l?ack  to  the  places 
whence  they  were  called. 

**  *  And  as  it  may  be  proper,  in  confer 
quence  of  the  difturbance  and  dread  which 
tl^tfe  meafures  have  created  in  the  minds  of 
thes  Peoplp,  to  provide  for  the  ipaintenanCe 

of 
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of  the  peace,  his  Majefty  fhall  be  efatreafett 
to  give  orders- that,  in  the  two  ckies'of  Paris 
and  Verfailles,  there  be  forthwith  raifed 
bourgeois  guards,  who  under  cbitimand  d£ 
the  King  will  be  fally  fufficient  foJr  the 
purpofe,  wrthout  augmenting  about  'Aefe 
towns,  already  opprefffcd  with  the  cklai- 
mities  of  fcarcity,  the  number  0f  cJOn*-  - 
fumers/'^* 

This  motiofi  made  a  very  ftrgng  impref- 
fidn  on  the  Affembly,  arid  was  adoptifd  al- 
moft  unanimoufly,  except  the  article*  illa- 
tive to  the  eftablifhment  of  ^  bourgeois 
giaard.  A  Committee  was  appbihted  id 
draw  up  without  dday  the  Addfefs  to  the 
King;  and  Mirabeau  offering  one  which 
he  had  already  prepared,  it  was  adopted  with 
fome  flight  changes.  This  artM  AddiTEifs, 
to  which  the  fatal  error  of  the  majority  of 
the  Affembly,  and  of  the  Nation  itfdf,  mi^ 
be  afcribed,  was  not  the  Work  of  a  few  nib^ 
mcnts^  whatever^  Mirabeau  might  fay :  ^d 
have  but  to  read  it  to  be  convinced  that  it 
was  very  profoundly  confidered ; 

**  You  haVe  iflVited  the  l»Jjftiohal  AfT^m- 
bly  to  repofe  its  confidence  in  you>  which 

was" 
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was  meeting  its  deareft  Y^ifkes.  We  are 
come  to  ftate  our  alarm  to  your  Majefty, 
Had  we  the  weaknefs  to  fear  for  ourfelves, 
your  goodnefs  would  deign  even  in  that  cafe 
to  remove  our  fears;  and  while  you  blamed 
us  for  doubting  your  intentions,  you  would 
attend  to  our  unealinefs,  you  would  diffipate 
its  caufe,  you  would  leave  no  uncertainty  ia 
the  fituation  of  the  National  Affembly. 

**  But,  Sire,  we  do  not  implore  yout 
protecftion,  as  that  would  be  to  offend  youjf 
juftice, 

**  We  have  conceived  fears }  aad  W€  dafe 
toaflert,  that  they  arife  from  the  pureft  pa* 
triotifm,  from  the  intereft  of  our  cof^fti- 
tuents,  from  anxiety  for  public  tranquillity 
and  the  happinefs  of  a  beloved  Monarch, 
who,  in  clearing  our  path  to  felicity,  weli 
defcrves  to  walk  in  it  himfelf  without  im- 
pediment. 

'*  The  real  welfare  of  the  French,  Sire, 
lies  in  the  emotions  of  your  heart. 

**  When  troops  are  advancing  on  all  fides^ 
when  camps  are  forming  about  us,  and  the 
capital  is  invefted,  we  afk  each  other,  with 
aftonifliment,  if  the  King  miftrufts  the  fide- 
lity of  his  People?  Could  he  have  doubted 
it,  would  he  not  have  made  his  paternd  ap- 

prchenfions 
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prehcnfions  knowii  to  us  ?  What  means  this 
menacing  array  ?  Where  are  the^  enemies,  of 
the  State  and  of  the  King,  who  are  to  be 
fubdued  ?  Where  are  the  rebels,  the  leaguers, 
that  are  to  be  reduced  ?  From'  the  capital 
and  from  the  whole  kingdom  one  unani- 
mous voice  replies  :  We  love  our  King,  and 
blefs  Heaven  for  his  affeSlion. 

**  Sire,  your  Majefty's  zeal  could  nevet 
have  been  abufed  but  under  colour  of  the 
public  good. 

"  If  they  who  have  given  thefe  counfels 
to  our  King  had  had  confidence  enough  in 
their  principles  to  have  laid  them  before  us, 
it  would  have  produced  a  glorious  triumph 
for  truth. 

•'  The  State  has  nothing  to  dread  but 
from  bad  principles,  which  dare  to  befet 
the  Throne  itfelf  without  refpe<5ting  the 
confcience  of  the  pureft  and  molt  virtuous 
of  Princes.  And  by  what  means,  Sire,  are 
they  able  to  make  you  doubt  the  attachment 
and  love  of  your  fubjeds  ?  Have  you  been 
lavifh  of  their  blood  ?  Are  you  cruel  and 
implacable?  Have  you  perverted  juftice  ? 
Do  the  People  impute  their  misfortunes  to 
you  ?  Do  they  name  you  in  their  calamities  ? 
Have  you  been  told  that  the  Nation  is  im-* 
I  '  patient 
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patient  of  your  yoke,  ahd  tired  of  the  fceptre 
of  the  Bourbons  ?  No,  this  has  not  been  told 
yon :  Calumny  is  not  abfurd ;  it  always  en- 
deavours to  colour  its  wickednefs  with  fome 
fliow  of  probability. 

*^  Your  Majefty  has  recently  feen  the 
power  you  have  over  your  people :  fubordi- 
nation  is  re-eftabliflied  in  the  agitated  Capi- 
tal ;  the  prifoners  releafed  by  the  multitude 
have  of  themfelves  returned  to  their  prifons ; 
and  public  order,  which,  if  force  had  been 
employed,  might  have  coft  a  torrent  of 
blood,  is  reftorcd  by  a  finglc  word  from  your 
lips.  But  that  word  was  a  word  of  peace; 
it  was  the  effufion  of  your  heart,  which  your 
fubjeds  glory  in  never  refifting.  How  ex- 
alted is  the  exercife  of  fuch  an  empire  I  it 
was  the  empire  of  Xouis  IX.  of  Louis  XII. 
of  Henry  IV. — it  is  the  only  empire  worthy 
of  you. 

.  *•  We  fliould  deceive  yoy.  Sire,  if,  yield- 
ing to  circumftances,  ^we  were  not  to  add, 
that  this  empire  is  the  only  one  that  it  is 
nbw  poflible  to  exercife  in  this  country : 
France  will  not  fuflfer  the  beft  of  kings  to  be 
impofed  upon,  and  diverted  by  finifter  views 
from  the  npble  plan  which  he  himfelf  has 
traced  out.     You  have  called  us  to  fettle  the 

Vol.  I.  Q^.  Conftitution 
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Cohftitution  in  concert  with  you,  to  cfiedk 
the  regeneration  of  the  kingdom;  the 
National  Aflembly  come  to  affurc  you 
folemnly  that  your  wifhcs  Ihall  be  accom* 
pliftied,  that  your  promifes  fhallnot  be  vain, 
that  fnares,  difficulties,  terrors,  (hall  not  re- 
tard their  progrefs,  fhall  not  intimidate  their 
courage. 

••  Will  our  enemiciS  afFedt  to  a(k,  *  Where 
can  be  the  danger  of  the  troops  ?  what  mean 
their  complaints,  if  their  courage  is  not  to  be 
fhaken?* 

"  The  danger.  Sire,  is  urgent,  is  general, 
is  beyond  all  calculation  of  human  fore£ght.. 

•*  The  danger  is  in  the  people  of  the  pro- 
vinces :  once  alarmed  for  our  liberty,  we 
know  of  n(X  curb  that  can  reftrain  them. 
Diilance  alone  magnifies,  exaggerates ^  dou« 
bles  fufpiciqn,  exafperates,  envenoms. 

*  *  The  danger  is  in  the  capital :  How  will 
the  people,  reduced  to  indigence  and  fuffer- 
ing  the  crudeft  pangs,  bear  to  fee  their  Icanty 
remainder  of  provifion  difputcd  by  a  crowd 
of  frowning  foldiers  ?  The  light  of  the 
troops  will  exafperate,  excite  and  produce  a 
general  fermentation;  and  the  firft  z€t  of 
violence,    exercifed  under  the  pretence  of 

police. 
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police,  may  fct  fife  to  a  bomble  train  of 
misforttmes. 

•  ^*  The  danger  is  in  the  troops :  French 
Soldiers,  brought  near  to  the  centre  of  dif* 
ciiffiojis,  and  participating  the  paflions  as 
well  as  the  interefts  of  the  People,  may  for- 
get that  a  compa(5t  has  made  them  foldiers, 
while  they  remember  that  Nature  made  them 
men. 

**  The  danger.  Sire,  threatens  the  labours 
which  are  our  firft  duty,  and  which  will  not 
be  attended  with  complete  fuccefs  and  real 
•  ipermanence,  but  as  the  People  fliall  confidcr 
them  as  free,  Befides,  there  is  a  contagion 
in'  paffionate  emotions — ^we  are  but  men : 
diftfiift  of  ourfelves,  and  the  dread  of  ap- 
pearing weak,  may  hurry  us  beyond  the 
goal.  We  too  (hall  be  aflailed  with  violent 
and  indifcreet  counfels  :  coiol  reafon  and  tran- 
quil wifdom  do  not  deliver  their  oracles 
amidft  tumult,  diforder,  and  fadious  fcencs, 

*•  The  danger.  Sire,  is  more  dreadful 
ftill :  judge  ,of  its  extent  by  the  alarm 
which  brings  us  before  jroii.  Great  Revo- 
lutions have  fprung  from  much  flighter 
caufes:  more  than  one  enterprife  fatal  to 
nations  have  appeared  in  a  manner  lefs  un- 
toward and  lefs  formidable, 

0^2  ••  Believe 
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:  ••  Believe  not  thofe  who  fpeak  lightly  to 
you  of  the  Nation,  and  who  reprefent  it  to 
you  only  according  to  their  views ;  fome- 
times  infolent,  rebellious,  feditious ;  and 
fometimes  fubmiflive,  docile  to  the  yoke, 
^  and  ready  to  bow  its  head  to  receive  it :  both 
thefe  reprefentations  are  equally  untrue. 

**  The  Nation  is  ever  ready  to  obey  you. 
Sire,  becaufe  you  command  in  the  name  of 
the  Laws,  and  its  allegiance  is  as  unbounded 
as  it  is  unfufpcded. 

**  The  Nation  is  ready  to  refift  all  the  ar- 
bitrary commands  of  thofe  who  abufe  your 
name,  becaufe  they  are  enemies  to  the  laws: 
this  refiftance  is  enjoined  by  our  allegiance 
jtfelf ;  and  it  will  always  be  an  honour 
to  merit  reproaches  incurred  by  our  firm- 
nefs. 

**  Sire,  we  conjure  you  in  the  name  of  the  - 
Country,  in  the  name  of  your  happincfs  and  of 
your  glory,  to  fend  away  your  foldiers  to  the 
pofts  from  which  your  advifers  have  brought 
them;  to  fend  away  this  artillery,  which  is 
defigned  to  protedt  your  frontiers ;  above  all, 
to  fend  away  the  foreign  troops,  thofe  allies 
of  the  Nation,  whom  we  pay  to  defend,  not 
to  difturb,  our  dwellings.  Your  Majefly  has 
no  need  of  them.     Why  flaould  our  King, 

adored 
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adored  by  twenty-five  millions  of  French- 
men, furround  his  Throne,  at  a  great  ex- 
pence,  with  a  few  thoufands  of  foreigners  i 
Sire,  in  the  midft  of  your  children  be 
guarded  by  their  love.  The  Deputies  of  the 
Nation  are  called  to  confecrate  with  you  the 
eminent  rights  of  Royalty  upon  the  im- 
moveable bafis  of  the  liberty  of  the  People  : 
but  while  they  are  fulfilling  their  duty,  while 
they  are  yielding  to  their  reafon  and  their 
confcience,  would  you  expofe  them  to  the 
fufpicion  of  having  yielded  only  to  fear? 
The  authority  you  receive  from  our  afiPec- 
tion  is  the  only  pure  and  immutable  one :  it 
is  the  juft  return  for  your  goodnefs,  and  the 
immortal  right  of  Princes  who  fojlow  ypuy 
example/* 

This  Addrefs  excited  the  moft  lively  and 
general  en^ufiafm  in  the  Affembly.  It  was 
read  twice,  and  received  as  much  applaufe  on 
the  fecond  reading  as  on  the  firft,  A  Depu- 
tation of  twenty-four  Members  was  ijnme- 
diately  nominated  to  prefent  it  to  the  King. 
They  jvcre  not  admitted  till  the  evening  of 
the  next  day^  when  his  Majefty  made  the^ 
following  reply : 

CL3  "      '^  No 
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"  No  one  is  unacquainted  with  the  dif- 
Ojrders  and  fcandalous  fccnes  which  have 
t)!een  aCled  repeatedly  at  Paris  and  Verfailles, 
under  my  eyes  and  under  thofe  of  thei  States- 
General.  It  is  neceflary  that  I  fliould  make 
ufe  of  the  means  which  are  in  my  power  to 
reftore  and  maintain  order  in  the  Capital  and 
in  its  neighbourhood:  to  guard  the  public 
peace  is  one  of  my  principal  duties.  Thcfe 
are  the  motives  which  have  induced  me  to 
afiemblc  troops  near  Paris.  You  may  affure 
the  States-General,  tliat  they  are  only  dc- 
figned  to  fupprefs,  or  rather  to  prevent,  com- 
motions; to  maintain  good  order  and  the 
adminiilration  of  the  laws ;  and  to  fecure  and 
proted  the  bberty  which  ought  to  reign  in 
your  debates,  and  from  which  not  only  all 
conftraint  fhould  be  removed,  but;  all  appre- 
henfion  of  tumult  and  of  violence.  None 
but  the  ill^difpofed  could  lead  my  people  to 
mifinterprct  the  real  motives  of  the  meafures 
o£  precaution  I  am  taking.  I  have  coti- 
ilantly  endeavoured  to  do  all  that  can  tend  to 
their  happincfs,  and  I  have  ever  had  caufe  to 
T^e  allured  of  their  love  and  allegiance. 

*  *  If  however  the  neceflary  prefence  of  the 

troops  in  the  environs  of  Paris  occafion  ftill 

r  any 
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any  umbrage,  I  ihall  have  no  objedion,  on 
the  Aflembly's  requefting  it,  to  remove  the 
States-General  to  Noyon  or  Soiffons ;  and 
in  that  tafe  I  would  go  to  Compiegnet^  in 
order  to  keep  up  the  communication  be^ 
t ween  us/' 

This  was  not  the  anfwer  wilhed  by  the 
Popular  Fadion ;  but  all  the  wife  and  rea^ 
fonable  members  of  the  Affembly  were  fatis- 
ficd  with  it,  and  the  reft  were  obliged  to  fub- 
mit,  as  the  alternative  was  a  removal,  which 
would  have  difconcerted  all  their  plans.  Ba*- 
iides,  they  flattered  themfelves  that  th^ 
ihould  foon  find  the  means  of  conftraining 
the  King  to  yield  on  this  article  as  they  had 
done  on  all  the  reft. 

The  firft  manoeuvre  by  which  they  at- 
tempted to  accomplilh  their  d^fign  was,  to 
fpread  frefli  alarms  refpefting  the  fcarcity  of 
pix>vifions,  and  the  pretended  rapidity  of  its 
j«t)grefs,  whkh  their  ti:ufty  Joumalifts,  and 
the  incendiaries  of  the  Palais-Royal,  afcribed 
to  the  enormous  confumption  made  by  the 
troops  cantoned  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Paris.  Mr.  Necker  ccmtributed  in  no  fmall 
degree  to  countenance  this  opinion,  by  the 
Memorial  (an  imprudent  one,  to  fay  theleaft 

0^4  of 
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of  it)  which  he  fent  on  the  10th  of  July  to 
the  Committee  of  Subfiftence  ;  and  in  ^yhicb 
he  announced,  that  the  whole  Court  and  the 
King  himfelf  were  to  be  reduced  to  eating 
rye-bread.  He  concluded  his  Memorial  with 
this  defponding  phrafe:  **  When  men  have 
done  every  thing  in  their  power,  it  only  re- 
mains for  them  to  fubrait  with  patience  to 
the  laws  of  Neceflity,  and  to  the  decrees  of 
Providence." 

The  Orleans  Fadion  did  not  let  flip  this 
occafion  to  increafe  the  afFedion  of  the 
-  populace  for  that  Prince.  On  the  fame  day^, 
the  10th  of  July,  a  pretended  Motion  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  for  the  relief  of  the  People 
was  cried  through  all  the.  ftrects  of  the 
Capital.  In  this  paper  it  was  faid,  that  he 
had  offered  the  Committee  of  Subfiftence  a 
fum  of  300,000  livres,  to  prevent  the  price  of 
bread  from  rifing,  and  to  ftop  th^  progrefs 
of  the  dearth.  The  moft  enthufiaftic  praifqs 
were  lavi(hed  upon  him,  as  if  he  had  be^a 
the .  guardian  angel  of  France.^  To  his 
modefty,  ^nd  not  to  his  incapacity,  was  ?if- 
cribed  his  refufal  of  being  Prefident,  to  which 
office  the  AfTembly  had  appointed  him  fome 
days  before.  His  adherents,  not  fatisfied  with 
forgetting  the  vices  that  had  hitherto  ftained 

the 
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the  whole  courfe  of  his  life,  even  dared  to 
talk  of  his  'virtues.  The  virtues  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  I — Alas  !  he  was  but  too 
perfedt  in  all  thofe  which  Revolutionary 
Patriotifm  has .  confecrated,  and  efpecially 
that  of  familiarifin^  liimfclf  to  the  greateft 
crimes. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Difmiffion  of  Mr.  Necker — Barriers  at 
Paris  burnt — Seditious  Commotions  at 
the  Palais-Royal— Camille  Defmoulins — 
Apotheofis  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  of 
Mr.  Necker — Public  Places  Jhut  up— The 
Gunfmiths'  Shops  forced  open  and  pil^ 
laged — The  French  Gpardsfre  on  a  De- 
tachment of  the  Regiment  of  Royal  Alle^. 
mand — The  Prince  de  Lambefc  enters  the 
Thuilleries  at  the  Head  of  his  Detach-^ 
ment — His  Retreat — View  of  the  Situa- 
tion of  Paris  and  Verfailles-^Robberies— 
The  Convent  of  St.  Lazarus  burnt — The 
Garde-meuble  of  the  Crown  pillaged — 
The  Prifoners  of  the  Hotel  de  la  Force 
fet  at  Liberty  by  the  People-^-InfurreBion 
among  thofe  of  the  Chatelet — General 
Difofder — The  EleBors  of  Paris  make 

themfelves 
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themf elves  Mafters  of  all  the  Authority — 
Bourgeois  Militia  provijionaUy  embodied 
"•^Ina^ivity  of  the  MiniJlers-^-Condudl  of 
the  AJfembly^-^Firmnefs  of  the  King — 
Motion  by  M.  de  la  Fayette — Permanent 
Sitting  of  the  Affemhly^  and  of  the 
Patriots  of  t^e  Palais-Royal. 

JVlR.  Necker*s  condud  was  perhaps  more 
imprudent  than  treacherous;  biit  there  was 
too  much  vanity  in  feis  morality,  too  much 
faftidioufnefs  in  his  politics,  and  too  much 
ambition  in  his  popularity,  to  allow  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  the  Royal  authority  to  be 
his  work ;  and  it  is  even  very  doubtfuliwhethd: 
it  was  his  bbjcca.  It  is  certain,  that  all  the 
parties  labouring  to  fubvert  the  Monarchy, 
or  at  leaft  to  change  the  nature  of  it,  depended 
upon  the  fupport  or  on  the  indulgence  of 
that  Minifter,  and  that  the  ftaunch  Royalifts 
had  no  reliance  upon  him.  Thefe  motives 
at  length  determined  the  King  to  remove 
him;  and  on  Saturday  morning,  the  lith 
of  July,  M.  de  Montmorin  carried  him  a 
letter  from  his  Majefty,  in  which  he  dif- 
miffcd  him,  and  ordered  him  to  leave  the 
kingdom.  Mr.  Necker  kept  his  difgrace  a 
profaund  fecret,  even  from  his  wife,  and  re- 

ceived 
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ceivcd  company  that  day  at  dinner  as  ufual. 
Thofe  who  dined  with  him  did  not  perceive 
the  Icaft  alteration  in  his  countenance.  After 
dinner  his  wife  and  daughter  invited,  him  to 
take  a  ride  to  the  Val,  a  coiintryrhoufe,  fitu-r 
atcd  in  the  forcft  of  St.  Germain^  belong- 
ing to  Madame  de  Beauvfcu,  an  intimate 
friend  of  Mrs.  Necker's.  He  confented,  and 
went  into  the  carriage  with  his  wife ;  but  in*, 
ftead  of  going  to  the  Val,  he  took  the  ro^d 
to  Bruflels  in  order  to  be  the  fooner  out  of 
the  kingdom.  ; 

At  eleven  o'clock;  the  fame  night,  the 
Banditti  who  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Paris  went  in  crowds  to  the  parts  of  the  town 
about  La  Nouvelle  France  and  La  Petite 
Pologney  and  concluded  their  incurfions  by 
burning  the  barrier  in  the  Chaujfce  cTAntin. 
Mr.  iVi?c)&^r's. departure,  however,  w^snot  yet 
known  at  Paris,  which  proves  that  his  dif- 
gi^ace  was  by  no  means  the  caufe  nor  the  pre?- 
text  for  this  infurrecStion,  which  was  evidently 
projed:ed  before;  and  the  burning  of  the 
Palais-Bourbon  was  to  have  been  the  %nal 
of  a  general  rebellion,  had.  not  Mr.  Necker's 
difmiflion  happened  at  the  moment  fixed  for 
its  breaking  out.  A  Deputy  who  was  a  Mem*, 
ber  of  the  Breton  Club  (one  Coroller)  con- 

fefled 
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feffed  that  fuch  was  the  plan  of  the  rebels; 
and  his  confcffion  is  confirmed  by  the  depo- 
fition  of  fcveral  withefles,  taken  on  the  trial 
at  the  Chatelet  for  the  offences  committed  on 
the  5th  and  6th  of  Odlober*. 

The  report  of  .Mr.  Necker's  departure  did 
not  take  wind  in  Paris  till  the  12th,  at  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning;  and  then  it  was 
fpoken  of  with  caution  and  myftery,  as  one 
of  thofe  outrageous  attempts  of  which  it  is 
not  always  prudent  to  appear  too  much  in 
the  fecret. ,  The  news  was  not  confirmed  till 
between  eleven  and  twelve,  by  perfons  com- 
ing from  Verfailles  to  the  Palais-Royal, 
where  the  concourfe  of  Patriots  was  fuch, 
that  it  was  hardly  poflible  to  take  half  a 
dozen  fteps  in  the  garden  without  being 
flopped  by  a  group.  In  the  middle  of  this 
immenfe  crowd,  Camille  Defmoulins^  one 
of  the  mofl  inflammatory  Demoniacs  of  the 
Revolution,  mounting  upon  a  table,  cried  out 
with  a  thundering  voice  z  **  Citizens,  there 
is  not  a  moment  to  be  loll :  Mr.  Necker  is 
difmifTed;  this  difmiffion  is  the  alarm-bell 
for  another  St.  Bartholomew  of  Patriots : 

♦See    the    Depofitions.  of   MeiTrs.  Gmlhermi^  Du- 
fratffiy  Duch^yy  and  Tailhardat  de  la  Maifonneuve. 

to-night 
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to-night  al]  the  Swifs  and  German  battalions 
will  come  from  the  Champ  de  Mars^  and 
cut  our  throats. — ^We  have  but  one  refource 
left  j  that  is ,  to  fly  to  arms,  and  wear  a  cockade 
by  which  we  may  know  one  another/* 
Several  motions  were  made  refpefting  the 
colour  of  this  cockade,  and  green  was 
adopted,  as  being  that  of  Hope.  *•  Friends/* 
refumcd  then  the*  fpealter,  **  the  Hgnal  is 
given :  I  already  fee  the  fatellitcs  and  fpies 
of  the  police  flaring  me  in  the  face,  but  I 
will  not  fall  into  their  hands  alive.**  /As  he 
faid  this,  he  drew  two  piftols  from  his 
pocket,  and,  fhowing  them  to  the  crowd, 
cried:  **  Let  every  Citizen  follow  my  ex- 
ample.** Fury  was  at  its  height,  but  thole 
who  were  agitated  by  it  did  not  yet  know 
upon  whom,  or  how,  to  vent  it.  The  ruf- 
fians who  the  evening  befoie  had  burnt  the 
barriers  of  the  Chaujffee  d'Antin  went  off  to 
the  Barrier e  Blanche  to  fet  that  on  fire;  but  a 
detachment  of  fifty  men  from  the  regiment 
of  Royal-Allemcund  came  up  in  time  to 
,  prevent  themr  It  was  alfo  neceflarjr  to  fend 
aflSftance  to  the  other  barriers,  which  were 
almoft  all  threatened  at  the  fame  time,  and 
feveral  were  burnt. 

In 
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In  the  afternoon,  the  fermentation  was 
farther  incrcafed  at  the  Palais  Royal  by  the 
news  of  the  difmiffion  of  the  three  miniftcrs 
who  were  fuppofed  to  be  the  moft  devoted  to 
Mr.  NeckiVf  namely,  M.  de  Montmorin, 
M.  de  la  Luzerne^  and  Af.  de  St.  Priejt^- 
and  debates  were  begun  upon  the  outrages, 
more  or  lefs  violent,  that  ought  to  fignalifc 
the  vengeance  of  the  people,  when  a  largo 
mob  fuddenly  rufhing  into  an  adjoining  hall, 
.  where  fbme  wax  figures  were  exhibited, 
bore  off  the  bufts  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
and  Mr.  Necker,  placed  them  upon  the  famye 
frame,  and  croffing  the  garden  went  into  the 
ftreet  Richelieu,  towards  the  Boulevards, 
crying  out  as  they  went  along,  **  Off  Kats  ! 
Vive'  Necker!  Vive  le  Due  dVrleansP' 
compelling  every  body  they  met  in  their  way 
to  bow  to  the  bufts. 

This  proceflion,  amounting  to  three  or  four 
thoufand  ragged  banditti,  armed  with  pif- 
tols,  old  guns,  rufty  cutlalTes,  loaded  cud* 
gels,  Ipits,  axes,  pitchforks,  and  pikes, 
walked  quickly  along' and  without  any  order. 
On  each  fide  of  the  frame  was  a  kind  of 
black  flag  bordered  with  white.  From'  time 
to  time  parties  of  them  left  this  crowd  to  run 
$0  the  different  places  of  amufement,  and 
2  threaten 
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threaten  to  fet  them  on  fire  if  they  were  not 
fliut  up.  Thefe  ruffians  in  their  way  broke 
into  the  gunfmiths*  (hops,  and  carried oflF  the 
arms.  ..  .         r 

A  detachment  of  Royal-AUemand,  fent  to 
-difperfe  this  mob,  received  a  volley  from  the 
French  Guards  as  they  were  palling  their, 
quarters  on  the  Chaujfee  d^Antiny  Hopped  to 
return  it.  and  continued  their  march  with- 
out  quickening  their  pace.  There  were  fomc 
foldiers  killed  and  wounded  on:  both  fides, 
but  fewer  on  the  fide  of  the  regiment  of 
Royal'Allemand  than  on  that  of  the  French 
Guards. 

The  detachment  marched  to  the  Place 
Louis  XV.  and  there  found  a  body  of  dra- 
goons who  had  been  difperfing  the  proceflSon. 
The  two  bufts  were  broken  to  pieces ;  and 
the  populace  in  their  fright  taking  refuge  in 
thd  garden  of  the  Thuilleries,  the  Prince  dc 
Lambefc  purfued  them  thither,  at  the  head 
of  the  detachment  of  KoyaUAlUmandy  ac- 
cording to  the  orders  he  received  from  M.  de 
BuzenvaL  This  fmall  troop  coming  up  to 
the  head  of  the  Pont-tournant,  (or  turning 
bridge)  at  the.  extremity  of  the  garden,  found 
a  kind  of  barricade,  haftily  formed  by  chairs 
heaped  upon  one  another :  while  they  were 

removing 
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removing  this  obftacle,  they  received  a 
fhower  of  ftones,  broken  chairs,  and  bottles, 
from  the  two  terraces,  between  which  the 
Prince  de  Lambefc  drew  up  his  troop,  keep- 
ing conftantly  at  their  head.  Some  guns  and 
piftols  were  difcharged  at  them,  which  did 
no  hurt;  but  feveral  of  the  troopers  were 
rrruch  bruifed  by  the  things  that  had  been 
thrown  at  them,  and  an  officer  was  feverely 
wounded  by  a  ftone. 

The  Prince  de  Lambefc,  keeping  at  fix 
paces  from  the  bridge,  according  to  the 
order  of  M.  de  Buzenvaly  oppofcd  only  a 
fteady  front  to  the  aggrcffions  of  the  popu- 
lace. Seeing  that  this  poft  became  unten- 
able, and  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  any 
longer  to  reftrain  his  troopers  from  repelling 
forte  by  force,  he  gave  the  order  for  re- 
treating out  of  the  garden.  At  the  fame  in- 
ftant  a  cry  was  heard  from  aH  fides  of,  turn 
the  bridge,'^ turn  the  bridge;  and  fome  per- 
fons,  in  confequence,  ran  and  began  to  do  it. 
The  Prince  de  Lambefc,  juftly  fearing  that  a 
mofl:  bloody  carnage  would  be  the  inevitable 
confequence  of  it,  ordered  fome  piftols  to 
be  fired  in  the  air  towards  the  bridge,  to 
awe  thofe  who  were  ftriving  to  turn  it.  As 
the^ report  of  this  volley  did  not  deter  them. 

Vol.  I.  R  he 
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be  rode  up  himfelft  »)d  with  his  iabie  ifauck 
pne  of  thofe  who  were  woddng  hardeft« 
The  man  ran  off;  and  the  Prince  paffing  the 
bridge  with  his  detachment  into  the  Place 
Louis  XV.  drew  up  near  the  Statue,  and, 
being  foon  joined  by  the  Swifs  regiment 
of  Chateauvicux,  took  his  poft  with  this 
force  near  the  Garde-meublc^  where  he 
remained  fome  time,  having  placed  the 
infantry  before  him.  At  ten  at  night  M. 
dc  Buzenval  difmiffed  a  part  of  the  troops 
to  their  quarters,  and  fent  the  reft  to  Ver* 
failles. 

Thefe  fads  being  all  judicially  confirmed 
by  the  trial  that  was  inftituted  againft.Af.  dc 
Buzenvaly  prove  how  much  the  Prince  de 
Lambefc*s  condudt  was  calumniated  by  all 
the  Journalifts  who  mentioned  it,  and  what 
little  confidence  is  due  to  writers  of  that 
elafs  in  times  of  Revolution,  even  when  their 
accounts  agree. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  paint  the  difor- 
def,  fermentation,  and  alarm,  that  prevailed 
in  the  capital  during  this  dreadful  day.  A 
city  taken  by  ftorm,  and  delivered  up  to  the 
.-.foldiers'  fury,  could  not  prefent  a  more  dread- 
ful pidlure.  Imagine  detachments  of  cavalry 
and  diragoons  making  their  way  through  dif- 
ferent 
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ferent  parts. of  the  town,  at  full  gallop,  tp 
the  pofts  aflignbdthem;  trains  of  artillery 
rolling  over  the  pavement  with  a  monftrous 
.  noife ;  bands  of  ill-armed  ruffians  and  wo- 
men drunk  with  brandy  running  through 
the  ftreets  like  furies,  breaking  the  (hops 
open,  and  fprcading  terror  every  where  by 
their  bowlings,  mingled  with  frequent  re- 
ports from  guns  or  piftols  fired,  in  the  air; 
all  the  barriers  on  fire  ;  thoufands  of  fmug- 
glers  taking  advantage  of  the  tumult  to 
hurry  their  goods  in ;  the  alarm-bell  ring- 
ing in  almoft  all  the  churches;  a  great 
part  of  the  citizens  fhutting  themfelves  up 
at  home,  loading  their  guns,  and  burying 
their  money,  papers,  'and  valuable  efTedts, 
in  cellars  and  gardens;  and,  during  the. 
night,  the  town  paraded  by  numerous  patrols 
of  citizens  of  every  clafs,  and  even  of  both 
fexes,  for  many  women  were  feen  with 
mufkets  or  pikes  upon  their  fhoulders* 
Such  is  the  ex^d  pidurc  of  the  flate  of 
Paris  on  the  12th  of  July.  At  Verfailles 
the  new  Miniflry  were  bufily  debating, 
fometimes  in  the  Council,  fometimes  in 
Committees,  without  knowing  what  refolu- 
tion  to  take.  The  General  Officers  were  coa* 
ftantly  going  for  orders,  were  made  to  wait 
R  2  long. 
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long,  and  received  none  at  laft.  The  appre- 
henfion  that  the  ruffians  might  come  to  Ver-* 
failles,  made  them  at  length  adopt  the  mea- 
fure  of  cutting  off  all  communication  with 
Paris.  Cannon  and  detachments  of  troops 
were  polled  upon  the  bridges  of  Seves  and 
St.  Cloud,  and  in  all  the  avenues.  No  one 
was  allowed  to  go  beyond  thofe  bounds,  fo 
that  before  the  clofe  of  the  day  all  commu- 
nication between  the  Court  and  the  Capital 
was  completely  fufpended. 

The  King  could  not  have  difmiffed  Mr. 
Necker  at  a  more  critical  jundure  than  that 
in  which  the  People,  alarmed  with  famine, 
fixed  all  their  hopes  on  the  attentions  of  that 
Minifter,  and  on  the  credit  and  rcfources 
they  attributed  to  him  5  the  very  day  too 
of  his  difmiffion  increafed  the  danger*. 
An  event  which  on  a  holiday  or  on  a  Sunday 
would  produce  an  infurredtion  is  fcarccly  at- 
tended to  on  any  other  day,  becaufe  the 
clafs  of  people  that  live  by  daily  labour,  and 
thofe  who  are  in  their  Ihops,  do  not  quit 
their  work  to  aflemble  riotoufly,  and  create 

.  *  The  12th  of  July,  the  day  on  which  the  news  of 
Mr.  Necker's  difmiffion  was  known  at  Paris,  happened 
to  be  Sunday. 

infur- 
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infuiTe(3tions ;  but  wherever  leifure  or  their 
affairs  draw  them  together  in  great  numbers 
in  the  fquares,  walks,  or  any  public  place, 
the  mob  is  already  formed,  and  a  violent 
motion,  with  a  few  glaffes  of  brandy,  is 
enough  to  make  them  riototls.  Perfons  em* 
ployed  in  the  police  of  great  towns  can  cor- 
roborate the  truth  of  this  obfervation,  and 
tny  own  experience  has  taught  m^  how 
much  it  merits  the  attention  of  the  iSovern- 
ment,  particularly  in  times  of  trouble  and 
fermentation. 

The  choice  of  the  juncture  and  of  the  day 
for  difmiffing  Mr.  Necker  was  not  the  only 
imprudence  attending  the  advice  given  to 
the  King.  It  was  a  much  more  ferious  er- 
rcMT,  to  propofe  that  fo  hazardous  a  ftep 
fhould  be  taken  before  his  Majefty  had  had 
time  to  refolve  and  prepare  the  meafures 
and  precautions  that  might  enfure  the  fuc*- 
Qtfs  of  fuch  a  determination,  or  at  leaftpre-? 
vent  its  fatal  confequences.  It  is  yet  doubted 
whether  Mr.  Necker's  fucceffor  had  anf 
other  plan,  any  other  objeft,  than  that  of  be- 
coming Prime  Minifter.  It  was  certainly  not 
eafy  to  conceive,  and  ftill  lefs  to  execute,  4 
plan  by  which  the  King's  fafety  and  the 
prefervatioh  of  the  Monarchy  itfelf  might 

R3  ^^ 
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be  fecured ;  but  fuch  being  the  tafk  impofed 
upon  the  fucceffor  of  Mr.  Necker^  it  was 
the  duty  of  every  man  of  honour,  of  every 
good  fervant  of  the  King,  to  decline  it  if  he 
had  the  leaft  doubt  of  performing  it.  The 
Baron  de  Breteuil,  more  convinced  than 
any  one  elfe  of  being  ppfleffed  of  the  ta- 
lents requifite  for  the  juncture,  did  not  he- 
iitate  to  become  Prime  Minifter;  ?ind  tl^o 
confequences  of  his  prefumption  have  beci\ 
very  difaftrous. 

The  Revolution,  though  in  its  cradle  ^( 
th^t  time,  aiTumed  one  of  its  diftinguifliing' 
eharafters.  The  Parifiansj,  in  arming  the 
populace  and  ruffians  in  order  to  oppofe 
them  to  the  troops  of  the  line,  Were  anxious 
to  anticipate  ^  danger  with  which  they  were 
not  threatened,  and  thought  nothing  of  that 
arifing  froni  putting  the  public  forf^  into 
the  hands  of  thofe  whq  fhould  always  be 
awed  by  it.  The  confequence  was,  ths^t 
next  day,  July  13th,  at  three  in  the  morn- 
ing, an  immenfe  crowd,  armed  with  clubs,» 
bludgeons,  and  pikes,  under  pretence  of  the 
dearth  of  proviijons,  attacked  the  convent 
of  St.  Lazarus 9  crying  put  r-?  *'  Pread!" 
^'  bread!*-  The  monks,  immediately  caufed 
3II  the  proyifions  of  every  kind  they  could 
procure  to  be  diftributed.     After  fatisfying 

their 
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their  hunger,  but  more  particularly  their 
thirft,  the  ruffians  demanded  arnfis  for  the 
defence  of  the  Tiers-Etat;  and  pretending 
to  believe  that  there  were  fome  concealed  in 
the  houfe,  they  broke  open  every  door,  pil- 
laged the  church,  the  library,  the  com^lofts 
and  cellars,  fet  two  prifoners  at  liberty  that 
had  been  fent  to  St.  Lazarus  for  corredion, 
and  likewife  all  the  mad  people  that  were 
confined  there.  When  they  had  completely 
plundered  the  houfe  they  fet  fire  to  it;  an4 
if  400  of  the  French  Guards,  who  were 
fortunately  paffing  through  that  quarter  at 
the  time  of  the  fire,  had  not  protected  tHe 
fire-men  at  their  work  and  driven  the  rioters 
away,  all  that  part  of  the  town  would  have 
be^n  reduced  to  aflies. 

Under  the  fame  pretence  of  fearching  for 
concealed  arms,  the  doors  of  feveral  of  the 
ccmvents  were  broken  open ;  but  the  pillage 
was  more  moderate,  and  the  houfes  were  not 
{tt  on  fire.  While  thefe  enterprifes  againfi: 
private  property  were  executed  at  once  by 
feveral  gangs  of  rioters,  the  populace  hav-^ 
ing  forced  the  doors,  of  the  Garde-meubU 
carried  off  all  the  rich  and  curious  arms 
that  were  there  depofited,  though  tho 
greater  part  of  them  could  be  of  no  ufc. 
R4  The 
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The  Other  valuable  eflfeds  preferved  there 
would  not  have  efcaped  the  pillage,  but 
for  the  oppofition  of  a  miferable  creature, 
almoft  naked,  who  had  gone  in  with  the 
crowd,  and  who  cried  out,  with  a  voice 
ftrong  enough  to  awe  the  plunderers  :  **  No 
**  pillaging,  comrades;  we  are  not  thieves : 
*'  all  this  belongs  to  the  Nation/'  Thefe 
words,  repeated  by  the  populace,  faved  the 
Garde-meuble. 

At  the  fame  time  another  gang  of  rioters 
befiegcd  the  prifon  de  la  Force.  The  officer 
who  commanded  the  detachment  employed 
to  guard  it,  having  rcprefented  to  M.  dc 
Buzenval  that  he  was  not  in  a  ftate  to  refift 
the  multitude,  received  a  note  in  anfwcx, 
intimating  **  that  the  beft  thing  to  be  done 
**  was  to  withdraw  his  men  prudently,  and  in 
**  fuch  a  nwmer  ^  that  they  (hould  neither 
**  be  aflaulted  nor  abufed."  The  ofEcer  did 
not  hefitate  to  follow  the  advice  given  him 
in  this  note,  the  or igiiml  of  which,  remained 
in  the  hands  of  the  Warden :  he  concealed 
his  drefs  under  a  common  great  coat,  and 
went  off  by  a  private  door.  The  door^  of 
the  prifon  not  being  defended  were  foon 
broken  down,  and  all  the  prifoners  ccmfined 
for  debt  were  immediately  rcleafedittefe 

who 
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who  were  detained  for  offences  againft  the 
police,  and  the  women  of  a  loofe  life,  were 
not  fet  at  liberty  till  the  afternoon. 

The  criminals  confined  in  the  pfifon  of 
the  Chatelet^  hearing  of  what  had  pafled  at 
the  Hotel  de  la  Force,  were  every  moment 
in  cxpedlation  of  their  fetters  being  taken 
off.  Growing  imj^tient  at  neither  feeing 
nor  hearing  of  any  fuccoujf  intended  for 
them,  they  attempted  to  procure  their  own 
liberty,  dug  up  ^he  pavement  of  the  court, 
and  appeared  at  the  doors,  armed  with  ftones^ 
broken  benches,  and.  whatever  they  cottld 
lay  their  hands  upon;  fome  of  them  even 
had  piftols  and  hangers,  which  had  been- 
brought  to  them.  The  keeper,  alarmed  at 
their  outrageous  cries  and  menaces,  went 
to  his  window,  and  called  the  rioters  who 
were  pafling  the  ftreet,  to  his  affiftance;  and 
it. is  remarkable,  that  thofe  very  peopk, 
moft  of  whom  had  joined  m  rekafing  the 
priiimcrs  of  the  Hotel  de  la.  Force,  took- 
equal  pains  in  bringing  the  prifoncrs  of  the 
Ckatelet  to  order.  They  caufed  the  owter- 
dooi  tahc  opened,  fired  on  the  prifoners, 
killed  and  wounded  a  great  number  of  them, 
and  then  wont  into  the  court  and  difarmed 
the  Ecft. 

It 
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It  was  rendering  the  capital  an  eflcntial 
fervice,  to  reftrain  in  fetters  many  hundreds 
of  aflaffins  and  highway  robbers,  whofe 
irruption  would  have  been  marked  by  innu- 
merable crimes.  But  this  fervice  was  not  dif- 
interefted  in  thofe  who  rendered  it ;  they  had 
no  need  of  auxiliaries  in  their  plunder,  and 
it  was  important  to  them  not  to  affociate  in 
it  experienced  rogues,  who  would  have  ap-^ 
propriated  the  better  part  of  the  booty. 

The  gangs  of  plunderers  that  were  run-  ^ 
ning  through  the  ftreets  were  every  inftant 
increafing  and  gaining  ftrength.  Their  vo- 
ciferations and  menaces  terrified  and  put  to 
flight  all  the  peaceable  citizens.  The 
diforder  and  uproar  had  rifen  to  fuch  a 
pitch  of  violence,  that  the  alarm-bell, 
which  had  never  ceafed  ringing,  was 
fcarcely  heard;  an^d  while  all  thefe  enor- 
mities were  committing,  M.  de  Buzcn^ 
valy  who  had  at  his  difpofal  a  force  more 
than  fufficient  to  fupprefs  them,  and  who 
was  particularly  charged  to  maintain  the 
order  and  tranquillity  of  the  capital,  kept 
all  the  troops  under  his  command  completely 
inadtive. 

The  Parifians,  convinced  that  they  had  to 
defend  themfelves  at  the  fame  time  from  the 

Rabble  . 


JatYi789.]       FRENCH   REVOLUTION.         207 

Rabble  and  from  the  Government,  awoke 
from  tbe  ftatc  of  ftupor  into  which  they  had 
feillen,  and  attempted  to  imdertakc  their  fe- 
curity  themfelves,  but  did  not  at  firft  know 
how  to  fet  about  it.     They  (hut  the  fhops, 
but  the  rioters  broke  them  open ;  they  wore 
the  green  cockade,  and  the  rioters  wore  it 
too.     The  Electors  dexteroufly  feized  this 
critical  moment  to  make  themfelves  matters 
of  all  the  authorities.    They  aflembled  at  the 
Hotel  de  Ville^  under  the  title  of  Provijianal 
Magijirates ;  and  Proclamations  publifhed 
by  their  order  in  every  ftrect  invited  all  the 
citizens  to  repair  to  their  refpeftive  diftri(Ss. 
Thefe  ran  in  crowds  to  the  church  where 
the  Affemblics  were  held  for  the  eleiStions 
of    members   to  the    States-General,      An 
adlive  and  continual  correfpondcncc  was  im- 
mediately eftabliftied  between   the  Diftrids 
and  the .  Eledloral  AfTembly ;  the   latter  of 
which,  without  lofing  a  moment,  appointed 
a  ftanding  Committee  to  attend  night  and 
day  to  the  re-eftablifhment  of    order,   and 
to  employ  themfelves  in  fpeedily  forming  a 
Parifian  Bourgeois   Militia,  the  number  of 
which  was  prpvifionally  fettled  at   48,000 
men.     They  alfo  erected  different  offices,  to 
which   they   referred  all  pbjedls  of  public 

utility. 
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Utility,  and  particularly  the  meifures  to  be 
taken  for  fupplyiiig  Payis  with  provifions. 
Each  of  the  Diftrids  likewife  eftablifbed  a 
Handing  Committee.  M.  de  Flejfelles^  the 
Prevot  des  Marchandsy  was  Prcfident  of 
that  of  the  Eledors.  M.  de  Crofne^  the 
Lieutenant  of  Police,  was  fummoned  by  them 
to  give  inftfucStions  relative  to  the  fuppHcs 
for  Paris :  he  attended,  gave  all  the  infor- 
mation required  of  him,  and  then  refigned 
his  office.  This  Committee  then  employed 
themfelves  with  the  greateft  adivity  in  the 
embodying  and  training  of  the  Parifian  Mi-^ 
litia,  and  immediately  publilhed  the  Refolu^ 
tion  they  had  taken  to  this  efFed:,  which  in 
an  inftant  changed  the  fituation  of  the  ca- 
pital. 

The  preamble  of  this  Refolution  had  all 
the  concifcnefs  of  the  beft  eftabliftied  So- 
vereignty, and  ran  thus  :  ^'  The  notoriety 
*•  of  the  difoirders  and  exceffes  committed 
**  by  feveral  mobs  having  determined  the 
'?•  General  Aflfembly  to  re-eftablifli  the  Pa-  ^ 
**  fiiian  Militia,  it  is  ordered  as  follows/^ 

This  Refolution  divided  the  rounds  of  the 

fixty  Diftridis  of  Paris   into  fixteen  quar-' 

ters,  raifed  fixteen  legions  bearing  each  the 

name  of  one  of  th*  fixt^ft  quarters  reipdo- 

-    .  tively. 
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tively,  and  compofed  in  the  following  man-* 
net,  twelve  of  four  battalions,  and  four  of 
three;  in  all  fixty  battalions,  confifting  of 
four  companies  each,  cbntaining  two  hun- 
dred men,  exclufive  of  fix  officers.  The 
General  Staff  was  compofed  of  a  Comman- 
der in  Chief,  a  Deputy  Commander,  a  Ma- 
jor-General,  and  an  Adjutant-General;  the 
Field  Officers  of  each  particukr  legion  con- 
fifted  of  a  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  a 
Major,  four  Adjutants,  and  a  Deputy  Ad- 
jutant. The  Committee  refer ved  to  them- 
felves  the  right  of  appointing  the  General 
Staff  Officers  and  the  Field  Officers  of  each 
legion,  and  left  to  the  Diftridls  the  choice 
and  appointment  of  Officers  to  their  refpec- 
tive  battalions. 

At  the  fame  time  this  Refolution  eflablifh- 
ed  fixteen  principal  guard^houfes  for  the 
fixteen  legions,  and  a  particular  guard-houfe 
in  each  Diflrid.  It  ordained  alfo,  that  the 
cockade  to  be  worn  by  the  Militia  fhould 
be  of  the  colours  adopted  by  the  General  Af- 
fembly,  that  is  to  fay — ^blue,  white,  and 
red.  This  immediately  became  the  cockade 
of  the  citizens  of  all  clalTes  and  both  fexes, 
and  was  fubftituted  in  the  place  of  the  green 
one  that  had  been  taken  in  the  morning. 

This 
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.  .  This  new  Militia  was  in  warit  of  arms 
and  ammunition.  Fowling-pieces,  eutlaflcs^ 
and  piftols,  were .  borrowed  from  the  gun- 
fmiths  and  cutlers  whofe  fhops  had  efcaped 
the  pillage.  The  arms  of  the  Watch  were 
taken,  and  alfo  thofe  of  the  French  Guards^ 
who  after  ufing  them  the  evening  before 
againft  the  King's  troops  went  and  offered 
them  to  the  rebels*  A  bbat  loaded  with 
powder  was  feized  at  5^.  Nicholases  bridge; 
and  feveral  barrels,  fome  of  which  were 
filled  with  arms  and  ammunition,  were 
taken  at  the  King*s  ftables.  In  the  Faux- 
bourgs,  and  in  fome  ftreets,  the  People  made 
trenches  and  barricadoes  of  calks,  and  for- 
tified them  with  ditches,  as  if  they  expected 
a  fiege. 

The  promptnefs  with  which  the  Parifians 
organized  at  once  this  Provifional  Magif- 
tracy,  the  Bourgeois.  Militia,  and  the  fixty 
Diftri(5t  Aflemblies,  has  been  made  too  much 
a  wonder.  To  Mr.  Necker's  imprudence 
belongs  the  honour  of  this  melancholy  mi- 
racle, without  which  the  City  of  Paris  would 
have  been  under  the  neceflity  of  fubmitting 
to  the  King*s  authority,  and  of  imploring 
his  protection  againft  the  plunderers.  It 
was  the  innovating  genius  of  that  Miniftcr 

which 
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which  engendered  that  Eledoral  Affembly^ 
and  that  divifion  of  the  capital  into  fixty 
diftriifls  or  rounds,  for  the  appointment  of 
their  refpedlive  Eledors,  without  rcfleding 
that,  in  fo  immenfe  a  city  as  Paris,  where 
the  populace  is  too  numerous  not  to  be 
turbulent,  it  is  always  very  dangerous  to 
eftablifli,  or  point  out  to  the  People,  a  fet- 
tled place  of  affembling  in  each  quarter ;  it 
is  removing, the  greateft  obftacle  to  a  general 
infurred:ion.  It  was  thus  that  this  modem 
patch- work  of  an  Electoral  Aflembly,  and 
AlTemblies  of  Diftrids  devifed  for  the  ap-- 
pointment  of  Deputies  to  the  States-Ge- 
neral, became  the  corner-ftone  of  the  Revo- 
lution. 

While  the  Ele<5l:ors  of  the  Diftrids  were 
completing  the  deftrudtion  of  all  the  fprings 
of  the  Government,  and  conftrudling  a  mon- 
flrous  power  out  of  the  wrecks  of  the  Royal 
authority,  the  new.  Minifters,  imputing  the 
outrages  committed  on  the  12th  to  a  hand- 
ful of  plunderers,  who  would  be  eafily  dif- 
perfed,  had  no  uneafinefs  about  them,  or 
fliowed  none,,  and  w'ere  entirely  engaged 
with  the  petty  details  of  taking  poffeflion  of 
their  refpedlive  houfes  and  offices.  The 
Court,  full  of  confidence  in  the  Baron  de 

Breteuil, 
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Bfeteuil  participated  their  fccurityi  /The 
Affembly,  thundcrftruck  at  the  difmiffion  of 
Mr.  Necker,  fpent  their  time  in  mournful 
complainings  upon  this  pretended  public  ca-* 
lamity.  The  mofl  moderate  fpeakers  pro-^ 
pofcd  to  prefent  an  Addrefs  to  the  King  to 
iblicit  his  recall :  others^  confidering  Mh 
Ntcker  and  the  three  minifters  who  fhared 
his  difgrace  as  the  vidtims  of  defpotifm, 
were  for  voting  them  folemn  teftimonies  of 
efteem,  regret,  and  gratitude.  Count  MU 
raheaUy  who  was  equally  certain  of  making 
whichever  of  thefe  opinions  he  thought  pro* 
per  to  fupport,  preponderate,  and  of  injur* 
ing  his  popularity  if  he  oppofed  them,  kept 
a  pfofound  filence.  He  had  not  forgiven 
Mr.  NeckeVy  whom  he  no  longer  called  any 
thing  but  a  quack,  for  the  affront  of  dif- 
daining  his  fcrviccs,  and  he  had  entered  in* 
to  an  engagement  at  the  Breton  Club  to 
negledt  nothing  that  might  turn  him  out. 
His  apparent  indifference  at  fo  critical  a 
juncture  aflonifhed  all  who  were  ignorant 
of  the  motives,  when  their  attention  was 
fuddenly  called  to  a  different  obje<Sl;  by  the 
reading  of  an  Addrefs"^  from  the  Elledors  of 
Paris,  tending  to  obtain  permiflion  to  eftablifh 
a  Bourgeois  Guard, 

2  The 


JtJLY  17^9-]      ]?IlENCH    REVOLUTION*  2I3 

The  debate  on  the  Addrcfs  from  the  Elec- 
tors was  interrtrpted  and  curtailed  by  the 
arrival  of  a  packet  from  Paris,  received  by 
M.  de  Lally.  The  Aflembly,  alarmed  at  the 
fituation  of  the  capital,  the  account  of  which, 
far  from  beiilg  exaggerated  in  this  difpatch, 
"Was  deficient  and  inaccurate  in  almoft  all  the 
circumftances,  concluded  their  debates  with 
the  following  Refolution,  in  which  not  a 
word  is  faid  of  the  difmiffed  Minifters : 

**  The  National  Aflembly  unanimoufly 
**  refolve,  that  a  Deputation  fhall  be  fent  to 
**  the  King,  to  reprefent  to  him  the  dan. 
**  gcrs  which  menace  the  Capital  and  the 
'*  Kingdom,  the  neceffity  of  withdrawing 
•*  the  troops,  whofe  prefence  exafperates  and 
'*  drives  the  People  to  defpair,  and  of  truft- 
**  ing  the  defence  of  the  city  to  the  hour- 
**  geois  militia.  They  refolve  alfo,  that  if 
•*  they  obtain  the  King^s  promife  to  with- 
"  ^raw  the  troops,  and  eftablifh  the  hour- 
**  geois  militia,  they  will  fend  Deputies  to 
"  Paris  to  carry  the  confoling  news,  and  to 
•*  aflift  in  reftoring  tranquillity.'* 

The  members  of  the  Aflembly  who  were 
to  compofe  this  Deputation  were  named  by 
the^Prefident,  to  the  number  of  forty,  and 
repaired  immediately  to  the  Palace,  The 
-    Vot.L  ,  S  King, 
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King,  informed  of  what  had  been  paOing  in 
the  Aflembly,  admitted  the  Deputation  as 
foon  as  they  were  announced.  The  Arch- 
bifhop  of  ViennCf  who  was  the  fpeaker, 
beginning  with  thefe  words — **  The  Na- 
tional Aflembly/'  his  Majefty  interrupted 
him,  and  faid — **  Say  the  States-General/* 
The  prelate  again  beginning  liis  fpeech, 
dared,  in  fpite  of  the  order  he  had  juft  re- 
ceived, to  repeat  the  fame  words  he  had 
uffed ;  and  unfortunately  the  King  was  weak 
enough  to  fufFer  it.  What  could  this  De- 
putation have  replied,  if  his  Majefty  had 
had  the  firmnefs  to  fay  to  them,  *'  The  Af- 
'*  fembly  I  convoked  is  an  Affembly  of  the 
^*  States-General ;  it  is  to  that  Affembly 
**  that  the  Nation  has  deputed  yoii ;  it  is  by 
**  that  title  alone  you  are  admitted  to  my 
**  prefence;  I  will  not  fuffer  you  to  take 
*'  another;  if  you  are  not  Deputies  of  the 
**  States-General,  I  neither  ought  nor  will 
'*  receive  you — withdraw/' 

It  is  true,  that,  to  fpeak  in  this  manner 
without  increafing  the  embarraffments  of  his 
fituation,  the  King  fhould  have  previoufly 
adopted  with  the  firawft  refolution  a  goie* 
ral  plan  of  condud:,  in  which  the  diffolu* 
tion  of  the  Affembly  fliould  have  becin  de- 

t^rmioed. 
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tcnnined,  and  the  energetic  meafures  to  ac- 
company and  follow  that  determination 
fhould  have  been  invariably  fettled.  It  was 
the  part  of  the  Minifters^  and  chiefly  of  the 
Baron  de  Breteuil^  or  of  the  Keeper  of  the 
Seals,  to  prefent  this  plan;  and  if,  after  the 
inveftigation  of  it  in  the  Council,  all  the 
Miniflers  had  infifted  with  vigour  and  unani- 
mity upon  the  neceflity  of  adopting  it,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that  they  would  have 
prevailed  with  the  King,  But  no  fuch  plan 
was  ever  propcfed  to  his  Majefty,  and  the 
new  Miniftry  went  on  day  after  day  in  the 
manner  of  their  predeceflbrs. 

The  Archbifhop  of  Vienne  fpoke  with 
great  energy  upon  the  alarming  ftate  of  the 
capital,  of  the  danger  there  was  that  the 
whole  kingdom  would  be  foon  agitated  with 
the  fame  troubles ;  propofed  the  removal  of 
ihc  troops,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
bourgeois  militia,  as  the  only  means  of  i*e- 
ftoring  order  and  tranquillity  in  Paris ;  and 
concluded  by  obferving,  that  the  changes 
that  had  taken  place  in  the  Miniflry  were  the 
eaufe  to  which  the  prefent  misfortunes  were 
to  be  attributed. 

The  King,  after  reading  the  Refolution 
S  2  '  which 
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which  was  put  into  his  hands.  Made  the 
following  anfwer  to  the  Deputation : 

*'  I  have  already  informed  you  of  my  in-^ 
*^*  tentions  in  regard  to  the  mcafures  which 
**  the  diforders  of  Paris  have  forced  me  to 
*  *  take.  I  alone  am  to  judge  of  their  neceffity, 
*'  and  I  cannot  in  this  refped:  make  any  al- 
**  teration.  Some  towns  have  a  guard  for 
♦•  themfelves,  but  the  extent  of  the  capital 
**  does  not  allow  of  a  guard  of  this  kind. 
*•  I  make  no  doubt  of  the  purenefs  of  the 
'*  motives  which  lead  you  to  offer  your  fer- 
'*  vices  on  this  affecting  occafion  ;  but  your 
•*  prefence  in  Paris  would  do  no  good,  and 
"  it  is  neceffary  here  for  the  acceleration  of 
^*  your  important  labours^  the  cor^tinuance 
••  of  which  I  recommend  to  you/* 

The  unexpeded  firmnefs  of  this  reply  re- 
Vivdfd  fome  hopes  in  the  minds  of  the  Roy- 
alifts,  and  for  a  moment  fpread  confterna- 
tion  and  doubt  in  thofe  of  the  feditious  ;  but 
the  audacity  of  the  latter  was  much  recruited 
by  a  propofal  from  M.  de  la  Fayette  to  de- 
^  clare  the  new  Minifters  refponfible  for  the 
prcfent  events,  and  for  thofe  that  might  be 

the 
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the  confequence  of  them.  This  infolent 
motion  produced  feveral  others  more  or  lefs 
feditious,  which  intoxicated  the  majority, 
and  intimidated  the  minority  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  the  following  Refolution  was 
paffed  without  oppofition : 

'*  The  Affembly,  interpreter  of  the  Na- 
**  tion^s  will,  declare,  that  Mr.  Necker^  and 
**  the  other  Minifters  who  have  been  lately 
**  removed,  carry  with  them  their  efteem 
•*  and  their  regret  s  that,  terrified  at  the 
**  fata!  confequences  which  may  attend  the 
^^  King*s  anfwer,  they  will  neyer  ceafe  from 
^\  infifting  upon  the  removal  of  the  troops. 
"  affembled  in  an  unufual  manner  near 
*^  Paris  and  Verfailles,  and  upon  the  eftablifh* 
'^  ment  of  the  bourgeois  guards, 

•*  They  declare  again,  that  there  can  be 
**  no  intervenient  agent  between  the  King 
^^  and  the  National  Aflembly. 

'  *'  They  declare,  that  the  Minifters  and 
^*  civil  and  military  Officers  in  power  are 
*^  refpcHifible  for  evejy  attempt  againft  the 
**  rights  of  the  Nation,  and  againft  the  De^ 
**  crees  of  this  Aflembly ; 

•*  That  the  prefent  Minifters  and  Coum- 

^*  fellors  of  his  Majefty,  of  whatever  rank 

'^  and  ftate  they  may  be,  or  whatever  offices 

S3  •'  they 
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^*  they  may  hold,  arc  perfonally  refponfible 
**  for  the  prefent  misfortunes,  and  for  all 
•*  thofe  that  may  follow; 

**  That  as  the  public  debt  has  been  put 
V*  under  the  fecurity  of  the  French  honour 
**  and  fidelity,  and  as  the  Nation  does  not 
**  refufe  to  pay  the  intereft  of  it,  no  power 
**  has  a  right  to  pronounce  the  infamous 
**  word  Bankruptcy  ;  no  power  has  a  right 
^*  to  hurt  the  public  credit,  under  what 
**  form  or  denomination  foever. 

**  Laftly,  the  National  Affembly  declare, 
'*  that  they  perfift  in  their  preceding  Refo- 
**  lutions,  and  efjpecially  in  thofe  of  the 
"  17th,  20th,  and  23d  of  June  laft, 

**  The  prefent  Refolution  fhall  be  fent  by 
**  the  Prefident  of  the  Aflembly  to  the  King, 
*'  and  fhall  be  printed  and  publifhed.'* 

It  was  alfo  refolved,  that  a  copy  of  thi§ 
Refolution  fhould  be  tranfmitted  to  the  four 
Minifters  who  had  been  difmiffed,  and  that 
the  Affembly  fhould  continue  fitting  the 
whole  night  through.  The  advanced  age 
of  the  Archbifhop  of  Vienne  not  permitting 
him  to  continue  fo  long  without  intermption 
the  laborious  duties  of  the  Prefident -s  officp, 
the  Aflfembly  adjourned  to  one  of  their  Com- 
mittee Chambers  to  appoint  a  Vicc-Prefidcnt, 
%  and 


JutY  I789-3      FRENCH    REVOLITTION.  219 

and  M.  de  la  Fayette  was  chofen  by  a  great 
majority  of  votes.  The  Palais-Royal  Pa- 
triots alfo  conftituted  thcmfclvcs  permanent 
in  the  garden  and  adjacent  cofiee-hoiifes. 

If  at  this  critical  moment  the  Affembly, 
confulting  only  the  dangers  of  the  State  and 
the  Monarchy,  had  wifhed  to  fave  one  and 
the  other,  they  had  but  one  part  to  take,  that 
of  rallying  freel)^  and,  entirely  on  the  fide  of 
the  King,  and  of  employing  all  the  means 
in  their  power  to  give  or  to  reftore  to  the  Go- 
vernment the  full  authority  which  it  ftood 
in  need  of  to  fupprefs  fo  cxtenfive  an  infur- 
red:ion.  But  whether  it  was  that  the  firm* 
nefs  of  the  King's  reply  raifcd  an  apprehcn- 
fion  in  the  Aflcmbly,  that  it  was  the  inten^ 
tion  of  the  new  Minifters  to  difTolve  or  re-^ 
move  them  to  fome  other  place,  or  that  they 
were  led  by  the  hope  ^f  acquiring  greater 
popularity,  and  of  augmenting  their  own 
power  with  all  that  they  ftrippcd  from  the 
King,  they  had  the  effrontery,  or  rather 
the  ti^cacherous  bafenefs,  to  rally  on  the 
|tde  pf  the  rebels,  by  renewing  their  firft 
z£^s  pf  tT^afon*,  and  by  adding  to  this 
cyiffie,  that  pf  countenancing,  in  the  fame 

♦  The  Rcfolutions  of  the  ^jt^ij^  «oth,  ^nd  23d  of  June. 

S4  Ricfo^ 
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Refolution^  infinuations  the  moft  fitted  to 
throw  contempt  upon  his  Majefty*s  autho- 
rity, and  render  his  intentions  odious.  Hif- 
tory,  therefore,  in  ranking  this  Refolution 
among  the  moft  criminal  adls  of  Jreafon 
will  give  it  the  only  title  that  it  defprves, 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  VIII, 


Falfe  Alarms — Violent  Murmurs  againji 
the  Delay  of  the  ElcEloral  AJfembly  in 
procuring  Arms  * —  T/ie  Hotel-des-Inva-r 
lides  attacked  and  plundered — The  Baf 
tile  ajfaulted  and  taken-^Death  of  M^ 
de  Launay — Several  Invalids  majfacred^ 
ethers  hanged  at  a  Lamp-pofty  and  the 
rejl  faved  by  the  French  Guards — Pri-- 
f oners  found  in  the  Bajlile — Ajfajfma^ 
'  tion  ofM.  de  Flejfelles — His  Head  and  M. 
de  Launafs  carried  to  the  Falais-Royal 
on  Pikes  by  the  Populace — Terror  of  one 
of  the  French  Guards  -who  was  borne  in 
Triumph  in  the  Train-^rrRefleElions  upon 
Lettres  de  Cachet,  and  upon  State-Prifons 
^^The  Affair  of  the  Cardinal  de  Rohan 
and  of  Madame  de  la  Mothe. 

During   the    night   between   the    13th 
and  1 4th   the  plunder    was  fufpended    at 

Paris, 
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Paris,  and  the  town  would  have  been  very- 
tranquil,  if  the  alarm  had  not  been  kept  up 
by  gangs  of  worthlefs  people  running  from 
ftreet  to  ftrect,  bawling  (bmetimes  to  fet  out 
lights,  at  others  to  extinguifli  them ;  which 
obliged  the  inhabitants  to  be  conftantly  go- 
ing to  their  windows  to  manage  their  can- 
dles according  to  the  orders  of  thofe  vaga- 
-bonds.  The  retreat  of  the  troops  that  were 
encamped  in  the  Champs  Elyftcs  alfo  ex- 
cited great  uneafinefs.  It  was  fuppofcd  that 
Marflial  Broglio  had  withdrawn  them  to 
form  a  junction  with  other  regi^n^pts,  in 
order  to  attack  t|ie  capital  with  a  greater 
force  at  a  moment  when  it  was  leaft  §Xi 
pedled. 

The  diftri(3:s,  as  their  battalions  were 
formed,  fent  deputation  upon  deputation  to 
the  Hotel 'de-Ville  to  afk  for  arms,  and  only 
obtained  feme  bad  pikes,  Avith  which  they 
Were  obliged  to  be  contented  till  they  could 
get  better.  Thofe  who  were  in  the  grcateft 
hurry  bought  for  little  or  nothing  guns, 
piftols,  and  cutlaffes,  from  the  plunderers, 
who  had  taken  them  in  the  houfes  and 
Ihops  which  they  had  pillaged.  I  have 
/een  a  very  handfome  double-barrelled  gun 
which  on  that  day  was  fold  for  ten  Ihillings  ? 

half- 
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half-a-crown  was  the  price  of  a  commoii 
one;  and  a  piftol  or  cutlafs  coft  no  more 
than  fix-pence. 

In  this  manner  the  hired  banditti,  who 
had  taken  the  lead  in  all  the  infurrcdtions  of 
the  two  preceding  days,  difarmed  with  their 
own  will,  and  having  executed  their  com- 
mifTion  at  Paris,  left  it  to  fpread  themfelvcs 
over  the  neighbouring  towns,  and  through 
the  provinces,  where  they  propagated,  with 
the  greateft  rapidity,  the  fpirit  of  infurrec- 
tion  and  rebellion. 

Notwithftanding  the  retreat  of  the  bri- 
gands, Paris  continued  in  a  Hate  of  extreme 
fermentation.  Lx)ud  murmurs  were  raifed 
againft  the  dilatorinefs  of  the;  Electoral  Af- 
fembly  in  procuring  arms.  They  were  ac- 
cufed  of  negligence,  of  incapacity,  and  even 
of  treachery,  in  fpite  of  the  evident  impof- 
fibility  of  procuring  48,000  ftand  of  arms 
in  one  day.  It  was  much  eafier  to  find  a 
Commander  in  Chief*  for  this  new  bour- 
geois militia ;  and  the  Eleftors  had  already 
appointed  to  that  rank  an  officer  retired  from 
fervice,  whofe  recommendation  arofe  far 
lefs  from  his  talents  than  from  his  patriotic 
boafting;  his  name  was  La  Salle  D^OJfe^ 
fftond.  **  But  what  ufc/'  cried  the  Peo- 
ple, 
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plc,  **  have  we  for  a  Commander  in  Chief, 
if  we  have  no  arms  ?'*  It  was  known  that 
there  was  a  great  quantity  at  the  Invalids* 
A  few  days  before  all  that  were  at  the  Arfe- 
nal  had  been  fcnt  thither,  and  the  Palais^ 
Royal  haranguers  never  ceafed  perfuading 
their  auditors  to  go  and  fcize  them.  This  fooa 
becoming  the  general  wi(h,  and  the  chief 
cry  of  the  immcnfe  crowd  with  wliich  the 
Place  de  Greve  was  filled,  Ethys  de  Corny ^ 
the  King's  Solicitor  of  the  former  Munici- 
pality, iffued  from  the  Hotel-de-Ville,  and, 
putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  People, 
led  them  to  the  Hotel^des-Invalides.  He  pre^ 
fcntcd  himfelf  firft  at  the  iron-gate,  and, 
finding  it  locked,  defired  to  fpeak  with  the 
Governor.  M.  de  Sombreuil  came  out  to 
him,  attended  by  the  Staff  Officers ;  and  per-.. 
ceiVing  a  great  number  of  the  citizens  among 
the  multitude  who  accompanied  Ethys  de 
Corny ^  he  ordered  the  gate  to  be  opened  to 
him,  and  allowed  hirn  to  bring  in  a  few 
others.  The  gate  was  (hut  as  foon  as  they 
.entered ;  and  "the  King's  Solicitor  informed 
M*  de  Spmbreuil  that  the  pbjed:  of  hi$  com- 
ing was  to  demand  a  generd  fearch  through 
the  Hotel,  and  to  diftribute  among  the  citi^ 
?ens  all  the  arms  they  could. find,  M.  dcSom^ 

breuil 
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breuil  immediately  replied,  that  he  was 
bound  by  the  King's  orders,  and  the  duties' 
of  his  office,  to  refufe  thefe  demands. 

During  this  interview,  the  People,  impat-^ 
tient,  never  ceafed  crying  out,  **  Make  hajie^ 
we  want  arms.^^  Thefe  clamours  madi 
Ethys  de  Carny  move  urgent  in  his  denund, 
and  M.  de  Sombreuil  more  timid  in  his  re- 
fufal.  The  latter  becoming  more  and 
more  doubtful  what  part  he  ought  to 
take,  determined  to  retire  and  confer  with 
the  chief  officers.  This  adt  of  extreme 
weaknefs  being  miftaken  by  the  multitude 
for  an  adt  of  vigour,  they  faid  and  believed 
that  M.  de  Sombreuil  had  only  retired  to 
order  out  the  troops,  afid  advance  the  artil- 
lery. In  an  inftant  the  aflailants  fprang  in- 
to the  ditch  in  crowds,  crofled  it,  climbed 
the  iron*rails,  and  leaped  into  the  court, 
howling  dreadfully  all  the  time.  TheJittle 
judgment  M.  de  Sombreuil  had  left  forfook 
him  upon  jhis  irruption,  which  he  did.  not 
expedt.  He  had  orders  to  repel  force  by 
force,  if  the  brigands  approached  the  In- 
valids. **  But,'*  faid  he,  **  the  citizens  arc 
**  not  the  brigands,  and  my  inftrudlions  fay 
**  nothing  in  regard  to  the  citizens.  I  have 
•*  not  time  to  fend  or  wait  for  frefh  orders, 

**  and 
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^^  ind  t  am  not  permitted  to  interpret  what 
<M  do  not  find  in  thof^  that  have  been 
*•  given  me/*  This  rcafotiing^  or  rather 
this  doting  of  age  and  timidity^  detennined 
him  to  allow  the  citizens  and  their  retinue 
to  enter,  without  confidering  that  citizens 
who  play  the  part  of  ruffians,  and  who 
place  themfelves  at  their  head,  ought  to  be 
diftinguiihed  from  them  only  to  be  the 
more  fevcrely  puniflicd.  However,  he  re- 
turned into  the  court,  and  ordered  the  gates 
to  be  opened  to  the  People,  In  a  moment 
all  the  halls  of  the  Hotel,  the  cellars,  the 
garrets,  the  rooms,  and  the  gardens,  were 
given  up  to  the  fearch  of  feven  or  eight 
thoufand  furies.  In  lefs  than  five  minutes 
the  cannon  were  all  carried  off  with  incredir 
ble  rapidity.  The  Invalids  themfelves  were 
eager  to  point  out  all  the  rcpofitories*  The 
moft  confiderable  was  in  the  vault  under  the 
dome;  thither  the  crowd  poured  dqwn  with 
as  much  confufion  as  eagernefs,  Thoie  who 
went  firft  attempting  to  return  with  the  muf- 
kets  they  had  feized,  were  thrown  down  by 
thofe  whom  they  met  running  in  fearch  of 
arms ;  while  fome,  to  fave  themfelves  the 
trouble  of  going  down,  fought  with  thofe 
who  were  coming  up  for  the  guns  they  had 

taken. 
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taken.  In  this  tumult  the  candles  with  \yhich 
the  vault  had  been  lighted  went  out,  and 
darknefs  increafed  the  confufion  :  not  a  gun 
remained,  but  next  day  fevcral  wounded 
perfons  and  fome  dead  bodies  were  found 
in  the  place.  The  arms  of  every  kind 
lodged  at  the  Hotel  and  Guard-houfe  were 
carried  off,  together  with  the  drums  and 
colours  ;  they  did  not  even  leave  the  fentry 
a  fword  to  mount  guard.  The  pillage,  how- 
ever. Was  confined  to  arms ;  the  furniture 
and  other  efFedl^  were  not  touched. 

This  expedition,  which  was  completed 
in  lefs  than  half  an  hour,  enabled  the  Pa- 
rifians  to  arm  a  great  part  of  their  militia ; 
all  the  important  pofts  were  provided  with 
guard-iioufes  and  with  cannon ;  a  confider- 
able  body  well-armed  was  drawn  up  in  or-  ^ 
der  of  battle  oppofitc  the  regiments  en- 
cimped  in  the  Champ-de-Mars,  and  feemcd 
to  defy  them.  From  this  time  no  carriage 
was  allowed  to  go  out  of  Paris,  and  all  that 
were  met  by  the  patrols,  who  were  marching 
through  the  ftreets  in  great  numbers,  were 
fent  to  the  HoteUde-ViUe.  Several  horfe- 
men  were  alfo  flopped,  and  among  others 
two  couriers  from  the  Court,  who  were 
taken  before  the   Ele^ors,  affembled  in  a 

per* 
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feimancnt  Committee.  The  difpatcbcs 
found  on  the  couriers  were  feized,  op6ncdf 
and  publicly  read.  One  of  thefe  difpatchea 
was  addrefled  to  the  MarquiS  de  Launay, 
Governor  of  the  Baftile,  and  contained  or- 
dfcis  to  hold  out  to  the  laft  extremity. 

It  was  the  more  important  for  the  rebels 
to  be  acquainted  with  this  order,  and  to  pre- 
tent  its  being  delivered,  as  their  plan  was 
toibllow  up  the  attack  of  the  HoteLdt-Ville 
by  that  of  the  Baftile.  Befides  the  certainty 
of  finding  arms  in  that  State-Prifon,  they 
cfteemed  the  redudtion  of  it  as  the  moft  de- 
cifive  revolutionary  a<5l.  None  indeed  could 
be  better  fitted  to  excite  madnefs  in  the  Peo- 
ple, who  were  {o  flupid  as  to  be  perfuaded 
that  their  liberty  was  the  grand  objedt  of  all 
the  exceffes  of  which  they  were  rendered 
the  inftruraent,  and  accordingly  the  attack 
of  the  Baftile  was  determined  upon.  This 
|amous  achievement,  fo  ridiculoufly  cele- 
brated by  the  Parifian  populace,  ftamped 
the  Revolution  with  that  chara<Jter  of 
atrocity  which  it  has  retained,  and  in  this 
light  deferves  to  be  known  in  all  its  de- 
tails. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  by  day-break,  feyen 
hot-headed  young  men,  excited  •by  the  ora- 
tors 
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tors  who  had  fpent  the  night  at  the  Palais^ 
Royal f  ran  to  the  Baftille,  and  defired  to 
fpeak  with  the  Governor,  under  pretence  of 
infornfHng  themfelves  whether  he  had  any 
arms  at  his  difpofal,  and  would  truft  the  in- 
habitants of  Paris  with  them,  to  enable  them 
to  defend  themfelves  againft  the  brigands* 
The  guard- having  anfwered  them  firmly, 
that  his  orders  were  to  admit  nobody,  they 
went  away.  Some  minutes  after,  a  more 
numerous  deputation,  alfo  compofed  of 
young  men,  was  tuhied  back  in  the  fame 
manner.  A  confiderable  mob  then  appeared, 
and  attempted  to  enter  the  court  by  force. 
Thi^  the  guard  oppofed,  and  informed  them, 
by  the  Governor's  order,  that  thofe  who  did 
not  retire  fhould  be  fired  upon.  This  decla^ 
ration  being  thrice  repeated  in  vain,  M.  de 
Launay  ordered  fome  mufkcts  to  be  fired 
from  the  Caftle,  which,  without  hurting  any 
body,  produced  the  defired  eflFedl  of  dif- 
perfing  the  mob.  But  at  the  noife  of  the 
difcharge,  new  groups  were  formed  and 
came  up  from  all  quarters ;  fome  faying 
they  were  fent  by  the  Hotel-de-Ville^  and 
others  by  the  Diftrids.  M.  de  Launay  gave 
orders  for  the  adniiffion  of  one  Belon; 
.  an  officer,  who  headed  the  party  that 
Vol.  I.  T  pretended 
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pretended  to  be  fcnt  by  the  Hotdl-de-Ville, 
and  Thuriot  de  la  Roziere^  an  attorney,  who 
was  at  the  head  of  a  deputation  from  a  dif- 
trid-  He  received  them  very  politely,  de- 
claring that  he  had  no  hoftilc  intention,  and 
Ihould  only  defend  himfelf  if  he  were  at- 
tacked. '  He  was  alfo  imprudent  enough  to 
tell  them,  that  the  cannon  on  the  platforms 
were  not  loaded,  and  had  been  removed 
from  the  cmbrafures,  and  even  allowed  theoi 
to  go  and  fee  that  it  was  fo : — z  pemliflion 
they  did  not  hefitate  to  make  ufe  of.  His 
condefcenfion  went  ftill  farther,  arid  he  made 
the  officers  and  foldiers  on  guard  at  the 
Caftle  fwear  before  them,  not  to  make  ufe 
of  their  arms  unlefs  they  fhould  be  attacked. 
The  Deputies  went  aWay  completely  fatis- 
fied  with  the  pacific  difpofition  of  the  Gover- 
nor>  and  afllu'ed  him  that  they  would  go  and 
difperfe  the  crowds.  But  thefc  were  fb 
greatly  augmented  during  the  negotiation, 
that  Belon  and  Thuriot,  on  coming  out  of 
the  Baftille,  fotind  themfelves  in  the  midft  of 
people  who,  not  knowing  them,  took  them 
for  impoftors  or  traitors;  wfio  were  more 
difpofed  to  hang  them  than  to  liften  to 
them,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  they 
efcaped  with  their  lives.  .  While  they  were 
2  ftruggling 
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ftwggling  with  the  crowd,  two  perfons  whp 
had  got  upon  the  top  of  a  perfumer's  houfe, 
made  their  way  to  the  wall  adjoining  thp 
guard-houfe,  fituated  clofe  to  the  draw- 
bridge, leading  to  the  Government  court: 
upon  this  wall  they  fat  themfelves  aftridc, 
and  in  that  manner  drawing  themfelves  acrofs 
to  the  guard-houfe,  leaped  into  the  court* 
There  they  found  nobody,  for  the  Governor 
had  ordered  all  the  garrifon  into  the  Caftle. 
The  example  of  the  two  men  was  very  foon 
followed  by  fomc  of  their  comrades;  and 
the  firft  thing  they  did,  was  to  lower  the 
little  draw-bridge,  fixed  befide  the  great  one, 
and  intended  for  people  on  foot.  As  foon 
as  this  was  done,  feveral  perfons  armed  with 
hatchets  joined  them,  and  fet  about  hammer- 
ing down  the  great  draw-bridge,  which  cut 
ojff  the  , principal  entrance  to  the  Caftle, 
They  foon  broke  or  unloofed  the  chain  of  if, 
and  in  falling  it  cruflied  one  man  to  deatb^ 
and  wounded  another.  In  an  inilant  the 
crowd  prefled  into  the  court,  made  their  way 
into  .the  Goyemor's  ho\ife,  .and  ran  with  fury 
through  all  the  apartments,  breaking  and 
jruining  whatever  could  not  be  pillaged. 

M.  dfi  Lat^n^  might  have  eafily  deftroyed 
»11  thefc  banditti,  if  he  had  been  willing  to 

T  2  fire 
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fire  upon  them  with  canifter-fhot ;  he  might 
silfo  have  prevented  their  breaking  in,  by 
beating  down  the  wall  next  the  guard-houfc 
with  a  few  cannon-balls,  or  even  by  fhooting 
thofe  who  were  climbing  along  it :  but  he 
only  wifhed  to  frighten  them ;  and  thinking 
that  a  difcharge  of  mufketry  would  be 
enough  to  difperfe  the  crowd  that  filled  his 
houfe  and  the  Government  cOurt,  he  ordered 
it  to  be  made;  but  the  fire  could  only  be 
diredled  upon  the  people  in  the  court,  and  in 
the  moats.  This  difcharge  wounded  fome,arid 
put  a  great  number  to  flight.  The  boldcft 
betook  themfelves  behind  the  walls  and 
under  the  gates,  \Vhile  the  fugitives  ran  about 
reporting  every  where,  that  the  garrifon  was 
keeping  up  a  rolling  fire  of  mufketry  and 
artillery  on  the  people.  If  what  they  faid 
had  been  tnie— 'if  the  firft  difcharge  had 
been  immediately  followed  by  two  or  three 
others,  and  accompanied  with  fomc  fife  from 
the  cannon,  this  pretended  fiege  of  the 
Baflille  would  only  have  been  famous  in  hif- 
tory  for  the  cowardice  of  the  afTailants,    -  = 

The  exaggerated  reports  which  were  car- 
ried to  the  Hotel'de-VilU  of  what  was  paff- 
ing  in  the  Faugbourg  St.  Antoine,  deter- 
mined the  Electors  to  fend  a  deputation-  to 

M.  dc 
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M.  de  La/unay,  and  at  that  very  moment 
fxdh  crowds  were  drawing  the  cannon  that 
had  been  taken  in  the  morning  from  the  In* 
valides  to  the  Baftille*  Thofe  cannon  were 
foon  planted  at  different  points,  and  played 
upon  the  Caftle ;  while  from  the  windows 
and  tops  of  the  neighbouring  houfes  the 
Invalids  who  from  time  to  time  appeared 
upon  the  platform  were  fhot.  In  this  man- 
jicr  was  the  garrifon  of  the  Baftille,  confift- 
|ng  of  a  hundred  and  fourteen  men,  of 
which  number  eighty rt wo  were  Invalids^ 
and  thirty-twQ  Swifs  belonging  to  the  regi- 
ment of  SaliS'Damade,  attacked  by  near 
thirty^  thoufand  men  and  women,  among 
whom  was  a  great  nujDhejr  of  the  French 
Guards, 

When  nothing  more  was  left  in  the 
Governor's  houfe  to  be  pillaged  or  burnt, 
the  houfe  itfelf -^as  fet  on  fire,  and  that  and 
the  guard-houfe  were  in  flames  when  the 
deputation  icnt  by  the  Eledors  arrived,  with 
a- white  flag  before  them,  at  the  firft  gate  of 
the  Caftie,  The  pepple  crowding  round  the 
]>eputi€S  prevented  them  from  advancing, 
imder  pretence  of  the  dangers  to  which  they 
wawld.bc  cxpofed*  M.  de  Launay^  on  fee^ 
ing  the  wl^te  flag,  had  flattered  himfelf  that 
T3  they 
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they  were  coining  to  propofe  fome  means  of 
ccmciliation  to  him;  but  this  hope  being 
foon  deftroycd  by  the  flag  becoming  ftation- 
ary,  he  ordered  fome  mufkets  to  be  fired 
upon  the  incendiaries,  who  were  at  firft 
frightened;  but  who  finding  that  no  perfon 
was  killed,  recovered  themfelves,and  returned 
to  their  work  with  more  violence  than  ever ; 
they  brought  up  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
planted  them  at  the  opening  of  the  aveni^ 
to  the  court  of  the  Caflle.  M.  de  Launay^ 
on  obferving  thcfe  difpofitions,  ordered  an^ 
other  volley  of  muiketry,  and  a  cannon 
loaded  with  canifler^fhot  to  be  difchargecl 
from  the  top  of  one  of  the  tpwers  into  th© 
ftreet  St.  Antoine.  The  aflailants  were  little 
difconcerted  by  this ;  they  were  much  more 
ruffled  by  the  many  accidents  produced  by 
their  unfkilfulnefs  and  inexperience  in  hand-?' 
ling  fire-arms,  and  particularly  the  cannon. 

The  Deputies  of  the  Eledoral  Afli^nbly 
having  returned  to  the  Hotel-de-Ville  with- 
out having  been  able  to  execute  their  com- 
miffion,  the  Permanent  Committee  fcnt  a  fc- 
cond  deputation,  at  the  hesid  of  which  was 
the  Abbe  Fauchet;  but  thefe  were  ftill  mor# 
eafily  diffuaded  by  the  people  from  pro- 
ceeding: for  the  Abbe  Fauchet  hatylng  kfs 

courage 
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courage  than  effrontery,  very  readily  believed 
that  there  Was  great  danger  in  going  for- 
ward ;  on  which  he  returned  to  the  Hotels 
de-Vitle,  where  he  gave  the  moft  dreadful 
account  of  the,  Jcenes  of  horror  he  had 
witnefTed.  A  third  deputation  was  fent  to 
the  Baftilie,  with  as  little  fucccft  as  the  for* 
men  The  inftrudlions  of  the  two  laft  were 
drawn  up  in  the  following  manner : 

**  The  Permanent  Committee  of  the  Pari- 
**  fian  Militia,  taking  into  confideration 
*•  that  there  ought  to  be  no  military  force  in 
*•  Paris  but  that  of  the  Town,  charge  the 
**  Deputies  whom  they  fend  to  the  Marquis 
•*  de  Launay,  Commander  of  the  Baftilie, 
**  to  aflc  him  if  he  is  difpofed  to  receive 
*'  into  that  fortrefs  the  Parifian  Militia, 
♦*  to  defend  it  in  concert  with  the  troop j 
*^  already  there,  and  to  be  under  command 
*^  of  the  Town.  Done  at  the  -  Hotel-de^ 
•^  Villt,  July  14th,  1789,  Signed  De 
*•  Meffelks,  Prevot  and  Prefident  of  the 
^  Comroitec :  De  la  Vigne^  Prefident  of  the 
•*  Elcaors,  &c.  &c.'' 

M.  dt  Launay^  not  receiving,  and  not 

being  able  to  receive  any  orders  from  the 

Court,  was  driven  to  the  alternative  of  mak'». 

ing  a  horrible  carnage  among  the  aflailants, 

T4  by 
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by  defending  himfelf  vigoroufly  to  the  laft 
extremity,  or  of  expofing  his  garrifbn  and 
himfelf  to  be  maflacred  by  furrcndeting. 
His  duty  and  fafety  prefcribed  the  former, 
his  melancholy  fate  impelled  him  to  the 
latter.  He  made  the  drums  beat  a  parley, 
and  fixed  a  napkin  to  the  end  of  a  bayonet 
upon  one  of  the  towers  to  fhow  that  hede-* 
fired  to  capitulate.  This  fignal  of  fubmif- 
fion  and  peace,  far  from  pacifying  the  aflail- 
ants,  excited  in  them  a  joy  of  a  furious  and 
fanguinary  nature,  which  they  manifefted  by 
Srepeated  volleys  of  mufketry  and  artillery* 
M.  de  Launay,  judging  by  this  ferocity 
what  kind  of  people  they  were  into  whofe 
hands  he  was  about  to  fall,  on  being  afked 
by  the  garrifon,  what  propofal  they  (hould 
make,  anfwered,  **  Stipulate,  Not  to  be 
maflacred/*  Upon  this  reply,  one  of  the 
officers  wrote  the  following  words^  with  a 
pencil,  on  a  piece  of  paper,  and  paffed  it 
through  the  fmall  opening  of  the  diuw-> 
bridge :  '*  We  have  twenty  thoufand  weig^ 
**  of  powder;  and  if  you  do  opt  accept  our 
"  capitulation,  we  will  blow  up  the  garri* 
**  fon,  and  all  the  quarters  about  it.- *  Show* 
jng  this  to  the  aiTailants,  he  cried  as  loud  as 
he  could,  '*  We  are  willing  to  furrcndfcr, 

*•  provided 
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•*  provided  we  are  aflUred  that  the  troops 
•*  fhall  not  be  maflacred/' 

From  the  widenefs  of  the  ditch,  the 
papex  was  at  too  great  a  diflance  to  be  read  ; 
but  the  People  managed  to  reach  it  by  means 
of  a  long  plank,  pulhed  towards  the  draw- 
bridge. The  firft  man  who  attempted  to 
get  .upon  the  plank  fell  into  the  moat.  A 
perfon  of  the  name  of  Mai/lard,  whom 
we  have  fince  fecn  playing  a  principal  part 
in  all  the  commotions  of  the  capital,  had 
the  dexterity  to  advance  near  enough  to  the 
bridge  to  reach  the  paper,  which  he  gave  to 
one  of  his  comrades,  who,  fixing  it  to  the 
point  of  his  fword,  raifcd  it  fufficiently  high 
to  be.  read  by  the  aflailants.  As  foon  as  the 
contents  werp  known,  they  cried  out  one 
and  all-:-**  On  the  faith  of  French  foldiers, 
**  we  accept  it^  and  will  do  you  no  harm; 
**  let  down  the  bridge." 

M*  de  Launay  confiding  in  this  promife, 
prdered  at  firft  the  draw-bridge  of  the.  little 
gate  to  be  let  down.  From  fifteen  to  twenty 
perfpns  immediately  rufhjed  in,  and  the  reft 
of  the  crowd  would  have  followed,  had 
not  fome  of  the  French  Giiards  prevented  it, 
by  placing  themfelves  at  the  outer  end  of  the 
bridge^     The  fentry  who  opened  the  little 

gate. 
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gate,  aflccd  the  firft  who  came  up,  what  they 
wanted.  *•  The  Baftillc  to  be  furrendcred/* 
they  replied;  and  at  the  fame  inftant  the 
great-draw^bridge  was  lowered.  Before  it 
was  quite  down,  a  grenadier  of  the  French 
Guards  fprang  upon  it,  and  was  followed  by 
the  populace. 

The  garrifon  appeared  without  their 
arms,  and  making  a  lane;  the  Invalids  to 
the  right,  and  the  Swifs  in  their  undrefs 
to  the  left,  received  this  immcnfe  crowd, 
with  their  hats  off,  clapping  their  hands, 
and  (houting  **  Bravo  T^  repeatedly,  as  if 
it  had  been  truly  a  great  adl  of  bravery  to 
enter  through  an  open  and  undefended  gate  i 
for  in  that  precifely  confiftcd  the  famous 
conqueft  of  the  Baflille.  They  who  had 
conftituted  themfelves  the  leaders  of  that^ 
body  of  heroes  defiring  to  fpeak  with 
the  Govemor,  he  was  pointed  out  to  them 
by  a  foldier.  They  went  up  to  him,  and, 
after  groflly  infulting  him,  informed  him 
that  they  were  goipg  to  condud:  him  to  the 
Hotel'de-Ville.  One  of  them  led  the  way, 
carrying  the  capitulation  on  the  point  of  his 
fword ;  he  was  followed  by  Maillard^  who 
had  taken  poffeffion  of  the  colours.  After 
them  came  M.  de  Launay^  in  a  grey  coat, 

and 
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^nd  without  his  hat,  between  two  men, 
who  held  him  by  the  amis,  and  who  had 
promifcd  him  that  they  would  protect 
him*.  They  did  in  fad  all  they  could  to 
ihield  him  from  the  rage  of  the  furies  that 
formed  their  retinue,  and  who  contending 
for  the  honour  of  being  the  firft  to  flrike 
their  prifoner,  or  rather  tfeeir  vidtim,  were 
emiiloufly  thrufting  the  points  of  their 
f words  into  his  face,  arms,  legs,  and  every 
part  of  his  body  that  they  could  reach.  One 
of  his  condudlors,  named  Hulin^  through  an 
emotion  of  generofity,  very  remarkable  in 
the  midft  of  fo  much  barbarity,  took  off 
his  own  hat  and  put  it  on  the  Governor's 
head,  in  the  hope  of  his  being  lefs  known, 
?ind  th&t  this  ftratagem,  deceiving  the  fury 
of  the  aflafBns,  would  fufpend  the  effedls  of 
it ;  but  the  blows  were  then  made  at  him- 
felf,  and  he  would  have  faHen  under  them, 
if  M.  de  Launay  had  not  given  him  back 
his  hat.  Oh  entering  the  Place-de-Greve 
the  Governor  was  torn  from  his  conductors, 
who  were  too  much  exhaufted  with  fatigue 

*  Their  names  were  Hulin  and  jimi :  the  latter  was 
the  Grenadier  of  the  French  Guards  who  was  the  firft 
to  leap  upon  the  draw-bridge  before  it  was  quite  let 
down. 

to 
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to  be  able  any  longer  to  refift  the  crowd  that 
furrounded  them*  He  was  mafTacred  in  aa 
inflant^  and  his  head  being  fevored  from  his 
body,  was  fixed  on  the  end  of  a  pike.  It 
was  then  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Thus  did  the  conquerors  of  tb^  Baftillc 
perform,  with  rcfpedt  to  M*  de  Lav/nay^ 
the  promife  unanimoujly  given  on  the  faith 
of  French  foldiers^  to  do  no  harm  to  the- 
garrifon.  Moft  of  the  Invalids  remaining 
in  the  courts  of  the  Caftle  were  put  to 
death  in  the  tnoft  mercilefs  manner.  Two 
of  thofe  wretches  were  dragged  to  the  Place-* 
de^Greve,  and  foon  hanged  to  the  iron  that 
fupportcd  the  lamp  oppofite  to  the  HoteUde^ 
Ville,  under  the  bull  of  Louis  XIV.  They 
were  the  firft  who  underwent  this  kind  of  po- 
pular execution,  whiqh  has  been  fince  called 
lanterner  to  lantern^  or  to  put  to  the  lantern. 
The  Swifs  of  Salis-Damade^  from  their  un- 
drefs,  and  the  appearance  of  joy  with  which 
they  cried  Bravo ^  were  taken  for  the  State-pri- 
foners  teftifying  their  gratitude  to  their  deli* 
yerers.  It  was  to  this  miftake,  of  which  they 
had  no  fufpicion,  that  they  were  indebted  for 
their  lives  and  for  all  the  careiTes  heaped  upon 
them*  Had  they  fufpeded  the  motive,  they 
might  have  retired  immediately  without  the 

leaft 
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kaft  danger;  but  not  being  at  all  aware  of 
it,  they  took  the  refolution  of  putting  them- 
felves  into  the  hands  of  fcveralof  the  French 
Guards,  who  had  already  taken  under  their 
protection  fome  Invalids,  fortunate  enough 
to  have  efcaped  from  their  aflaffins. 

It  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the 
French  Guards  who  had  taken  charge  of 
thefe  prifoners,  faved  them  from  the  fury  of 
the  People,  and  carried  them  as  far  as  the 
Hotel'de-Vtlle.  They  led  them  into  the 
Hall  where  the  Eledlors  were  holding  their 
fitting.  One  of  thofe  pretended  Magiftrates, 
a  worthy  reprefentative  of  the  cannibals, 
who  from  the  Place^de-Greve  were. roaring 
cut  for  fre(h  viftims,  was  brutal  enough  to 
fay  to  thefe  wretched  prilbners,  the  momait 
he  faw  them  appear,  **  You  have  fired  upon. 
•*  your  fellow,  citizens  5  you  deferve  to  be 
•*  hanged,  and  hanged  you  (hall  be  immc- 
•*  diately.*' — **  Ay,  ay,**  echoed  a  thoufand 
voices,  **  hang  them  all;  away  with  all  of 
**  them  to  the  lantern  P*  This  fentence  of 
death,  however,*  was  not  executed,  being 
prevented  by  the  interpofition  of  the  French 
Guards,  one  of  whom  addreffing  the  Elec- 
tors faid,  •*  Thefe  foldiers  are  our  prifon- 
**  crs ;  we  requcft  they  may  not  be  taken  out 

••  of 
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"  of  our  hands*  If  our  ferviccs  have  beeii 
"  ufcful  to  you,  npw  is  the  time  we  wilh 
y  to  receive  the  reward  of  thein,  by  having 
•*  our  prifoners  pardoned/*  The  acclama^ 
tion  of  Pardon !  pardon !  repeated  by  all 
the  French  Guards  who  had  efcorted  them, 
was  alfo  vociferated  by  that  very  crowd  who 
the  moment  before  were  making  the  Hall 
refound  with  the  moft  fanguinary  cries.  The 
Hiftory  of  the  French  Revolution  will  furr 
nifti  many  other  examples  of  the  extreme 
rapidity  with  which  the  populace  pafs  froni 
the  excefs  of  barbarity  to  mild  and  humane 
feelings ;  they  are  ever  tigers  or  lambs,  ac- 
cording to  the  impulfe  given  them,  and 
m^tt  one  or  the  other. by  halves 5  to  do 
-every  thing  for  them  and  nothing  by^  them, 
is  the  counfel  that  wifdom  gives  to  every 
Government;  to  do  ex^ry  thing  by  them  and 
nothing  for  them,  is  the  fecret  of  every 
involution. 

While  the  French  Guirds  at  the  Hotels 
de-Ville  were  faving  the  remainder  of  the 
garrifon  of  the  Baftille,  the  Populace,  who 
were  ftill  before  the  Caftle,  continued  firing 
upon  it,  both  with  cannon  and  mulkets,  as 
if  all  the  doors  of  it  had  not  been  opened. 
la  one  of  thci  Halls   a  very  bloody  conflift 

took 
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took  place  between  thofe  who  fiad  gone  ia 
at  firft,  and  thofe  who  came  in  afterwards, 
and  who,  taking  the  former  for  a  party  of 
the  garrifon,  kept  up  a  brifk  fire  upon 
them,  which  was  returned  by  the  others, 
who  alfo  thought  themfelves  attacked  by 
the  garrifon.  This  raflinefs,  and  the  ftupid 
obftinacy  of  thofe  firing  on  the  outfide,  did 
much  more  execution  than  had  been  done 
by  the  fire  of  the  garrifon,  which  was  fo 
moderate  and  ill-dired:ed,  that  the  moft  de- 
mocratic journalifts  have  not  ftated  the  total  . 
lofs  of  the  aflailants  on  that  day,  at  more 
than  fifty  men,  and  moft  of  thofe  were 
killed  by  their  comrades. 

In  the  towers  of  the  Baftille  there  were 
but  feven  prifoners,  whofe  names  were 
Pujade,  B€chade,  La  Roche,  La  Caurege, 
the  Count  de  Solages,  Taverriier,  and 
Whyt :  the  four  firft  were  accufed  of  forg- 
ing Bills  of  Exchange,  fome  accepted  by  • 
Tourton  and  Ravel,  and  others  by  Gallet 
de  Santerre ;  the  Count  de  Solages  was  con* 
fined  at  the  requeft  of  his  family,  on  charges 
of  the  moft  ferious  nature ;  and  the  two  laft 
were  both  fo  deranged,  that  the  Electors  fent 
them  the  next  day  to  Charenton,  to  be  con- 
fined among  the  mad  people.    Tavernier 

was 
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was  the  natural  fon  of  the  late  Paris  Du^ 
vcrney^   the    brother  of    Parh  de  MonU 

s     VULTtel. 

Here  then  was  the  immenfe  number  of 
vidlims  that  were  faid  and  believed  to  be 
crowded  by  hundreds  in  the  dungeons  of 
defpotifm.  Thofe  pretended  dungeons  were 
chambers  as  agreeable  as  the  chambers  of  a 
prifon  can  be,  and  the  envenomed  reports 
publiftied  by  fome  who  have  been  prifoners 
in  the  Baftile,  after  their  enlargement,  and 
-particularly  by  Count  Mirabeau  and  £m- 
guet^  prove  that  they  were  better  fed  there 
than  they  could  have  been  at  home.  There 
were  State  priforis  in  feveral  provinces  oi 
the  Kingdom,  and  efpecially  in  Britany. 
The  number  of  thefe^  and  the  expeditious 
and  arbitrary  form  of  imprifonmerit  by  LeU 
tres  de  Cachet ^  having  been  the  chief 
•ground  of  the' opinion  generally  adopted 
*  among  foreign  nations  refpeding  the  pre- 
tended defpotifm  of  the  French  Govetn- 
ment,  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  fay  here, 
that  while  I  was  Intendant  of  Britany,  I  re- 
ceived an  exprefs  order  from  the  King  to 
.vifit  all  the  State-prifons  in  that  province, 
to  receive  from  every  prifoner  a  ftatement  re- 
fpeding himfelf,  and  to  tranfrait  an  account 

of 
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ofir  to  the  Minifler,  the  Baron  de  BreteuiL 
Thiff  oriler  was  accompanied  with  the  am- 
plidfViflftnwStions  refpecfling  the  motives  of 
jiiftice  and-  humanity  by  which  it  had  been 
dfiflated,  and  the  manner  in  which  his  Ma- 
jefly  's^ifhed'  his  paternal  intentions  to  be 
executed^  The  circular  letter  which  con- 
tained thofe  inftrudllons  was  addrefled  to  all 
the  Intendants  :  I  obeyed  it,  as  was  my 
duty,  with  the  utmoft  ftridnefs,  and  I  at- 
teft  upon  my  honour,  that  there  was  not  in 
Britany  a  fingle  State-prifoner  whofe  con- 
finement was  not  an  a6l  of  juftice,  and  in 
many  inftances  an  acSt  of  benevolence  or 
mercy. 

I  ihall  now  return  to  the  fequel  of  the 
events  of  the  14th.  M.  de  FleJfelleSj  who 
had  not  quitted  the  Hotel-de-Ville,  where  he 
was  Prefident  of  the  Affembly  of  Electors, 
and  fign^d  all  their  Refolutions,  became 
fuddenly  fufpeded  from  the  confternation 
he  manifefted,  and  with  which  the  fight  of 
fo  many  horrors  might  well  ftrike  him.  He 
was  vaguely  accufed  of  treachery,  without 
any  one  being  able  to  produce  againft  him 
;t  fittgle  fa<3;  that  deferved  the  reproach.  The 
Ekijlbrs ,  4iljpmfelves  \y.ere  the  chief  accom- 

VoL.  I.  U  plices 
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plices  ia  the  proje<3:  of  murder  that  was 

forming  againft  their  Prefidcnt*      One  of 

them  faid  to  him,.  ♦*  There  ara  feme  very 

••  fad  reports  in  circulation  ahout  you :  I 

*-*  advife  yoa  to  juftify  yourfelf."    M^  de 

Bejfdlesy  totoWy  ahforbcd  by  the  (hock  he 

had  received  from  the  raaffiicre  of  Af.  de 

iMmay^    made  no  reply  to  this  addiefs, 

which  he  perhaps  did  not  hear.     Gcsrtm  de, 

Coulan^  another   Eledtor,    interpreting   his 

lilence  into  guilt,  called  to  him  furioufly — 

•*  M.  de  Fleffelles,  yen  have  betrayed  the 

**  Country,  and  the  Country  abandons  you/* 

Irritated  by  this  attack,  M.  de  Flejfelles  rif- 

ing  haftily  faid,  •*  I  fee  very  well.  Gentle- 

••  men,  that  I  am  not  pleafing  to  you;  I  (hall 

*'  retire/*    On  leaving  the  Hall  he  found 

liimfelf  in  the  midft  of  a  troop  of  furies, 

who  prefTcd  round  him,  overwhelming  hin> 

with  queftions  and   threats.      **  I  cannot, 

*•  Gentlemen,  anfwer  you  all  at  onc?,^  faid 

he ;  •*  come  fome  of  you  to  my  houle,  and 

•*  I  will  acquaint  you  with  my  conduct,  the 

**  motives  of  it,  and  give  you  every  expk- 

*•  nation  you  can  defire/*      But    he    h^ 

fcarcely   paflCed   the    arcade  of  Sti  John^^ 

Church,  when  one  of  thofe  viMfllms,  clap- 

2  ping 
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ping  a  piflol  to  the  nape  of  his  neck,  faid  as 
he  fired  it,  *•  Traitor,  you  fliall  go  no  far- 
**  thcr/*     He  fell  deid  on  the  fpot. 

The  Eleftofs  hoped  to  extenuate  the  hor- 
ror of  this  affaffination,  by  fcaufing  it  to  be 
confidered  as  a  natural  and  alnjoft  lawful 
vengeance,  for  a  treachery,  the  proof  of 
which  they  pretender!  to  have.  Ih  fa<a,  they 
declared,  that  when  Af .  de  Launay  was  ar- 
retted, a  letter  had  been  found  in  his  {>ocket 
from  M.  de  Fltfftlles^  containing  this  ex- 
preffion :  /'  I  am  amufing  the  Parifians  with 
•*  cockades  and  promifes ;  hold  out  till 
**  night,  and  you  will  receive  a  reinforce* 
**  ment/*  But  this  fuppofed  letter,  which, 
had  it  exifted,  they  would  not  have  failed  to 
preferve  very  carefully,  was  never  feen  by 
any  body ;  and  I  heard  Af .  Bailly  himfelf 
fay,  in  a  viiit  he  paid  me  when  he  left  thd 
Mayoralty,  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  it^ 
and  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  refer  to 
any  one  who  had  told  him  that  he  had 
read  it.  v 

The  heads  of  de  Launay  and  de  Fleffelles$ 
with  tliofe  of  fome  of  the  other  vidians  of 
this  dreadful  day,  were  placed  on  pikes,  and 
paraded  through  the  ftreets  and  at  thd 
Palais^Royal,  followed  by  an  immenfe 
U  2  crowd. 
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crowd.  In  the  retinue  were  feme  perfons 
carried  on  litters,  and  among  others  a  French 
Guard,  crowned  with  laurel,  and  ornament- 
ed with  a  croix  de  St.  Lords ^  but  whofe 
wild  looks  proclaimed  a  man  lefs  flattered 
than  frightened  at  all  the  honours  conferred 
Upon  him.  •  This*  foldier,  whofe  name  was 
Dubois^  led  ^  more  by  the  thirft  of  wine 
than  the  thirft  of  glory,  had  taken  his  poft, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  attack  upon 
the  Baftille,  at  a  public^houfe,  whence  he 
kTued,  half-drunk,  an  hour  after  the  popu- 
lace were  in  polfeffion  of  the  Caftle.  The 
particulars  which  he  had  heard  related  of  the 
great  vidlory  juft  gained  by  the  People,  ex- 
dted  his  curiofity  to  fee  the  field  of  battle. 
He  went  forward  to  the  moats,  and  flopped 
mechanically  before  one  of  the  towers,  the 
height  of  which  he  was  ftupidly  exploring, 
when  fudd'enly  the.  workmen  in  the  Faux- 
bourg,  deceived  by  his  regimentals,  ran  up 
to  him,  fuppofing  him  to  be  one  of  the  he- 
rocs  who  had  moft  diftinguifhed  themfelvcs 
in  thQ  famous Jiege.  One  puts  a  crown  of 
laurel  on  his  head,  another  decorates  his 
button-hole  with  a  croix  de  St.  Louis j  which 
he  had  taken  from  an  OjBicer  of  the  garrifon 
whom  he.had  affaflinated,  and  all  join   in 

forcing 


,JuLTi789]        FRENCH   REV0LU1*I0N.         249 

fofcing  him  away  with  them  to  the  Place^ 
de-GrevCj  in  fpite  of  his  refufal  and  refift- 
ancc,  which  they  took  for  modefty.  The 
next  day  he  told  a  tradefman,  who  had  en- 
tertained him  at  the  ccmclufion  of  the  day, 
that  he  had  fufFered  the  moft  bitter  anguifl^ 
till  he  efcaped  from  the  hands  of  thofe 
furies ;  for  he  thought  that  they  had  put  him 
upon  the  litter  only  to  feciire  his  perfon,  and 
'that  the  proceffion  in  which  he  was  figuring 
in  fo  remarkable  a  manner  would  end  by  his* 
being  hanged,  and  his  head  added  to  thofe 
that  were  carried  before  him.  When  he  re- 
covered from  his  fright  and  from  his  drunk- 
cnnefs,  he  was  honeft  enough  to  carry  the 
croix  de  St.  Lovis^  with  which  they  had 
decorated  him,  to  the  Hotel-de-Ville. 

On  another  litter  was  an  old  man,  with  a 
bald  head,  and  a  long  white  beard  falling  to  * 
the  middle  of  his  cheft.  This  was  the  un- 
fortunate mad  perfon  named  Whyty  one  of 
the  fcven  prifoners  found  in  the  Baftille.  The 
rfgiAers  of  that  State  prifon  having  been  all 
either  burnt  or  ftolen,  it  is  almoft  impoffible 
to  know  whether  this  old  man  was  mad 
,when  he  was  put  into  the  Baftille,  or  whe- 
ther the  diftemper  was  owing  to  too  long  a 

U  3  con- 
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confinement ;  but  tki$  unccrtaiitfy  has  not 
preyenfcd  the  fa^ipus  md  the  ilanderers  of 
the  Govcmnient  from  adopting  and  crediting 
the  latter  opinion^  as  the  more  probable. 
We  ought  not  to  confound  with  thefo  peo- 
ple the  rational  and  moderate  men,  who 
think,  that  under  a  Defpotic  King^  or  in 
the  hands  of  a  violent,  infenfible,  or  wicked 
Miniftry,  the  Lettres  de  Cachet  were,  or 
might  foon  be  made,  the  inftrumient  of  the 
moft  odious  tyranny.  This  inconteftable 
truth  was  doubtlels  a  very  powerful  reafon, 
not  for  annulling  entirely  the  ufc  of  Lettres 
de  Cachet f  but  for  limiting  it,  by  fubje(^ing 
it  to  rules  the  moft  proper  to  preclude  the 
dangor  of  it ;  for  there  would  be  no  means 
of  authority  left  to  a  Government,  if  all 
tlv>fe  were  profcribed  which  defpotifm  may 
abu(e*  No  one  i$  more  convinced  tha;n  my^ 
felf  that  the  authori^  of  Kings,  that  their 
very  beneficence,  ought  never  to  be  arhi* 
trary  i  but  I  am  no  le&  convinced  of  another 
truth,  which  Louis  XVI.  has  infert?d  in  his 
immortal  Tfeftament,  and  that  is,  **  TlKit  a 
'*  King  cannot  enforce  the  laws,  and  do  the 
•*  good  which  his  heart  prompts,  imlcfs  he 
*^*  he  ppffe^fed  of  neceflary  authority ;  and 

**  that 
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**  that  otherwife,  being  fettered  in  his  opc- 
^^*  rations,  and  infpiring  no  rcfpc6t,  he  is 
**  more  hurtful  than  ufeful.** 

I  have  faid  too  much  of  the  Bajftille,  not 
to  awaken  the  recollection  of  a  celebrated 
imprifonment,  which,  though  it  took  place 
about  three  years  prior  to  the  Revolution,  is 
no  lefs  conned:ed  with  the  Hiftory  of  it 
than  with  that  of  Louis  XVh  The  atten- 
tion which  that  exertion  of  power  excited 
throughout  Europe,  has  given  too  much  in- 
tereft  to  the  circumflances  that  are  known  of 
it,  to  fufibr  thofe  that  are  unknowA  to  ht 
c<«ifidered  as  indifierent,  or  as  mifj^aKred  in 
thefo  Memoirs*  But  not  to  interrupt  flie  nar- 
rative of  more  ferious  as  x*'ell  as  moj^e  recent 
events,  I  (hail  throw  th^m  into  *  hotc,  as 
I  (hould  hive  given  them  in  evidence  before 
the  Fafliament  of  Paris,  had  I  been  caHed 
tip6k  ^  a  witnefs  in  the  unfortunate  afikir 
of  the  t^arditial  (k  RffhaUi  and  Mdddme  de 

.      ^    ^    t'5cfiihcNotw,  No/iL  . - 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


Want  of  Forejight  in  the  Minijlers — Con^ 

duB  of  the  AJfembly-^The  King  confints 

to  the  Removal  of  the  Troeps^r-Deputa^ 

tionfrcm  the  Ele^ors  of  P<inris  to  the  Af 

fembly-^Falfe  Account  given  by  them— 

New  Deputation  from  the  AJfembLy  to 

the  King — His  Majefly^s  Anfvfer-^Re- 

faltUion  adopted  by  the  AJfembly — Plan 

and  Meafures  of  the  FdEiious — Commit^ 

tee  of  Montr ouge  —  Cowardice  of  the 

Duke  of  Orleans — Confufon — Alarms  at 

Night-^RidiculQus  Fears  tof  the  Pari^ 

fians — The  King  goes  to  the  AJfembly  and 

grants  whatever  they  demand — His  Ma^ 

jejlfs  Speech--The  Pref  dent's  Reply^ 

Great  Joy  ^-^  The  Affembly   attend  the 

.       '  King 
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:    King  back  to  the  Palace,  and  fend  a 
numerous  Deputation  to  Paris^  /or  the 
-   Purpofeof  rejloring  Tranquillity. 

1  HE  communication  between  Verfailles 
and  the  capital  being  almoft  entirely  flopped 
by  the  continual  arrefts  of  the  couriers  and 
paffengers,  it  was  very  late  at  night  on  the 
14th  of  July,  before  the  Affembly  were  in- 
formed of  a  part  of  tlie  outrages  comniittc4 
at  Paris.  They  only  learned  from  one  of 
their  members,  (the  Vifcount  de  Noailles) 
who  had  been  there,  that  the  HoteLdes^Jn- 
valides  had  been  pillaged,  that  the  cannon 
and  every  gim  found  there  had  been  carried 
off  by  the  People;  that  the  citizens  were 
armed,  and  that  there  was  a  plan  for  attack- 
ing the  Baftille. 

.  This  news  interrupted  a  debate,  the  objcdl 
of.  which  was  to  fend  a  fecond  Deputation 
to  the  King,  to  demand  the  removal  of  the 
Jtrdops.  The  motion  had  been  made  by 
CQ\mt  ^Miraiieau^  and  the  Factious  had 
tj^ca  preyioUi^^pfieafures  to  fecure  its  fjicccfji 
by.  publiihing,  by  means  of  their  eipifla- 
ri«s#  thdt  the  plan  of  the  Miniflars  was  to 
invoft  the  Hall  .With  cannon  oii  the  follow- 
ing alight ;  to'iiicrfeafe  the  pay  of  the  foldiers, 

in 
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in  order  \o  infurc  their  allegiatice  j  to  block 
and  bombard  Paris,  and  fo=  forth*  Mira^ 
beau  alfo  moved,  that  the  Aflembly  ihould 
rcfolve,  that  they  would  attend  to  no  other 
obje6t  until  the  troops  colleded  in  the  .ca- 
pital and  the  neighbourhood,  were  entirely 
withdrawn.  This  moticm  was  not  adopted^ 
but  fht  former  paffcd  unanimoufly;  and  it 
was  refolved,  thar  the  fame  Deputation  who 
had  gone  to  the  King  the  day  before,  fhould 
now  return  to  his  Majefty,  and  demand  the 
removal  of  the  troops. 

The  King  was  not  better  informed  than 
the  Affembly,  of  the  fituation  of  the  c^* 
pital ;  the  irruption  made  into  the  H^teUdes-^ 
Invalides  was  the  cmly  event  he  had  heard 
of;  and  his  Majelly  was  deliber^tting  with 
his  Minifters  upon  the  meafures  to  be  taken, 
for  preventing  farAer  exccfles,  when  the 
Deputation  from  the  Affembly  arrived  at  tl» 
Palace. 

The  want  of  a  plan,  th€  want  of  forefigbc, 
and  the  irrefolution  of  the  MiniiWrs,  plac^ 
the  King  in  fo  cfHical  af  "p^fitiotH  thit  h* 
could  not,  without  ptrfottstl  danger  to'  him- 
felf  ind  the  Royd  Family,  cither  lilten  to, 
or  rejeft  the  dema^  which  thd  AflemUy 
had  the  imprudence  or  daftardly  tt&xketrf 

•  to 
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to  make.  This  reflefticMi,  and  the;  King's 
»>taml  repugnance  to  violent  Jfteps,  d^er- 
mined  him  to  confcnt  to  the  removal  of  the 
troops.  The  Deputation  was  admitted,  and 
the  Kittg  gave  them  the^  following  An- 
fwcr: 

*Vl  have  been  incefjantly  engaged  on 
•*  every  mcafure  likely  toreftore  tranquilli- 
**  ty  to  Paris.  I  had,  in  confequcnce,  given 
**  orders  for  t^at  Prevot-des^  Mar chands  and 
•*  Municipal  Officers  to  repair  hither,  that 
**  I  might  concert  with  them  the  neceffery 
•*  fteps  to  be  taken.  Being  fince  informed. 
*•  of  the  formation  of  a  bourgeois  guard*,  I 
*'  have  ordered  the  General  Officers  to  put 
"  themfelves^  at  the  head  of  that  guard,  to 
*'  aflift  it  ^ith  their  experience,  and  tofe- 
*^  cond  the  zeal  of  the  good  citizens.  I 
**  have  alfo  ordered  the  troops  that  arc  in 
*•  the  Chamfi-de^Mars  to  withdraw  from 
*•  l^is.  The  uneafinefs  yxM  exprefs  on  the 
*'  difbrders  of  that  city  mufl  be  felt  by 
**  every  heart,  and  af!c<Ss  mine  very  deeply/* 

before  the  retwrn  of  the  Deputation,  for 
which  the  AflenAly  were  waiting  with- the 
iitmoft  impatience  and  uneafinefs,  two  erf 

the 
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the  Elc6tors  of  Paris  fcnt  by  the  Committee 
from  the  HoteUdc-VilUy  prefented  tbemfelves 
and  demanded  an  audience.  They  had  fet 
out  before  the  Baftille  was  thrown  open  and 
abandoned  to  the  populace.  The  cefolutbn 
by  which  they  were  deputed  to  the  AffemWy, 
and  which  was  figned  by  M.  de  Fleffelles^ 
charged  them  to  paint  **  the  dreadful  fitu- 
**  atiori  of  the  Capital ;  the  difafters  that  had 
**  happened  in.  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
•*  Baftille;  the  in^cacyof  the  Deputations 
*'  that  had  been  fent  to  the  Governor,  with 
**  a  drum  and  flag  as  tokens  of  peaces  to 
**  defire  that  the  cannon  of  the  Biftille  might 
•*  not  be  directed  againft  the  people;  the 
•*  death  of  feveral  citizens  killed  by  the  fire 
/**  from  the  BaftUk;  the  people  calling 
•*  loudly  to  befiege  it,  and'  the  flaughter 
**  that  may  be  the  confequence  of  it;  and 
•*  to  entreat  the  National  Aflembly  to  have 
**  the  goodnefs  to  confider  in  its  wifdom,  as 
•*  promptly  as  poffible;  the  means  of  avert- 
**  ing  from  Paris  the  horrors  of  civil  war/* 

This  refolution  contained  alfo  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Committee  to  keep  up  a  daily 
correfpondehce  with  the  Natioiml  Aflembly. 

The  Speaker  of  the  Deput^ticm  g&ve  a 
very  falfe  account  of  what  had  pafled  at  the 

Baftille, 
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Baftille,  particularly  in  accufing  M-  de  Lau- 
nay  of  having  allbwcd  the  Deputation, 
which  appeared  with  a  flag  and  drum  in 
token  of  peace,  to  enter  the  court,  and  of 
then  firing  upon  them.  This  pretended 
trrachery  excited  a  general  clamour  of  in- 
dignation and  horror  throughout  the  Af- 
fembly ;  and  Mirabeau  called  out  furioufly 
for  the  head  of  Marfhal  Broglio. 

The  Archbifhop  of  Vienne  being  ftill  at 
the  Palace  with  the  Deputation,  M.  de  la 
Fayette^  who  was  Prefident  in  his  abfence, 
anfwered  the  Eleftors  :  **  That  the  Aflembly 
**  were  inceflantly  engaged,  night  and  day, 
"  on  the  means  of  preventing,  or  putting  an 
**  end  to,  the  public  misfortunes  ;  and  that  a 
•*  numerous  Deputation  was  gone  at  that 
*'  very  time  to  the  King/with  the^moft  ear- 
*•  neft  entreaties  to  remove  the  troops.'* 

To  leave  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  Pari- 
lians  refpcdling  the  fentiments  of  the  Aflem- 
bly, he  invited  the  Deputies  to  be  prcfenf  at 
the  debate  on  their  demand.  Here  almoft  all 
the  Deputies  rofe  at  once,  and  propofed  that 
another  Deputation  fhouldbe  fent  to  the  King, 
to  inform  him  of  the  new  circumftances  re- 
ported by  the  Eledors,  and  to  infift  more 

ftrongly 
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ftrongly  on  the  removal  of  the  troops.  At 
this  moment  the  firft  Deputation  entered, 
and  read  the  King^s  anfvvcr :  but  far  from 
being  fatisficd  with  it,  it  was  regarded  as  a 
ferther  motive  to  difpatch  another  Depota- 
tipn  immediately.  It  was  not  enough  for 
the  fa6tious,  that  the  King  confented  to  re- 
move the  troops  that  were  in  the  Champ  de 
Mars  ;  it  was  neeciTary  that  thofe  in  the  en- 
virons (hoiild  alfo  be  fent  away ;  and  fuch 
was  the  wifli  that  the  new  Deputation  was 
charged  to  convey  to  his  Majcfty.  . 

It  was  then  half  after  ten  o*clock  at  night. 
The  King^  in  conllernation  at  the  fcenes  of 
horror  that  were  paffing  at  Paris,  was  cpnfult- 
ing  with  his  Minifters  without  being  able  to 
come  to  any  final  refolution;  for  the  frcfh 
circumftances  of  which  they  were  every  in- 
ftant  informed,  continually  changed  the 
grounds  of  the  queftion.  The  Council 
were  in  this  ftate  of  irrefolution  and  embar- 
raifincnt  when  the  nex:t  deputation  arrived. 
They  were  immediately  admitted.  The 
Archbifhop  of  Paris,  who  was  their  Speaker, 
painted  the  fituation  of  the  Capital  in  the 
moft  pathetic  terms,  conjured  the  King  to 
yield  to  the  wiflics  of  the  Aflfembly,  and 
read  to  him  the  whole  of  the  Refolution  oi 

the 
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the  ConamitteeofthcEledlors,  ThcKing  re- 
plied:.  **  You  rend  my  heart  more  and  more 
•*  by  the  iccouat  you  give  me  of  the  cda- 
•*  mities  of  Paris  ^  ,  It  is  not  poffible  to  be- 
•*  lieve,  that  the  orders  which  have  been 
**  given  to  the  troops  are  the  caufe  of  them. 
•*  You  know  the  anfwer  I  gave  to  the  pre- 
••  ceding  Deputation.;  I  have  nothing  moire 
•*  tpadd  to  it/' 

The  emotion  with  which  the  King  pro- 
nounced thefe  words,  was  fufEciently  expref- 
five  of  the  grief  he  felt ;  the  Deputation  were 
deeply  affecfted  by  it,  and  the  Archbilhop  of 
Paris  reprefented  it  to  the  Aflembly  in  thfe 
propereft  manner  to  difpofe  them  to  hear  his 
Majefty*s  anfwer  without  prejudice;  but 
the  Majority,  which  was  compofed  of  the 
mod  timid  Deputies,  coalefcing  through  ter- 
ror with  the  boideft,  thought  this  anfwer 
ilill  infufficient,  and  no  one  dared  to  utter  or 
fupport  a  different  opinion.  The  two  Elec- 
tors ftill  prefcnt  at  the  fitting,  waiting  for  an 
anfwer  to  the  Deputatio^i  from  the  Hofel^de-- 
Ville,  refuelled  to  have  one  from  the  Aflem- 
bly, who  being  able  to  fuccour  the  rebels  in 
n<^  other  way  than  by  their  Refolutiofts, 
haftened  to  $dopt  one  th^t  might  fatisfy 
them,  and  charged  the  two  Deputies  to  carry 

it 
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It  to  their  colleagues.    'This  Refolutioa.ivis: 
as.  follows :  -  \  '.        •     :  ^ 

.  *'  The  National  AflembJy,  deeply^affe^ed 
**.  by  the  <:alamities  which  they  Wi  -but  to6' 
•*  plainly  forefeen,   have  never .  ceafed  re-* 
•/  qucftrng  o£  his,  Majeftj  the  full:  and  ab- 
**.  folute  retreat  of  the  troo^^  affcmbledf  iil' 
^*  an  extraordinary  manner  in  the  Capital* 
•*  and  i:ieighbourhood.      They  havet  .again* 
*  *  fent  this   day   two    Deputations   to  .  the 
•*  King  on  this  fubjedt,  on  which  they  have- 
*•  been  inccflantly  employed  night  and  day." 
**  They  will  take  the  fame  ftcps  to-morrow, 
**  and  render  them  ftill  more  pirefling  if  pof-^ 
"  fible.     They  will,  never  ceafe  repeating 
*'  them,  and  making  new  efforts,  until  they 
**  meet  the  fuccefs  which  they  have  a  right 
•*  to  expedt   from   the  juftice  of  their  de- 
**  mand,  and  fronx  the  King*s   own  heart. 
*'  when  its  emotions  arc  not  fufpended  by 
* '  impreffions  from  others /* 

Can  it  be  cpnceived,  that  during  an  in- 
furre€lion,  in  which  the  people  armed  and 
conftantly  committing  ads  of  violenee  were' 
every  where  but  feebly  refifted  by  the  tropps, 
the  removal  of  thefe  could  have  been  confidqrtr 
ed  and  folicited  by  the  Aflembly  as  the  only 
means   of  fuppr effing  the  infurrecSion  and 

pre- 
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preventing  new  ones  ?     This  is  the  kind  of 
reafoning  that  was  ufed  by  the  innocent  (hep- 
herd  \vho,  attempting  to  gain  the  friendfhip  of 
the  wolves  by  confidence,  Ihut  up  his  dogs 
and  left  his  fold  open ;  by  which  he  foon  loft 
his  flock,  and  in  the  end  was  devoured  him- 
felf :  a  fable  which  might  be  applied  to  the 
Revolution,  if  in  this  inftance  the  condudt  of 
the  AfTembly  could  be  afcribed  to  their  inno^ 
tcnce.     But  it  was  too  clear  that  they  nei- 
ther wiftied  to  fupprefs  the  infurredtion,  nor 
prevent  new  ones;  on   the  contrary,   they 
wifhed  to  enfure  the  triumph  of  the  rebels, 
with  whom  they  had  already  fided  by  the 
Refolution  of  the  cvenirig  before — ^that  of 
the  14th  o^  the  July  being  only  the  fequel  of 
it.     From  their  Union  there  refulted  a  pro- 
fufioii  df  crimes,  of  fo  ferious  a  naturfc  as 
to  call  upon  Hiftory  to  fupply  the  want  of 
criminal  juftice,    by  arraigning  thofe  who, 
fliared  in  them,  even  through  weaknefs ;  for 
weaknefs  is  never  an  excufe  for  the  crimes  of 
High  Treafon. 

Thefc  Refolutions  were  eflentially  con- 
nedled  with  the  plot  which  had  produced 
the  infurrcdtions  of  the  Capital,  of  which 
the  chief  leaders  were  in  the  Aflcmbly,  and 
the  Palais-Royal  was  their  focus.     The  ob- 

VoL.  L  .X  je<a 
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j^dl  of  the  confpirators  was  to  raife  the  Duke 
of  Orleans  to  the  rank  of  Lieutcnant-Gcne*- 
ral  of  the  Kingdom.  That  Prince,  incapable 
from  his  defed  of  energy  and  chafliSter  of 
being  the  leader  of  any  party  whatever,  wag 
indeed  nothing  more  fhan  the  puppet  of  his 
Faiftion  :  he  lent  them  his  name^  gave  them 
his  money,  and  left  every  thing  to  their 
management.  They  held  their  Secret  Com- 
mittees at  Montrougc  near  Paris,  and  the 
elder  Mirahauj  the  Abbe  Sieyes^  La  Clos^ 
and  La  Touche,  were  at  the  head  of  them* 
From  this  Committee  proceeded  the  inftrua*^ 
tions  and  the  funds*  wfeich  were  given  to 
trufty  agents  r  who  tranfmitted  them  to  the 
incendiaries  of  the  Falais^Royalj  and  to  ^ 
great  number  of  underlings,  paid  for  feafon- 
ably  exciting  infurredion^  at  Paris  and 
throughout  the  kingdom;  for  correfpond-- 
ing  with  the  array,  difpofing  it  to  der 
fe<5tion ;  and  for  other  manoeuvres  of  the 
like  nature.  The  infurred:ion  of  the  12th 
of  July,  in  which  the  cries  of  Vive  h  Dus 
d' Orleans  were  occafionally  fhoUted,  and  the 
outrages  without  number  which  difgraced  the 
following  days,  were  only  calculated  to  con- 
vince the  King  and  his  Minifters,  that  the 
Duke  of  Orkans  could  aloAe  reftore  talm  tt> 

the 
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the  Capital,  and  by  his  credit  and  influence 
Jnit'  a  flop    to   thofe  exceffes,    which  his 
Majefty  had  loft  the  power  of  fuppreffing  or  of 
punifhing.  Mirabeau  never  doubted  that  the 
rank  of  Lieutenant- General  of  the  Kingdom, 
applied  for  by  that  Prince  lefs  as  a  reward  for 
any  fervice  that  merited  it,  than  as  the  ne- 
ceflary  means  of  doing  fervice,  would  be 
granted  to  him  without  the  leaft  difficulty ; 
and  the  only  queftion  that  remained,  was  to 
prevail  upon  him  to  afk  it,  and  to  compofe 
his  theme  for  him.     Thefe  were  the  expref- 
fipns  made  ufe  of  by  Mirabeau  himfelf  in 
fpeaking  of  this  fa(3:.     It  was  then  agreed 
that  the  Duke  of  Orleans  Ihould  prefent 
himfelf   at   the   Council   door   while  they 
were  fitting,  that  he  fhould  defire  admiffion 
on  viery  urgent  bufinefs,  and  which  it  was  of 
the  utmoft  confequence  to  mention  to  the 
King;  that  he  fhould  offer  to  go  as  Media- 
tor between  the  King  and  the  Capital ;  and 
that  he  fhould  make  his  appointment  to  the 
r^ifc  of  Lieutenant-General  of  the  King- 
dom theeflential  condition  of  his  mediation*. 

*  Sec  for  all  thefe  fads  the  Proceedings  at  the  Chaton 
let  againft  the  outrages  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  Oftober, 
and  particularly  the  Depofition  of  M.  dt  f^irteuy  Vol.  I, 
page  213,  No.  140. 

X2  The 
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The  authors  of  this  plan  had  no  more 
confulted  the  interefts  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
than  his  capacity,  with  which  they  had  no- 
thing to  do.  Their  only  objed:  was  to  con- 
centrate power,  the  nomination  to  offices, 
and  above  all,  the  difpofal  of  the  funds  of 
the  Royal  treafure,  in  the  Committee  of 
Moritrouge,  who  were  to  become  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Minifters,  direded  by  Mirabeau^  for 
whom  the  place  of  Prime  Minifter  was 
referved.  Nor  even  here  were  the  views 
of  the  Orleans  Facflion  bounded :  the  rank 
of  Lieutenant-General  of  the  Kingdom  was 
only  to  be  a  ftcp  for  that  Prince  to  mount 
the  throne  the  moment  the  occafion  offered  ; 
and  the  progrefs  of  the  Revolution  was  tod 
rapid  to  allow  that  period  to  be  confidered 
2ls  at  a  great  diftance. 

The  exiftence  of  this  horrible  project  is 
the  lefs  to  be  difputed  as  Mirabeau  himfelf 
avowed  it  in  the  Affembly ;  and  pufticd  his 
effrontery  fo  far  as  to  maintain,  \*  that  this 
*•  project  was  fuch  as  every  Citizen  niight 
*•  boafl:  that  it  was  not  only  juflifiabk  at 
**  the  period  in  which  it  was  planned,  but 
**  that  it  was  good  in  itfelf,  and  even  laud- 
*•  able!  Would  you  think  it  flrange," 
added  he,  **  that  a  friend  of  the  throne  and 

''  of 
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*  of  liberty,  on  obferving  the  horizon  darfcr 

*  ened,  and  judging  better  than  the  enthu^ 

*  fiaft  of  the  tendency  of  opinion,  the  ac^ 
^  celeration  of  events,  and  the  dangers  of 

*  infurredtion,    fhould   have    faid    to    the 
^  vaunted  Royalift,  Well,  who  denies  you 

*  that  the  French  are  Monarchijls  P    Who 

*  difputes  with  you  that  France  both  needs 

*  and  defires  a  King  ?  But  a  Louis  XVII. 

*  will  be  King  as  well  as  Louis  XVI. ;  and 

*  if  the   Nation  can  be  perfuaded  that 
'  Louis  XVI.  is  an  abettor  and  accejfory 

*  of  the  exceffes  that  have  wearied  their 

*  patience^    they   will  call  for   a   Louis 

*  XVII. !  The  zealous  fupporter  of  Liberty 

*  would  have  pronounced  thefe  words  with 

*  fo  much  the  more  energy,  as  he  would 

*  have  been  better  acquainted  with  circurji" 

*  /lances  that  might  render  his  difcourfe 
^'  more  ejicacious.      And  would  he  ap- 
pear to  you  a  confpirator,  a  bad  citizen^ 
or  even  a  bad  reafoner  ?'* 

It  was  not  to  Jacobins,  t)ut  in  the  tribune 
of  the  National  Aflembly  that  Mirdbeau 
dared  to  utter  thefe  regicide  expreflions,  in 
juftification  of  hinafelf ;  which  at  any  other 
jtime^  and  any  where  but  in  France,  would  havp 

X3  H 
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led  him  to  the  fcafFold**  They  difcover 
but  too  plainly  the  objcdt  of  the  infamous 
calumnies  which  began  at  that  time  to  be 
fpread  againft  the  King,  and  more  particu^ 
larly  againft  the  Queen. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  having  made  him-r 
fclf  thorough  matter  of  the  Theme  which 
the  Committee  of  Montrouge  had  prepared 
for  him,  went  cm  the  15th  to  the  Palace, 
where  he  witneffed  the  affliction  and  alarm 
fpread  by  the  news  of  the  Baftilc  being 
taken,  and  of  the  enormities  that  had  been 
the  confequences  of  it.  He  f^rely  could  not 
have  chofen  a  jun<flure  more  favourable  to 
the  demand  he  went  to  make :  accordingly, 
he  prefented  himfelf  at  the  door  of  the 
King's  chamber,  which  was  before  the 
Council  Hall,  and,  as  the  Baron  de  Breteuil 
was  coming  out  of  it,  aiked  him,  with  the 
moft  embarraffed  air,  if  he  could  not  fpeak 
with  his  Majefty,  '^  It  is  nol  poffible,*^ 
replied  the  Minifter;  **  the  King  is  juft  re, 
^*  tired  to  his  apartments,  and  wijl  fee  no- 
M  body;  but  if  you  have  any  thing  to  afk 
^^  of  hijn,  or  to  con>mmipate  to  him,  you 

♦  This  Speech  is  given  at  full  length  |n  the  paper  of 
the  Monkfur,  Odober  4,  1790. 

•  •  niay 
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^*  may  write  to  him  and  fend  me  yrfiir  letter, 
*•  which  I  will  give  to  him  this  evening  at 
^*  the  Council,  unlcfs  you  think  proper  to 
*•  write  diredtly  to  myfelfi:  i  will  either 
<•  Ihow  your  letter  to  the  King^  or  I  will  tell 
^*  him  any  thing  you  defire.**  He  chofe  to 
write  to  the  Minifter ;  but  inftead  of  daring  to 
fuention  in  his  lett^  to  the  Baron  de  Sr€^ 
teuil  the  flighteft  pretenfions  to  the  rank  of 
Lieutenant-General  of  the  Kingdom,  he  con- 
tented himfelf  with  begging  that  Minifter  to 
afk  the  King,  to  permit  him  to  go  over  to 
England  if  affairs  took  a  difagr^eahU  turn. 
The  Duke  of  Orleans^  too  much  afhamed 
*of  his  cowardice  to  confefs  it  to  his  trufty 
friends,  only  told  them  that  his  demand  was 
before  the  Kin^,  and  that  the  Baron  de  Bre^ 
ieuil  had  undertaken  to  tnake  th^  report  of 
it  to  the  Council  which  wa*  to  be  held  that 
very  day,  at  feven  o^clock  in  the  evening. 
In  confequence  one  of  them  went  and  waited 
in  the  antichamber  for  the  breaking  up  of 
the  Council,  to  be  the  firft  informed  of  fuch 
important  news.  The  moment  he  per- 
ceived the  Baron  de  Breteuiit  he  ran  up  to 
liim,  and  eagerly  a{ked,  if  the  affair  of  the 
JJuke  of  Orleans  had  paffed?  •'  Yes, 
*•*  without  the  leaft  difficuly,'*  replied  the 

X  4  MiniAcar. 
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Mipifter.     ''  And  is  he  appointed  then  Lieu^ 
• '  tenant-General  of  the  Kingdom  ?' -"  Lieu- 
*<  tenant-General  of  the  Kingdom !  what  is 
«*  it  you  mean  ?'•---**  The  affair  of  the  Duke 
•'  of  Orleans.''"^''  The  Duke  of  Orleans 
<«  has  aikcd  permiffion  to  go' to  England, 
*'  and  it  is  granted  him:  I  know  no  other 
«•  bufinefs  he  has/'     The  emiffary,  difconr 
certed  by  fo  unexpefted  an  anfwer,  made  no 
reply  to  this,  but  haftened  to  give  an  acr 
count  of  it  to  the  Members  of  the  Com- 
jnittee,  and  particularly  to  Count  MiraheaUi 
whpfe  rage,  indignation,  and  contempt,  were 
vented  in  violent  imprecations   againft  the 
Duke.     Almoft  all  thefe  fadls  are  proved  in 
the  proceedings  at  the  Chatelet,  on  the  ofr 
fences  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  OcSlober,     No 
mention  is  there  m*de  of  the  circumftance* 
relative  to  the  Baron  de  Breteuilj  becaufe 
that  MinifterV  evidence  was  not  called  for 
on  the  trials  i  but  I  have  reported  them  ber 
caufe   they  were  attefted  to  me  by  M.  de 
Montmoriuj    who    heard    them   from  the 
King,  and  from  the  P^ron  de  Breteuil  him? 
fclf. 

I  now  refume  the  chain  of  events  which 
I  thought  it  neceffary  to  interrupt,  thj^t  I 

might 
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might  not  break  the  narrative  of  fp  import-e 
^nt  an  anecdote. 

The  night  of  the  14th  of  July  was  an^ 
other  night  of  anxiety  and  horror  for  the 
Parifians,     Terrified  at  the  enormity  of  their 
crimes,  and  particularly  dreading  the  exem-» 
plary  punifhmcnt  they  defcrvejd,  they  firmly 
believed  all  the  projedts  of  vengeance  with 
which  the  King  was  charged,  and  were  in 
cpnftant  expedtation  of  the  bombardment  of 
the  Capitah,  or  the  arrival  of  fquadrons  upon 
fqu^drons  of  huffars.     It  was  openly  faid, 
that  the  nobility  had  been  only  waiting  for 
this  moment  to  declare  themfelves  againft 
the  people.     It  was  no  doubt  to  gain  credit 
to  this  infamous  calumny,  that  villain^  tole- 
rably well  drefled  ran   through  the  ftreets 
with  chalk  in  their  hands,  flopped  at  all  the 
fmall  doors,  and  made  different  marks  upon 
them,    which   the   trembling  citizens  were 
eager  to  rub  out  unfecn,  in  hopes  of  efcap- 
ing  the  profcription  of  which  they  believed 
thofe  marks  to  be  the  fignals.     The  conti- 
nual ringing  of  the  alarm-bell,  the  confu- 
fion  of  the  patrols,  and  their  hurried  march, 
Jcept  up  the  general  terror ;  which  was  flill 
further    increafed    fometimes    by    conftant 
jj^rnjs  given  by  the  cries  of,  to  arins,  to 

arms. 
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arms,  the  hujfars  arc  timing-,  fomctimes 
by  the  report  of  cannon  heard  at  intervals, 
and  which  the  Diftrids  at  a  diftance  fup- 
pofed  were  fired  by  the  King's  troops.  Such 
was  the  cowardice  of  thofe  famous  conquer* 
ors  of  the  Baflile,  that  a  large  body  of 
armed  citizens  pbfted  in  the  Rue  Vwugirard^ 
hearing  the  clank  of  chains  at  a  diftance, 
imagined  it  might  be  a  train  of  artillery  for 
a  ficge,  with  a  powerful  efcort,  and  were  fo 
terrified  at  it,  that  a  man  pafling  at  the  mo- 
ment, having  called  out  with  a  frightened 
air,  **  Here  come  the  hujfars  P^  the  whole 
troop  defertcd  their  poft  and  vanifhed  in  a 
moment.  One  of  the  runaways  going  into 
a  houfe,  and  getting  up  to  -the  garret- win- 
dow, foon  faw  that  this  formidable  train  of 
artillery,  and  this  column  of  huflars,  were 
nothing  more  than  a  carrier's  waggon  with  a 
teain  of  fix  horfes. 

In  the  Hiftory  of  our  Revolution,  as  in 
that  of  the  Revolutions  of  all  countries, 
thoufands  of  fad:s  of  the  fame  kind  may 
be  cited,  which  all  prove  that  the  people^ 
even  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion,  have  only  mo- 
ments of  bravery,  or  rather  of  fury,  and 
that  terror  is  in  fome  fort  natural  to  them^ 
Their  llrength,  which  confifts  in  their  inw 

petuofity. 
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petuofity,  cannot  withfknd  a  long  refiftancc, 
and  to  reduce  them  it  is  enough  to  attack 
them  before  they  themfelves  begin  the  zU 
tack,  or  at  the  moment  they  give  it  over. 

At  length  the  day  appeared,  and  difpcllcd 
the  chimerical  and  ridiculous  fears  which 
bad  diflurbed  the  fleep  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Paris.  They  were  no  longer  apprehenfiYC 
cither  of  bombs  or  huflars,  and  were  over-* 
joyed  at  finding  themfelves  as  brave  as  thcjr 
were  the  day  before.  But  their  agitation  was 
kept  up  by  the  blackefl  fufpicions,  and  by 
the  moft  abfurd  conjedlures.  They  were 
told,  "  that  the  attack  upon  the  capital  had 
**  been  only  deferred,  be^aufe  the  ,  Court 
^*  wiftied  firft  to  turn  their  vengeance  againft 
^*  the  Affembly ;  that  the  villains  who  dur- 
^*  ing  the  night  had  been  crying — to  arms  ! 
^^  here  come  the  hujfars  !  were  emiflaries  of 
**  the  Minifters,  who  had  made  ufe  of  that 
^*  infernal  ftratagem  to  alarm  the  Parifians 
*•  oh  their  own  account,  in  order  to  prevent 
^'  their  going  to  the  afliftance  of  the  Depu- 
^*  ties,  whofe  throats  were  perhaps  all  cut 
**  by  that  time.**  When  it  was  known  that 
pothing  had  paffed  at  Verfailles,  and  that 
the  Affembly  continued  to  hold  their  fittings 
min>olefted,  ijt  was  rumoured,  that  the  pro^ 

jedt 
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jt&  of  the  Minifters  liad  failed,  becaufe 
the  cannoniers,  commanded  by  Marfhal 
Broglio^  had  refufed  to  obey  him.  The 
fad  was,  that  Marlhal  Broglio  had  propofed 
to  efcort  the  King  and  the  Royal  Family 
fafely  to  Metz  with  the  army ;  and  that  his 
Majcfty,  inftead  of  adopting  that  meafure, 
which  might  have  faved  every  thing,  had  de- 
termined, from  the  reprefentations  and  en- 
treaties of  the  Duke  de  Liancourt^  to  throw 
himfelf  confidently  upon  the  Affembly,  and 
to  confent  to  all  they  a{ked  *• 

The 

♦  On  the  fame  day  the  Archbilhop  of  Aix  being 
fent  for,  and  confulted  by  the  Queen,  advifed,  that 
the  King,  far  from  difmiffing  the  troops,  who,  the 
French  Guards  excepted,  were  ftill  in  the  beft  order, 
Ihould  employ  them  to  put  an  end  to  the  riots,  to  diiTolv? 
the  Affembly  of  the  Eleftors,  to  reftore  order  and  tran- 
quilKty  in  Paris,  5rc.  He  thought  that  when  the  ca- 
pital yiras  thus  reclaimed,  his  Majefty  might,  without 
any  obftacle,  fui^end  or  diffolve  the  States-General  on 
the  grounds  of  convening  the  different  public  bodies  of 
the  State,  or  even  the  Bailiwick  Affemblies,  to  advifc 
with  them  on  fome  of  the  important  queftions  refpeS- 
ing  whjch  the  Affembly  were  divided ;  that,  during  thefe 
various  convocations,  the  King  might  re-eftablifh  and 
maintain  the  ftrifteft  Police  throughout  tjie  Kingdom, 
and  that  the  petitions  and  denunciations  that  would  in 
the  mean  time  be  fent  from  every  quarter  againft  the 

Statesr 
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The  Aflembly  not  knowing  this  Refolu- 
tion,  were  deliberating  upon  different  plans 
of  a  new  Addrefs,  which  they  intended  (o 
fend  to  the  King  by  a  Deputation,  to  enforce 
his  withdrawing  the  troops ;  to  demand  the 
difmiffion  of  all  bad  Counfellors  from  about 
his  perfon,  and  to  invite  him  to  come  to  th^ 
Aflembly. 

The  Deputies  who  were  to  go  with  this 
Addrefs  were  named  and  ready  to  fet  out, 
when  Mirabeau  had  the  aflurance  to  ftop 
them  by  this  violent  apoftrophe,  dictated  by 
the  fpirit  of  impoflure  and  perfidy. 

**  Tell  the  King,''  cried  he,  ''  that  the 
**  foreign  hordes  by  which  we  areinvcflfed, 
**  were  yeflerday  vifited  by  Princes  and 
**  Princefles,  and  by  favourites  of  both 
?'  fexes,  and  were  carefled,  exhorted,  and 
'*  entreated  by  them.  Tell  him  that  all 
"  night  long  the  foreign  fktellites,  gorged 
**  with  wine  and  gold,  were  predifting  ii^ 
**  their  impious  fongs  the  fubjugation  of 
*^  France;  and  that  their  brutal  prayers  in- 
**  voked  definition  upon  the  National  Af- 

States-General,  would  render  it  unnecelTary  to  affem- 
blc  them  again,  and  would  put  it  in  the  King's  power 
to  rcfort  to  the  means  propofed  by  the  firft  Aflembly  o^ 
the  Notables  to  fupply  the  deficit. 

♦*  fembly. 
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'*  fenlbly.  T«ll  Him  that  in  his  very  Palace? 
**  his  courtiers  were  dancing  to  the  founds 
*•  of  this  barbarous  mufic,  and  that  fudt 
*•  was  die  prelude  to  the  fccnc  on  St.  Bar- 
**  tholomew's  day.  Tell  him  that  that 
^*  Hemry^  wbofe  memory  the  Univerfc 
•*  blcflcs^— he  whom  from  among  his  an-» 
•*  ceftors  he  chofe  for  his  model,  fcnt  pro* 
•*  vifions  into  Paris,  although  in  a  ftate  of 
**  rebellion,  and  beficged  by  himfelf  in 
"  perfon ;  but  that  his  ferocious  Cbtmfeilors 
**  caufe  the  flour  which  commerce  brings 
**  to  Paris,  to  be  turned  away,  although 
**  Paris  is  loyal  and  famifliing.** 

The  effeft  which,  thefe  atrocious  imputa- 
tions, iandtioned  in  fome  degree  by  the 
iilence  of  the  Aflembly,  might  produce  at 
fa  critical  a  junfture,  would  naturally  in- 
creafe  the  embarraffment  and  the  akrnis  of  the 
King  and  the  Minifters,  and  confequently 
difpofe  them  to  liften  readily  to  the  demand 
which  the  Duke  of  Orleans  was  rfiat  day  to 
make  in  the  Cmmcil.  This  was  no  d<»ibt 
the  view  of  Coyxat  MiraieanjL,  and  the  hop6 
of  the  Committee  of  Montrouge,  but  they 
had  not  forefe^n  that  the  King  would  render 
this  manoeuvre  ufelefs  by  going  hinjfelf  to 
'  the  Aflembly  before  the  Deputation  fct  out. 

In 
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In  fadfc,  at  that  very  momerit  they  were  m- 
formed  by  the  Duke  de  Liancoitrt  that  fuch 
was  the  intention  of  his  Majefty,  wjiofe  ai^ 
rival  was  foon  after  announced  by  the.  Grand 
Matter  of  the  Ceremonies. 

It  was  then  determined,  that  the  Depu-? 
tation  who  were  to  have  gone  to  the  Pakce 
ihould  go  and  wait  to  receive  the  King  in 
die  court  before  the  entrance  of  the  Hall. 
Meanwhile  it  was  debated  what  look  the 
AlTembly  ought  to  affume,  when  the  King  ap*' 
peared;  and  whether  they  flxould  receive 
him  with  the  ufual  marks  of  applaufe,  ,or^ 
as  a  great  number  of  the  Deputies  wifhed,. 
withfilence  and  gloomy  refpeft.  But  be* 
fore  the  qucftion  was  decided  the  King  en* 
tered,  accompanied  only  by  his  two  brothers. 
The  moment  he  appeared^  that  rcfpedt,.  that 
love^  that  iriefiftible  foftnefs,  which  the 
countenance  of  a  good  Monarch  in  misfor^ 
tunc  always  excites^  became  manifeft,  in 
the  moil  affedling  manner.  The  whole  Af^ 
fembly  rofe  at  once\j  thofe  who  had  dared 
to  propofe  keeping  filencc  experienced  the 
impoflibility  of  it,  and  mixed  with  rapture 
their  appUufes  and  cries  of  **  Vive  le  RoiT* 
with  thofe  qf  the  Deputies-  who  remained 
\oyy\y  and  who  were  only  diftinguifhed  by 
-    3  the 


2^6  ANMALS    O^    fHE  [Jult  i^STg. 

the  tears  that  filled  thci^  cy«.  When  his 
Majefty  came  to  the  middle  of  the  Hall, 
near  the  thair  that  \Vas  fet  for  hitm  he  deli- 
vered (landing,  and  without  putting  on  his 
hat,  this  Speech,  which  was  anticipated  by 
his  hearers  before  he  opened  his  mouths 

**  GenTlemenj 
"  It  was  to  confult  you  upon  tlid  mdft 
•*  important  affairs  of  the  State  that  I  called 
^*  you  together.  There  is  none  more  preff* 
•*  ing,  or  which  more  particularly  aflfe<as 
••  my  heart,  than  the  dreadful  diforders 
•*  which  reign  in  the  capital.  The  Head 
•*  of  the  Nation  comes  with  confidence  in- 
•*  to  the  midft  of  its  Reprefentatives  to  ex-^ 
^•'  prefs  his  pain  to  them,  and  to  invite  them 
•*  to  fall  upon  means  to  re-eftabli(h  order 
"  and  tranquillity.  I  know  that  unjufl:  prcju- 
•*  dices  have  been  raifed  ;  I  know  that  fomc 
"  have  dared  to  publifli  that  your  perfons  arc 
•*  not  fafe.  Could  it  be:  neceffaiy  to  contradidt 
**  fuch  criminal  reports,  contradicted  on 
^*  the  face  of  them  by  my  known  charac- 
*•  ter?  Well  then  I  I,  who  am  but  one 
*•  with  my  people,  I  will  truft  myfelf  to 
**  you.  Affift  me  at  this  jundkiire  to  feicurc 
**  the  fafety  of  the  State.     I  expe^  it  from 

•^  the 


••the  National  Aflembly;  the  2eal  of  the 
•*  Reprefentatives  of  my  People  united  for 
••  the  common  welfare  afTures  me  of  it; 
*•  and,  depending  upon  the  love^  and  alle* 
*•  giance  of  my  fubjedks,  I  have  given  orders 
*•  for  the  troops  to  withdraw  from  Paris  and 
"  from  Versailles  J  I  iuthorife,  nay  invite 
•*  you  to  make  my  Rtjfolution  known  to 
••  the  Capital/* 


The  Kiiig  delivered  this  Speech  with  fo^ 
aflfeifting  yet  fo  confident  an  air,  and  with 
a  voice  fo  afFe<Stionate,.  that  the  Aflembly 
could  not  hear  hiih  without  intemipting  him 
at  every  fentence  by  t^ftimohies  of  joy  and 
gratitude.  iTo  have  replied  in  a  manner 
Worthy  this  Speech,  the  Prefideht  ought  to 
have  confined  himfelf  to  expreffing  the  ftn- 
timents  manifefted,  not  by  a  majority,  but 
by  the  whole  Aflembly ;  and  furely  it  was 
the  height  of  barbarity  or  ftupidity  to  choofe 
that  moment  for  cxprefling  diftruft  to  the 
King,  and  imputing  the  public  calamities 
to  hitn  by  attributing  them  to  the  difmiflion 
of  the  Minifters.  This  even  Mirabeau  him- 
felf would  never  have  done  j  buf  this  the 
virtuous,  the  pious  Archbifliop  of  f^ennci 
who  was  then  Prefident .  of  the  Aflembly, 

Vol.  I.  Y  dared 
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dared  to  do;  afad  fo  incredible  aii  Anfwer 
can  only  be  reported  in  its  very  words : 

'•  Sire, 

*'  The  love  of  your  fubjddts  for  your  fa* 
•'  cred  pcrfon  feems  at  this  moment  to  en- 
**  croach  on  the  profound  .  refpe<a  due  to 
**  your  prefence — if,  however,  a  Sovereign 
•*  can  be  better  refpedlcd  than  by  the  love  of 
**  his  fubjeds.  The  National  Affembly  re- 
•*  ceivc  with  the  grcateft  fenfibility  the  af- 
*^  furanccs  which  your  Majefty  gives  them 
**  of  the  removal  of  the  troops  aflembled  by 
•*  your  orders  within  and  about  the  Capital, 
**  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Vcr failles.  They 
**  fuppofi  that  the  removed  granted  to  their 
**  wijhes  by  your  Majefiy  is  not  fvmply  a 
**  removal,  to  foiHe  dijtance,  but  that  the 
•«  troops  are  to  be  Jent  back  to  the  garri- 
*■*  Jons  or  quarters  whence  they  came. 

**  The  Natiofial  -Affembly  h?iye  ordered 
♦*  me  to  mention  on  this  occafioo  fonie  of 
**  their  laft  Refolutions,  to  which  they  affix 
**  the  greateft  importance^.    ^Xfeey  fuppli- 

*  The  Affembly  neither  had  nor  could  haVe  given 
Rich  an  ordw  to  tfiie  Prefldent  before  they  had  hedrd  the 
King's  S^ecaob,  ond'^f/.^dLl  act  debate  after  hear- 
ing  it,  *     .  ♦  '      ^ 

''  c^tc 
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*'  bate  your  Majefty  to  open  without  delay 
^*  a  free  intercourfc  between  Paris  and  V6r-*- 
"  failles ;  and  to  eftablifh  at  all  times  an 
'*  unreftrained  and  immediate  communica* 
**  tion  between  them  and  your  Majefty -^ 
*'  They  earneftly  folicit  your  Majefty 's  ap-' 
**  probation  to  a  Deputation  they  defire  to 
«*  fend  to  Paris,  with  the  vi^w  and  hope  of 
••  its'contributing  greatly  to  reftore  order  to 
•^  your  Capital.  Laftly,  they  renew  their 
**  reprefentations  to  your  Majefty  upolfi  the 
**  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  your 
**  Council.  Thofe  changes  are  one  of  the 
*•  principal  caufes  of  the  melancholy  trou- 
**  bles  which  afflicfl  us,  and  diflfrefs  the 
«'  heart  of  your  Majefty.'' 

•*  My  intentions  ind  wifhes/^  replied  the 
King,  "  refpedling  the  Deputation  of  the 
•*  National  Aflembly  are  known:  I  will 
•*  never  refufe  a  communication  with  then! 
**  whenever  they  deem  it  neceffary/* 

As  he  concluded  this  fentence  the  Klfig 
moved  forward  to  go  out  of  the  Hall,  and 
the  whole  Alfembly  prifled  after  him.  tti 
the  court  he  was  fo  afFe^ed  with  the  defire 
they  fliowed  of  accompanying  him  ftill  far* 
-  Y  2  thcr. 
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thcr,  that  Jtta  Majefly  determined  on  walk- 
ing tq  the  P^l^^.     The  Deputies   of  fhe 
tbfee  Ordeni  thcp  mixed  without  diftincStion 
W4^  the  Gardes-du-Corps^  and  fwax;med 
about  his  person,   crying  ''  Vive  le  Roi  P- 
The  people  running  in  crowds  from  every 
quarter  came  and  joified  their  acclamations 
to  thofe;  of  the  Deputies.     This   immenfc 
rctinpet  coropofcd  of  almoft  all  the  inhabi- 
tatijt?  of  VerfaiHes*  foon  became  fo  embar- 
raffing  from  the  efforts  they  made  all  at  the 
fanac;-  tyne  to  get  near  the  King,  and  enjoy 
th^Tpl^^furc.  of  feeing  him,  that  his  Majefty 
h^  ap  hour's  painful  walk  before  he  arrived 
at  the  Pabce.     On  the  way  a  vulgar  woman, 
for  whom  no  doubt  a  theme  had  alfo  been 
made,  prefled  through  the  crowd,  came  up 
tafhe  ^ing,  and,  thitowing  herfelf  on  her 
knees,  faid  to  him — ^^*  Ohl  Sire  f  .Oh !  my 
•*  Kingf    Is  what    you  have  been    doing 
**  res^ly  ^cere?  Will  it  not  be  again  as.  it 
♦*  was  a  fortnight  ago?'^    The-King^  far 
from  taking  offence  at  this  infolence,  raifed 
the  woman,  kindly,   and  replied — ^*  Yes, 
**  yies,  my  good  woman  ^  it  wiU  be  lading ; 
**  I  w^I  rfeyer  change  my  opinion/*  ~ 

']flie  A^^mbly  having  attended  the  King 
as  far  as  the  bottom  of  the  flight  of  fteps 

in 
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in  the  Marble  Courts  rctornect  to  f  raf anle 
their  Sittihg,  and  refolved^»^**  Tbata  De- 
**  putation  compofod  of  cigiity^wght  oFthc 
**^  members  (hould  inknediatdy  Jcfc  oat  for 
••  Paris;  that  they  (hould  ufe  aft  their  eE. 
"  forts,  and  employ  evsery  'jneajifcrpDffible, 
**  to  reilore  order  iand  tranquiHityj  to  rbh« 
**  folidate  the  eftabiifliment  of  the  hmr^cx^h 
.**  guard  ;  and  that  th^  flKmld.publifh  ftr 
'*  every  part  of  the  town  the  affucance  givtn 
'*  by  the  King,  that  the  troops  wdre  goitig 
**  to  withdraw  from  Paris  and  VerAiillis*** 
As  foon  as  the  Deputation  wis  gone^  a 
member  of  the  Affembly  ^rop6fed  an  Adr 
drefs  to  the  King,  to  demand  ihfe  difnriiffioh 
of  the  new  Minifters,  as  being  abfolutely 
unworthy  of  the  public  confidence.  This 
motion  was  too  eflen^ially  connected  with 
the  plan  and  ambitious  views  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Montrouge,  not  to  be  agreeable  tp 
Count  Mirabeauy  and  he  accordingly  fup^ 
ported  it  with  all  his  power  ;  but  it  was  re- 
jedted,  on  the  obfervation  made  by  Count  di^ 
Clerrri/ont  TonnerrCj  *^  That  his  Majefty 
'*  ought  to  be  fuffered  tp  relifh  at  leaft  fpy 
'•  four-and-tvyenty  hours  the  joy  and  happi- 
**  nefs  of  being  King  of  fo  loyal  a  Nation  | 
^^  and  that  in  fo  glorious  a  day  it  did  notber 
Y  3  "  come 
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**  come  the  dignity  of  the  Aflcmbly  to  at« 
^^  tend  to  fo  contemptible  a  Miniftiy/* 

TFhus  tenninatcd  that  memorable  Sitting, 
in  "which. Louis  XVI,  ever  impelled  by  his 
•fatal  reliance  on  the  love  and  allegiance  of 
the  French,  voluntarily  ftripped  himfelf  of 
all  the  mans  of  fupporting  his  authority,  at 
a  moment  when  the  moft  powerful  would 
fcarcely  have  been  fufficient  to  preferve  it. 
;|Ie  chofe  rather  to  leave  his  Throne  without 
fupport  to  the  mercy  of  all  the  factious  who 
wiflxed  to  overthrow  it,  and  his  own  perfon 
without  defence  to  the  difcretion  of  a  peo- 
ple armed  and  delirious,  than  to  fhcd  thp 
Wood  of  my  on?  of  hi?  fubje<5ls, 


CHAP- 
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C|!APTER  X. 


'fhe  EleElor.s  generally  cenfured—  Their 

J^mbarrajftnent  -?—  The    Commander    of 

the     Parifian     ^ilitia    fuperfeded -r^ 

M.   de   la    Fayette    appointed    in    hif 

.  Jiead^  on  the  Command  being  refufed  - 
by  the  Buke  d'Aupiont — M.  Bailly  ap:^ 
pointed  Mayqr — Arrival  of  the  Depy^r 
tation  from  the  A^ernbly  at  the  HoteU 
de-Ville  —  Speeches  -—  AcclamationfS  an^ 
Tranfports  of  Joy — Te  Deuvi  at  ^oire 
Dame — ConduEl  of  the  F-UElors  and  of 
the  AJfembly—Mr.  Neither  recalled — Rer 
treat  of  the  new .  Minijlry — The  King 
goes  to  Paris^  accompanied  by  a  numer 
rous  Deputation  of  .the  AJfembly — De^ 
parture  of  the  Duchefs  de  Polignac-^ 
Sitting  held  by  the  King  at  the  Hotel'de-- 
Ville — The  King  receives  the  National 
Y  4  Cockade 
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Cockade — Speech  made  by  M.  de  Lalljh^ 
General  Joy-^The  King^s  return  to  Ver^ 
failles. 

XT  was  foon  known  at  Paris  that  the  Af- 
fcnibly  had  not  experienced  any  of  the  dan-- 
gers  with  which  it  was  faid  to  have  been 
menaced  j  that  the  pretended  refuikl  of  the 
cannoniers  to  obey  Marfhal  Broglio,  and  all 
the  projeds  of  vengeance  attributed  to  the 
Minifters,  were  but  ridiculous  fables,  def- 
titute  of  every  kind  of  foundation.  Alar»ns 
and  fufpicions  all  vaniflied,  and  gave  place 
tp  regret  and  remorfe  for  the  crimes,  as  atro^ 
cious  as  ufelefs,  with  which  the  capital  had 
difgraced  itfelf,  Diffatisfidion  and  forrow 
\^ere  painted  on  every  countenance.  Loud 
murmurs  were  dii-efted  againft  the  Electors , 
who  were  accufed  of  ignorance^  weaknefs, 
and  evil  intentions.  The  blatne  of  all  that 
had  happened  was  thrown  upon  them,-^ 
*•  They  alone/*'  it  was  faid,  **  might  have 
•*  been  able  to  prevent  it,  and  confequently 
^*  fhould  be  refponfible  for  it.*' 

The  Ele^ofs,  alarmed  at  this  tamper,  ex- 
erted their  utmoft  efforts  to  avert  from  their 
own  heads  the  ftorm  that  threatened  th<im, 
and  turned  all  the  charges  tvhich  w^re  laid 

to 


JVLY  17890       FRENCH   REVOLUTION.  ^g 

to  theiii  upon  the  irrefohition  of  Af .,  de  Fief- 
filles,  ihfe  want  of  a  chief  Magiftrate  after 
the  death  of  that  laft  of  the  Prevots,  and 
nbbv^  all,  upon  the  incapacity  of  the  Cpra- 
xnanderof  the  bourgeois  guard,  with  whom 
the  people  were  exceedingly  diffatisfi^d,  foe 
having  (taken  no  part  in  the  evems  of  tjhp 
preceding  :d3:ys,  /*  Wha^,"  f^d^  Ifhgr, 
*v  haVe  we  tO:4o  with  aCon^mander  who 
^\  doe^  not  com^S^ft^,  .ftftd  who  cannof  (how 
V  hihi&l£  a.ita|i?r\   :  _   : 

The  Gbnimander,  La  Salle  d'Offemont^ 
liaving  no  iatisfa(5tory  reply  to  make  to  this 
reproach,  the. Elc<5tof&  hoped  to  effefft  a  di- 
verfion  in  their  own  favour :  by  employing 
themfclves .  in  .the  choice  pf  another  Com- 
mander.  They  firll  founded  the  Duke 
d^Awnont,  who  two  days  before  had  yor 
luntarily  tendered  his  fervices  :  he  was  fent 
^r  to  the  Committee  of  the  Ele6lors,  and 
offered  the  place  of  *Af .  de  la  Salle  ;  but  he 
refufcd  it,  under  pretence  that  his  perfonal 
connexions  with  the  Court  would  render  his 
appointment  tQ  the  command  more  prejudi- 
cial tfami  ufcful  in  the  new  order  of  things  • 
On  his  rcfufal  they  appointed  M^  de  la 
Fayette,  who  was  known  to  be  well  difpofed 
to  icccpt  the  place,     Thia  appointment  was 

fol- 
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followed  by  that  of  M.  Bailly  to  the  office 
of  Mayor,  a  title  now  fubftitutecj  for  that 
of  Prevot  dfs  Marchands,  becaufe  the  new 
order  of  things,  it  was  faid,  required  that 
the  Head '  of  the  Municipality  of  Paris 
fiibuld  unite  the  functions  of  Lieuten^it  of 
Police,  arid  evfen  thofe  ipf ;  Minifter  of  Paris, 
to  thofe  of  Prei^t  des  Marckands.   -' 

Although  the  Diftrids  objected,  and  with 
good  reafon,  that  the  Eleftors,  in  proceed- 
ing to  thefe  appointments,  bad  eicrcifed  a 
right  that  did  not  'bcteng  to  them,  the 
choice  they  had  made  gave  general  fatisfao- 
tion,  and  their  irregularity  was  forgotten  in 
public  approbation, 

Tranquillity  and  hope  began  to  revive, 
when  they  heard  of  the  new  meafure  adopt- 
ed by  the  King,  and  of  the  departure  of  the 
Deputation  fent  by  the  National  Aflcmbly  to 
Paris.  Thefe  arrived,  accompanied  by  the 
people  of  the  different  villages;  that  lie  on 
the  road  to  Verfailfes.  TThc  Deputies  got 
out  of  their  carriages  at  the  barrier  de  la  Coiu 
jferenccy  and  walked  to  the  Hotii'de^Viih 
through  a  lane  formed  by'rhore  thflaa!>  fifty 
thoufand  men,  fbme  armed  with  gun^, 
others  with  pikes,  axes,  fey thes,'&G.  .  The 
obllreperous  homage  of  this  uqdifcip^nedand 

dif. 
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diforderly  multitude  gave  this  Ihow  much 
more  the  air  of  an  infurredion  than  that  of 
a  triumphal  procejion.  On  all  fides  the  peo* 
pie  cried  out — **  Thefe  are  our  faviours^ 
**  thefe  are  the  deliverers  of  France^^tht 
*'  martyrs  of  Liberty  !  Long  live  the  King  f 
**  Long  live  the  Nation  I  Long  live  the  Na>- 
* '  tipnal  AJfembly  !  "  At  every  inftant  women 
of  the  loweft  clafs  making  their  way  through 
the  crowd  fprang  upon  the  Deputies,  and 
overwhelmed  them  with  tjie  groffeft  careffes^ 
Th^y  were  all  particularly  defirous  of  embra- 
cing M.  de  la  Fayette  and  the  Abbe  Sieyes. 
The  Hall  of  the  Hotel-de-Villje,  into 
which  the  Deputation  was  introduced,  was 
foon  filled  with  an  immenfe  crowd  of  peo- 
ple of  all  conditions.  The  Deputies  having 
taken  the  places  allotted  for  them,  M.  de  la 
Wayette  fcized  the  firft  moment  of  filence  to 
declare  the  objeA  of  the  Deputation:— 
•'  Gentleineni,*'  faid  he,  ^*  at  length  the  mo- 
f*  ment  moft  defired  by  the  National  Af- 
'•  fembly  is  arrived.  The  King  has  been 
?f  deceived,  he  is  no  longer  fo:  he  this 
**  day  came  amongfl:  us,  without  arms, 
**  without  troops,  without  that  awful  array 
••  with  which  Princes  are  furrounded,  and 
ft  >vhich  to  good  Kings  is  fo  ufelefs.     He 

**  has 
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**  has  mformcd  us  that  he  has  givin  orders 
"  to  the  trodps  to  retire.  Let  us  forget  our 
•"  misfortunes,  or  rather  let  us  remember 
*•  them  only  in  order  to  avoid  fimilar  ones 
'**  in  future/* 

He  concluded  with  reading  the  Spfeech 
-which  the  King  had  delivered  in  the  Affem- 
kify  and  of  which  every  fentence  excitcS 
the  moft  lively  acclamations  of  joy  and  gra- 
titude. The  applaufes  which  every  mo- 
ment refounded  in  the  Hall  were  reverberated 
With  ecftacy  by  the  immenfe  populace  that 
thronged  the  Place-de-GYevCj  the  quays,  and 
all  the  ftreets  leading  to  the  Hotel-de^ 
Ville. 

Mi  de  Lally  Toteridal  then  delivered  the 
following  Speech  * ; 

•^  Parifians,  in  us  behold  your  felloWi? 
citizens,  your  friends,  your  brothers,  *  thofc 
"who  have  the  honour  of  being  your  imme- 
diate agents,  thofe  on  whom  your  free  and 
glorious  fufFrages  havebeftowed  in  the  Na- 
tional Reprefentation  the  diftindion  you  en-* 

*.  f  This.  Speech  has  been  ahered,  curtailed,  and  re- 
ported differently  by  all  the  Journaltfts.  It  is  here  in- 
serted as  the  author  fent  it  to  me  on  my  applying  to 
him  for  it. 
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joy  among  the  cities  of  France*  You  fee 
men  who  are  this  day  come  to  reftore  peace 
to  you ;  who  guaranty  it  to  you  upon  their 
faith,  of  which  you  have  no  doubt,  and 
who,  were  it  neceflary,  would  guaranty 
it  with  their  heads,  which  they  will 
ever  be  ready  to  devote  to  ydur  fervice.  in 
the  difaftrous  circumftances  now  for  ever 
done  away,  you  have  never  felt  a  finglc 
pang,  never  been  expofed  to  a  iingle  crifis, 
which  we  have  not  truly  participated  or 
traced  with  anxiety.  Your  affli<5kions  fo 
deep  ! — ^your  refentments,  unfortunately  fo 
juft !  your  dangers  too  I  We  were  fhocked 
to  think  ourfelves  away  from  them ;  and  our 
only  confolation  was,  that  we  were  labour- 
ing to.  avert  them  efFeftually  at  once  from 
jou,  from  our  Country,  and  from  our  King. 
Yds !  from  our  King !  who,  believe  me, 
never  thought  of  attacking  you,  but  who 
has  been  attacked  at  the  fame  time  that  you 
liavcj  who  his  been  betrayed  in  a  manner 
not  lefs  fhamefully  than  y ourfelves.  Fatal' 
Counfels  I  *  were  it  only  their  imprudence 
that  could  be  accufed  of  all  the  diforders  to 
which  the  bare  idea  of  them  has  given  birth. 
How  has  your  good,,  your  virtuous  King- 
been  deceived !  The  poifon  of  calumny  has 
t  hecn 
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been  poiired  into  Kis  pure  heart.  He,  whofe 
mind  muft  ever  be  confcious  of  his  claims 
to  your  love,  has  been  befet  with  terrors 
equally  injurious  to  him  and  to  the  gene- 
rous and  afFedlionate  Nation  over  whom  he 
has  the  happinefs  and  the  honour  of  reign- 
ing. Citizens  I  notwithftanding  this,  what 
has  happened  ?  With  any  other  PrirKe  our 
duty  might  have  been  painful,  and  almoft 
dreadful ;  with  Louis  XVL  it  was  only  ne* 
ceflary  to  go  diredtty  to  him,  to  point  out 
the  truth,  and  paint  your  misfortunes.  It 
inftantly  drew  tears  from  him.  You  rend 
my  heart  I  faid  he  to  us  laft  night,  with  an 
accent  that  immediately  communicated  com- 
fort to  our  own ;  and  this  morning  he  came 
amongft  us  all  without  arms  or  parade.  He 
had  no  train  b\it  that  of  his  good  adlions  ; 
no  guard  but  that  of  our  love.  In  the  midft 
of  us  he  fpoke  in  the  noble  and  conciliatory 
language  which  you  have  juft  heard,  and 
which  you  are  about  to  blefs.  He  told  us 
that  he  relied  upon  us,  that  is,  upon  you  j 
that  he  depended  on  our  faith,  that  is,  oA 
yours;  He  requcfted  us  to  ajjijl  him  with 
cur  counfels,  in  order  to  fecure  thefafety 
of  the  State.  Judge  whether  our  counfels 
will  be  for  your  happinefs  and  his,  or  not  ; 

whether 
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whether  either  iii  our  \i^i(hes  ordn  your^  the 
State  can  ever*  be  feparated  from  it«  Chief. 
He  theninfqtmed  us  of  thciordicr  which  he 
had  givtn  to  the,  troops  to  withdraw^  and 
even  while  he  was  freaking  to  «s  the  troops 
were  in  motion  to  obey  that  order.  Every 
word  he  uttered  was  attended  with  all  the 
efFufipns  of  our  gratitude,  and  they  were 
juftly  due  to  him.  He  came  to  throw  him- 
lelf  into  our  arms,,  and  in  our  arms  we  car* 
ried  him  in  triumph  back  to  his  Palace; 
whence,  impatient  to  gratify  the  firfl:  wifli  of 
his  heart,  we  flew,  deputed  by  him,  to  the 
People  of  his  Capital  ^. 

**  Farifians  1  What  have  we  experienced 
in  our  way  to  you  ?  What  emotions  I  what 
fights  1  what  occurrences  ! — Here,  cpmpa- 
nies  of  foldiers  marching  before  us  on  their 
way  to  the  frontiers,  which  they  Ihould  ne- 
ver have  left :  there,  crowds  of  pepple  run- 
ning to  meet  us,  and  to  whom,  in  the  name 
of  the  King,  we  reftored  the  fccurity  which 
they  never  deferved  to  lofe.  All  the  houfes, 
all  the  paths,  refounding  with  the  fame  ac- 
clamations which  have  juft  proceeded  from, 

*  General  acclamations  of  "  Vive  k  Roi !  Vt- 
'*  vent  ms  Deputes  r 

your- 


yourfclves,  with  thofe  glorious  flbouts  of— 
Vive  U  Rcii  Vive  la  NfUion  t  Vive  la  Li- 
herti^  I  And  wer  the-  Mihifteps  of  peace 
and  love  tetwecn  ftie  Ffcnch  ahd  their 
Sovereign;  we,  faithfuf  fubjed:s,  faithful 
Representatives,  henceforth  rendered  happy 
by  the  union  6f  thofe  titles  equally  leered, 
hearing  confufedly ,  yet  with  '  delight,  our 
names  mixed  with  all  thefe  bleffihgs,  we  faid 
to  each  other,  that  this  day  was  the  moft 
glorious  of  our  lives,  and^that,  if  you  choic, 
it  would  be  the  moft  glorious  otf  the  Mo- 
narchy. 

**  Frenchmen  !  you  muft  choofe  it.  One 
prayer  remains  for  us  to  make  to  you.  It  is 
addfefled  to  you  from  the  bottom  of  our 
hearts,  and  approved  by  our  confciences  ; 
and  by  all  that  is  dear  to  you  we  conjure 
you  to  grant  it.  In  the  name  of  the  King' 
and  d£  the  National  Affembly  we  have 
brought  you  peace :  let  us  now  in  yotir 
name  carry' back  peace  to  the 'King  and  the 
National  Affenibly.  -f  But  peace  in  its  fuUeft 
fcnfe,  peace  that  leaves  no  heart-burnings 
for  the  paft — no  diftruft  ^f  the  future.   We 

*  The  fame  fliouts  are  repeated  .through  the  Hall, 
t  A  general  fliout  of  Peace  ! 

"       .  were 


were  comforted  At  ^ght  of  tkemfiafursf 
iake^  hy  your  prudence  for  th  internal 
srder  of  ypur  immedfe.  towjo.  Wp  were 
furprifdd  tfcat  fb  violeht.atfe; agitation  fhould 
be  fuccceded  by  ^  a  ,  Police .  fa  prompt  and.  fo 
tegular  as  tf^at  whicb  (jo^e  every 'where  obf 
ferwed  6n  <m  wa^.!i;¥)Qii'  are^  impatient,  I 
am  fure  of  it,  tolsStK  .yvxm  ftal  to  this  rcr 
♦ura  of  public  traixqufllity;  ^  While  your 
voiced  are  ^joining  with  miap  id  proclaiming 
pea^ey;  liee  yqurareiiiEmpatificit  Jttx|mt  an  eod 
to  tbefe/wJirlike  pre^aialiofisv  of 'which  the 
Highteft  danger^  if:  tbcy  continue,  i»^ouid  be 
tx)  af^ft  4he/  fi^bl.  i^cxfi  the  citia:©il,  ktxd  to 
turn  .iway. the-. :ftepl5J0f'ctHe:  fti?an^;.  YkSu 
«e  the  foloicits?  o£r  Libertiy/'but  fcorartdibc 
.the  bravods  of  Scdido^w/-'Gaready:as  yoviiare 
to  he  aiimircd  fiif  f6u€  ^colirage,  mhcaa  xcnifed 
by  thfcikead  ofTubjfiftioii'yQii'fle^ftoiarms, 
mucU  moreJmlLiyou  be.admiijcd  ior.'fbvk 
vlrtne^/idii'iaying  xiown  dibfc  arftisrat  ihe 
€alLo€  then  i^ing,  :\;vdioi^ts;  ypu  idle  aeflcanit 
pie;  land  in  ob^dieaoe  >to  your  iCibuntfy ;  itbiai. 
commands  'k^  fide^aors  1  and  yt)u  !that  .a» 
iathef^'  ^f  /fiiitailics  I  Jwho  in .  tiie  Jiesifidft 
flew  to  the  helm,  and  w^ithout  whom 
perhaps  the  veflcl  would  ere  this  have 
Vol.  L  Z  been 
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been  funk*l  it  is  more  efpccially  your 
part  to  accomplifli  thefc  wiftics.  It  is  yours 
to  temper  the  overflowing  fpirit  of  the 
young,  and  regulate  the  excefs  of  their  no- 
ble paffions.  Tell  them,  that  they  who  ca- 
lumniate Nations  to  their  Kings  merit  all 
out  execradon  :  but  tell. them  too,  that  they 
do  not  merit  it  more^  neither  are  they  more 
criminal  or  more?  dangerous  than  they  who 
calumniate  Kings  to  their  Nations;  Repeat 
to  them  thofe  facrcd^  raaxims;  which  to  your 
immortal  honour^  and  for  the  prefervatioh  of 
fome  unfortunate  mcn^were  echoed  roimd 
this  Hall  no  longer  fiiure  ihan  yefterday.  Put 
all  our  beloved  fello\i^^ckdzens  in  mind,  that 
a'time  of  commotion  4s:  no  time  for  legifla- 
tioni  and  that  the  vei7:)bounties  of  the  King, 
Wen  our  own  zeal  would  be  xmavailingi  if 
tOur;  tranquillity  were  difturbed.  Tell  them 
iaftly,  ^d  -tell  them  again  and  again,  that 
4hey  muft  now  become  the  admilration,  or  the 
fcom  of  Europe;  thaton  this  moment  and  for 
Ower  depends  the  itonour  of  the  Fr£nch 
^AME  !  I  fee  you  all  Hart  at  thefe  words* 
Citizens  of  every  order  and  of  cveiy  age^an- 

fwer 
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fwcr  me,  I  bcfecch  you.  Would  you  not  ra- 
ther fuf&r  a  thoufand  deaths  than  renounce 
or  tamifli  the  honour  of  the  French  Name  *  ? 
Do  you  not,  true  to  that  character,  love 
your  King,  your  Country,  your  Wives,  your 
Parents,  and  your  children  "f?  Believe  nje 
then,  that  you  will  love  them  Hill  more 
when  you  enjoy  that  liberty  which  gives  a 
new  exigence  to  all  the  faculties  of  man,  a 
new  charm  to  all  his  feelings :  and  you  (hall 
enjoy  it,  you  (hall  be  a  free  people ;  for  your 
King  has  promifed  it,  and  your  Reprefenta- 
tives  have  fworn  it  J.  Well !  you  mean 
then  no  more  to  wound  all  that  is  dear  to 
you,  by  cruel  ftrifes  ?— You  mean  that  there 
(hall  be  no  more  profcriptions  ? — -Punifliment 
muft  flow  only  from  the  Law;  without  which, 
refentment  the  juflefl  in  its  principle  may 
become  criminal  in  its  effeiSts.  Let  there  be 
an  end  to  irregular  denunciations,  to  tu- 
multuous proceedings  againft  bad  citizens  : 

•  A  general  Cry  of— Yes!  yes  ! 

t  Yes!  yeis!  yes! 

I  A  general  cry  o^-^Five  le  RoH    Viv^nt.nos  Rt^re- 
Jentans  ! 

Z  2  there 
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there  (hall  be  ho  more  bad  citi:»cns, .  all  will 
be  rendered  good  by  your  example  f^ 

'*  Citizens  I  you  fee,  wc  are  all  agreed* 
I  dcx  not  exprefs  a  fingle  thxnig^t  in  >vhicb 
my  words  ^te  not  anticipated  by  your  fecL 
ings.  I  thank  you  for  the  kind  attentiorv 
with  which  you  have  liftened  to  nie, ,  and 
will  not  encroach  upon  it ;;  hut,  in  conclude 
ing,  allow  my  parting  words  tor  be  the  tc-^ 
petition  of  thole  which  your  generous  and 
beneficent  Monarch  this  morning  iixrpreffed 
upon  our  hearts.  Addrefling  the  Natiooal 
Affembly,.  he. laid,  *.*  I  Titus ir  to  vau/* 
To  you,  my  fellow^citizens,  I  fay^  The 
National  Ajffembly  trujl  to  you  j^  they  rejign^ 
titcmf elves  to  you.  All  is  contained  in  this 
fingle  fetitence— rOur  wants  and-  your  rights  ^ 
both  what  we  feel  and  what  is  di»  tayou^ 
the  fecurity  of  our  labours,  and  the  pcofpew 
rity  of  your  CoTOiftry/* 

When  to  quell  a  popular  infurredlion  it  is 
neceflary  to  ufe  perfuafip^n  inftead.  of  forci- 
ble means,  the  fpeaker  whp.  undertakes  Xo 

*  Repeated  cries  of — Peace !  No  more  profcrjp- 
tions! 

*      ,.  ,  hazardous 
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hazardous  «  taik  'muft  ncccffarily  addrefs 
the  people  in  a  language  to  which  they 
will  liften,  and  of  courfc  he  muft  foothe 
them,  and  even  appear  to  approve  their  ex- 
ccflesi  in  order  the  mbreTurely  to  gam  their 
confidence*.  They  muft'  be  treated  like 
thofe  mariiacs  whom  oppofition  always  irri- 
tates, and  whofc  ideas  one  muft  prfetend  to 
adopt,  to  fuccecd  the  more  eaiily  in  making 
them  rdinquifti  them.  It  is  thus  we  muft 
underftand  M.  de  Lally^s  fpeech,  to  refrain 
from  feverely  cenfuring  him  for  faying  that 
rniy  part  of  the  refentment  of  the  people 
ruasju/tj  that  he  admired  the  plan  of  de» 
fence  adopttd  by  the  Parifians^  and  thex)r^ 
der  of  their  Police.  Thofe  ads  of  rebel- 
lion were  crimes  that  could  be  really  admired 
only  by  the  villains  capable  of  committing 
them,  and  certainly  no  man  was  farther  re- 
moved from  that  clafs  than  M.  de  Lally. 
Thefe  therefore  were  artful  phrafes  adapted 
to  circumftances :  he  feigned  to  approve 
and  to  admire  the  infuri'edlion,  to  be  able  the 
more  eafily  to  arreft  its  courfe.    The  fpeech, 

♦  Accidit  tamen  allquando  ut  ficut  cquo  propter 
ferocUm,  ita  dvi  contumaci  propter  potenriatn  blandicn- 
4um.    (Hobbes,  De  Q've)» 

Z  3  however, 
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however,  produced  fo  lively  an  emotion  in 
the  crowd  of  hearers,  that  the  fpeaker  was 
in  danger  of  being  ftifled  by  jhc  embraces 
of  all  within  reach  of  him.     A  crown  pf 
flowers  was  offered  to  him ;  which  he  mo- 
deftly  refufed,  faying  that  the  homage  was 
due  to  the  National  Affembly ;  but  in  fpite 
of  his  efforts  to  prevent  it,  it  was  placed 
upon  his  head.     His  audience  were  then  de- 
firous  of  Ihowing  him  to  the  people  aflem- 
bled  in  the  fquare,  and,  notwithflanding  his 
refifVancc,  drew  him  to   a  window,  where 
he  received  a  teftimony  of  the  fatisfadlion  of 
all  the  fpedlators,  by  continyed  fhputs  of  ap- 
plaufe.     The  fpeech  moil  fuccefsful   after 
M.  de  Lally^s  wai?   that  of  the  Count  de 
Clermont-Tonnerre. 

The  neceflity  of  a  return  to  fubordination, 
juflice,  and  peace,  was  fo  generally  felt,  that 
if  the  AlTembly  had  known  how,  or  been 
inclined,  to  feize  the  occafion  to  re-eflablifh 
public  authority  on  its  legitimate  bafi^,  to 
reftore  order,  and  to  inveft  the  King  again 
with  the  means  of  niaintaining  it,  nothing 
could  have  been  eafier:  but  the  commif- 
fion  of  the  Deputies  did  not  gq  fo  far,  and 
doubtlefs  they  did  not  dare  to  exceed  it* 
Their  fpeeches,  though  full  of  eloquent  in-. 

vitation? 
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vitations  to  union  and  tranquillity,  pointed 
.out  no  means  for  re-cftablilhing  them,  pro- 
pofed  no  plan,  and  left  people  the  bell  in- 
dined  ftill  at  a  lofs  what  refolution  to  take. 
This  embarraffment  was  relieved  by  a  pro- 
pofal,  luckily  made  by  the  Archbifliop  of. 
Paris,  to  go  and  fing  the  Te  Deum  at  Notre^ 
Dame  I  and  the  neccffity  for  doing  fomc- 
thing  uncommon  caufed  it  to  be  unanimoufly 
adopted.  The  Deputation  walked  to  the 
church  accompanied  by  the  peopk ;  and  after 
the  Te  Deum,  M.  de  la  Fayette,  amidft  the 
firing  of  cannon,  the  beating  of  drums,  a\id 
the  found  of  military  mufic,  took  the  oath 
of  faithfully  performing  the  duties  of  Gene- 
ral of  the  Parifian  Militia.  Such  was  the 
refult,  far  more  pious  than  ufeful,  of  this 
important  deputation.  Scarcely  were  they 
{H  out  for  Verfailles,  when  the  Elejftors,  tak- 
ing to  themfelves  the  invitations  to  re-ella- 
blifti  order,  and  confidering  them  as  a  folemn 
confirmation  of  the  powers  t^hey  had  arro- 
gated, became  intent  upon  the  mearis  of  con- 
firming their  ufurpation.  As  Af.  Bai/ly^s 
appoiiUnjent  to  the  ofBcp  of  Mayor  had 
placed  at  their  head  the  firft  Prcfident  of  the 
National  AfTembly,  they  thought  they  might 
proceed  on  an  equality  with  the  Reprefenta-r 

Z  4  tives 
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tivfes  of  the  Nation.    This  prctenfion^  ridiv/ 
culous  is  it  was^  fldtteried  the  vanity  of  the 
Parifians,  4nd  did  not  a  little  contribute  to 
make  them  approve  all  the  refolutioAs  and' 
meafured  taken  by  the  Ele^ors  td  Ofganiac 
ahd  confirm  their  authorrty. 

In  the  account  givert  next  d^y  by  the  Dc^ 
putation  to  the  National  Affenlbly,  they  de^ 
clared  that  the  cry  at  the  HoUUdt-Villt,  in 
the  Place-de-Grevej  and  through  the  wholte 
town,  had  been  unanimous  in  requiring  thfe 
recall  of  Mr.  Necker^  and  the  removal  of 
the.  new  Miniflers.  '*  It  wis  hot  in  taf 
*'  power/*  ftidM.  de  Ldlly,  *'  to  pafs  mtr  itt 
^^  filtnce  the  wiihes  of  the  Gapitit,  btecftufe 
^'  my  felldwrcitiztehs  conjured  ine  to  dedar& 
"  tiiem  to  you ;  and  I  but  yield  to  the  dic^ 
^^  tates^  of  rty  confciencfe,  $nd  peifoftti  my 
^'  dihty,  in  laying  before  you  the  oirders  of 
^'  ttiy  C6riftituents/' 

'  Count  MirabeaUf  eVei-  faithful  to  the  pl»^ 
of  the  Mohtrou^e  Coriimittee,  had  |)fe|)arfed 
a  fpdech  for  the  occafiph,  with  the  outline  pf 
an  addrefs,  which  he  thert  read.  It  was  ^ 
mpft  violent  Philippic  agaiiift  the  ^e^  -  Mi-^ 
fiifters ;  but  it  went  no  farther  than  their 
difmiffion,  without  fliowing  Ae  ieaft  defir^ 
tHt  the  dif^ced  |vliniftti^  ^ould  be  rt, 

pal}c4f 
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called.  It  W4S  howfevfer  highly  applauded, 
ahd  almoft  ^11  the  Mechb^rs  of  the  Affembly 
w1k>  fpoke,  allowed  that  It  Was  unfebmly  to 
alk  ft)f  the  iiecall  of  Mf.  Necker,  and  were 
of  opinion  that  the  ReptefentatiVe^  of  the 
Nation  had  done  enough  in  teftifying  their 
efteem  and  regret  for  him,  M.  de  Lally  op- 
p^fed  this  opinibn,  whic|i  was  given  up,  ahd 
it  was  then  determined  that  a  Deputation 
fhoud  be  Tent  to  the  King  to  fequeft  the  rb^ 
moval  of  the  new  Minifters,  and  the  fetrall 
of  Mr.  Necktt. 

Wliile  they  were  deliberating  ion  the  alte.-. 
rations  to  be  made 'in  the  addrefs  propofed 
hy  Mifaieau,  the  King  fent  to  inform  ihe 
AffenfiWy  that  the  Baron  dt  Brettuil  had  re*. 
jTuled  to  be  in  the  adminiiiration^  and  that 
the  other  Minifters  had  fent  in  their  refigna- 
tion.  On  this  it  was  infiantly  refolved, 
that  a  Deputation  (hould  be  fent  to  his 
Mfejefty  to  expfefs  the  gratitude  of  the  A<^ 
letnbly :  but  before  they  fet  out,  a  Mean^ 
bcr  of  the  Nobility  faid,  *^  That  he  Was 
^*  atithorifed  to  declare,  that  the  King,  6h 
^*  being  informed  of  the  Wiihefc  of  the  Pari* 
^*  fians,  had  refolved  to*  go  and  appcaf 
f^  among  them  in  the  Capital,  and  that  he 
ij  defired  the  Aflembly  to  make  this  refolu- 

•*  tion 
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"  tion  known  to  his  good  city  of  Paris. ^* 
In  ccmfcqucncc  of  this,  it  was  rcfolvcd,  that 
a  Deputation  fhould  inftantly  carry  this  gra- 
tifying news  to  the  Capital;  and  that  his 
Majefty  fhould  be  entreated  to  allow  a  nu- 
merous Deputation  of  the  National  Affcmbly 
to  attend  him  to  Paris. 

That  fent  to  the  Palace  very  foon  returned, 
and  made  known  that  the  King  accepted  the 
attendance  of  the  Members  offered  by  the 
AfTembly;  that  Mr.  Necker  fhould  be  re- 
called ;  that  his  Majefly,  to  give  the  Rcprc- 
fentatives  of  the  Nation  a  frefh  proof  of  his 
confidence,  fent  them  the  letter  which  he 
had  written  to  that  Minifter,  and  defired 
they  would  h*ve  it  conveyed  to  him  at 
BrufTels,  where  he  would  probably  be  ftill 
overtaken. 

It  was  refolved  that  the  Prefident  fhould 
alfo  write  to  Mr.  Necker ^  to  invite  him  in 
the  name  of  the  Affembly  to  haflen  his  re- 
turn* The  letter*  was  inflantly  written, 
and,  with  the  King*s,  given  to  Dufrefnc  de 
SU  Leon^  a  friend  of  Mr.  Neckerh^  who 
immediately  fct  out  to  overtake  him  at  Bruf- 
fcls.    The  Affembly  then  proceeded  to  ap- 

*  ScQ  Appendix,  No.  2. 

point 
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point  a  hundred  Deputies,  to  Accompany  ibc 
King  to  Paris,  of  which  honour  they  were 
all  apabitious.  Louis  XVL  yielding  them 
every  thing,  giving  up  all  to  them,  became 
in  their  ejres  the  paragon  of  Kings.  They 
were  not  fatisfied  with  comparing  him  to 
Louis  XIL  and  Henry  IV. — Rabaud  de  St. 
Etienne^  a  Deputy  and  Journalift,  placed 
him  in  his  paper  on  a  par  with  Charie-- 
magfu. 

While  the  Affembly  gave  themfelves  up 
to  the  joy  of  feeing  every  thing  fucceed  ac- 
cording to  their  wiflies,  the  Palace  wa^  in 
the  deepeft   cenfternation.     I  went  thither 
that  morning  at  eleven    o'clock,    without 
knowing  what  had  paffed,  and  was  frozen 
with  apprehenfion  at  the  folitude  and  filencc 
that  reigned.     I  anxioufly  alked  the  pcrfon 
in  waiting,  whom  I  found  alone  in  the  anti- 
chamber,  if  the  King  were  within?     "  Yes, 
*•  Sir,"  he  replied,  ^*  I  believe  he  is  ftill 
^•within.*'—**   Why  JIM?    Is   he  going, 
'^  out?'* — ^*  I  don't  know.  Sir,  but  it  has 
"  not  a  good  look/'     **  Has  any  thing  new 
**  then   occurred   fince  yefterday,    do   you 
^*  know  ?"    **  No,  Sir,  but  many  things  arci 
**  faid." — **  Are  any  of  the  Minifters  with 
M  the  Kuig?**      «' Minifters!    he  has  no 

longer 
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^*  longer  any:  nobody. has  been  here  bu< 
**  M.  D^Ogfiy*,  who  faw  the  King  thia 
••  morning/'  I  haftcncd  to  M.  D'Ogny, 
with  whom  I  wis  intimately  comie6ted,  and 
from  him  I  learned  the;  difmifliofn  of  the 
Mi'nifters,  their  departure,  *that6f  theCottot 
i^Artois,  tht  Duchcfs  de  J^ignae-^.  atid 
many  others. 

The  jdy  of  the  Parifians  was  ftill  mixed 
with  uneafinefs  and  the  moft  abfurd  fufpi-* 

*  Comptroller  of  the  Pofts. 

t  The  Duchcfs  of  PoUgnac  has  beien  the  obje^  of  the 
moft  atfocious  calumnies,  becaufe  (he  continued  faithful 
to  the  Qiieen,  whom  her  enemies  were  anxious  to  ren- 
der odious  in  the  fighl  of  the  People  by  every  kind  of 
tfieans ;  and  that  of  defaming  her  beft  friends  was 
doubtlefs  one  of  the  fureft.  Madame  df  P^lignac  ptv^t 
■would  have  left  their  Majefties,  had  not  the  King,  whofc 
cfteem,  confidence,  and  affcdion  for  her  were  very  high, 
infifted  on  hier  quitting  the  Kingdom  about  the  ifiili  of 
|uly.  **He  dreaded  lier  being  invt)lved  i«  the  dangers 
with  which  fee  viras  fiirrounded.  The  intereft  and 
aflFeAionate  friendihip  which  the  virtuous  Louis  XVJL 
preferved  to  the  end  of  his  life  for  the  Duchefs  of  PoU^ 
gnac,  would  have  fully  cleared  "her  from  all  the  odious^ 
imputations  which  flander  had  dared  to  caft  upon  fier ; 
bm  ihe  was  not  able  to  forvive  the  hondUe  deftirty  tf 
htf  auguft  •benefai^ors.  Death,  has  torn  her  from  her 
friends,  and  that  is  to  fay,  Yrom  all  who  kaew  her.-r- 
I  had  not  that  honour,  and  therefore  what  I  have  faid  is 
tnuch  kfe  an  apology  for  her,  than  rcfpcdl  paid  to  Truth. 

cions : 
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dons  r  they  fully  confided  in  the  intentions 
and  promifes  of  the  King ;  but  the  troops,  of 
lyhofi  removal  rficy  had  been  told,,  were  ftill 
in  the  environs  of  Paris^and  they  took  it 
into  their  heads  that  the  Minifters  had  der 
layed  theii*  departure  only  to  employ  them 
agaiiift  the.  Capital.  In  vain  were  they 
ihown  the  impoffibility  of  thirty  thouland 
Aicn:  inaTching  at  once,  and  before  the  ne^ 
ceffary  meafiires  had  been  taken  to  fecure 
their  fiibfiftence  on  the  diflferent  roads :  fear 
is  jMttP  b?  conquered  by  reafon^  and  fear 
wis  thfcirjconftant  predominant  fenlation. 
It  waJs  kept?  up  by  the  diforder  ftill  prevail- 
ing among  tht  patrols/  whofe  number,  c6n- 
fufion,  and  precipitate  raovemoits/  gave  a 
fai^ion  to  themoA  alarming  impofturcs  :  be- 
fides,  ibme  falfc  patrols  were  from  time  to 
time  taken  up^  gompofodof  thofe  ruffians  who 
infeft  all  great  towns,  and  who  coniftaritly 
have  pillage  in  view;  Thcfe  wercdifarmed 
and  carried  to.  the  Hoid^de^Vilki  the  <Peo« 
pie  iecufiod  and  barricaded  their  houfes  i^H 
mOTe  than;  the  pir«ceding  days )  the  alarm- . 
bell  iiruia[feiiitly  called  M  arms  thafe  citi^ehtf 
who  had  been  able  to'geit  any;  and  thcfl^ 
were&en  biramng  to  thei^'Dift^rifts,  artd  t* 
the  HotelrdC'Ville,  as  eagedy  as  if  «he  (iegft 
>        Q  /  or 
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The  Horfe  Guards  led  the  way,  and  were 
followed  by  the  Freridh  Guards,  with  the 
cannon  and  colours  of  the  BaftiUe  at  their 
bead.  The  Members  of  the  Aflcmbly,  filing 
off  in  pairs  and  forming  a  double  column, 
went  next }  and,  after  thena,  the  iaifantry  of 
the  Bourgeois  Militia.  A  bonfiderable  de# 
tachment  of  Voluotecrj  Cavaliy  preceded 
M.  de  la  Fay ette^' who ^  as  Commander,  was 
on  horfebiurk  with  his  fword  drawn  in  the 
midft  of  the  train.  The  Paris  gnard,  the 
mufic  of  the  City  Guards,  the  fi&- women 
clothed  in  white,  oraaiAentad  with  ribbons 
pf  the  colours  of  the  National  cockade,  and 
carrying  isa  their  haads  flowers  wd  branches 
of  laurel,  made  up  the  part  of  ilw  piciccf*- 
fion  immediately  before  the  King's  coadb, 
in  which  were  the  Dukes  iife  Fiiliqmet.^&i 
de  Filler oit  Marshal  BtauixMUr^md  C^v&t 
d'EJiaing.  The^  ^mx9^  wa§.  furrflunded 
by  fome  hundrieds  ..^^JSwifs  in  conoftneu 
clothes,  withpiK  arsms,  and  cbnf«undfid  with 
tlie  crowd.  •  / 

T^jiei  King  was  received  at  thebtriity  dc 
la  Conference  by  the  Mu^ipal  ^ody.  Mj^ 
Bailly,  as  Mayor,  executing  Jhe  ©iEice  of 
Prevot  des  Marc  hands,  prefented  the^fceys  €[f 

the 
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the  town  to  his  Majefty  ill  a  filver  bafon, 
and  kddrcffcd  him  in  the  following  Speech : 

**  Sire  !  I  briiig  your  Majefty  the  keys  of 
**  your  good  City  of  Paris  j  thejr  are  the 
**  fame  that  were  prefented  to  Henry  IV* 
**  He  had  conquered  his  People;  at  prefent 
"  it  is  the  People  who  have  conquered  their 
''  King. 

**  Vour  Majefty  comes  to  enjoy  the  peace 
*'  which  you  haVe  eftabliflied  in  yoiir  Capi- 
**  tal,  and  to  enjoy  theloVe  of  your  faithful 
"  fubjeds.  It  is  for  their  happinefs  that 
**  your  Majefty  has  affembled  the  .Repre- 
**  fentatives  of  the  Nation,  and  that  with 
*'  them  you  arc  going  to  undertake  to  lay 
**  the  bafis  of  liberty  and  public  profperi ty. 
**  What  a  memorable  day  was  that,  when 
**  your  Majefty  went  to  fit  in  perfon  in  the 
••  midft  of  this  united  family,  and  wefe  ef- 
**  cprted  back  to  your  palace  by  the  whole 
**  National  Affcmbly,  guarded  by  the  Re- 
**  prefentatives  of  the-  Nation,  and  furround- 
**  ed  by  an.immenfe  body  of  people !  Your 
**  Majefty *s  countenance  beamed  with  fen- 
*'  Ability  and  happinefs,  whilft  around  you 
**  n<«hing  was  heard  but  acclamations  of 
*'  joy,  nothing  feen  but  tears  of  tendcmefs 

Vol.  I.  -  A  a  **  and 
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••  and  love  Sire  !  neither  your  People  nor 
'*  your  Majefty  will  ever  forget  that  great 
•*  day,  the  moft  glorious  of  the  Monarchy, 
*•  the  aera  of  an  auguft  and  eternal  alliance 
*•  between  the  Monarch  and  the  People. 
•*  This  circumftance  is  unparalleled,  ancj 
^*  immortalizes  your  Majefty.  To  that  glo- 
**  rious  day  I  was  witnefs;  and  as  if  every 
**  happinefs  were  meant  for  me,  the  firft 
**  duty  of  the  office  to  which  I  have  been 
"  called  by  the  fufFrages  of  my  fellow-citi- 
•*  zens,  is  to  prefent  you  with  the  expref- 
**  fion  of  their  refpe<a  and  of  their  love." 

Having  liftened  to  this  fpeech,  the  King 
continued  his  way  to  the  Hotel-de-Ville^ 
through  a  lane  of  treble  ranks  of  armed  peo- 
ple roaring  out  Vive  la  Nation^  and  perpe- 
tually mixing  with  thofe  fcnfelcfs  acclama- 
tions the  brutal  cry,  which  cannot  be  re- 
peated without  horror,  of  Do  not  call  Vive 
le  Roi.  Siich  was  the  firft  homage  which 
the  good  Parifians,  the  good  City  of  Paris, 
offered  to  Louis  XVI .  in  return  for  his  good- 
nefs,  his  confidence,  and  all  his  facrifices : 
fuch  were  the  expreffions  of  their  refped^: 
and  love,  fuch  the  noble  manner  in  which 
this  People  who  had  conquered  their  King 
I  made 
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made  ufc  of  their  vidory !  A  great  number 
of  the  Gardes^dU'Corps^  having  no  other 
arms  than  their  fwords,  then  came  up,  and 
requefted  permiffion  to  attend  the  King,  but 
were  not  allowed,  and  were  flopped  at  the 
barrier. 

The  fadnefs  which  this  difgufting  recep- 
tion ftruck  to  the  heart  of  the  unfortunate 
Monarch,  appeared  on  his  face  in  fo  afFeding 
a  manner,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  look  at 
him  without  feeling  it.  The  number  of 
thofe  who  turned  away  their  heads  to  hide 
their  tears,  was  greater  by  thoufands  than 
that  of  the  villains  whofe  favage  cries 
compelled  their  filence.  Fortunately  it  was 
not  long  before  the  King  perceived  this,  and 
remarked  it  to  Marfhal  Beauveau:  *•  Thofe 
**  who  are  filent,"  faid  he  with  emotion, 
*•  are  the  real  Parifians ;  and  all  thofe  noify 
**  fellows  are  only  ruffians  who  do  not  be- 
**  long  to  the  town  :  I  am  fure  of  it/*  The 
Duke  de  Brijfac,  from  whom  I  had  this  anec* 
dote,  related  it  to  me  in  I792,  when  I  was  ex^ 
preffing  to  him  my  uneafinefs  on  account  of 
the  mobs  that  were  conftantly  gathered  in  the 
Thuileries,  under  the  windows  of  the  palace, 
abufing  the  King  and  Queen  in  the  groffeft 
manner.  Alas !  their  Majefties  believed, 
A  a  2  even 
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even  at  that  period,  that  they  might  depend 
upon  the  loyalty  of  the  Parifians. 

When  the  King  arrived  at  the  Champs  Eli^ 
fees  J  three  or  four  guns  were  fired  at  once. 
It  was  never  known  whence  they  proceed- 
ed; but  it  is  certain  that  an  unfortunate, 
woman  in  the  crowd,  who  was  in  the  direc- 
tion of  his  Majefty*s  carriage,  was  fhot  at 
the  time,  and  fell  dead  on  the  fpot.  All  the 
Journals  confirmed  this  fad;  fome  confider* 
ing  it  as  an  artifice  prafkifed  by  the  enemies 
of  public  order,  to  excite  tumult  and.fumifli 
grounds  for  fome  adventure ;  others  afcrib- 
ing  it  to  the  unfkilfulnefs  and  inexperience 
of  fuch  a  number  of  men  who  neyer  handled 
fire-arms  before  *.  Far  from  admitting  this 
laft  conje(9:ure,  I  cannot  but  think,  on  the 
contrary,  that  they  only  who  had  ordered 
and  paid  for  thofe  four  (hots^^.  fired  at  once 
in  the  diredlion  of  the  King*s  carriage  which 
held  four  perfons,  could  fee  any  awkward- 
nefs  in  the  circumftance. 

Near  the  Pont-neuf  the  King  obferved 
cannon,  in  the  mouths  and  touchrholes  ^f 
which  were  large  nofegays,  and  tickets  with 

*  Montteur,  No.  27.  from  the  28th  to  the  29th  of 
July  1789,  under  the  head  of  Paris. 

thefc 
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thcfe  words:  Your  prefcnce  has  dif armed 
us. — 'At  the  Jight  of  you^Jlowers  grow  on 
the  death'ivinge^  thunderbolts^  with  which 
your  enemies  and  ours  have  forced  us  to 
arm  ourfelves. 

It  was  twenty  minutes  paft  four  o'clock 
when  the  King  arrived  at  the  Place-de" 
Greve,  and  alighted  at  that  flight  of  fteps 
which  a  few  days  before  had  been  ftained 
with  blood  by  the  perpetration  of  fo  many 
murders.  Thoufands  of  pikes  and  naked 
fwords  were  at  the  fame  inflant  croffed  over 
bis  auguft  head,  and  under  this  vault  of 
fteel  his  Majefty  was  conduced  to  the 
great  hall  of  the  Hotel-de-Ville^  where  a 
throne  was  prepared  for  him. 

*  The  cries  of  Vive  le  Roi;  with  which 
the  Hall  refounded  till  his  Majefty  was  on 
the  throne,  had  a  charadter  of  happinefs  and 
fenfibility  that  no  words  can  exprefs.  M. 
Bailly  offered  the  King  a  cockade  fimilar  to 
that  which  the  Citizens  had  adopted.     His 

*  As  I  was  not  prefent  at  this  ceremony,  I  thought  I 
could  not  do  better  than  report  the  account  given  pn  the 
very  day  to  the  National  Aflembly  by  one  of  the  Depu- 
ties, Salle  de  Chouxj  who  attended  the  King  to  Pa^is* 
See  his  Report  in  the  Minute  of  the  Sitting  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  ijih  of  July. 

A  a  3  Majefty 
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Majefty  received  it,  and  kept  it  conftantly 
in  bis  hat.  The  feelings  excited  in  his 
mind  Vverc  manifeft  on  his  countenance  and 
in  all  his  adlions,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  in- 
creafe  the  emotions  of  all  prefent. 

When  at  length  the  tumult  was  calmed 
and  fiknce  obtained, M.  MoreaudeSt.  Mery^ 
Prefident  of  the  Affembly  of  Eledors,  ad* 
dreffed  the  King  in  a  fpeech,  wherein  he 
obferved  to  his  Majefty,  that  the  People  who 
broke  out  into  fiich  real  and  general  rap- 
tures could  little  defcrve  to  have  their  inten- 
tions towards  their  King  calumniated.  ^*  Sire/* 
iaid  he,  **  you  have  now  only  to  repeat  to 
yourfelf  this  great  and  affecting  truth :  The 
thrones  of  Kings  are  never  more  folid  than 
'when  founded  on  the  love  and  fidelity  of 
their  people. — By  this  title  yours  will  be 
unfliakcn.** 

Ethys  de  Corny,  as  the  King's  Solicitor 

,for  the  City,  then  rofe  and  propofed,  that  in 

order  to  confccratc  the  aera  of  this  great  day, 

a  monument  be  ereded  to  Louis  XFL  the 

Rejlorer  of  Liberty. 

The  King  wiflied  to  fpeak;  but  being 
prevented  by  the  excefs  of  his  emotions,  M. 
Bailly  went  up  to  his  Majefty,  and,  after 
receiving  his  orders,  faid,  That  the  King  was 

come 
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come  to  calm  th^  uneafincfs  which  might 
ftill  fubfift  refpedting  the  intentions  he  had 
made  known  to  the  Nation,  and  to  enjoy  the 
fight  and  love  of  his  People :  that  his  Ma- 
jefly  defired  that  peace  and  tranquillity 
ihould  be  re-eftablifhed  in  the  Capital,  that 
the  ufual  order  fhould  berefumed,  and  that, 
if  any  breach  of  the  laws  took  place,  the 
guilty  fhould  be  delivered  up  to  juftice, 

M.  Bailly  having  then  declared  tkat  his 
Majefty  permitted  any  one  to  fpeak,  M.  de 
l^ally  Tolendal  rofe  and  fpoke  as  follows  ; 

*  Now,  Citizens,  now  are  you  fatisfied  ? 

*  Behold   the  King  for  whom  you  loudly 

*  called,  and  whofe  name  alone  excited  your 

*  raptures,  when  two  days  ago  we  mention- 

*  ed  it  in  the  midft  of  you  !  Enjoy  his  pre- 

*  fence  and  his  favours.     Behold  him  who 

*  has  reftored  your  National  Affemblies,  and 

*  who  wifhes  to  perpetuate  them  \  Behold 
^  him  who  has  undertaken  to  eftablifli  Li- 

*  berty  and  Property  upon  unmoveable  foun- 

*  dations  I     Behold  him   who   has  offered 

*  you,  if  I  may  fo  fay,  a  participation  of 

*  his  authority,    referving  to  himfelf  opiy 

*  that  which  h  neceffary  for  your  happinefs, 

A  a  4  *  that 
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that  which  ought  ever  to  belong  to  him^ 
and  that  which  you  yourfelves  ought  to 
conjure  him  never  to  lofc !  Let  him  at 
length  be  comforted  ;  let  his  noble  and 
pure  heart  carry  hence  that  peace  of  whidi 
he  is  fo  worthy ;  and  fince,  furpafling  the 
virtue  of  his  predeceffors,  he  has  thought 
proper  to  place  his  power  and  greatnefs  in 
our  love,  to  be  obeyed  only  through  love,' 
to  be  guarded  only  by  love,  let  us  not  be 
either  lefs  fenlible  or  kfs  generous  than  our 
King  i  and  let  us  prove  to  him,  that  even 
bis  power  and  his  greatnefs  hive  gained 
a  thoufand  times  fixore  f ban  they  have  fa- 
crificed. 

*  And  you.  Sire,  permit  a  fubjedt,  who, 
though  neither  more  faithful  nor  more  de- 
voted than  all  around  you,  is  ^§  much  fo 
as  any  one  under  your  command ;  permit 
him,  Sire,  to  raife  his  voice  towards  you, 
^4  to  fay,  Behold  the  People  who  idolize 
you,  the  People  whom  the  very  fight  of 
you  intoxicates,  and  whofe  fentiments  to- 
wards your  facred  perfon  can  never  admit 
of  a  doubt!  Loojc,  Sire,  ajid  comfort 
youjrfelf  by  looking  at  all  th^  citizen?  of 
your  Capital  I  Obferve  their  eyes,  hear 
;.  - .  *'  their 
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•  their  voices,  penetrate  their  hearts,  which 

•  fly  to  meet  you.     There  is  not  a  man  here 

•  who  is  not  ready  to  fhed  the  laft  drop  of 

•  his  blood  for  you  and   for  your  lawful 

•  authority*.    No,  Sire,  the  prefent  race  of 

•  Frenchtnen  is  not    fo  unfortunate  as  to 

•  have  it  rcferved  for  them  to  belie  fourteen 
^  centuries  of  loyalty.  We  would  all  pe- 
^  rifh  if  it  were ,  n^ccffary  in  defending  a 
f  Throne,  which  is  ?is,facred  to  us  as  to 

•  yourfcjf  s^nd   ^he  auguft   Fan^ily  whom 

•  we  placed  upon  it  pight  hundred  years 
^  ago.  Be  affured.  Sire,  be  affured,  that  wc 
^  have  never  caufed  yopr  heart  tp  feel  a 
f  painful  Icnfation  which  has  not  rent  our 

*  own; 

*  i^e  all  fy; far  it^  was  heard  from  every  part  of  the 
Hall.  A  celebrated  writer  has  faid,  and  many  perfons 
have  repeated  after  him,  that  this  Speech,  perhaps  the 
moft  eloquent  ever  made  by  M,  de  Lolly ^  was  a  long  and 
pathetic  paraphrafe  of  the  Ecce  homo.  It  would  have 
beep  more  accurate  to  have  faid,  that  the  words,  "  Bg^ 
hold  the  King  I"  were  nearly  a  literal  tranflation ;  but  nei- 
ther would  this  obfervation  have  been  applicable,  as  there 
is  no  phrafe  the  fenfe  of  which  might  not  be  entirely 
altered  by  mutilating  it ;  and  as  it  is  not  for  four  words 
taken  from  a  fpeech  pf  two  pages  long,  that  we  can 
either  criticife  or  applaud  it.  One  thing  is  certain ; 
that  I  have  heard  feveral  perfons,  who  were  pre- 
fent 
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•  own  j  that  in  the  midft  of  the  public  ca- 

*  lamitics  wc  deem  it  a  heavy  one  to  afflidt 

*  you  even  by  a  complaint,  by  whjich  w^c 
«  taean  to  inform,  to  implore,  but  never  to 

*  accufc  you.     Now,  at  length,  all  griefs 

•  will  vanifti,  all  troubles  ceafe:    a  finglc 

•  word  from  your  lips  has  tranquillifed  alL 
^  Our  virtuous  King  has  recalled  his  vir- 
'  tuous  Counfellors.    Perifli  the  public  ene- 

*  mies,  who  would  again  create  diffenfion 

*  between  the    Nation    and  their    Chief! 

•  King !  Subjcdls !  Citizens  !  let  ys  join  our 

•  hearts,  our  wiftics,  our  efforts ;  and  let  us 

*  difplay  to  the  eyes  of  the  whole   world 

•  the  fight  of  one  of  its  fineft  Natiohs,free, 

•  happy,  and  triumphant,  under  a  King  juft, 

*  beloved  and  revered,  no  longer  indebted 

•  to  force  for  any  thing,  but  owing  all  to 

*  his  virtues  and  his  love.* 

This  Speech  was  interrupted  at  every 
paffage  expreifive  of  the  difpofition  of 
the  people  towards  the  King,  by  the  accla- 

fent  at  the  time  at  the  Hsiel-de-yille,  fpeak  with  rap- 
ture of  the  lively  and  affefting  emotion  which  was  pro- 
duced by  Af.  diLally  thrpughout  the  Affembly  in  favour 
of  the  King.  Pilut^'t  fpeech  was  jiot  attended  with  the 
fame  cflfe£l  among  the  Jc^ys* 

mations 
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mations  of  the  whole  Aflcmbly.  The  King, 
more  and  more  afFedlcd,  could  fcarcely  artL 
culate  thefc  words  : — My  People  may  always 
depend  upon  my  love. 

His  Majefty  then  confirmed  the  appoint- 
ment of  M.  Bailly  to  the  Mayoralty,  and 
of  M.  de  la  Fayette  to  the  rank  of  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Parifian  Militia. 

This  ceremony  being  over,  the  King 
ihowed  himfelf  at  one  of  the  balconies  af 
the  HoteUdC'Ville  to  gratify  the  wifties  and 
extreme  impatience  of  the  immenfe  crowd 
of  people  gathered  in  the  Place-de-Greve^ 
at  all  the  windows,  and  even  upon  the  roofs 
of  the  houfcs.  The  general  cry  of  Vive  le 
Rot  then  refounded  from  every  quarter,  and 
rapture  was  at  its  height,  when  the  cockade 
of  infurredlion  was  perceived  in  his  Majef- 
ty*s  hat. '  Whether  it  were  confidered  as  a 
token  of  approbation,  or  of  pardon  for  all 
the  crimes  with  which  it  was  ftaincd,  the 
fliouts  of  Vive  le  Roi  were  redoubled  with 
ftiU  more  violence ;  and  the  beating  of  the 
drums,  and  firing  of  the  cannon,  mixing 
with  the  acclamations,  foon  extended  through 
the  whole  town  the  joy  which  broke  out 
in  fd  thundering  a  manner  at  the  Place-de'- 
Greve. 

His 
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His.Majefty's  return  prcfcntcd  a  very  dif- 
ferent fight  from  that  of  his  entering.  Some 
of  the  Parifians,  intoxicated  with  gratitude 
and  love,  were  not  fatisfied  with  furround- 
ing  the  King*s  carriage;  they  got  up  in 
crowds  behind,  on  the  box,  on  the  foot- 
board, and  even  on  the  roof.  Some  fhouts 
of  JLong  live  the  Nation  and  Liberty  were 
again  heard;  but  thofe  of  Long  live  our 
Kingy  our  Friend^  our  Father ^  were .  a 
thouf^nd  times  more  frequent.  The  armed 
citizens  clubbed  their  fire-locks  in  token  of 
peace;  the  King  fmiled  benignly  at  their 
tranfports,  and  with  his  own  hand  reverfed 
the  mufket  of  a  man  who  flood  in  the  firft 
line,  and  whofe  eyes  were  fo  intent  vpon  the 
carriage,  that  he  had  taken  no  notice  of  the 
manner  in  which  his  comrades  held  their 
arms*  This  a<5tion  of  his  Majefly's  was  fol- 
lowed by  loud  fhouts  of  applauf^  frpin  the 
multitude. 

At  the  barrier  the  King  met  the  retinae 
that  had  attended  him  to  Paris,  and,  entering 
Seves,  faw  his  Gardes-du-Corps  running 
down  the  hill,  where  they  had  been  wait- 
ing his  return,  and  wh^re,  they  refumcd 
their  ufual  attendance  on  his  perfon.  Seve- 
ral of  them  rode  on  before  to  announce  the 

King's 
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King's  arrival  to  the  Royal  Family,  ivho 
from  the  length  of  bis  Majefty's  abfence 
had  experienced  the  mofl  dreadful  anxiety. 
The  Queen  particularly  was  in  a  ftate  of 
grief  and  defpair,  of  which  it  would  be  as 
difScult  to  defcribe  the  angiiifti  as  to  paint 
the  tranfports  of  joy  which  fucceeded  it 
when  her  Majefty  heard  the  King's  carriage 
drive  into  the  Cour-Royale.  She  ran  to  meet 
him  with  the  Dauphin  in  her  arms,  and 
threw  hcrfelf  breathlefs  and  almoft  lifelefs 
into  thofe  of  her  auguft  confort,  who  was 
not  lefs  moved.  The  fcene  that  followed 
was  perhaps  ftill  more  affedting.  What 
pidlure  could  be  more  interefting  to  fenfible 
minds  than  that  of  ^  the  delightful  moment 
in  which  Louis  XVh  reftored  to  his  difcon- 
folate  family,  and  furrounded  by  the  objects 
deareft  to  him,  refigned  one  of  his  hands 
to  the  careffes  of  his  children,  and  with  the 
other  wiped  away  the  tears  from  the  cheeks 
of   the   Queen   and    Madame  Elizabeth*, 

*  The  immortal  name  of  this  unfortunate  Princefs 
will  ever  awaken  the  remembrance  of  all  the  angelic 
virtues  that  were  treafurcd  in  her  heart,  and  perpetuate 
horror  at  the  thoughts  of  thofe  monfters  who  were  fo 
ferocious  as  to  flied  her  pure  blood. 

while 
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while  he  affuaged  their  bitternefs  by  min- 
gling his  own  with  them.  His  anfwers  to 
their  queftions,  and  the  details  he  related  to 
fheni  of  his  journey,  at  length  reftored  to 
their  agitated  minds  joy,  and  happinefs,  and 
hope. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XL 


Violent  InfurreBions  at  Poijfy  and  St. 
Germain  "-^  Dangers  and  Humiliations 
experienced  by  fame  Members  of  the  Af 
femblyfent  to  calm^  the  People — The  Af 
femblyfave  two  Hujfars  whom  the  Popu- 
lace of  Verfailles  were  going  to  hang— 
InfurreSiions  infeveral  Provinces — Mo^ 
tionfor  a  Proclamation^  by  M.  de  Lally, 
oppofed  by  Robefpierre — M.  de  la  Fayette 
removes  the  Apprehenjions  of  the  AJfem- 
hly  refpeEling  the  State  of  the  Capital — 
M.  Foulon  and  M.  Berthier  flopped  by 
the  People,  and  led  away  to  the  Hotel-de- 
Ville — Crimes  of  which  they  were  accufed 

•  .  -^They  are  killed^  and  theii^  Bodies  torn 
to  Pieces  by  the  People — The  Son  of  M. 
Berthier  folicits  the  Interpofxtion  of  the 

Affembly 
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AJfembly  im  favour  of  his  Father  in  vain 
— Horrible  exprejjion  of  the  Deputy  Bar- 
nave's — Character  of  M.  Foulon^  and  of 
M.  Berthier. 

^  The  people  in  their  effervcfcence  may 
be  made  to  go  to  any  length,  provided  they 
are,  or  think  that  they  are,  led  in  the  fenfe 
they  annex  to  the  idea,  or  rather  to  the 
word,  which  tums  their  brain ;  for  there  is 
no  popular  commotion,  no  infurredtion,  of 
which  fome  word  mifunderftood  is  not  the 
principle,  and  the  rallying  (hout.  Liberty 
has  been  that  of  the  French  Revolution.. 
The  people,  who  worfhipped.  this  word 
without  knowing  the  real  meaning  of  it, 
and  who  abhorred  the  word  Defpotifm 
\yith  as  little  knowledge  of  its  Unification, 
took  up  arms,  andr^  in  a  mafs^j  to  plant 
every  where  trees  crowned  with  the  cap  of 
Liberty.  They  thought  they  fhould  gain 
Liberty  by  rallying  roynd  tri-coloured  ftand- 
ards  on  which  that  word  was  worked  in 
large  charadters ;  yet  they  have  hitherto 
ftruggled  only  to  favour  and  confolidate  the 
eftablifliment  of  a  moft  atrocious  tyranny, 

*  This  is  a  Revolutionary  cxprcflion. 

and 
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and  all  thofe  trees  of  Liberty,  ftill  bearing 
its  emblems,  do  but  atteft  the  impofture  of 
its  pretended  apoftles,  and  the  ftupid  credu- 
lity of  their  profelytes* 

What  happinefs  would  France  have  owed 
to  the  National  Aflembly,  if  at  the  epochs 
of  the  j6th  and  17th  of  July,  inftead  of 
abufing  the  confidence  of  Louis  XVI,  and 
the  enthufiafm  of  the  Parifians,  by  com-* 
pleting  the  annihilation  of  the  Royal  autho- 
rity, that  Affembly  had  had  the  wifdom  to 
turn  both  to  the  advantage  of  real  Liberty  1 
Why  did  they  not  teach  the  people,  that  that 
political  liberty  of  which  fo  much  was 
faid  to  them,  confifted  effentially  in  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  the  confent  of  the  Nation  to  the 
laws  by  which  they  were  to  be  governed, 
to  the  taxes  they  were  to  pay,  and  in  the 
perfonal  refponfibility  of  all  the  Agents  of 
the  Government ;  that  that  liberty,  more 
real,  more  extenfive,  under  a  Monarchy  fo 
limited  than  under  any  other  form  of  Go- 
vernment, had  no  greater  enemies  than  li- 
centioufnefs  and  anarchy  ?  Why  did  they 
not  eftablifli  thefe  fadts  and  thefe  principles 
in  their  Proclamations,  in  their  Addreffes, 
and  in  the  Speeches  of  their  orators  ?  The 
reafon  is  plain : — The  immediate  confequence 

Vol.  L  B  b  muft 
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itouft  have  been  the  rcftoring  to  the  King 
the  authority  and  power  neceflary  for  him 
to  eftabliih  orcU|r,  and  fecure  the  execution 
of  the  laws ;  and  that  authority,  that  power, 
was  precifely  what  the  Affembly,  or  the 
fadions  that  ruled  it,  meant  completely  to 
ufurp.  Accof]fdingly^  they  haftened  to  call 
badk,  to  what  they  termed  the  fenfe  of  the 
Revolution^  the  efFervefcence  of  Roy alifm 
which  agitated  the  capital,  and  which  would 
very  foon  have  broken  out  all  over  the  king- 
dom, where  the  ertormities  daily  committed 
by  pretended  patriots  had  already  infpired 
regret  for  the  good  old  times  when  the  Ma-- 
rechauflee  prevented  fuch  exceffes*.  But 
that  tutelary  force  was  foon  to  be  difbanded, 
either  becaufe  it  was  under  the  King,  or  be- 
caufe  it  was  the  perpetual  enemy  of  the  bri- 
gands, who,  being  every  where  the  necef- 
fary  inftruments  or  hired  agents  of  the  Re- 

•  *  The  Marcchauffee,  fo  uffefiil  and  fo  little  expenfive, 
for  the  whole  body  confided,  at  the  very  utmod  of  4000 
^n,  fufficed  to  maintain  order  and  tranquillity  through- 
out France.  They  were  fucceeded  by  three  millions  of 
National  Guards  ;  but  fo  little  have  they  fupplied  their 
place,  that  this  Revolutionary  Militia  have  been  fcen 
joining  the  brigands,  and  abetting  crimes  vs^hich  they 
Plight  to  have  fuppreffed, 

^  ,  volution. 
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rolutidni  could  riot  fail  tb  have  powerful 
pj:ote(3:ors  in  the  Aflembly.  The  indulgence 
and  proteiSlion  which  were  granted  td  all 
crimes,  were  cloaked  under  the  mafic  of  pa- 
triotifm  and  of  popularity :  but  Hiftory  will 
tear  this  deceitful  mafic  from  all  thofe  who 
have  borrowed  it,  and  will  completely  ex- 
pofe  their  fliame. 

In  the  preceding  chapters  we  have  feen 
the  annihilation  of  the  Royal  authority  ef- 
fedled  ftep  by  ftep.  A  very  important 
epocha  in  the  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution  now 
opens ;  that  in  which  the  National  Affembly 
break  at  once  all  the  fprings  of  the  Govern- 
ment^ and  fprcad  every  where  diforder  and 
deftru^lion. 

The  Deputation  that  had  accolhpanied  the 
King  to  Paris,  went  on  their  return  to  the 
Affembly,  who  were  ftill  fitting,  and  gave 
an  account  of  all  that  had  paffed  at  the  /fo- 
tel'de-Ville^  and  on  the  road.  The  report 
was  often  interrupted  by  acclamations  and 
the  moft  rapturous  applaufes*  Before  th6 
clofc,  however,  of  this  very  Sitting,  the 
Mayor  of  Poijfy,  being  admitted  to  the  bar, 
informed  the  Affembly  of  feveral  crimes 
committed  by  armed  men,  in  the  towns  of 
Poiffy  and  St.  Germain,  under  pretence  of 

B  b  2  fup- 
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fuppoCcd  monopolies,  of  which  a  rich  farmer 
in  the  neighbourhood,  of  the  name  of  Th4}- 
majjin^  was  accufcd  j  but  upon  its  being  ob- 
fcrved,  that  this  was  an  obje<5k  to  which 
the  Legiflative  Power  did  not  extend,  that 
there  was  an  Executive  Power  and  Criminal 
Courts  appointed  to  maintain  public  tran- 
quillity, the  demand  of  the  Mayor  oiPoiJJy^ 
praying  that  the  National  Affembly  would 
fupprcfs  the  diforders  of  which  he  com- 
plained, was  not  acceded  to.  This  re(pe(5k 
paid  to  the  King's  authority  might  have 
given  an  idea  that  it  was  flill  exiiling ;  but 
the  Aflembly  did  not  long  allow  this  error 
to  remain*  The  very  next  day,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  Sitting,  the  debate  on  the  com- 
motions of  Poiffy  was  refumed.  Th^maffirCs 
kfe  was  declared  to  be  in  the  moft  immi- 
nent danger ;  and  it  was  faid  that  the  bour- 
geois militia  were  going  to  hang  him.  It 
was  then  moved,  not  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
King*s  authority,  but  to  fend  a  Deputation 
to  Poiffy  to  procure  a  pardon  for  the  unfor* 
tunate  ThomoLJfm.  This  motion  was  adopt- 
ed, and  twelve  members  of  the  Aflembly 
being  named  for  a  Deputation,  immediately 
fet  off  for  Pbiffy  and  St.  Germain. 

At  the  fame  time  the  Deputies  of  Dau* 

phinc 


JxTLYXjSg.]      FRENCH    REVOLUTION.  329 

phine  informed  the  AlTcmbly  of  a  general 
Infurredlion  which  the  news  of  Mr.  Necker^s 
difmiffion  had  excited  in  their  province  :— 
**  All  the  inhabitants,"  faid  they,  *•  are 
taking  up  ?rms  to  defend  their  liberty  and 
that  of  their  Reprefentatives/*  A  member 
of  the  Nobility  coming  in  at  that  moment 
interrupted  the  narrative  of  thefe  gentlemen, 
to  fay  that  the  bourgeois  militia  of  Verfailles 
had  juft  feized  two  huffars  at  the  door  of 
the  Hall,  who  were  fufpeded  of  being  fpies, 
qj-  of  having  fome  ill  deiigns,  and  that  they 
were  talking  of  hanging  them.  On  hear- 
ing this,  feveral  Deputies  ruflied  towards  the 
door,  and  ran  to  the  afliftance  of  the  poor' 
huflars,  whofe  only  crime  was  having  had 
the  curiofity,  as  they  were  pafling,  to  fee  a 
Sitting  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation* 
Fortunately,  the  mob  agreed  to  deliver  them 
up  to  the  Deputies,  who  conducted  them 
into  one  of  the  Halls,  where  they  remained 
till  they  could  leave  it  without  danger. 

Thefe  adls  of  violence^  committed  almoft 
under  the  eyes  of  the  King  and  of  the  Na- 
tional AiTembly,  muft  naturally  have  created 
apprehenfions  of  their  foon  becoming  more 
frequent  and  more  ferious,  at  a  diftance  far- 
ther removed  from  means  oi  fuppreflion* 
Bb3  Oa 
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On  thcfc  grounds  feveral  Deputies  propofcd 
that  the  Affcmbly  fhould  proceed,  before 
they  attended  to  any  thing  elfe,  to  confidcr 
of  the  propereft  meafures  to  re-eftablifh  and 
maintain  public  tranquillity.  Some  were 
for  employing  the  Marechauflee  for  that 
purpofe ;  others  thought  the  afliftance  of  the 
troops  abfolutely  neceffary,  and  that  they 
ought  to  be  diftributed  in  the  towns  and 
country  places.  Thefe  motions  experienced 
the  ftrongeft  oppofition.  **  To  recall  the 
**  troops  now,"  faid  Volney  the  Deputy, 
•*  is  to  recall  alarm;  we  ought  to  employ 
•*  our  own  forces^  and  intereft  the  people  in 
**  their  prefer vation.'* 

The  inftitution  of  bourgeois  militia  ex- 
tended to  every  Municipality,  and,  under 
their  dire<ftion,  was  confidered  by  the  majo- 
rity of  the  Aflembly  as  the  propereft  means 
to  prevent  all  excefles.  This  was  feeking  a 
remedy  for  the  evil  in  the  chief  caufe  of  it. 
It  is  not  the  only  miftakc  of  this  kind  that 
the  Aflembly  have  made,  and  not  always 
blindly.  However,  they  debated  for  fomc 
time  on  thefe  different  motions,  without 
adopting  any  of  them ;  nor  was  the  fuhjedk 
even  mentioned  in  the  following  Sitting, 
which  was  almoft  entirely  fpent  in  reading 

Addreffes 
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Addreffes  of  attachment,  admiration,  re-? 
fpe(a,  and  gratitude,  from  the  different 
(owns  and  comniunes  *,  and  in  attending  to 

*  Thefe  Addrefles,  drawn  up  at  Verfaillcs  by  the  Breton 
Club,  were  fcnt  to  trufty  agents  in  all  the  provinces, 
with  diredlions  tp  return  them  with  as  tBany  (ignatures 
as  they  could  procure  ;  but  great  care  was  taken  to  con- 
ceal all  the  Counter- Addrefles.  They  were  colleded  by 
the  Vifcount  Je  Mirateau,  who  was  at  that  time  Secre- 
tary to  the  AflfenAly*  and  who  continued  in  that  office 
■fix  weeks.  He  intended  to  have  publifhed  a  comparative 
ftatement  of  the  Addrefles,  and  to  have  proved,  by  an 
exaft  calculation  of  the  fignatures,  that  the  number  of 
thofc  who  were  difcontented,  and  complained  of  the 
Aflembly,  was  much  greater  than  that  of  their  fup- 
porters.  But  the  public  bickerings  which  the  Vifcount 
Je  Mirabeat4  had  with  fome  of  the  leapling  men  among 
the  f^Jous^  and  h^^  bitter  farcafms  againft  the  Revolu- 
tion and  its  authors,  expofing  him  every  day  to  the  dan- 
ger of  having  his  houfe  plundered  by  the  populace,  he 
iiepofited  all  his,  papers,  and  among  them  the  collcAion 
of  thofe  Addrefles,  in  the  hands  of  the  Prefident  d^  Fron^ 
Seville;  who  made* an  eftimate  of  them  himfelf,  which 
he  compared  with  the  ftatement  that  the  Vifcount  de 
^irabeau  had  caufed  to  be  made,  at  a  great  expence,  by 
a  clerk  of  the  Archives,  of  all  the  fignatures  to  the  Ad- 
drefles which  were  read  to  the  Aflembly ;  apd  M.  de 
frondeville  has  aflured  me,  that  at  that  period  the  nun^- 
ber  of  the  complainants  amounted  to  a  fifth  more  than 
that  of  the  fupporters  of  the  Aflembly,  By  the  time 
this  bufincfs  was  completed,  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the 
Revolution  rendered  it  ufelefs,  and  pra^ented  the  publi- 
cation of  if. 

B  b  4  the 
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the  report  of  the  Deputation  fent  to  Poifljr. 
Thomaffin  was  faved,  that  is  to  fay,  by  be- 
ing fent  to  prifon,  for  prifons  had  already 
beconae  the  only  afyluras  left  to  innocence 
againft  the  fury  of  Liberty.  It  was  not 
without  trouble  and  danger  that  th^  Deputa* 
tion  obtained  for  that  honeft  farmer  the  fignal 
favour  of  being  tried  before  he  was  hanged; 
he  had  been  dragged  from  his  prifon,  in 
fpite  of  the  pathetic  exhortations  of  the  Bi- 
iho^  of  ChartreSy  who  was  the  Speaker  of 
the  Deputation ;  and  the  crowd  were  only 
waiting  for  a  confeflbr  and  the  gallows, 
which  had  been  fent  for.  In  that  interval 
Thomaffin^  the  Bifhop  of  Chartres,  and  his 
colleagues,  threw  themfdves  on  their  knees 
in  the  midft  of  thdfe  furies,  and  at  length 
obtained  confent,  by  dint  of  fupplications  and 
tears,  that  he  fhould  be  delivered  over  to 
juftice.'  The  mob  allowed  him  to  depart 
with  the  Deputies,  whom  at  the  fame  time 
they  threatened  to  hang,  if  he  were  fpared. 
It  was  feared  at  firft,  that  the  people  would 
fire  into  the  Bifhop  of  Chartres^s  carriage,  in 
which  Thomaffin  was.  Some  of  the  inha* 
bitants  of  Poifly  accomp^inied  the  Deputa- 
tion, and  condu6ted  them  by  crofs-roads, 
in  order  to  avoid  St*  Germain,     On  their 

way 
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way  they  met  fcveral  mob's  of  women  who 
would  have  ftoned  them  to  death,  and  from 
whom  they  could  not  have  cfcaped  had  they 
not  been  guarded.  At  length,  after  a  very 
flow,  painful,  and  alarming  journey,  they 
arrived  at  Ver failles,  and  lodged  ThomaJ^n 
in  prifon. 

The  Affembly,  on  hearing  thefe  fadls  re- 
lated, laviflied  the  higheft  praifes  on  the 
courage,  the  wifdom,  and  the  patriotifm  of 
the  Deputation,  and  particularly  on  tlie  con- 
dud:  of  the  Bifhop  of  Chartres;  a  motion 
was  made,  and  unatiimoufly  paffed,  to  decree 
him  a  civic  crown.  No  doubt  he  had  faved 
ThomaJJin's  life ;  but  at  what  price  ?  By  fub- 
jedling  the  National  Reprefentation  to  the 
moft  fhameful  humiliation,  by  proftrating 
it  at  the  feet  of  a  vile  rabble,  which  fifty 
dragoons  or  a  few  divifions  of  the  Mare- 
chauflee  would  have  put  to  flight,  had  the 
King  ftill  retained  his  authority.  But  that 
was  overturned,  and  in  its  fall  had  precipi- 
tated into  the  hands  of  the  populace ;  for 
fuch,  in  the  revolution  of  Empires,  is  ever 
the  firfl:  efFedt  of  difplacing  the  fupreme 
power,  which  muft  have  force,  and  force  is 
found  in  number.  So  a  rock  torn  by  fomc 
violent  concuflion  from    the  fumniit  of  a 

lofty 
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lofty  mountain  falls  with  rapidity,  nor  ftops 
till  it  can  fall  no  lower. 

In  the  Sitting  of  the  20th  of  July  M.  de 
Lally  gave  notice  of  new  infurrcftions  iii 
Normandy,  Burgundy,  and  at  Pontoife ;  and 
he  moved  that  a  Proclamation  be  iffued,  in 
which  **  all  Frenchmen  fhouldbe  invited  tp 
••  peace,  to  the  love  of  order,  to  refpedl  for 
♦'  the  laws,  to  fidelity  to  the  King,  and  tp 
«*  an  entire  confidence  in  the  perfeSl  har^ 
*'  viony  which  fubfifted  between  the  Head 
*'  and  the  Reprefentativ(35  of  the  Nation/* 
This  Proclamation  was  to  authorize  the  Mu^ 
nicipalities  to  raife  bourgeois  militia,  and  to 
recommend  it  to  them  to  admit  only  fuch 
citizens  as  were  incapable  of  a<5ting  preju- 
dicially tQ  the  Country,  and  capable  of  de^ 
fending  it.  It  was  further  to  declare,  that 
every  man  fufpefted,  accufed,  and  arrefte4| 
ihould  be  delivered  up  to  juftice. 

This  projed:  for  a  Proclamation  was  fup- 
pOTted  by  fome  of  the  members  of  the  Ai^ 
fembly,  and  oppofed  by  others.  *•  Wc 
*^  may  love  peace,**  faid  Rohefpierre^  *'  but 
**  we  ought  alfo  to  love  liberty  z  and  fuch 
•*  a  Proclamation  may  give  qneafinefg  to 
**  thofe  who  have  defended  liberty  ;  it  may 
*^  fpread   alarm,    and    fhake    confidence.** 

M.  de 
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M.  de  Lally's  anfwer  to  all  the  objeftions 
prged  agfiinft  his  motion  produced  a  long 
debate,  during  which  the  Prefident  received 
a  letter  from  M.  de  la  Fayette j  in  which  he 
gave  an  account  of  all  the  meafures  he  had 
taken  to  fecure  the  tranquillity  of  the  capi- 
tal. This  letter  difpelled  the  uneafinefs  of 
the  Aflembly,  and  filenced  thofe  who  were 
for  immediately  adopting  M .  de  Lally^s  Pro- 
clamation ;  and  it  was  thought  belter  to  fub- 
mit  it  to  the  exanfiination  of  the  Committees 
before  any  refolution  was  taken  upon  it. 

M.  de  la  Fayette^s  meafure?  were  perhaps 
extremely  judicious,  probably  very  patriotic, 
but  certainly  very  inadequate,  and  their 
inefficacy  foon  appeared. 

M.  Foulon,  who  had  been  appointed 
Diredlor  of  the  War  Department  under 
Marlhal  Broglio,  had  difappeared  at  the 
time  of  the  retreat  of  the  new  Minifters.  A 
report  of  his  death  had  been  fpread;  and 
the  extraordinary  pomp  with  which  one  of 
his  fervants  was  buried  at  that  period  gave 
grounds  for  the  report.  Unhappily. for  him 
it  was  difcovered  that  he  had  retired  to  Vijry, 
an  eftate  belonging  to  his  friend  M.  de  Sar^ 
tine^  near  Paris.  The  caution  he  took  to 
conceal  himfelf  excited  fufpicions,  and  foon 

became 
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became  the  talk  of  the  village.  The  men  on 
one  of  his  eftates  not  far  from  Viry  hearing 
of  it,  went  and  demanded  a  guard  of  the 
Parifians  to  arreft  and  carry  him  to  Paris.  A 
great  number  of  them  arrived  at  Viry  on  the 
22d  of  July,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  found  M.  Foulon  already  up  and  walk- 
ing alone  in  the  park  :  they  rufhed  furioufly 
upon  him ;  and  after  they  had  treated  him 
with  every  fort  of  infuU .  and  indignity, 
-they  dreffed  him  with  a  collar  of  nettles,  a 
bunch  of  thirties  for  a  nofegay,  and  a  bundle 
of  hay  upon  his  back,  as  a  puniihmentyi?r 
having  wijhed  to  make  the  people  eat  hay; 
or  for  having  faid  that  hay  was  good  enough 
for  the  people  to  eat ; — fuch  being  the  ridi- 
culous crimes  of  which  he  was  ^ccufed.  In 
that  ftate  was  he  condtu5led  Jo  the  Hotel^de^ 
Ville  in  Paris,  and  delivered  over  to  a  Com- 
mittee, who,  after  a  long  examination,  were 
for  fending  him  to  prifon,  and  ordering  his 
trial.  But  a  multitude  of  people  already 
colledbed  on  the  jP/ac^.-^-G7*^t;tf  were  calling 
out  vociferoufly  for  his  execution.  It  was 
certain  that  he  would  be  maflacred  if  he  left 
the  Hotel-de-Ville  before  the  populace,  who 
were  watching  for  him  at  every  gate,  were 
difperfed;  fo  t^t  the  firft  thing  to  have 

been 
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Been  done,  had  the  Committee  been  inclinedp 
or  had  they,  dared  to  fave  him,  was  to  have 
cleared  the  fquare;  and  if  this  meafure  had 
not  been  forgotten  in  M.  de  la  Fayette's 
grand  plan  for  the  re-cftablifhment  of  pub- 
lic tranquiUity,  it  might  have  been  executed 
wikhout  violence,  and  even  with  all  the  at-^ 
tentions,  with  all  the  politenefs  that  might 
have  been  required  by  the  Nation;  for  fo 
every  mob,  great  or  fmall^  now  entitled 
themfelves.  The  purpofe  would  have  been 
anfwered  if  the  Commander-General  of  the 
bourgeois  militia  had  fent  into  all  the  Dif- 
tri^l-s,  and  iflued  orders  for  the  refpedlive 
battalions  to  march  at  noon  to  the  Place-de'^ 
Grive  in  order  to  be  reviewed:  as  they 
came  on,  the  crowd,  forced  to  feparate  to 
make  way  for  them,  would  have  been  gra- 
dually thrown  back  on  the  adjoining  ftreets, 
and  would  have  foon  difperfed.  There  would 
then  have  been  no  danger  in  conveying 
M.  Foulon  from  the  Hotel-de-Ville  to  prifon. 
But  the  Committee  imagined  that  by  gaining 
time  the  fury  of  the  people  would  fpend  itfelf , 
and  that  at  the  hour  of  dinner  the  crowd  would 
difperfe  of  their  own  accord.  With  this  hope 
M.  Foulon  was  detained  at  the  HoteUde^ 
Ville  all  the  morning  and  part  of  the  after- 
1  noon. 
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noim.  f  rota  time  to  time  the  Mayor  and 
fomc  Members  of  the  Committee  endea* 
voured  to  prevail  on  the  people  to  liften  to 
the  voice  of  jufticc,  reafon^  and  humanity* 
••  M.  FouloTiy*'  faid  they,  •'  may  be  guilty, ' 
*•  but  he  ought  not  to  be  condemned  with-* 
•*  out  being  heard.  He  was  connedted  with 
•'  the  new  Miniftry,  and  no  doubt  one  of 
**  the  heads  of  the  confpiracy :  information 
"  of  the  greateft  importance  refpeding  that 
••  abominable  plot  may  be  obtained  from 
"  him,  and  it  is  of  the  greateft  confequence 
•*  to  preferve  a  man  who  may  give  a  clue  tq 
•*  the  whole;  for  the  falvation  of  the  country 
*'  may  depend  upon  it/* 

Thefe  reafons  made  an  impreflion  updA 
the  fmall  number  of  perfons  who  were 
within  hearing ;  but  the  blood-thirfty  mul- 
titude grew  exafperated  at  the  delay  in  the 
deliberations  of  the  Committee,  fet  up  at  in* 
tervals  the  moft  frightful  bowlings,  and  in- 
fifted  upon  having  their  viftim.  The  more 
furious,  not  able  to  command  their  impa- 
tience, ruftied  in  a  body  upon  the  guard, 
forced  the  doors  of  the  Hotel-de-VHUt  and 
making  up  to  M*  Foulon  feized  him  in  the 
Hall  where  the  Committee  were  fitting. 
At  this  horrible  moment  there  was  but  one 

way 
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way  left  of  faving  this  unfortunate  old  man^ 
and  that  M.  de  la  Fayette  eniployed  with 
much  addrefs.  "  Citizens,"  he  cried^  **  I 
*V  cannot  blame  your  rage  and  indignation 
•*  againlt  this  man;  I  never  efteemed  him, 
**  and  have  always  confidered  him  as  a 
••  great  villain.  Do  you  wifli  he  fhould  be 
•*  punifhed?  We  wifti  it  too,  and  puniflied 
**  he  fhall  be.  ^  But  he  has  accomplices, 
**  and  it  is  neceflary  we  fhould  know  them. 
'*  I  fliall  order  him  to  be  carried  to  the 
•^  Abbaye^St.  Germain  i  inftrudions  fhall  be 
'*  given  for  his  trial,  and  he  fhall.  b^  con- 
**  demned  according  to  law  to  the  infamous 
"  death  he  has  but  too  well  merited.** 

This  fpeech  fatisfied  them  all,  and  was 
greatly  applauded.  It  would  have  had  all  the 
jTuccefs  intended  by  M.  de  la  Fayette,  had 
not  M.  Foulon^  wild  with  joy  at  finding 
himfelf  faved,  had  the  imprudence  to  clap 
his  hands  with  the  refl.  They  are  conniv- 
ing,  they  want  td  fave  him,  became  imnie^ 
diatelythe  cry  of  the  multitude,  who  rc- 
folving  to  hear  no  more,  laid  hold  of  M.  Fou- 
Ion,  and  in  a  moment  dragged  him  to  the 
foot  of  the  fatal  lantern ;  nor  could  M.  de  la 
Fayette,  ixow  himfelf  fufpedled,  make  the 
flightefl  oppofition  to  it.     At  this  frightful 

inflant 
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inftant  his  courage  and  his  undorftanding 
entirely  forfook  him.  He  was  ordered  to 
fall  on  his  knees,  to  beg  pardon  of  God,  the 
Nation,  and  the  King.  One  of  the  mob 
gave  him  his  hand  to  kifs.  He  fubmitted 
without  refiftance  to  all  thcfe  humiliations, 
and  to  all  the  abufe  with  which  they  were 
accompanied.  He  never  ceafed  begging  par- 
don of  the  people,  and  fupplicating  them  to 
fpare  his  life;  but  the  groffeft infults,  and 

the  ferocious  cry  of  To  the  lantern^  to  tht 
lantern^  were  the  only  anfwers  his  prayers 
obtained.  At  laft  the  fatal  rope  is  fixed,  he 
is  drawn  up  : — the  rope  breaks,  he  falls  on 
his  knees,  and  implores  the  compaflion  of 
the  people;  again  the  rope  is  tied,  and  agaia 
it  breaks.  Soldiers  offer  their  arms  to  put 
an  end  to  his  torture ;  but  his  executioners 
prolong  it  by  choice,  and  wait  for  a  new 
rope.  At  length  it  is  brought,  and  termi- 
nates the-moft  dreadful  and  fliocking  execu- 
tion. Scarcely  is  he  dead,  whdi  his  mur-^ 
derers  difpute  for  his  body  and  pieces  of  his 
clothes;  they  ftufF  hay  into  his  mouth, 
carry  his  head  about  on  the  end  of  a  pike, 
and  drag  his  body,  naked,  bruifed,  and  mu- 
tilated,  through  the  dirt. 

At 
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At  this  time  it  was  heard  that  M,  Ber- 
thier,  who  had  been  arretted  at  Compiegne', 
was  on  the  way  near  town,  efcorted  by  ohe 
of  the  Electors  of  Paris  and  400  National 
troopers  who  had  been  fent  for  him.  He  was 
accufed  of  being  one  of  the  principal  agents 
of  the  pretended  confpiracy  of  the  Minifters^ 
becaufe,  as  Intendant  of  the  Generality  of 
Paris,  he  had  filled  the  offices  of  Comptrol- 
ler of  the  Army,  and  of  the  different  mili- 
tary corps  cantoned  in  the  environs  of  the 
Capital  under  the  command  of  Marlhal 
Broglio.  He  was  taxed  with  interfering 
to  fupply  them  with  provifions,  ammuni- 
tion, and  the  like :  be  was  befides  known  to 
be  the  fon-in-law  of  M.  Faulon,  which  at 
that  horrible  crifis  was  of  itfelf  a  crime  fuf- 
ficient  to  devote  him  to  the  rage  of  the  mon- 
fters  who  had  juft  been  facrificing  his  father- 
in-law*  ^ ; . 

Through  all  the  villages  on  <he  road  be- 
tween Paris  and  Compiegne,  M.  Berthier^ 
though  grofsly  infulted  and  threatened  by 
the  populace^  never  loft  the  leaft  of  his  com- 
pofure.  The  Elector  who  accompanied  him, 
and  with  whom  he  converfed  throughout  the 
journey  with  the  greateft  tranquillity,  was 
furprifed  at  his  courage,  and  felt  efteem  and 

Vol.  I.  C  c  rcfped 
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Terped  for  hiin^  The  lively  intereft  which 
he  foot!  lelt  for  the  iituation  of  that  magif- 
trate,  made  hira  fenBhlc  how  odious  a  com-* 
miffion  he  was  executing,  and  his  regret  for 
having  undertaken  it  was  alleviated  only  by 
the  hope,  that  it  would  put  it  in  his  power 
$o  be  of  important  fervice  to  him  in  the 
Committee  ♦•  He  little  knew  what  was 
then  palling  at  Paris.  Scarcely  had  the 
chaife  in  which  be  was  conveying  his  pri- 
foner  airivcd  at  the  barrier,  when  the  popu- 
lace ftopped  it  and  took  the  top  of  it  off,  that 
all  who  were  not  fufficiently  near  to  the  car- 
riage to  take  an  adtive  part  in  the  outrages 
with  which  the  Intendant  was  to  be  over- 
whelmed, might  at  leaft  have  the  fatisfaftion 
of  feafling  their  ey«s  with  the  atrocious 
fight.  Five  or  fix  hundred  horfemen  with 
fwords  drawn,  and  foldiers  of  different  corps 
marching  with  their  drums  and  xiolours, 
ferved  as  a  guard  for  the  carriage:  ih  the 

♦  The  name  of  this  Elet^or  was  La  Rivieu,  and  it  was 
from  himfelf  I  leccived  thefe  particulars.  I  had  an  op- 
portunity of  knowing  him  in  1792,  as  he  was  at  th^t 
time  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  and  the  perlpn  who,  on  the 
complaints  lodged  by  M.  de  Montmorin  and  myfelf, 
ordered  the  proceedings  relative  to  the  pretended  Auf- 
ttian  Committee. 

1  crowd 


prowd  tjmt  furrouiuij^d  U  y^tt^  perfons 
crowned  with  lauml,  ind  .womisn  finging 
and  dancing  to  military  myfic.  This  fing- 
jpig  was  frequently  intcrrup^scd  by  the  moft 
ianguinary  vociferations,  and  by  the  fpecches 
of  the  honeft  Ele^ftor  addrefled  to  tbofe 
furies,  to  moderate  their  rage  and  fave  the 
life  of  his  prifoner,  whom  he  was  afraid  of 
feeing  maflacred  at  his  fide.  M*  Berthicr^ 
fupported  by  that  extraordinary  energy  ivhich 
refults  from  a  confcience  void  of  offence, 
furveyed  all  this  tnnaalt  without  appearing 
xmeafy  at  it :  but  when  H^  Foulon^^  head 
was  thruft  before  him  on  the  end  of  a  pijce, 
his  foul  was  frozen  with  horror.  The  tnotir 
fters  that  carried  it  wanted  to  force  him  to^ 
^h  it ;  but  the  E^eftor,  (hocked  at  this  ex- 
cefs  of  fearbarity,  was  fpftun^itc  enough  tp 
Succeed  in  preventing  it. 

M.  Berthier,  being  at  length  arrived  ^ 
the  Hotel'de-Ville^  was  condvwfted  to  the 
Connnittiee,  by  whom  he  was  .examined  on 
his  condu(ft^  on  the  projects  of  the  Mini- 
Aers,  on  the  plan  of  the  pretended  CQnfpiracy, 
and  fo  forth.  He  jQpljed  with  cpniidence, 
''*  {  have  done  nothing  b^t  by  jfup^rior 
**  orders,  which  it  was  my  duty  to  obey; 
^'  you  wiU  find  them  in  my  portfolio;  you 
C  c  2  **  have 
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••  have  my  corrcfpondence,  all  my-  papers  i 
**  you  know  as  much  as  I  do.  I  beg  you  will 
•«  obferve  th^t  I  am  fo  overcome  with  fa- 
'*  tiguc  and  the  want  of  fleep,  not  having 
**  clofed  thy  eyes  for  two  days,  that  it  is 
**  impoflible  for  me  to  anfwer  you  more 
•*  circumflantially  at  prefent-  I  requeft  to 
**  be  (hown  to  fome  place. where  I  may 
*'  take  a  little  reft.** 

While  they  were  debating  this  requeft,  the 
Hotel'de-Ville  and  the  Place-de-Greve  re* 
founded  with  the  moft  violent  clamours. 
The  Committee,  alarmed  at  thofe  fliouts  of 
death,  and  fearing  left  the  people  fhould 
force  in  and  carry  off  M.  Berthier  from 
them,  decided  upon  fending  him  to  the 
Abbaye.  But  in  what  manner  was  he  to  be 
extricated  frofti  the  dangers  of  crofting  a 
furious  mob,  over  whom  the  foldiers  had  no 
power ;  or  rather,  in  favour  of  whom  they 
Were  inclined  to  exert  what  power  they  had? 
He  was  put  under  a  ftrong  guard,  while 
Af.  Bailly  and  M.  de  la  Fayette,  on  differ* 
cnt  fides ^  harangued,  fupplicated,  and  con- 
jured thofe  who  would  liften  to  them ;  but 
their  fpecches  and  prayers  were  anfwercd 
only  by  the  moft  horrid  imprecations*  N6 
fooncr  was  Al.  Berthier  perceived  on  the 
~     •  ftcps 
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fteps  of  the  Hotel,  than  a  crowd  of  aflaffins 
fpraqg  upon  him,  and  dragged  him  to  the 
{a.mt  ^l^niern  wUcTt  M.  Foulon  had  been 
hang^ed.  He  faw  the  rope  ready  to  be  the 
inftrument  of  the  fame  fate  upon  himfelf. 
Tranfported  with  rage  at  the  fight,  he  fud- 
denly  wrenches  from  a  foldier  tlje  firft  muf* 
ket  he  can  lay  his  hand  upon,  and  with  rev 
peated  blows  attacks  the  crowd  of  tigers 
preffing  round  him,  but  in  an  jnftant  fall? 
himljslf  beneath  a  number  of  bayonets.  H^ 
was  at  leaft  indebted  to  his  courage  for  a 
death  lefs  lingering  and  lefs  ignominious 
than  that  of  his  father-in»law.  One  of  his 
aiTaffins  perceiving  that  he  ftill  breathed, 
had  the  unparalleled  barbarity  to  plunge  his 
hand  into  the  wideft  of  his  wounds,  in  order 
to  grope  to  his  heart,  which  he  tore  out,  and, 
carrying  it  in  triumph,  laid  it  palpitating 
upon  the  table  of  the  Committee  of  Electors. 
No  doubt  it  w^s  to  thofe  Minifters  of  the 
Sovereignty  of  the  People  that  the  firft  fruits 
of  the  tree  of  Liberty  were  due. 

The  Committee,  ftupefied  with  horror  at 
the  fight  of  this  horrible  trophy,  had  not 
even  the  thought  to  caufe  the  cxccrabk 
roonfler  who  oflFered  it  them  to  be  arrefted* 
They  allowed  him  without  a  word  to  take 
C  c  3  lip 
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up  the  heart  dgaih^  td  fix  it  to  the  point  of 
his  fword,  Ind  parade  it  through  the  ibeets 
behind  the  hcs^s  of  M.  Feulbn  and  Af .  B&t^ 
ikiet.  Ther6  Was  but  one  thing  more  1*riht-t 
ing  to  the  fei-bcity  of  thoft  cannibals,  and 
this  thiy  completed  in  thd  dv^riidg  by  giving 
the  people  a  light  of  the  raort  aboifiihsLble 
feafting. 

During  the  execution  of  M.  Fouloh^  M. 
SeHkier*^  fon,  dreading  that  the  fame  fate 
would  bcfdll  his  father  ^*^ho  was  on  his 
way  to  Pkris,  haftcned  to  Ver failles  to  im- 
jplorc  the  ihterpofltioh  of  the  Aflembly  in 
his  fivour.  Oh  his  arrival  i  thfe  firrt  thing 
he  did  was  to  throw  hitnfelf  intd  the  Atm%  of 
M.  deLallyj  and  baffling  ittto  teli^^  he  faid  to 
hiiit:  **  Your  filial  piety  arid  eloquettcfe 
^*  laved  thfe  hondUt  of  your  fithfer;  I  Con- 
^*  jure  yoii,  Sir;  to  flVe  the  life  of  mine.** 
M.  de  tally  flevV  immedidtely  to  thfe  Afleih- 
'  bly,  and  pkaded  thi^  ihtcirefting  taufe  with  all 
the  energy  and  fehfibility  natural  x.Ci  hini. 
The  majority  of  the  Aflembly  wferte  eX- 
trelhfely  affetftfed  ;  but  as  they  could  tikfe  no 
iYifeafatie  Which  wduld  not  b^  infefFedutil,  ox 
^i-ove  too  late,  ihfey  conteHffed  theinfilVfes 
with  hoping  that  this  itew  irirfld  wdUld  ttOt 
|>$'ceinmJttfed^     It  Ws  (Sfi  tkis  deefefiofi  tiiat 

a  young 
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a  yomtg  Deputy  from  Dauphin6  {Barnave)^ 
who  dpubtlcfs  haid  never  kriown  his  father, 
Aificred  the  following  (hocking  expreilion  to 
efcape  himi  which  only  a  Rohfpierre  could 
have  heard  without  fhtiddering :  Is  the  blood 
that  isfpilt  then  fo  purt?^ 

The  crimes  with  which  M.  Foulaii  was 
charged,  were  all  as  imaginary  as  the  pre-- 
tended  confpiracy  attributed  to  the  new  Mini- 
fters*  The  trivial  expreflion  of,  Thi^fe  fieo^ 
pie  are  brutes  Jit  to  eat  hoy^  was  perhaps 
too  frequently  in  his  mouth;  but  it  was 
certainly  nothing  more  than  an  expletive, 
and  faf  fropi  being  accompaifted  with  the 
abfurd  ide^  pf  Reducing  the  people  to  eat 
nothing  but  hay.  M.  Foulonh  only  fault, 
or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  his  great- 
eft  misfortune!  w^s  a  conftant  ambition  to 
be  in  the  Miniftry,  without  talents  necef- 
fary  to  fill  the  important  pfKces  of  it  in 
times  fo  difficult.-  He  was  4  fnan  of  the 
moft  ordinary  abilities  I  ever  knew :  jnedi- 
ocrity  may  be  allowed  to  be  a  defed):,  but 
certainly  it  is  not  a  fault,  and  much  lefs  ^ 
crime. 

The  ambition  which  was  the  ruin  of  M. 
Foulon^  would  have  been  better  placed  in 
\(i%   fon-in-law*    M.  'Berthier  was  one  of 

C  c  4  the 
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the  moft  diflinguifhed  among  the  worthy- 
Intendants  of  the  Kingdom  for  his  merit, 
his  talents,  and  his  knowledge  in  admini-. 
ftration ;  and  in  fpite  of  the  atrocious  calimi- 
nies  that  have  been  caft  upon  him,  it  is  evi* 
dent  that  the  affairs  of  Paris  were  never 
better  conduced,  or  directed  by  a  more  able, 
zealous,  or  benevolent  Magiftrate.  As  I 
was  not  connected  with  him,  the  refpcSt  I 
now  pay  his  memory  is  didated  alone  by 
Juftice  ?nd  truth. 


1 
CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


Charader  of  the  Parijians — Proclama- 
tion of  the  AJfembly-^General  arming 
of  the  Pofiidace  urged  by  the  Fadious 
—  Confequences  —  Firji  atrocious  At- 
temjits  againji  the  Nohility  in  Franche- 
Comte — T/ie   Circum/iances  that  gave 

.  rife  to  them — Inconfijiency  of  the  Con- 
dud  of  the  AJfembly  —  Country-feats 
hurnt  and  /lillaged  throughout  the 
Kingdom-^Long  Debates  occajioned  by 
Letters  found  ujion  the  Baron  de  Caf- 
telnau-^An  admirable  S/ieech  from 
Mirabeau — A  Letter  from  Mr.  Necker 
announcing  his  Return  —  The  Abbe 
Maury  arrejied  at  Peronne — A  Letter 
from  the  Municipality  of  that  Town  to 

the 
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the  Affemhly — Lift  of  Profcrijitions-^ 
Violent  State  of  the  Provinces  tieareji 
the  Ca/iital — M.  de  Cazales  arrejied. 

It  is  remarkable  ift  fh6  chata(3:er  of  the 
Parifians,  that  from  the  outfet  of  the  Revo- 
lution, they  had  fallen  into  a  habit  of  poft- 
poning  till  the  next  day  the  manifeftation  of 
their  horror  at  the  crimes  they  fufFered  to 
be  committed.  That  which  they  felt  at  the 
murder  of  M.  Foulbn  and  M.  Berthier  did 
not  break  forth  till  the  day  following, 
and  then  fpcnt  itfelf  in  vain  iniprecations 
igairift  their  murderers*  This  tardy  and 
paflive  indignation,  or  rather  this  Gonftant 
timidity  of  the  good,  has  for  nine  years  paft 
expofed  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  thd  mercy 
of  a  horde  of  ruffians,  on  whom  thfc  Revo^ 
lution  has  beftowed  the  exclufivc  privilege 
of  pillaging  and  affaffinating  as  long  as  there 
(hall  be  property  and  proprietors* 

What  ^  dreadful  day  wats  thit  for  M.  de 
la  Fayette  on  which,  though  Commamdey 
General  of  the  whole  arm^  force  of  the^ 
Capital^  having  forty  thoufand  of  the  bour^ 
geois  militia  under  Wtti,  he  ngverthelefs  law 
himfelf  redticed  to  be  the  mere  {)aiBv*  fpec^ 
*ator,  and  in  fome  fort  the  Prefident,  of  the 

.     .  mofl: 


jruitl7%J      FRiNCH   BEVOIUTION, '       35I 

mofl  &yage  fcetifts  of  the  Rcvolation !  Def- 
perate,  and  bumbicd  at  his  want  of  powtr^ 
he  would  have  given  in  his  refignafion,  but 
the  oaths  of  obedience  tsken  bjr  the  bat^ 
taliohs,  atid  M.  BiLilly's  entreaties,  prevailed 
upon  him  to  continue  his  comttiand. 

The  Affembly,  Who  had  foJ-  fdme  days 
Wdfted  a  great  deal  of  time Jn  difcufling  and 
ntibdifying  M.  de  Lally's  fchtmc  of  a  Procla- 
mation for  re-ertabli(hing  pliblic  tranquillity, 
refolved  at  kft  to  adopt  it  with  amend* 
ments ;  btit  l:<mfufion  and  diforder  were  now 
fpread  through  every  part  of  the  Kingdom^ 
The  reports  raifed  at  once  in  all  the  proi. 
vinces  of  a  gtand  confpiracy  agaihft  Li- 
berty,  ahd  of  the  approach  of  pretended 
bands  of  brigands ^  who  were  tutting  down 
and  buitiing  the  harvefts,  had  ferved  as  at 
pretext  for  a  general  arming  of  the  populace* 
Large  dfetachrfients  formed  under  the  name 
-of  Citizen  &oliiifSj  to  diftinguifti  therti  (iotti 
the  troops  of  the  line,  now  firft  called  Soldier 
CititifiSt  Wfel*  iiiceflkntly  running  over  the 
country  to  dlfpfelfe  thofe  formidable  brigands 
Whd  iveffe  iio  where  to  be  fduhd ;  ahd  in  a 
very  fhort  tirhe  the  Citizen  Soldiers  wetil  ih 
4Uelt  of  theih  among  farms^  and  in  patticu- 
lar  among  the  codntJ-y-feats  of  the  Nobility 

and 
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and  QcutT)'.  None  were  exempt  from  thofc 
patriotic  vifits,  another  pretext  for  which 
>vas  the  f^rch  for  arms,  and  of  which  the 
plundering  of  the .  cellars  and  of  every  kind 
of  provifion8  was  the  leaft  .inconvenience. 
Murder  and  fire  were  frequently  the  cqnfe-* 
quences  of  them ;  and  thofe  crimes  were  al- 
ways juftified,  or  at  leaft  palliated,  by  the 
profcribing  fufpicion  of  arijbocracy^  incu 
vifra^  con/piracy,  and  the  like.  Complaints 
and  denunciations  without  number  daily  in- 
formed the  Affembly  of  all  thofe  enormities  j 
but  they  faw  no  other  remedy  for  them  than 
the  new  Conftitution  upon  which  they  were 
going  to  work  : .  and  in  the  mean  time,  fuU 
of  confidence  in  the  flattering  AddreiTe? 
which  they  received  from  fome  Municipal^^ 
tics,  they  confoled  themfelvcs,  for  all  private 
.misfortunes  by  contemplating  the  genersd 
happinefs,  which  already  was,  or  whicji 
.they  thought  was,  the  fruit  of  their  la^ 
•hours. 

The  moft  ferious  outrages  againft  the  No- 
bihty  firft  broke  out  and  were  moft  frequent 
in  Franche-Comte. ,  They  began  from  a 
.circumftanc?  as  innocent  as  it  was  fatal.- — 
M,.  de  Mtmmay,  a  magiftrate  of  the  Parli^ 
ment  of  BefaG9on,  ,had  given  an  enteitairt- 

ment 
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ment  at  his  feat  at  Quincey  to  the  inhabi- 
tants and  to  the  garrifon  of  Vefoul,  in  ho- 
nour of  the  happy  unioyi  betwteh  th^  King 
-nnd  the  National  Afferhhly.     He  had  an- 
nounced that  all  who  chbfe  to  vfiit  his  feat 
dn  Sundiy  the  19th  of  July  (hould  find  fid- 
dles  and   refrefhments ;    and   that^   left  his 
prefence  as  a  magiftrate  might  prove  a  re- 
ftraint  to  the  gaiety  of  the  feaft,  he  (hould 
not  remain  at  home  himfelf.     This  invita- 
tion drew  a  great  number  of  the  citizens  of 
Vefoul  and  fome  of  the  foldiers  of  the  gar- 
rifon to  Quincey-hoiife.     While  they  were 
amufing  themfelves,  a  barrel  of  gunpowder 
in  an  out-houfe  blew  up,  by  which  feveral 
^pcrfons  were  wounded,  and  fome,  but  very 
few,  killed.    Without  a  moment's  confider- 
ation  it  was  believed,  and  every  where  ru- 
moured, that  it  had  been  M.  de  Memmays 
^intention  to  blow  lip  the  inhabitants  and  gar- 
^  rifon  of  Vefoul  at  once ;  that  fuch  was  the 
'defign  of  the  ftaft  to  which  he  had  invited 
them  ;  and  that  to  execute  this  infernal  plot 
he  had  prepared  a  mine  under   the   place 
where  they  were  to  aflemble,  which  he  had 
fprung,  or  ordered  to  be  fprung,  b^  means 
-  df  a  long'  train. 

The  ofBcer  of  the  Marcchauflec  at  Vefoul 
^     -  -^  2  made 
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stifule  a  minufe  of  this  ftory  io  hi$  joijF^l, 
without  having  fcrutinized  the  faA,  a94  that 
miovtc  was  read  to  the  National  A^mhly 
by  one  of  the  E)ep«|ies  for  Frapche-Cop^  >^ 
he  added  to  it  (ort^  Fjreuiwftanee?  of  the  ex.- 
c^iTes  committiedt  ^ni  that  were  cQ^ti^mp^ 
by  the  eicafperated  people^  ^  The  wb*^ 
**  cpuntry  was  in  commotion;  the  people 
**  bad  armed  themfelves  with  all  kiads  of 
**  weapons;  they  had  attacked  the  neigh- 
•*'  bouring  feats,  were  burning  and  pJunder- 
**  ing  the  ar(;:hives  of  the  Nobility,  forcing 
*'  them  to  rpnotmce  their  rights;  they  b^d 
**  demoljiflied  feveral  country  houfes,  fet  a 
"  CKt^rciv^  Abbey  on  fire,  &c/* 

It  is  not  wpp^jierful  that  the  people,  b^if- 
ing  of  nothing  but  the  confpirftcie$  of  ^e 
Ariftocr?*s,  and  uqacqpaipted  witb  t^e  ^m^ 
of  the  event  at  Quincey^  fhould  a^f:ui4p  M^  4^ 
M^mmay  of  it^  althoi^gfe  it  di4  jnpt  appear 
that  he  bad  any  motive  for  animp^tyj^g;!^!^ 
tbf  inhabitants  of  Vefpul.  He  J^f^as  ^  gen^- 
flwn,  and  *  meiyibcr  of  the  JParliaipe^t;  w^b 
was  tnore  than  enough  to  pr:pve  bifi  <3riMjt, 
and  ]t9  f^thprife,  in  the  /ight  of  ^  f*iripM$ 
inob,  the  mpft  vipl^nt  a(3:$  pf  veng^ftni(je 
againft  him  and  againfl  the  two  cjjifles  Qf 
.Axiftocyr^t^  to  wbicb  be    belonged.      But 

fhpuld 
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fhould  the  Reprefcntativ^  of  the  Nation 
have  been    infedcd   with    this    delirium? 
Should  they,  upon  a  vague  minute  deftitute 
of  fwroof ,  and  by  which  too  it  appeared  that ' 
M.  Memmay  was  abfent,  have  prefumed  that 
magiftrate  guilty  of  a  crime  which  they  had 
no  rational  grounds,  no  probability  for  im- 
puting to  him  ?   A  fimple  accident  might 
have  been,  and  in  fa(S  was,  thecaufe  of  the 
melancholy  event  that  happened  at  Quin- 
cey*.     Why  not  admit   a  prefumpticm  fo 
natural  ?   Are  we  at  liberty  to  rtytOi  pre- 
fiimptions  that  are  in  favour  of  innocence  ? 
The  Affcmbly,  far  from  attending  to  thefe, 
charged  their  Prefident  to  wait  up6n  the 
King,  to  obtain  of  hi$  Majefty  an  order  di* 
reding  all  the  Minifters  rciiding  at  foreign 

♦  It  was  proved  judicially,  that  at  the  period  when 
the  fcaft  was  given  by  M,  Memmay  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Vefoul,  he  was  fetting  vine^  in  a  ftony  foil,  where  he 
was  often  obliged  to  blow  up  the  greater  rocks.  Some 
foldiers  running  through,  and  ferreting  every  where  in 
the  houfe  and  out-howfes,  unfortunately  took  a  candle  to 
the  dark  corner  where  the  barrel  of  gunpowder  was 
lodged,  and  fet  it  on  fire,  in  trying  to  Tee  if  it  contain* 
ed  wine,  Thefe  fa(9:s,  reported  and  attefted  in  a  Memo- 
rial drawn  up  by  M.  Courvdijier,  fo  completely  juftlfied 
M.  de  Memmay y  that  the  AfTembly  could  not  avoid  teftify- 
ing  hi9  innocence  by  a  Decree  iifued  the  4th  of  June. 

Courts 
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ourts  jto  caufe  A  ftri6t  fearch  to  be  made 
r  the  criminal,  and  to  apply  for  his  being 
taken  up ;  and  alfo  to  apply  to  him*  to  autho- 
rife  the  judge  of  the  place/ where  the  crime 
had  been  committed,  to  enter  a  profecuticm 
againft  the  author  of  fo  execrable  an  action, 
to  bring  him  to  trial,  and  pafs  fentence  up- 
on him  without  appeal.  It  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  as  a  member  of  the  Parliament, 
he  could  be  tried  only  by  the  Courts  of  the 
Parliament  of  Befan9on, 

The  extreme  rigour  difplayed  againft  M. 
dc  M^mmay,  by  thstt  very  Affembly  who  a 
few  days  before  had  fiifFered  the  Governor 
of  the  Baftille,  the  Prevot  des  Marckands 
'M.  Foulon^  and  his  fon-in-law,  to  be  .maf- 
facred  almoil  under  theit^ eyes,  without  giv^ 
ing  any  direction  whatever  for  a  profecution 
againft  the  criminals,  feemed  to  have  no  other 
view  than  that  of  enraging  the  people  mofc 
and  more  againft  the  Nobility  and  againft 
the  Magiftracy;  it  wa?  almoft  telling  them 
in  plain  terms  that  there  was  nothing  they 
might  not  attempt  with  impunity  againft  the 
^Arijlocrats^  for  whom  alone  the  Aflembly 
refer ved  their  fe verity.  •*  We  muft  not  al- 
*'  low  ourfelves  to  be  too  much  alarmed  at 
'*  the  ftorms  infeparable  from  the  commo- 

•*  tions 
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**  tions  of  a  Revolution/*  faid  Barnavej  in 
the  Sitting  of  the  23d  of  July  which  was 
the  day  after  the  maflacre  of  Foulon  and 
Berthief^  **  the  principal  objedl  is  to  fornj 
*•  the  Conftitution  and  to  fecure  Liberty. 
**  We  may  afterwards  attend  to  fecuring  le- 
**  gal  punifhments  for  State  crimes — [pre^ 
••  tended  confpiracies)-thcn  the  People  will 
**  be  pacified,  and  return  of  themfelves  to 
**  order/*  This  language  the  People  but 
too  well  underftood,  and  they  have  in  con- 
fcquencc  committed  crimes  without  number; 
but  the  blame  is  to  be  imputed  lefs  to  them 
than  to  thofe  by  whom  they  have  been 
mifled. 

The  full  account  of  the  dreadful  confpi- 
racy  at  Quincey^^  which  was  difperfed 
throughout  the  Kingdom,  containing  the 
moft  atrocious  exaggerations,  imprecations, 
and  cries  for  vengeance  againft  the  Nobility, 
became  in  a  manner  the  manifefto  of  the 
war  then  declared  againft  all  country-feats 
throughout  the  provinces.  The  example 
of   the  inhabitants    of   Vefoul    was  every 

*  Thcfe  words  were  cVery  day  roared  through  the 
flreets  of  Paris  by  the  hawkers  of  the  Revolutionary 
Journals^ 

Vol.  L  D  d  ^herr 
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where  followed  with  more  or  lefs  fury,  but 
ever  with  the  fame  impunity.  The  aflafli- 
nation  of  gentlemen,  the  carrying  off  of  their 
title-deeds,  and  the  pillage  and  demolition 
of  their  feats,  were  no  longer  confidered  in 
any  other  light  than  as  ad:s  of  eager  pa- 
triot ifm.  In  thofe  Communes  where  the 
old  cuftom  of  loving  and  obeying  the  King 
ftill  prevailed  over  the  new-fangled  pa- 
triotifm,  forged  orders  with  the  King's  name 
were  (hown  to  the  inhabitants,  in  which 
were  injuncftions  to  commit  every  manner 
of  crime ;  and  when  they  were  accufed  be- 
fore the  Aflembly,  there  were  fpeakers  fo 
flupid,  or  fo  loft  to  fhame,  as  to  maintain 
that  the  Noblemen  themfelves  fet  fire  to 
their  houfes  to  have  an  opportunity  to  ca- 
lumniate the  People,  This  charge  was 
chiefly  diredled  againft  thofe  whom  the  cer- 
tainty of  being  murdered  had  reduced  to 
the  neceflity  of  flying  their  country.  Hence 
arofe  that  fanguinary  jurifprudencc  which 
makes  all  Emigrants  without  diftincflion 
traitors  to  their  Country,  and  condemns 
them  to  death  as  a  punifhment  for  having 
had  recourfe  to  the  only  means  left  of  faving 
their  lives. 

The  Fadious  knew  very  well  that  the  Peo- 
ple 
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pie  are  like  thofe  ponderous  mafles  which  it 
is  always  more  difficult  to  fet  in  motion,  than 
to  dired: .  to  a  propofed  end  when  once  they 
are  ftirred ;  and  they  negleded  no  means  to 
keep  their  minds  in  a  ftate  of  continual  agi- 
tation and  alarm •    Their  fpeakers  in  the  Af- 
fembly,    their    incendiaries  at  the    Palais^ 
Royal,    and    their   trufty"  journalifts,    had 
every  day  fome  .frelh  cbnfpiracy  to  announce.' 
A  packet  taken  on  the  night  between  the 
2 2d  and  23d   of  July  upon  the  Baron  de 
Cajtelnau^j  and  the  fragments  of  a   letter 
which  he.  had  tojn  at  the  moment  of  his  be- 
ing arretted,  furnifhed  matter  for  mod  vio- 
lent declamation  in  the  Sitting  of  the  25th. 
The  packet,  containing  three  letters  that  had 
been  opened,  and  one  that  was  fealed,  di- 
re(9:ed  to  the  Count  d'Artois,  had  been  de-  * 
livered  the  day  before  by  a  member  of  the 
Commune  of  Paris,    from   the  Permanent 
Committee  to  the  Prefident  of  the  Affembly, 
(the  Duke  de  Liancourt)   who,    thinking 
himfelf  bound  to  tefpedl  private  correfpond- 
ence  as  facred,  would  not  read  any  of  them; 
but  returned  them  all  to  the  Permanent  Com- 
mittee.    The  firll  fenfation  felt  by  the  Af- 

•  The  French  Minifter  at  Geneva. 

D  d  2  fembly 
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fembly  Jed  them  to  applaud  the  Prefident^d 
delicacy,  and  the  purity  of  its  principle  ;  but 
foon  after,  fome  Deputies  ftartcd  the  quef- 
tion,  whether,  in  the  dreadful  fituati(Mi  of  af- 
fairs  at  that  time,  the  Affembly  were  not 
entitled  to  open   letters   that  might   throw 
great  light  upon  the  confpiracies  againfl:  pub- 
lic liberty.    **  In  time  of  war,**  it  was  faid, 
•*  the  opening  of  all  letters   is  permitted; 
••we   may   confider  ourfelves,    and   really 
•*  are,  in  a  ftate  of  war;  and  are  therefore 
••  authorifed  to  intercept  and  break  open  all 
•*  letters  coming   from  fufpecSted  countries 
•*  or  perfons,  and  all  thofe  who  take  flight 
•*  fliould  be  looked  upon  as  fuch  ;  therefore^ 
•*  the  letters  in  queflion,  and  aM  that  have 
•*  beeen  intercepted  fince  the  commotions  in 
•*  Paris  or  the  provinces,  ought  to  be  dcpo- 
*•  fited  in  a  fafc  place,  to  be  laid  before  the 
•*  National  Affembly  when  they  think  pro- 
^  per/*     The  Bifliop    of    Langres    {La 
Luzerne)  propofed,  on  the  contrary,  to  fol- 
low the  example  of  Pompey  the  Great,  who 
after  a  violent  fermentation  in  his  country, 
and  a  ^civil   war,    had   the  generofity    and 
greatnefs  of  foul  to  burn  all  letters  which 
might  keep  alive  the  remembrance  of  the 
woeful  events  and  misfoj;-tunes  of  the  coun- 
try. 
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try*  This  debate  proceeding  to  great  length, 
and  growing  warmer  and  warmer,  Mira-- 
beau  rofe,  and,  with  that  imperious  and  paf- 
iionate  tone  which  charad:erifed  his  ftyle  of 
eloquence,  filenced  all  oppofition  by  the  fol- 
lowing Speech : 

^*  Is  it  the  part  of  a  People  defirous  of 
**  becoming  free,  to  borrow  their  maxims 
**  and  examples  from  tyranny?  Is  it  proper 
•*  for  them  to  give  a  flab  to  morality,  after 
**  having  been  fo  long  the  vidtims  of  thofe 
**  who  violated  it  ?  Let  thofe  vulgar  poli- 
**  ticians,  who  exalt  above  juftice  what  in 
**  their  narrow  conceptions  they  dare  to  call 
'*  public  utility;  let  thofe  politicians  at 
*  *  leaft  tell  us  what  intereft  can  palliate  fuch 
•*  a  violation  of  National  honour.  What 
^  *  ihall  we  learn  by  the  fhameful  inquifition 
*'  of  letters  ?  Paltry  and  filthy  intrigues, 
^*  fcandalous  anecdotes,  and  contemptible 
*'  frivolity.  Is  it  imagined  that  plots  are 
**  circulating  by  the  pofl?  Is  it  imagined 
'*  that  new  politics  of  any  importance  pafs 
'^  through  that  channel  ?  Is  there  any  em- 
* '  bafly  of  confequence,  any  negotiation  of  an 
'^  extraordinary  nature,  that  is  not  carried  on 
**  in  a  dircdl  correfpondence,  and  which  does 
^*  nqt  defy  the  prying  of  the  Pofl-office? 

D  d  3.  ''  Without 
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**  Without  any  manner  of  ufe,  then,  Should 
**  we  violate  the  fecrets  of  families,  the  in- 
**  tercourfe  of  the  abfent,  the  intimacies  of 
'*  friendfhip,  and  the  confidence  between 
**  man  and  man.  So  criminal  a  procedure 
**  would  not  even  have  an  excufe;  and  it 
**  would  be  faid  of  us  throughout  Europe, 
**  that  in  France y  under  pretence  of  pub^ 
**  lie  fafety^  they  deprive  the  inhabitants 
**  of  all  right  to  tetters  which  are  the  pro- 
**  dubious  of  the  heart,  and  the  treafure 

*  *  of  confidence.  This  laji  refuge  of  Li^ 
**  berty  has  been  violated  even  by  thofe 
**  whom  the  Nation  deputed  to  fecure  its 

rights.  They  have  left  a  precedent  by 
which  the  mofl  fecret  communications  of 
the  foul  J  the  merejl  chance  conjedure  of 
**  the  mind,  the  emotions  of  anger  often 
**  viif placed,  errors  xften  correded  the  next 
M  moment,  maybe  turned  into  depofitions 
**  againfl  third  perfons  ;  by  which  the  citi- 
**  zen,  the  friend  J  the  f on,  the  father,  may 

*  *  thus  become  the  accufers  of  each  other, 
**  without  knowing  it;  by  which  they 
f  may  be  the  means  of  deflruBion  to  each 
'f  other;  for  the  National  AJfembly  have^ 
*'  declared,  that  they  will  take  as  the 
f*  grounds  of  their  decifions,    ambiguous 

^^  and 
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**  and  intercepted  communications,  which 
**  they  cannot  obtain  but  by  a  crime. ^^ 

This  fpeech  determined  the  Aflembly  to 
pafs  to  the  order  of  the  day.  The  fubjeft, 
however,  was  refumed  in  the  next  Sitting. 
Robefpierre  maintained  that  the  Aflembly 
had  no  right  to  refufe  papers  denounced  by 
the  public  opinion,  fent  by  the  Mayor  of 
the  Capital  as  of  eflential  importance,  and  ne- 
ccflary  to  the  difcovery  of  the  moil  fatal  con- 
fpiracy  that  ever  exifted.  This  opinion  was 
warmly  fup^orted  by  fome,  and  oppofed  by 
others;  but  the  reafons  on  which  the  Aflem- 
bly had  reje<5ted  it  having  loft  nothing  of 
their  force,  it  was  again  refolved,  that 
there  was  no  room  to  deliberate. 

The  arrival  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Necker 
announcing  his  return,  diflipated  for  a  mo- 
ment the  difcordant .  ideas  and  gloomy  paf- 
iions  which  agitated  the  Aflembly;  the 
great  man,  the  virtuous  man,  the  guardian^ 
angel j)J  France,  of  Liberty^  and  above  all 
of  the  Revolution,  was  coming  to  refume 
the  helm  of  affairs,  and  every  heart  mu(| 
expand  with  confidence  and  happmefs.  The 
reading  of   this   letter  *  was  interrupted  at 

*  Sec  Appendix,  No.  lii. 

D  d  4  every 
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every  fcntence  by  the  loudeft  applaufes. 
Another  letter  was  then  read  from  the'  Mii-? 
nicipal  Officers  of  Peronne,  in  which  they 
informed  the  Aflembly  of  their  having  ar-r 
refted  the  Abbe  Maury,  who,  they  faid, 
under  pretence  of  going  to  obtain  new 
powers  from  his  conftituents  meant  to  take 
a  different  road  from  that  which  led  back  to 
the  National  Aflembly.  This  circumftance 
had  determined  the  Municipality  and  bour- 
geois guard  to  fecure  his  perfon  till  the  Af- 
fembly  fliould  make  their  pleafure  known. 

The  fecurity  with  which  the  populace  com-f 
mitted  crimes,  the  rapidity  with  which  thoie 
followed  one  upon  another,  and  the  lifts  of 
profcription  delivered  by  the  Jbvereign  peo^ 
pit  of  the  Palais-'Royal  to  the  numerous  ex- 
ecutioners, were  enough  to  alarm  all  honeft 
men  whofe  names  were  infcribed  on  thofe 
fatal  lifts,  and  in  which  the  profcribers  had 
not  failed  to  infert  the  Deputies  who  ftiowed 
the  greateft  attachment  to  the  King  and  to 
the  Monarchy ;  and  of  thofe  none  more  me- 
rited that  honourable  charadler  than  the 
Abbe  Maury.  The  uncommon  talents,  zeal, 
and  courage  with  which  he  conftantly  de- 
fended the  caufe  of  Religion  and  the  Throne, 
in  that  Aflembly,  have  caft  fo  much  glory 

OR 
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on  his  name,  and  given  fo  great  an  intereft 
to  his  whole  condudl,  that  the  particulars  of 
his  arrcft  at  Peronne  cannot  be  indifferent. 
They  are  related  with  equal  accuracy  and 
fpirit  in  the  following  letter ;  where  we 
fhall  alfo  find  a  very  exad:  pidture  of  the 
ftate  in  which  the  provinces  neareft  to  th^ 
Capital  were  at  that  time  :  a  ftate  that  foon 
l^came  general  throughout  France. 

*  Peronne,  July  28,  1789. 
^*  The  inhabitants  of  Picardy  are  good 
kind  of  people,  but  they  are  precife ;  and 
the  fooner  to  attain  perfection  they  are  form- 
ing  thcmfelves  in  every  refpedt  upon  the 
model  of  the  Parifians.  They  have  affem- 
blies,  cockades,  arms,  and  good  intentions  ; 
they  are  playing,  as  at  Paris,  a  game  where 
every  move  is  check  to  the  King  ;  they  have 
burnt  the  cuftom-houfes,  thrown  the  officers 
into  the  river,  intercepted  the  public  reve- 
nue, fet  the  malefacftors  at  liberty,  impri- 
foned  the  magiftrates,  and  all  this  they  fay 
is  nothing,  unlefs  they  get  the  Archbifhop  of 
Cdmbray  into  their  hands.     Peronne  ftands 

*  This  letter  was  written  by  M.  de  RivaroL 

nearly 
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nearly  foremoft  in  refemblance  to  the  Ca- 
pitaL  We  arrived  here  early  this  morning, 
and  found  the  Abbe  Maury  (who  on 'Sun- 
day the  26th  had  ventered  the  town  in  dif- 
guife,  and  had  been  difcovered  from  making 
kno\Vn  his  intention  to  take  a  crofs-road) 
furrounded  by  fome  National  militia  of 
Peronne,  at  a  guard-houfe  behind  the  HoUU 
de-Ville.  We  aflced  how  he  had  been  taken, 
what  fort  of  excufe  the  Abbe  alleged,  and 
what  they  meant  to  do  with  him  in  Picardy  ? 
A  thoufand  mouths  opened  upon  us  at  once, 
and  we  (hould  not  yet  have  underftood  a 
lingle  word  of  all  that  was  prattled  by  fo 
many  Peronne  citizens  of  both  fexes>  if  we 
had  not  called  to  order,  and  requefted  a  Pre- 
bendary, with  a  cockade,  oppofite  to  us,  to 
fpeak  alone,  and  in  French,  if  it  were  not 
inconvenient.     *  Gentlemen,'  cried  he,  *  the 

•  man  whom  the  Country  has  thought  it 
\  right  to  arreft  here,  and  whom  we  are  go- 

•  ing  to  fend  back  to  the  Nation  at  the  Ho- 

•  tel'de-Ville  in  Paris,  has  juftly  incurred 

•  this  laying  of  the  hands  upon  him.     It 

•  was  his  intention  to  go  abicoad  by  ileal th, 

•  he  had  no  band  or  cockade,  and  (poke  fpr 

•  a  crofs  road,  which-  did  not  fcem  a  Hght 

*  one 
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one  to  our  militia  people,  who  upon  that 
brought  him  to  us.  We  foiind  him  out  to 
be  the  Abbe  Maury ^  from  the  defcription 
that  was  fome  time  ago  fent  to  us,  and 
which  was  very  exacft.  Upon  this  we  faid 
to  him ;  You  are  the  Abbe  Maury ^  and 
we  JhalL  fend  you  back  to  the  Hotel-de- 
Ville  in  Paris.*  To  which  the  Abbe  re- 
plied :  *  Since  neither  difguifd  nor  fear  has 
made  -^ny  alteration  in  the  countenance 
which  Heaven  has  given  me,  I  will  not 
deny,  although  almoft  every  other  man 
would  in  my  place,  that  I  am  the  Abbe 
Maury.  To  have  acknowledged  it  ^be* 
foxe  would  have  been  candid,  and  now  it 
is  bold.  Here  I  am  your  prifoner;  and  if 
you  fend  me  to  Paris,  furrounded  by  pa* 
triotic  bayonets,  I  do  not  doubt  but  thaf 
the  mob  will  treat  me  nearly  as  they  did 
M.  Foulon  and  M.  Berthicr ;  but  I  am 
not  very  ambitious  of  fwelling  the  mar- 
tyrology  of  the  Ariflocrats,  and  I  beg  you. 
Gentlemen,  to  difpatch  a  meflenger,  at  my 
expence,  to  the  National  Affembly.J  Ibc-i- 
lieve  that  fome  amiong  them  will  ufe  their 
earneft  endeavours  to  prevent  my  being 
made  an  example*  Picardy  heads  will  very 
f  cafily  comprehend  this ;  but  now  that  I 

^  am 
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*  am  in  your  hands.  Gentlemen,  prcfcnt  me, 

*  I  pray  you,  to  the  Commander  of  the  mili- 

*  tia,  the  Mayor  of  the  town,  and,  in  fhort,  to 

*  all  the  Gentlmen  of  your  Permanent  Com- 
'  mittee.* — Nothing  more  juft;  and  accord- 
ingly we  immediately  carried  him  and  efta- 
bliflied  him  in  our  Hotel-deA^ilk,  where, 
waiting  the  anfwer  from  the  National  Af- 
fembly,  he  lives  among  our  Gentlemen,  and 
makes  himfelf  all  things  to  all  men. 

^'  Charmed  with  fo  many  details,  we  de- 
lired  the  good  Prebendary  to  add  to  our  obli- 
gations, by  procuring  us  the  means  of  fee- 
ing the  Abbe  for  a  moment  among  the  Per- 
manent Committee  oC  Pcronne :  this  he  rea- 
dily did. 

'*  Judge  whether  the  Abbe  Maury  was 
pleafed  to  fee  us  or  not.  Though  he  ex- 
ped:ed  agreeable  news  from  the  National 
Affembly,  he  was  not  without  fome  uneafi- 
nefs.  The  firft  thing  he  did  was  to  prefent 
us  to  the  Gentlemen  about  him,  the  Com* 
mander  of  the  militia,  the  Prevot  des  Mar^ 
chands,  and  all  the  Eledors. 
.  "  The  La  Fayette  of  the  Picards  is  an 
old  ferjeant,  lame,  and  blind  of  one  eye, 
who  had  diftinguiOied  himfelf  in  feve- 
ral  popular  commotions,  in  one  of  which 

he 
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he  had  loft  his  eye.  He  very  complaifantly 
related  to  us  all  the  pains  he  had  taken  to 
embody  one  hundred  and  twenty  Picardsr, 
and  procure  them  cockades  and  raufkets. — 
With  this  guard  he  hoped  to  have  had  the 
honour  of  efcorting  the  Abb6  Maury  to 
Paris. 

**  The  Prevot  des  Marchands  of  the  town 
of  Peronne  is  not,  like  M.  Bailly^  a  member 
of  the  three  academies ;  but,  like  him,  he 
had  been  appointed  by  acclamation^  and 
was  at  the  time  fchool-mafter  and  a  worthy 
diurch-warden. 

*'  Addreffing  thefe  Gentlemen  and  all  the 
Eledlors,  we  afked  why  the  Nation  did  not 
maffacre  its  prifoners  at  Peronne,  as  well  as 
at  Paris,  and  why  their  town  deprived  thera- 
felves  of  the  fight  of  thofe  executions^ 
which  firft  afforded  fo  much  pleafure,  and 
then  fo  much  honour  to  the  Parifians  ;  *  for, 

•  without  injuring  any  body/ we  added,  the 

*  Abbe  Maury  was  furely  worthy  of  your 

*  patriotic  rage.      Why  fend  him  back  to 

•  Paris?  Are  you  waiting  like  the  people  at 

•  Beaune  for  a  better  opportunity  ?*— *  Gen- 

*  tlemen!    Gentlemen!'  gravely  replied  the 

•  Mayor  of  the  town,  *  Paris  has  the  right  of 

*  executing  throughout  the  Kingdom ;  but 

*  we 
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*  wc  never  put  any  to  death  but  Picards ;  for 

*  we  are  not  precifely  the  Nation,  as  the  Pa- 

*  rifians  arc.     The  Abbe  Maury  is  a  deferr 

*  ter  from  the  States -General ;  this  is  a  deli- 

*  cate  point :  we  are  \V^aiting  for  orders  from 

*  the  National  AfTembly,  which  will  fet  us 

*  to  rights.   We  have  but  too  much  bufinefs 

*  already.     This  very  night,  upon  intelli- 

*  gence    received    from     Paris,     Hainault, 

*  Flanders,  and  all  Picardy  have  been  under 

*  arms,    the  alarm-bell    has    been  ringing 

*  every  where  in  town  and  country ;  three 

*  hundred  thoufand  bourgeois  patrols  have 

*  been  on  foot,  and  all  this  to  receive  two 

*  thoufand  brigands  embodied,  who  were  to 

*  fcatter  themfelves  over  our  fields  and  burn 

*  our  harvefts/-r-*   We  clearly   perceived, 

*  Gentlemen,  a  confiderable  commotion  as 

*  we  croffed  your  province ;  but  being  un* 

*  informed  of  the  reafon  for  your  fears,  we 

*  fuppofed  this  turbulent  ftate  to  be  the  na- 

*  tural  ftate  of  Picardy.     Bourgeois  patrols, 
'  *  armed  with  forks,  clubs  bound  with  iron, 

*  fcythes,  and  here  and  there  a  mufkct,  ftop- 

*  ped  us  at  every  ftep,  making  us  fwear  to 

*  love  the  Country,  and  above  all  the  village 

*  through  which  we  were  pafling.     From 

*  poft  to  poft  a  militia-man  was  appointed 

*to 
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*  to  accompany  us,  and  the  laft  wlio  djid  us 

*  that  honour  mounted  the  box  of  our  car- 

*  riage,    carrying  his   piftols  behind   him, 

*  flung  acrofs  in  fuch   a  manner  that  their 

*  muzzles  pointed  diredlly  upon  us.    In  this 

*  fituation   we   arrived  at  Roye,  where  wc 

*  were  afked  if  Mr.  Necker  \yere  returned. 

*  We  replied,  he  would  return  fopn/ — ^  Itis 

*  always  fooni  cried  one  of  the  chief  per- 
fons.     *  /  am  refolved  to  take  up  the  jirft 

*  who    does  not  tell  me  that  Mr.  Necker 
f  is   arrived,    and  fend  him   tied    hand 

*  and  foot    to    the  Hotel-de-Ville  of    the 

*  Nation  at  Paris.* 

*  Having  received  fuch  a  leflbn,  we  have 

*  not  failed  faying  all  along  the  road  that 

*  Mr.  Necker  was  arrived,  and  we  will  fay 

*  the  fame  to  you.  Gentlemen,    if  you   re- 

*  quire  it ;  only  allow  us  to  fpeak  refpedt- 
'  *  ing  the  Abbe  Maury,  and  to  afk  you,  on 

*  the  fubjecft  of  the  violent  and  falfc  alarm 

*  you  have  received,  what  can  be  the  end  of 

*  fhofe  who  terrify  you  with  groundlefs  ru- 

*  mours,  and  thus  make  you  pafs  days  and 

*  nights  under  arms.     Whence  could  thofc 
«  two  thoufand  men  who  were  to  burn  your 

*  harvefts  come  ?  Is  not  there  a  coramuni- 

*  cation 

3 
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*  cation  kept  up  between  the  King  and  the 

*  whole  Nation  ?  Do  not  the  foldiers  every 

*  where  do  duty  jointly  with  the  bourgeois  ?' 

*  What  you  fay  there,  Sir/  faid  the  Mayor,, 
cocking  his  eye  at  us,  '  is  very  fufpicious  ; 

*  it  is  fortunate  for  you  that  we  know  what 

*  we  are  about.    It  is  our  pleafure  to  believe 

*  that  we  are  in  danger;  he  who  removes 

*  our  fears  is  our  enemy  ;  and  it  is  only  by 

*  giving  alarms  that  an  army  of  three  mil- 

*  lions  of  bourgeois  and  countrymen,  from 

*  one  end  of  the  Kingdom  to  the  other,  can 

*  be  kept  on  foot*,  and   that  army  is  at 

*  this  moment  in  exiftence/ 

''  The  Abbe  Maury  winked  to  us,  and 
we  were  changing  the  converfation  when  a 
great  noife  was  heard  in  the  ftreet,  which 
proved  to  be  the  meflenger  juft  arrived  from 
the  National  Affembly,  who  demanded, 
not  the  Abbe  Maury s  perfon,  but  his  li- 
berty, declaring  him  facred  and  inviolable  ; 
which  mortified  the  town  of  Peronne  to  a 
degree  that  it  woidd  be  difficult  to  exprefs. 
They  had  incurred  expencc,  equipped  them- 
felves  to  efcort  him  to  Paris,   and  flattered 

•  This  is  the  whole  fcerct  of  the  National  Af- 
fembly. 

them- 
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themfclves  with  giving  a  grand  proof  of 
zeal  to  the  HoteLde-Vitle^  with  perhaps  ef- 
facing the  remembrance  of  the  fuffering  of 
Foulon  and  Berthier,  by  burning  the  Abbe 
Maury  :  thefe  fweet  hopes  muft  all  be  re- 
nounced, and  their  prey  releafed. 

**  We  were  eyed  fufpicioufly  when  we 
congratulated  the  Abbe  on  his  dehverance  ; 
and  it  was  lucky  that  he  did  not  take  it  in- 
to his  head  to  call  us.  his  friends  and  em- 
brace us,  for  we  fhould  have  been  ftoned. 
I  do  not  know  that  he  was  aware  of  this  new 
means  of  getting  rid  of  his  enemies ;  but 
he  withdrew  from  the  hands  of  his  jailors, 
very  well  pleafed  to  leave  them,  and  at  the 
fame  time  much  altered  in  the  three  days  he 
had  paffed  under  them. 

**  We  do  not  know  whether  he  has  yield- 
ed to  his  gratitude  to  the  National  Affeni- 
bly,  or  to  rcfentment  againft  the  little  peo- 
ple, and  all  democrats  ;  that  is  to  fay,  whe- 
ther he  will  retum  to  Verfailles  or  go  into 
the  Low  Countries  :  he  went  away  without 
opening  his  mind  to  us.  Before  he  went 
they  made  him  fwear  that  he  would  always 
love  Peronne.  He  fwore  without  hefitation, 
perfedly  Yure  that  he  Ihould  find  fome 
cafuift  among  the  bifhops  who  would  free 
him  from  the  facrcdnefs  of  his  oath. 

Vol.  I.  E  c  « P.  S.  You 
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**  P.  S.  You  win  be  very  careful  not  to 
publifli  this  ktter  unlefsyou  have  any  inten- 
tion to  have  fome  honeft  bookfeller  of  the 
PalaiS'Royal  fent  to  tlic  gallows.  When  we 
had  only  one  mailer  we  might  efcape,  though 
we  did  write,  but  now  there  is  no  ufing  one's 
pen  unlefs  it  is  againft  him;  for,  iince 
the  People  of  Paris  are  become  King,  the 
mob  is  Queen,  and  one  may  be  guilty  of 
High  Treafon  againft  all  the  fuburbs  and 
ftreets  of  the  town  to  the  Place  de  Greve. 
It  is  to  be  hoped,  with  the  Paris  Journal^ 
that  the  Ladies  of  the  Market  will  make  the 
Kings  and  Queens  of  their  quarter  liften  to 
rcafon.  May  they  inftil  into  all  thofe 
Princes  that  clemency  is  a  royal  virtue, 
which  is  marvelloufly  expedient  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  reign  \  When  you  have 
made  fure  of  all  thofe  powers  I  will  re- 
turn and  join  you.  In  vain  have  the  Minifters 
cf  the  Hotel'de-Ville  now  publilhed  a  gene- 
ral amnefty  in  the  name  of  the  People-King, 
I  do  not  choofe  to  truft  to  the  Secretaries  of 
a  King  that  cannot  read.  I  will  never 
make  ufe  of  a  paffport  figned  Pitra*:   that 

^Pitruy  Member  of  the  Municipality  of  Paris,  a  paltry 
fcribbler*  , 

name 
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name  which  has  been  the  death  of  fo  many 
Wretched  books  cin  never  infure  the  life  of 
any  man.'* 

The  Abb6  Maury's  coridud:  after  his  re- 
turn to  the  Affembly,  and  the  conftant  and 
ever  fortunate  intrepidity  which  he  difplay- 
ed  at  the  moft  perilous  moments,  have 
fully  proved,  that  though  there  are  dangers 
which  cannot  be ,  avoided  but  by  flying 
from  them,  and  which  only  a  rafhnefs  more 
allied  to  madnefs  than  courage  would  brave, 
yet  there  are  many  more  which  flight  ren- 
ders more  terrible,  and  which  are  to  bd 
efcaped  by  being  faced.  True  courage  fel- 
dom  miftakes  them  .-—cowardice  always 
does. 

All  I  have  been  faying  of  the  Abbe 
Maury  is  equally  applicable  to  M.  de  Ca- 
zales^  who  in  a  difl:inguiflied  manner 
played  the  fame  part  in  the  Order  of  the 
Nobility  that  the  former  did  in  the  Order  of 
'  the  Clergy.  He  alfo  quitted  the  Aflembly 
about  the  fame  period,  from  the  fame  mo- 
tives, and  was  arrefl:ed  at  Cauflade  near 
Montauban,  almofl:  at  the  fame  time  that 
the  Abbe  was  arrefl:ed  at  Peronne ;  both 
one  and  the  other  were  men  of  great  cou- 
.      E  e  2  rage. 
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rage.  Pttidcnce  didatcd  to  them  what,  hi 
the  fame  cafe,  cowardice  would  have  dic- 
tated to  the  Abbe  Sieyes ;  his  departure 
would  have  been  a  Ihamcful  flight,  theirs 
was  a  prudent  retreat. 


CHAP^ 
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CHAPTER  XIIL 


Letters  from  the  EngUpi  Ambajfador'^ 
Mr.  Necker^s  Return — His  Speeches  to  the 
AJfembly  and  the  Municipality — Report 
qf  the  Committee  of  Conjlitutionj  Rights 
of  MaUj  &c. — The  King  gives  Notice  to 

f  the  AJfembly  of  the  Appointment  of  the 
new  Minijlers — Refolutions  of  the  j^th 
of  AuguJl-^Te  Deum — The  King  en- 
titled the  Reftorer  of  Liberty — A  Medal 
decreed — Artifice  fuccefsfully  employed 
to  prevail  upon  the  Deputies  of  the 
Clergy  to  confent  to  the  Abolition  of 
Tithes — The  King*s  Mejfage  refpeEting 
the  Commotions  and  general  Diforder--^ 
speeches  of  theMinifiers — Mr.  Necker 
propofes  a  Loan  of  thirty  Millions^  hearr 
ing  Five  per  Cent.  Interejl — The  AJfembly 
Ec  3  agree^ 
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agree,  but  reduce  the  Inter ejh  to '  Four^ 
and-a-half- — Municipalities  charged  with 
the  re-ejlablijhment  of  public  tranquil- 
lity— Treacherous  and  Jlanderous  Pro- 
clamation— Addrefs  prefentedto  the  King 
by  the  AJfembly  on  his  Majejifs  Feflival 
— Debate  upon  the  Veto. 

1  HE  People  are  an  unmanageable  inftriu 
ment,  and  their  impetuofity  is  never  proper, 
tionate  to  the  purpofe  of  thofe  by  whona 
they  are  ufed ;  but  whatever  be  their  devia- 
tions, they  are  always  infinitely  lefs  to  blame 
than  the  men  who  put  them  into  motion 
without  having  a  fufKcient  power  at  com-, 
mand  to  diredt  them. 

The  facftious,  whofe  deteftable  manoeuvres 
had  excited  a  general  infurredlion  throughout 
'  France,  being  themfelves  frightened  at  the 
many  enormous  crimes  the  people  com-! 
mitted,  dreaded  left  a  general  cry  of  indig- 
nation Ihould  mark  them  out,  and  flattered 
tbemfelves  to  avert  ftom  their  own  heads  the 
refponfibility  with  which  they  were  threat- 
ened, by  caufing  it  to  be  reported  by  their 
Journalifts  that  the  diforder  and  commotions 
which  agitated  the  kingdom  were  fomented 
by  the  agents  of  the  Englifh  Government. 

This 
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This  atrocious  calumny  foon  gained  fo  much 
credit,  that  the  Engliih  Ambaflador  thought 
proper  to  refute  it  officially,  and  in  confc- 
qucnce  fent  the  following  letter  to  M.  de 
Montmorin,  requefting  him  to  communicate 
it  to  the  Aflembly  :    * 

'*  Paris,  July  26, 1789. — Sir,  it  has  reached 
my  ears  from  feveral  quarters,  that  attempts 
are  made  to  infinuate  that  my  Court  has  in 
fome  degree  fomented  the  commotions  that  for 
fome  time  paft  have  agitated  this  Capital;, 
that  it  is  taking  advantage  of  this  crifis  to 
^rm  againft  France,  and  even  that  a  fleet  is 
upon  the  coafts  for  the  purpofe  of  co-operatr 
ing  with  a  party  of  malcontents.  Thou^ 
thefe  reports  are  altogether  deftitute  of  foun- 
dation, they  appear  to  me  to  have  made  an 
impreffion  upon  the  National  Aflembly  ;  and 
the  National  Courier,  which  publifhes  the 
proceedings  of  the  •  Sittings'  of  the  23d  and 
24th  of  this  month,  throws  out  fufpicions 
which  pain  me  the  niore  as  you,  Sir,  know 
jbow  far  my  Court  is  from  defcrving  them. 

**  Your  Excellency  will  remember  feve* 
ral  converfations  which  I  had  with  you  in 
the  beginning  of  Jurc  lafl :  the  lliocking 
plot  which  had  been  pjx)pofcd  relative  to  the. 
jport  of  Ereft,  .thp  e^gerrjefs  I  ftlt  to  put  the 
•  Ee  4  King 
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King  and  his  Miniftcrs  upon  their  guard, 
the  anfwcr  of  my  Court,  which  fo  fully  cor^ 
refponded  with  my  own  fentimcnts,  and 
which  rejedled  with  horror  the  propofal 
made  to  it ;  laflly,  the  aiTuranc^s  of  attach? 
ment  which  it  repeated  to  the  King  and  the 
Nation,  You  then  informed  me  how  much 
fatisfadlion  hi$  Majefty  felt  upon  that  oc^ 
cafion. 

**  As  my  Court  has  it  infinitely  at  heart 
to  preferve  the  good  harmony  fubfifting  be* 
tween  the  two  Nations,  and  to  remove  all 
fufpicion  to  the  contrary,  I  requeft  you.  Sir, 
to  make  this  letter  known  without  delay  to 
the  Prefident  of  the  National  Aflembly. 
You  are  fenfible  how  very  important  it  is  to 
me  that  juftice  be  done  to  my  conduct  and 
to  that  of  my  Court,  and  to  dcftroy  the 
cfFedl  of  the  infidious  infinuations  which 
have  been  fpread. 

**  It  is  of  infinite  confequence  that  the 
National  Aflembly  ihould  know  my  fenti- 
ments,  that  they  (hould  do  juftice  to  tjiofe 
of  my  Country,  and  to  the  frank  conduct  it 
has  eyer  maintained  towards  France  fince  I 
have  had  the  honour  of  being  its  organ, 

**  I  have  it  the  more  at  heart  that  you 
fliould  not  lofe  a  fingle  moment  in  taking 

thefc 
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thcfe  ftcps,  as  I  owe  it  to  my  own  chara^er, 
to  my  country,  and  to  the  Englifli  who  are 
here,  to  take  care  that  no  farther  refledions 
of  this  kind  be  caft  upon  them*.  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c. — Signed,  Dorset/* 

In  the  letter  which  M.  de  Montmarin  fent 
with  the  Duke  of  Dorfefs^  he  declared, 
«*  That  the  Englifh  Ambaflador  had  in  a 
perfonal  eonverfation  informed  him,  in  the 
beginning  of  June,  of  a  plot  againft  Breft ; 
that  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  it  had  re- 
quefted  fuccours  for  the  expedition,  and  an 
afylum  in  England;  that  the  Ambaffador 
not  having  been  able  to  give  him  any  inteK 
ligence  by  which  the  authors  of  the  projecS: 

^  The  Duke  of  Dorfet^  having  fcnt  an  account  of  the 
ftep  he  had  taken  to  his  Court,  was  fpecially  authorifed 
♦'  to  renew  to  M.  de  Montmoririy  in  the  moft  pofitive 
terms,  the  aflurances  of  the  ardent  defire  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty  and  his  Minifters  to  cultivate  and  fupport  the 
friendfliip  and  harmony  which  were  happily  fubfifting 
between  the  two  Nations.*' 

Such  were  the  contents  of  the  fecond  letter  which  the 
Duke  of  Dorjet  wrote  on  the  3d  of  Auguft  to  M.  de 
M^ntmoriny  and  which  he  requcfted  him  to  communicate 
to  the  Affembly.  The  year  following  the  fame  aflTur- 
ances  were  repeated  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Fitt  to  M,  de  Calonnej  who 
was  then  in  England,  and  who  fent  the  letter  to  the  King, 
(Appendix,  No.  viiiij , 

couM 


382  ANNALS.  OF    THE.     {JvLYiyBg. 

could  be  traced,  who  he  protefted  were 
abfolutel)r  unknown  to  him,  every  inquiry 
that  could  be  made  on  grounds  fo  uncertain 
had  proved  fruitlefs ;  but  that  the  Minifter 
of  the  Navy  [Af.  de  la  Luzerne)  had  given 
orders  to  the  Commander  at  Breft  to  ufe 
every  precaution  poflible,  and  the  ftridcft 
vigilance/* 

Thefe  letters  were  greatly  applauded,  and 
the  Prefident  was  charged  to  write  to  M.  de 
Montmorin,  and  exprefs  the  fatisfadtion  of 
the  Aflembly*. 

At  the  fame  Sitting,  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  a  plan  of  Conftitution 
prefented  the  firft  part  of  their  work,  con- 
fifting  of  two  chapters,  to  the  Affembly : 
the  firft  was  the  Declaration  of  the  Rights  of 
Man  and  of  a  Citizen ;  the  other  eftabliftied 

*  It  is  not  the  only  time  that  the  offer  of  delivering  up  . 
Breft  has  been  made  to  England  fince  the  Revolution. 
I  have  myfelf  had  perfonal  proof,  as  I  have  related  in 
my  Private  Memoirs,  (Vol.  II.  page  130.)  that  it  was 
repeated  in  1794  ;  not  by  Royalijisj  Vendeans^  or  ChouanSy 
but  by  a  villain  whom  the  Republic  and  the  patriotifm 
of  the  times  reckoned  among  their  ftauncheft  chiefs. 
The  Britifh  Government  has  always  generoufly  re- 
pelled thofe  infamous  propofals :  it  belongs  but  to  a 
Robefplerrey  and  his  worthy  followers,  to  fecurc  fuccefe 
by  crimes. 

the 
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the  principles  of  the  French  Government. 
They  were  both  highly  applauded ;  and  the 
Afleihhly  ordered  them  to  be  printed,  and 
fiibmitted  to  the  examination  of  the  differ- 
ent committees  into,  which  their  Members 
were  divided.  ^ 

Mr.  Neckcr  arrived  at  Verfailles  on  the 
28th  of  July,  and  going  next  day  to  the 
Affembly,  defired  to  be  introduced,  in  order 
to  offer  the  homage  of  his  refpe^  and  gratis 
tude  to  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation. 
He  entered  amidft  the  loudeft  applaufes  and 
acclamations,  and  fpoke,  or  rather  flammered 
put  with  extreme  emotion,  the  two  following 
fentences ;     , 

**  Mr.  Prefident,  I  come  eagerly  to  ex- 

**  prefs   to   this   augufl  Affembly   my    re- 

♦*  fpe(Sful  gratitude  for  the  marks  of  inte-» 

♦*  refl    and   of   goodnefs   they   hgivc   been 

**  pleafed  to  fhow   me*     They  have  thus 

^*  laid  Weighty  duties  upon  me;  and  it  is 

♦  *  by  being  impreffed  by  their  fentiments ,  and 

^*  profiting  by  their  knowledge,  that  amid 

^*  circumflances  fo  dilBcult  I  can  hope  to 

^*  preferve  any  degree  of  courage.*' 

The 
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The  Prefident,  who  doubtlefs  had  no  cx-r 
pciftation  of  fo  laconic  an  harangue,  had  pre- 
pared a  much  longer  anfwer,  and  one  fo  full 
of  flattery,  that  Mr.  Neeker  himfelf  muft 
have  been  cloyed  with  it.  It  was  however 
exceedingly  applauded,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed*. 

It  was  for  the  Commune  of  Paris,  whi- 
ther he  repaired  the  day  following,  that  Mr. 
Neeker  had  referved  thofe  pompous  exprcf- 
iions  which  required  fuch  labour  to  bring 
forth,  that  when  he  had  finifhed  the  produc«t 
tion  of  this  famous  fp^feech-f-,  he  had  no  time 
left  to  prepare  another  like  it  for  the  National 
Aflembly. 

Long  and  many  harangues  upon  the  De- 
claration of  the  Rights  of  Man,  upon  the 
weighty  queflion  whether  it  IhouW  be  placed 
at  the  beginning  or  at  the  end  of  the  Confti- 
tution,  and  upon  the  fom^ation  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  Report  or  of  Inquiry^  occupied 
the  Aflembly  for  feveral  Sittings.  The  ne- 
ceflity   of  conftantly  attending  to  the  pre^ 

*  Speech  of  the  Prefident  of  the  Aflembly  in  rpp^y  to 
Mr.  'Neeker*,     See  Appendix,  No.  iv. 

t  Mr.  Necker^s  Speech  at  the  HoteUde'Ville  in  ftris. 
See  Appendix,  No.  v. 

tended 
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tended  plots  and  dangers  without  number 
with  which  the  Nation  was  threatened, 
ferved  as  a  pretext  for  this  inftitution,  which 
was-  fooh  rendered  formidable  by  the  moft 
odious  inquifition  and  moft  arbitrary  vex- 
ations* 

The  Affertibiy  thenlfelves,  alarmed  at  the 
multitude  and  loquacity  of  their  fpeakers^ 
began  to  be  afraid  that  the  Conftitution 
would  never  be  fettled,  from  the  length  of 
the  debates  tlwt  took  place  upon  every  arti- 
cle; and  this  apprehcniion  made  them  at 
firft  give  great  applaufe  to  a  motion  for 
ftopping*  every  perfon  who  had  fpoken 
five  minutes  :  for  this  purpofe  it  was  moved, 
that  the  Prefident  fliould  keep  a  five-minute- 
glafs  on  his  defk.  This  motion,  which  was 
made  by  a  Deputy  of  the  name  of  Bouche, 
a  circumftance  one  would  have  fuppofed 
enough  in  itfelf  to  have  turned  it  into  ridi- 
cule, was  very  ferioufly  oppofed  by  Target 
and  others.  It  was  .  curious  enough  to 
fee  this  AfTembly,  with  the  pretenfion  of 
being  the  moft  auguft  in  the  world,  fpend- 

♦  Fermez  la  bouche  a  tout  opinartt^^Xo  fliut  the  fpcaker's 
mouth :  the  Mover's  name  happened  to  be  equivocal 
with  the  mouth. 
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ing  hours  on  the  queftion,  whether  their 
members  fhould  or  lliould  not  have  the 
liberty  of  fpeaking  more  than  five  minutes. 
At  length,  after  much  debating,  the  caufe  of 
eloquence  or  of  loquacity  gained  a  complete 
triumph.  It  was  refolved,  that  a  double  lift 
of  thofe  members  who  wiflied  to  fpeak  for 
or  againft  a  motion  fliould  be  made,  and  that 
each  Jhould  fpeak  in  his  turn.  A  refolu- 
tion  no  doubt  very  reafbnable,  but  not  eafily 
'to  be  adhered  to  in  that  Affembly. 

One  of  the  iirft  objedts  to  which  Mr. 
Necker  had  to  attend,  was  the  filling  up  of 
the  vacant  places  in  the  Adminiftration.  It 
was  prudent  to  appoint  only  fuch  perfons  as 
were  agreeable  to  the  AfTembly,  and  the 
fureft  means  of  doing  that,  was  to  choofc 
them  among  the  moft  popular  of  its  own 
members.  To  this  character  the  Archl)i(hop 
of  Bourdeaux  added  that  of  being  Mr. 
Necker's  partiqular  friend,  and  the  merit  of 
having  offered  himfelf  eagerly  to  the  AfTem- 
bly to  run  after  that  Minifler  with  the 
King*s  letter,  which  was  to  recall  him,  and 
the  Prefident's,  which  invited  him  to  yield  to 
the  wifhes  of  the  Nation  and  its  Reprefen- 
tatives.  That  commifTion  the  AfTembly 
thought  would  be  more  properly  executed 
2  by 
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by .  the  clerk  Du  Frefne  St.  Leon ;  but  the 
Archbifhop^s  extraordinary  officioufnefs  did 
not  the  lefs  deferve  to  be  rewarded,  and  the 
place  of  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  vacant  by  the 
refignation  6f  M.  Barentin^  and  to  which  the 
futvivorftiip  of  the  office  of  Chancellor*  was 
attached,  was  bellowed  upon  him. 

Mr. 

*  The  place  of  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  which  when 
feparate  from  that  of  the  Chancellor  was  always  held  in 
commiffion,  had  been  a  fecond  time  created  a  diftinft 
office  in  1774  in  favour  of  Af.  de  Miromenily  at  the 
period  of  the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  Parliament  of 
Paris,  who,  ,on  account  of  that  circumftance,  con- 
fented  to  regifler  the  Edidl  which  revived  it,  and  which 
attached  to  it  the  furvivorfliip  of  that  of  Chancellor,' 
conformably  to  the  KdiA  of  1551,  by  which  this  office 
of  Keeper  of  the  Seals  had  been  originally  creatfed  a 
diftin£l  one,  in  favour  of  Cardinal  John  Bertrandy  one 
of  my  great-uhcles*  At  the  death  of  Henry  II.  his  fuc- 
ceflbr  Francis  II .  took  the  Seals  from  Cardinal  Bertrandy 
to  reftore  them  to  the  Chancellor  Olivier y  who  had  con- 
tinued in  difgrace  during  the  preceding  reign  ;  but  Car- 
dinal Bertrand  returned  the  Seals  to  the  King,  without 
giving  in  the  refignation  of  his  office,  and  was  fent  Am- 
baflador  to  Venice.  When  the  Chancellor  O/mVr  died, 
Michael  de  VHopital  was  appointed  in  his  place,  upon 
the  refignation  which  Cardinal  Bertrand  then  confented 
.to  make:  from  his  great  age  and  infirmities  he  could 
not  undertake  the  journey  from  Venice  to  Paris.  Still 
he  might  have  refufed  his  refignation,  and  in  that  cafe 
the  King  could  only  have  given  Michael  de  VHopital  a 

fimple 
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Mr.  Necktr  feizcd  this  occafion  to  intro- 
duce the  cuftom  of  fubmitting  the  appoint* 
meat  of  the  Minifters  to  the  Aflcmbljr  for 

fimple  commifTion  as  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  revokablc  at 
pleafurc.  fHiJ}.  des  CbaHceliers  de  France^  by  DuchefncJ 
It  might  have  been  the  fatne  with  the  fucceflbrs  of  M. 
de  Miromtml^  if  at  the  time  of  his  difgrace  he  had  con- 
fined himfelf,  like  Cardinal  Berirandy  to  returning  the 
Seals  without  giving  in  his  refignation ;  but  he  con- 
tented himfcU  with  obferving  to  M.  de  Montmorin^ 
who  demanded  it  of  him,  that  he  had  a  right  to  refufe 
it,  and  that  he  complied  only  to  give  the  King  a  new 
proof  of  his  refpedl  and  obedience.  AL  de  Lamoignon^ 
who  fucceeded  him,  having  alfo  given  in  his  refigna- 
tion, M.  de  Barentln  was  advanced  to  the  office.  He, 
at  the  period  of  his  retreat,  might  ftill  more  cafily  than 
M,  de  Miromenilhzve  merely  delivered,  the  Seals  without 
giving  in  his  refignation,  as  the  King  did  not  afk  it  of 
him.  He  was  no  doubt  apprehenfive  that  by  not  re- 
figning  he  might  increafe  the  embarraffoicnt  of  the  cri- 
tical fituation  to  which  his  Majefty  was  reduced,  and 
his  condufl:  on  the  occafion  is  therefore  praifeworthy ; 
but  the  confequence  was,  that  the  Archbifliop  of  Bour-' 
deaux  became  regularly  inverted  with  the  office  of 
Keeper  of  the  Seals  and  the  furvivorfhip  attached  to  it* 
There  is  no  doubt  but  that  he  would  have  been  Chancel- 
lor if  that  office  had  become  vacant  during  his  adminiflra- 
lipn,  and  if  the  Aflcmbly  had  not  fupprefled  that  great 
office  of  the  crown,  and  fubftituted  in  its  place  the 
Keeper  of  the  Seals  of  France.  Allowing  the  fuppref- 
fion  to  be  valid,  the  Chancellor  Maupeou^  who  died  in 
the  month  of  Auguft  1792,  furvived  the  office  about 
two  years. 

their 
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their  fanftion,  or  at  leaft  their  approbation ; 
in  order  that  thofe  who  were  honoured  witk 
their  efte'em  and  favour  fliould  in  fiiture  be 
fafe  :from  all .  Court  intrigues .  He  might  by 
thefe  means  have  fecured  a  perpetuity  in  his 
office,  were  not  popular  confidence  ilill  more 
verfatile  than  the  favour  of  Kings.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  Mr.  Necker  perfuaded  the  King 
to  write  the  following  letter  to  the  Aflembly, 
to  inform  them  of  the  appointoient  of  the 
new  Minifters : 

/*  Gentlemen,  I  think  it  correfpondent 
to  the  fentiments  of  confidence  which  fhould 
reign  between  us,  to  acquaint  you  myfelf 
with  the  manner  I  have  filled  the  vacant 
places  of  my  Miniftry.     ^  .      ,^/ 

**  I  have  given  the  Seals  to  the  Arch- 
bifliop  of  Bourdeaux fZnd  the  Lift  of  Bene- 
fices to  the  Archbifhop  of  Fienne^.  J  have 
appointed  M.  de  la  Tour-du-Pin-PrnMn 

.  *  The  Keeper  of  the  Lift  of  Benefices  poUefle^  an 
immenfe  patronage  in  the  Church,  his  oJ^ce  being  to 
attend  to  the  .vacancjes  of  every  kind,  and  to  recommend 
proper  perfons  to  the  King  t6  fupply  them.  The  Arch- 
biftiops  or  Bifliops  heretofore  appointed  to  this  place 
were  in  that  guality  neither  Secretaries  of  State  nor 
Minifters,  and  confequently  not  in  the  King*^  Council • 
The  union  of  thefe  was  granted  to  the  popularity  of  the 
Archbiftiop  of  Fienne.  The  Revolution  gained  more  by 
it  than  Religion  did. 

Vol.  I.  F  f  Minifter 
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Miniftcr  of  the  War  Department ;  and  Mar- 
,  flxal  Beauvau*  one  of  my  Council. 

**  The  nominaticxi  of  my  Minifters  from 
the  Aflcmfcly  itfelf,  evinces  my  defire  of 
maintaining  the  moft  conihint  and  moft 
amicable  harmony  with  it/* 

TTiis  letter  produced  the  warmeftapplaufe; 
the  Aflembly  caufed  it  to  be  read  a  fecond 
time,  and  unanimoufly  voted  an  addrefs  of   ' 
thanks  to  the  King,  in  gratitude  for  fo  affeft- 
ing  a  mark  of  his  confidence. 

The  Evening  Sitting  of  the  fame  day  of- 
fered a  fcenc  as  remarkable  for  its  extrava- 
gance, as  important  in  its  confequences. 
This  hotaumal  Sitting  is  too  famous  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  Revolution  to  be  pafled  over 
without  giving  fome  particulars  of  it. 

In  the  Sitting  of  the  preceding  day,  the 
Committee  of  Report  had  ftated  to  the  Af- 
fembly,  that  letters  and  memorials  received 
from  all  the  Provinces  proved  that  **  pro- 
perty of  every  nature  was  every  wheire  the 
prey  of  the  moft  atrocious  plunderers,  and 
that  throughout  the  country  the  houfes  were 
burnt,  the  convents  deftroyed,  and  the  farms 
'given  up  to  pillage.      Impofts,  feigneurial 

t  An  old  friend  and  conftatit  admirer  of  Mr,  Neciers. 

fervices, 


i 
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fervices,  all/*  gddf4  the  Reporter  of  t^f 
ComiTiittee,  {Scblofnonj  an  advocate  of  Oi# 
leans)  **  all  is  annihifeted;  thp  Lgws  are 
without  force,  the  Magiftrates  without  au- 
thority ;  and  Jufticc  h  no  longer  byt  a  plian- 
toq^,.  which  it  is  vain  to  feek  in  the  Courts.** 

As  a  remedy  to  ail  thefe  diforders,  the 
Committee  of  Report  propofed  the  plan  of 
a  Declaration  which  was  not  fatisfatSory  to 
the  Aflembly ;  but  after  much  debating  thw 
adoptpd  the  chief  poipts  pf  it,  and  ordered  % 
new  one  of  the  fame  tenor  to  be  drawn  up, 
p^d  prefented  to  them  the  next  day,  A^- 
guft4,  at  the  Evening  Sitting. 

The  Afl^cnibly  did  not  meet  till  eigjif 
o'clock,  and  began  with  hearing  the  new 
plan  of  a  Declaration  read.  It  referred  to  thf 
ancient  laws,  **  as  flill  fubfifting  and  to  b^ 
adhered  to,  until  the  authority  of  the  Natip^ 
^ould  have  abrogated  or  modified  them :  ji^t 
-declared  that  the  impoft s,  as  they  were,  ihoul^ 
continue  to  be  received,  accor^^g  to  thf 
Refolution  of  the  17th  of  June  laft,  Ujntil  the 
Affembly  fhould  have  eftabliftied  copt^bw- 
lions  and  forms  lefs  burdenfome  to  the  Peo- 
ple t  that  all  ufual  rents  and  fervices  flipuld 
\k  difcharged  as  before,  until  it  ()iould  be 
pjhcrwi/g  ordered:  andlgdlly,  jthal  the  lijiws 

F  f  2  piadc 
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made  for  the  fecurity  of  perfons  and  pro- 
perty (hould  be  univerfally  refpcded.  By 
the  concluding  article  it  was  ordered,  that 
the  Declaration  ftiould  be  fent  into  all  the 
Provinces,  and  that  the  parifh  priefts  fliould 
be  defired  to  make  it  known  to  their  pa- 
rifhioners,  and  recommend  the  obfervance  of 
it  to  them/' 

-  To  appreciate  difpofitions  fo  wife,  it 
Would  have  been  neceffary  that  reafon  and 
cool  fenfe  (hould  have  prevailed  at  this  Sit- 
ting ;  but  thcfe  were  not  fuited  to  the  crowd 
of  young  modifli  Legiflators,  whofe  petulant 
patriotifm  had  been  heightened  by  the  fumes 
of  wine  and  a  hearty  dinner.  The  Decla- 
ration appeared  to  them  infufficient,  and 
they  rofe  almoft  all  at  once  to  oppofe  it.  Iti 
their  opinion,  the  only  means  of  re-eftabli(h- 
ing  tranquillity  was  to  begin  by  fatisfying 
the  People:  they  fpoke  of  them  as  of  a 
juftlyiexafperated  Divinity,  who  was  to  be 
^ppeafed  -enly  by  facrifices.  '^  This  good 
**  People,*'  faid.the  Vifcount  de  Noailles 
with  emotion;  '*  thefe  Communities  have 
***  fet  forth  their  demands  :  it  is  not  a  Con*. 
**  ftitution  they  dcfire;  that  with  has  been 
**  exprefled  only  in  the  Bailiwicks.  What 
''  tben  do  they  aik  ?     An  equal  divifion  of 

f*  the 


Aug.  1789.3        FRENCH    DEVOLUTION.  393 

*'  the  taxes,  the  fuppreflion  of  ^ids,  the 
**  abolition  of  certain  feudal  rights,  the  re- 
'*  demption  or  exchange  of  others.  For 
**  near  three  months  paft  they  have  feen 
**  their  Reprefentatives  occupied  in  what^we 
**  call,  and  what  m  fad:  is,  public  bufinefs; 
**  but  public  bufinefs  appears  tp  them  to  re- 
**  late  more  immediately  to  fuch  things  as  they 
*  *  are  in  need  of,  and  which  they  ardiently  wifti 
**  to  obtain/*  He  concluded  with  moving, 
"  That  all  thefe  articles  be  decreed  before 
**  the  plan  of  a  Declaration  prefented  by  the 
*'  Committee  be  adopted/* 

The  Duke  d^Aiguillon  fecpnded  this  mo- 
tion with  fuch  pathetic  and  efficacious  elo- 
quence, that  the  AlTembly,  in  tears,  gave 
themfelves  up  entirely  to  the  delirium  of  la-, 
crifices.  At  the  fame  inftant  Deputies  of 
every  one  of  the  Or^er?  were  feen  rufhing  in 
crowds  towards  the  table,  to  be  the  firft  to 
make  their  offerings.  **  How  will  h  affed: 
**  the  feelings  of  every  Citizen,**  faid  a 
Member  of  the  Order  of  the  Nobility,  **  tp 
**  hear  that  the  Members  of  the  Communes 
'*  having  yefterday  folici^ed  the  attention  of 
♦'  the  National  AlTembly  to  prevent  the 
**  outrage?  committed  againft  the  perfons 
**,  and  property  of  the  Nobility,  the  Nobi- 
Ff3  -lity. 
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**  lity,  by  a  generous  return,  had  this  day 
•*  given  every  clafs  of  the  French  Nation  fo 
**  fignal  a  proof  of  their  patriotifm  and 
"  love  r 

The  feudal  rights  were  difHnguifhed  into 
real  and  perfonal.  The  latter,  and  thofe 
which  had  formerly  be6n  perfonal,  but  had 
been  redeemed  for  a  rent  in  com  or  fnoney,^ 
were  abolifhed  without  any  compenfation. 
All  the  real  rights  were  declared  redeemable, 
and  alfo  the  rights  of  Mortmain »  CourtSr 
Baron,  and  Impropriations  : — all  Seigneurial 
Jurifdi(!iions,  cxclufive  Right  of  Game, 
Warrens,  &c,  &c.  Were  fuppreffed.  A 
Mertiber  of  the  Nobility  then  rofe,  and  faid 
with  emotion,  *^*  Catullus  had  but  one  bird, 
**  and  he  could  do  no  more  than  oiFer  his 
"  bird:  fo  is  it  with  me,  I  have  nothing 
*•  elfe,  and  I  give  it  up;  as  pigeons  are 
**  hurtful  to  agriculture,  they  ought  to  be 
•'  deftroyed.*' 

The  Motion,  drawn  up  like  a  madrigal, 
paffed  unanirtioufly.  It  was  followed  by  a 
Decree,  without  the  flighteft  oppofition,  for 
the  equal  fupport  of  taxes  according  to  the 
abilities  of  thofe  who  paid  them,  the  gratui* 
tous  adminiftrationof  juftice,  the  abolition  of 
the  fale  of  places,  and  pf  all  pecuniary  pri- 
vileges 
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vilcges  and  exemptions,  the  reform  of  fran- 
chifes  and  peculiar  jurifdidlions,  and  for  the 
free  admiffion  of  every  Citizen  to  ecclefi* 
aftic,  civil  and  military  employments,  with- 
out any  diftindion  of  birth.  The  particular 
privileges  of  Provinces  and  Towns  were 
alfo  given  up  by  their  refpedive  Deputies, 
and  thofe  who  were  retrained  by  the  ftridt* 
nefs  of  their  inftrudtions  *faid  that  they 
would  write  to  their  Conftituents  to  folicit 
their  confent.  Provence  was  the  only  Pro* 
vince  for  which  any  claim  was  made.  Its 
privileges  had  at  firft  been  relinquifhed  by 
M.  d' Andre,  one  of  its  Deputies ;  but  they 
were  immediately  claimed  (in  the  name  of 
the  Members  deputed  from, that  Province) 
and  defended  by  the  Archbifliop  of  Atx, 
He  maintained  that  thofe  privileges  were  e£. 
fential  rights^  grounded  on  compaifts  and 
agreements^  the  abolition  of  which  could  be 
of  no  importance  to  the  reft  of  France,  as 
their  exigence  could  in  no  majnner  be  inju^ 
rious  to  the  other  provinces*  ^*  Tlie  quef- 
tion/'  faid  he,  *'  is  not  relative  to  taxation, 
but  to  certain  forms  fuited  to  the  difpo- 
fitions,  cuftoms,  and  manners  of  the  inha- 
bitants, and  which  only  tend  to  fupport  more 
cficdually  the  fafety  of  perfons  and  of  pro- 

F  f  4  pcrty; 
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perty;  they  arc  natural  rights  *  better  pre- 
ferv9d,  which  it  would  bejuft  to  make  com- 
mon to  the  whole  kingdom.  We  have  no 
authority  to  renounce  them  for  Provence,  and 
no  renunciation  could  be  valid  without  its 
fpecial  confent."  Thefe  remonllrances  were 
certainly  juft;  but  what  influence  could 
juftice  and  reafon  have  amidfl  thefe  patri- 
otic orgies,  in  which  the  mod  lawful  rights, 
confounded  with  the  greateft  abufes,  were  all 
indifcriminately  facrificed  on  the  altar .  of 
the  Country  J  or  rather  hurled  into  the  gulph 
of  the  Revolution? 

The  facrifices  made  by  the  Order  of  the 
Clergy  were  not  inferior  to  thofe  of  the 
Nobility.  Pluralities  were  forbidden ;  firfi- 
fruits,  and  the  right  to  the  profits  during 
vacancies,  were  fupprefled :  Parifh  Priefts 
gave  up  their  fees,  and  it  was  inftantly  de- 
creed, that  they  fhould  be  indemnified  by 
an  increafe  of  falary  for  a  competent  provi- 
fion,  and  in  die  manner  of  the  income  of 
Priefts  in  Towns.  It  was  laftly  decreed,  that 
. ecclefifliftical  tithes  (hould  be  fupprefled,,  and 
a  modus  cftabliflied  in  lieu  of  them.  It  was 
alfo  refolved,  thit  all  the  penfions  which  had 
been  granted  by  the  Crown  ifhould  be.fub- 
mitted  to  the  examination  of  the  Aflembly, 

that 
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that  they  might  fupprefs  thofc  that  had  been 
obtained  without  a  fufficient  claim,  artd  re- 
duce thofe  which  they  fhould  find,  rated  too 
high. 

As  foon  as  thefe  articles  were  all  decreed, 
the  Archbifliop  of,  Paris  moved,  that  the 
AiTembly  fhould  order  a  Te  Deum  to  be 
fung  ia  the  King's  Chapel  in  prefcnce  of  his 
•Majefly  and  the  Members  of  the  National 
Affembly.,  If  there  be  little  merit  in  return- 
ing thanks  to  the  Supreme  Being  for  the 
@ood.  h^  does  us, .  it  requires  a  great  flock  of 
.piety  to  thank  him  alfo  for  tl^e  evil  he  in- 
fli<5ls  upon  us ;  and  in  this  point  of  view  the 
Archbifhop*s  motion  could  not  but  be  very 
edifying,  and  it  was  adopted  unanimoufly. 

So  alfo  was  a  motion  of  a  different  nature, 
made  by  M.  de  Lally^  tlie  fubflancc  of 
which  is  as  follows,  and  will  give  a  jufl 
idea  of  the  enthufiafm  and  intoxication  with 
which -the  Aflfembly  was  overcome. 

**  Gentlemen,  amid  thefe  raptures,  amid 
'**  thefe  ecflafies  which  blend  all  our  fenti- 
**  ments,  all  our  wifhes,  all  our  fouls,  ought 
**  we  not  to  remember  the  King?  the  King 
**  who  has  convened  us,  although  the  Na- 
**  tional  Aflemblies  have  been  interrupted 
*  *  for  nearly  two  centuries ;  the  King  who 

•*  was 
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•*  was  the  firft  to  invite  us  to  the  happy 
*•  union  we  have  juft  completed ;  the  King, 
**  who  of  his  own  accord  has  relinquifhed 
**  all  the  rights  which  his  juft  ice  fuggefled 
^'  ought  not  to  be  retained ;  the  King,  ia 
**  Ihort,  who  has  thrown  himfelf  into  our 
^'  arms,  and  who  again  this  morning  offer- 
'*  ed  us,  and  requefted  from  us,  a  conftant 
•♦  and  friendly  confidence!  On  this  glorious 
•*  day  let  every  one  reap  his  reward,  let 
**  every  one  enjoy  his  happinefs;  may  the 
•*  public  happinefs  be  the  chief  rcfult  of 
*«  it !  May  the  union  of  the  King  and  Peo- 
**  pie  crown  the  union  of  all  the  Orders^ 
*•  of  all  the  Provinces,  and  of  all  the  Ci- 
**  tizens  1 

**  It  was  in  the  midft  of  the  States-Ge- 
•*  ncral  that  Louis  XII.  was  proclaimed 
**  Father  of  the  People;  I  move  that  in  the 
**  midft  of  this  National  Aflembly,  the  moft 
**  auguft  and  important  ever  convened, 
**  Louis  XVL  be  proclaimed  Rejiorer  of 
'*  French  Liberty.'^ 

This  Proclamation  was  immediately  made 
with  the  higheft  raptures  by  the  Aflembly 
and  all  the  fpe<5lators.  The  Hall  refounded, 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  with 

the 
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the    cries   of  ^*  Vive  le   RoiP'    "    Vive 
Louis  XVI,  reftorer  of  French  Liberty  !'* 

It  was  then  refolved,  that  a  medal  fhould 
be  ftruck,  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  fo 
glorious  a  day,  or  rather  of  fo  glorious  a 
night;  for  it  was^wo  in  the  morning  before 
the  Affembly  broke  up  this  famous  Sitting, 
in  which  all  the  rights  and  all  the  property 
of  the  Kingdom  were  confounded,  and  in- 
ftitutions  as  ancient  as  the  Monarchy,  ren- 
dered facred  by  ages  of  refpeft,  were  in  a 
moment  annihilated. 

I  was  not  prefent  at  this  Sitting,  but  one 
of  my  friends  who  attended,  related. to  me 
the  next  morning  what  had  pafled.  As  he 
fpoke  in  a  tone  too  ferious  for  me  to  fuppofe 
he  was  in  jeft,  I  began  fo  think  he  had  loft 
his  fenfes ;  but  I  foon  found  in  the  public 
papers  a  confirmation  of  the  particulars  he 
had  mentioned.  I  could  not  help  thinking 
that  I  was  reading  an  account  of  one  of  thofc 
frolics  fometimes  entered  into  by  wild 
young  fellows,  who,  after  •  pufliing  the- 
bottle  freely,  begin  to  break  their  glafles, 
decanters,  and  plates,  then  to  contend  who 
fhall  throw  the  moft  valuable  furniture  out 
of  the  window,  and  before  they  have  done 
leave  the  room  bare  j  but  who  next  day,  at 

fight 
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light  of  their  bill,  curfe  their  folly  while 
they  pay  for  the  things  deftroyed.  Unfor- 
tunately the  patriotic  frolic  of  the  4th  of 
Auguft  did  not  end  fo ;  it  ruined  millions  of 
individuals  who  had  no  fhare  in  it, -afed  en- 
riched nobody.  The  reducing  all  the  arti- 
cles then  decreed  into  a  formal  Adt  gave 
room  for  long  debates  in  the  following  Sit^ 
tings.  Our  fobered  legiflators  thought  they 
had  only  dreamt  what  they  had  too  furely 
decreed,  and  feveraljof  them  laboured  to  in- 
terpret and  give  a  turn  to  the  decrees  fo  as 
to  reduce  the  efFedt  of  them  confiderably ; 
but  the  terms  of  them  were  too  pofitive  to 
be  open  to  any  reftriftion  which  the  people 
would  admit.  The  only  article  they  found 
it  poffible  to  modify  was  that  which  ccm- 
demned  the  pigeons  to  death  or  emigration. 
The  exclufive  appropriation  of  flights  and 
dove-cotes  was  not  totally  fuppreffed;  but  it 
was  ordained,  that  the  pigeons  fhould  be 
Ihut  lip  at  periods  appointed  by  the  Com- 
munes, during  which  time  they  fhould  be 
confidered  as  all  other  kind  of  game,  and  lia- 
ble to  be  killed  as  fuch.  But  as  this  modifi- 
cation  did  not  take  place  for  eight-and- forty- 
hours  after  the  original  decree,  mofl  of  the 
dove-cotes  were  deftroyed  or  unftocked,  be- 
fore 
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fore  it  was  known,  otherwife  it  might,  per- 
haps, have  faved  fome  of  them  *. 

The  Nobility  and  Clergy  w/^re  treated 
much-  lefs  favourably  in  the  final  arrange- 
ment of  the  Decrees  of  the  4th  of  Auguft. 
The  fuppreffion  of  all  feudal  rents,  fer- 
Viccs,  and  fealty,  was  not  thought  fufficient ; 
to  this  article  was  added  the  entire  aboli- 
tion of  the  feudal  fyftem,  that  is — of  all 
rights  of  paramount,  precarious  feuds,  re- 

*  It  fliould  be  obfcrved  here,  that  fcarcely  any  of  the 
Decrees  of  the  Evening  Sitting  of  Aiiguft  4th  were  re- 
gularly paflfed.  Several  motions  which  the  acclama- 
tions, clapping,  and  vociferations  of  the  galleries  did 
not  fuffer  to  be  heard,  were  among  thofe  Decrees,  al- 
though, amidft  the  drcadfpl  turpult  that  prevailed,  it  was 
is  impoffible  for  the  Affcmbly  to  have  pafled  them,  as 
for  the  Secretaries  to  have  written  them.  This  was 
very  ftrenuoufly  infifted  upon  the  next  day  by  fcve- 
ral  of  the  members  of  the  Cote  Droit,  and  particularly 
by  M.  d*Eprefmenily  who  maintained  that  all  thofe  pre- 
tended Decrees  were  previoufly  drawn  up,  and  that  the 
Sitting  had  been  purpofely  opened  fo  late  to  convert  it 
into  a-no<5lurnaland  fcandalous  huddle,  the  more  cafily 
to  alter  the  proceedings  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  fquar^ 
with  the  plan  of  the  au^Jiors  of  this  manceuyrc.  Bn% 
the  Prefident  (ChapeVier)  and  the  Secretaries  boldly  af- 
ferted  that  all  thofe  Decrees  had  been  pafled,  and  the 
jnajority  of  the  Affembly,  thinking  tHemfelvcs  bound  by 
their  attcftation,  confirmed  this  work  of  darknefs  and 

delirium. 
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licfs,  fealty,  &c.  The  giticle  which  de- 
clared tithes  aboliftied,  became  the  fub»- 
jedt  of  a  long  and  noify  debate,  in  which 
the  Abbe  Sieyes  attempted  in  vain  to  de- 
monftrate  that  the  AiTembly,  having  once 
acknowledged  tithes  to  be  lawful  property, 
and  declared  them  redeemable,  could  not, 
without  glaring  inconfiftency,  declare  them 
not  redeemable,  that  is  to  fay,  to  give  in- 
demnities on  the  fuppreffion  of  appropriate 
tithes,  and  not  on  that  of  xommon  tithes, 
though  one  and  the  other  were  of  the  fame 
nature.  **  They  would  be  free/*  he  faid, 
••and  (pannot  be  juft.'*  Thefe  arguments, 
and  thofe  advanced  by  moft  of  the  defenders 
of  tithes,  were  uiianfwerable ;  nor  did  they 
receive  any  other  anfwer  than  clamours^  from 
the  galleries,  and  threats  uttered  by  the  jpo- 
pulace  againft  the  chief  members  of  the 
Clergy  as  they  left  the  AiTembly.  In  or- 
der to  put  an  end  to  their  debates,  which 
had  takeai  up  two  Sittings,  recourfe  was  had 
to  a  trick  which,  palpable  as  it  was,  was 
completely  fuccefsful.  About  a  fcore  of 
parifh  priefts,  three-fourths  of  whom  were 
not  in  the  receipt  of  tithes^  were  made 
to  fign  a  declaration,  by  which  they  entire- 
2  ly 
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ly  xelinquiflicd  to  the  Nation  their  right  to 
them.  During  the  debate  a  favourable  mo- 
ment was  dexteroufly  feized  to  make  ule  of 
this  paper.  The  applaufe  and  enthufiafm, 
whether  fincere  or  diflembled,  which  it  ex- 
cited, inftantaneouily  eled:rified  the  majority 
of  the  Clergy.  The  Bilhops,  Abbes  Com-^ 
mendataries,  and  Priefts,  Ihowed  equal  eager- 
ncfs  to  fign  this  Declaration,  left  for  that 
purpofe  on  the  table ;  and  the  Archbifliop  of 
Paris  confirmed  the  bufincfs  in  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  manner,  by  proclaiming,  in  the  name 
of  his  colleagues,  and  of  all  his  Clergy,  the 
relinquifhment  of  all  ecclefiaftical  tithes  to 
the  Nation.  ''  Let  the  Gofpel  be  publilh- 
•*  ed/'  added  he,  "  let  divine  worfliip  be 
•'  celebrated  with  decency  and  dignity ;  let 
•*  the  churches  be  provided  with  virtuous 
**  and  zealous  paftors,  and  above  all,  let 
**  the  poor  be  comforted.  To  fuch  pur- 
**  pofes  are  our  tithes  appointed,  fuch  is 
•*  the  objedt  of  our  wiflies,  the  aim  and 
••  end.  of  our  Miniftry.  Wie  truft  in  the 
**  National  Aflembly,  and  we  do  not  doubt 
**  that  they  will  provide  us  with  the  means 
•*  of  accomplifliing  worthily,  objeds  fo  im- 
•♦  portant  and  fo  facred/*    It  was  iii  confe- 

quence 
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quence  decreed,  that  tithes  of  every  nature, 
aad  rents  fubftituted  for  them,  &c.  fhould 
be  aboliflied,  fubjed:,  neverthelefs,  to  the. 
confidcration  in  what  other  manner  provi-: 
fion  fliould  be  made  for  the  maintaining  tff 
divine  worfliip,  for  the  fupport  qf  its  Mi^ 
niftcrs,  for  the  comfort  of  the  poor,  for  the 
repairing  and  re-building  of  churches,  &c. 

Thus  was  annulled  this  patrifirchal  tribute,: 
the  moft  ancient  and  venerable  among  men ; 
thus  was  broken  the  link  which  united  th^ 
hopes  of  the  earth. to  the  favours  of  Heaven, 
the  interefl:  of  the  prieft  to  the  profperity  of 
the  peafant,  the  hymns  and  prayers  of  every 
age  to  the  flowers  and  fruits  of  every  fea- 
fon*.     .  ,.'-.' 

The  difcuflion  refpe(5ling  the  drawing  u;p 
of  the  Decrees  of  the  4th  of .  Auguft  was 
interrupted  in  the  Sitting  of  the  7th  by  the^ 
entrance  of  all  the  Minifters,  who  were  fent 
by  the  King  '*  to  repofe  in  the  bofom  of  the 
Aflembly  the  anxieties -with  which  his  Ma- 
jefty  V  paternal  heart  was  agitated.'*  It  was 
thus  that  the  Archbilhop  of  Baurdeaux  in- 
troduced the  meflage.     He  painted  as  truly 

*  Journal  de  RivaroJ, 
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as  energeticaHy  the  deplorable  ftate  to  which 
France  was  reduced;  the  unbridled  licentiouf- 
nefs  of  the  times,  the  law$:  without  force,  the 
forms  of  juftice  ^icglcdled,  and  force  and  ar- 
bitrary profcriptipns  fubftituted ;  property  in- 
vaded in  all  the  provinces,  incendiaries  Ravag- 
ing the  habitations  of  the  inhabitants,  the  afy- 
lums  of  piety  violated,  induftry  and  com- 
merce fufpended,  terror  and  defolation  fpread 
throughout  the  Kingdom.  *'  A  wife  and 
**  excellent  Conftituticwi,**  added  he,  **  is 
^*  and  ought  (o  be  the  fureft  and  moft  fer- 
tile principle  of  the  happinefs  of  this 
'*  Empire,  JHis  Majefty  waits  the  refult  of 
**  your  labours  with  the  moft  ardent  impa- 
**  tience,  and  has  expreflly  commiffi<Mied  us 
**  to  urge  you  to  accelerate  them :  but  cir- 
**  cumftances  require  precautions  and  cares 
•*  of  more  immediate  and  adlive  efFe(5l ;  they 
**  require  that  you  fhould  take  the  prompteft 
**  meafures  for  fuppreffing  the  rage  for 
^*  plunder,  and  the  reliance  on  impunity  ; 
'*  that  you  fliould  reftore  to  public  authority^ 
**  the  influence  it  has  loft :  the  power  which 
**  you  fhall  enforce  will  never  be  dangerous, 
*'  but  armed  diforder  will  become  fo  more 
**  and  more  every  day.** 

Vol.  I.  Gg  To 
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To  this  picture  Mr.  Nicker,  who  fpoke 
next,  added  that  of  an  empty  treafury,  dcca-»» 
fioned  By  the  delay  of  the  payment  of  the? 
taxes,  by  the  pillage  of  the  offices,  by  the 
difperfion  of  the  regifters,  and  by  fmug- 
gling,  which  was  carried  on  with  open 
force  in  feveral  provinces.  He  demonftrated 
the  neceffity  of  immediately  engaging  a 
loan  of  thirty  millicms,  to  fupply  unavoida-^ 
ble  expences,  and  the  moft  preffing  wants^ 
only  for  two  months,  which  he  ftated  to  be 
fufficient  time  for  the  Aflembly  *^  to  have 
**  finifhed,  or  at  leaft  to  have  confiderably 
♦•  advanced,  the  great  labours  in  which  they 
*'  were  engaged,  and  from  which  would  re- 
•*  fult  a  permanent  order  fuch  as  the  Na- 
^*  tion  had  a  right  to  expedt  from  the  en- 
•*  lightened  zeal  of  their  Reprefentatives, 
**  and  the  juft  and  beneficent  intentions  of 
**  the  King/' 

He  did  not  deny  that  amid  fo  much  com- 
motion the  fuccefs  of  this  loan  **  was  very 
**  uncertain,  notwithftanding  the  generous 
**  and  patriotic  fentiments  which  ought  to 
**  fupport  it,  and  although  the  firft  loan  fe- 
«*  cured  by  the  Reprefentatives  of  a  Nation 
.  **  the  moft  attached  to  th«  laws  of  honour, 

*•  and 
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**  and  the  richeft  in  Europe,  offered  mo- 
**  ncyed  men  an  opportunity  of  laying  out 
"  their  capitals  free  from  any  real  ap- 
**  prehenfion/* 

He  propofed  ift,  to  fix  the  intereft  of 
this  loan  fimply  at  five  per  cent.  2dly,  That 
it  (hould  be  payable  at  the  period  to  be  named 
by  each  lender,  at  the  next  feffions  of  the 
States-General.  3dly,  That  the  payment 
fhould  be  made  the  firft  charge  in  the  ar- 
rangements to  be  taken  for  the  eftablifliment 
of  a  finking  fund.  4thly,  That  a  lift  of  the 
fubfcribers  to  this  patriotic  loan  fhould  be 
delivered  to  the  AfTembly,  and  entered  on 
their  Journals. 

So  nxany  lures  brought  forward  to  enfure 
fuccefs  for  a  miferable  loan  of  thirty  mil- 
lions, fufficiently  indicated  the  annihila- 
tion of  public  credit,  and  the  opinion  Mr. 
Necker^  who  was  in  a  fituation  to  form  a 
better  judgment  than  any  other  perfon,  enter- 
tained of  it.  The  credit  of  a  Government 
never  furvives  its  power,  and  the  power  of 
the  French  Government  no  longer  exifted. 
The  AfTembly  intended  to  have  made  them- 
fclves  mafters  of  it,  but  they  could  only  ef- 
fed:  its  difTolution :  their  own  confifted  in 
the  ability  of  deftroying ;  and  that  kind  of 

G  g  2  power. 
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power,  however  extenfive  it  be,  is  not  at 
all  in  favour  of  credit — a  truth  that  foon 
proved  itfelf.      The  Aflfembly,    perfuaded 
that  any  loan  opened  under  their  fandion 
could  not  require  any  great  advantages  to  he 
offered  to  the  lenders,  after  a  debate  of  two 
days  *  voted  the  loan  demanded  by  Mr. 
Necker;  but,  far  from  adopting  the  terms 
propofed  by  him,  they  rated  the  intercft  at 
four-and-a-half  per  cent,  without  fixing  any 
time  for  the  payment  of  the  capital  f.  The 
confequence  was,  that  it  was  impoiTible  to 
fill  the  fubfcription  for  this  loan,  that  they 
Were  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  means  infi- 
nitely more  burdenfome,  and  very  foon  to 
the  moft  difkflrous  ©f  all — Affinals . 

*  In  this  debate  the  Clergy  offered,  by  the  Archbifliop 
of  Aix,  to  undertake  this  loan<  and  to  mortgage  all 
ecclefiaftical  property  for  the  payment  of  the  intereft 
and  alfo  the  principal.  But  this  offer  was  too  great  an 
obftacle  to  the  views  of  the  fattious  and  jobbers  to  be 
accepted. 

t  In  the  Sitting  of  the  27th  of  Auguft>  the  Affembly^ 
finding  that  the  lubTcriptions  to  this  loan  amounted  to  no 
more  than  2,600,000  livtes,  declared  it  clofed,  and,  on 
Mr.  Necker' s  propofal,  voted  a  new  loan  of  eighty  mil- 
lions, half  in  moneys  and  half  in  public  bills,  upon  the 
conditions  mentioned  by  the  Minifter  of  Finance.  This 
lo»n  fucceeded  no  better  than  the  former. 

Nor 
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Nor  was  the  Aflembly  more  fortunate  in 
the  choice  of  their  meafures  for  fuppreffing 
the  diforder  and  robberies  that  defolated 
France.  Inftead  of  re-eftablifhing  public 
authority  upon  its  ancient  bafis,  and  reftor- 
jng  to  it  the  influence  it  had  loft,  they 
inveftcd  the  Municipalities  with  all  the 
-powers  heretofore  exercifed  in  the  higher 
affairs  of  the  police  by  the  Commanders  of 
the  Provinces,  by  Commiflioners  of  Appeal, 
and  by  the  Parliaments ;  and  to  the  fole  vi^- 
gilance  of  the  Municipal  Officers,  all  excel- 
lent patriots  in  the  fenfe  of  the  Revolution, 
they  confided  the  care  of  rdftoring  and  main- 
taining public  tranquillity.  They  authorifed 
them  to  employ  for  that  purpofe  the  Na- 
tional militia,  who  obeyed  their  Comman- 
der  only  when  he  regulated  his  orders  by 
their  will ;  the  Marechauffee,  who  were  cau- 
tious how  they  obeyed  commands  difap- 
proved  by  the  National  militia;  and  the 
troops  of  the  line,  who  thinking  themfelves 
degraded  by  being  placed  under  Municipal 
Officers,  did  not  relifh  ading  in  obedience 
to  them.  This  was,  neverthelefs,  the  ex- 
tent of  the  Proclamation  which  was  voted 
according  to  the  eloquent  rcmonftrance  of 
the  Archbilhop  of  Bourdeaux.  The  prcr 
Gg3  amble 
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amble  of  the  Proclamation  is  not  Icfs  re- 
markable for  the  malicious  and  falfe  infinu- 
ations  it  contains,  than  for  the  fadts  it 
dates.  The  beginning  is  literally  as  fol- 
lows : 

**  The  National  Affembly,  confidering 
*•  that  the  enemies  of  the  Nation,  having 
•*  loft  the  hope  of  preventing  the  public  re- 
**  generation  and  eftablifhment  of  Liberty 
**  by  the  force  of  Defpotifm,  appear  to  have 
**  conceived  the  criminal  projed:  of  attain- 
•*  ing  the  fame  end  by  the  means  of  difor- 
**  dcr  and  anarchy;  that  they  have,  among 
"  other  expedients,  at  the  fame  jundlure, 
**  and  almoft  on  the  famq  day,  caufed  falfe 
**  alarms  to  be  excited  in  the  difierent  pro- 
**  vinces  of  the  Kingdom;  and  that  by 
**  falfe  reports  of  inroads  and  pillage  they 
**  have  given  rife  to  real  enormities  and 
**  crimes  which  attack  both  property  and 
**  perfons,  and  which,  difturbing  the  genc- 
**  ral  order  of  fociety,  deferve  the  fevereft 
**  punifliment;  that  thofe  men  had  carried 
**  their  daring  fpirit  to  fuch  a  length  as  to 
**  fpread  forged  orders  and  even  forged 
edidls  of  the  King,  which  have  fet  one 
part  of  the  Nation  againft  the  other,  at 
the  very  time  that  the  National  Aflembly 
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^^  were  pafling  the  moft  favourable  Decrees 
''  for  the  People-^-^" 

The  charge  of  employing  violent  means 
to  prevent  the  public  regeneration,  and  the 
cftablifhment  of  Liberty,  was  not  dired:ed 
againft  the  ruffians  who  were  engaged  in 
pillaging,  fetting  houfes  on  fire,  and  murder, 
but  levelled  at  the  Clergy,.  Nobility,  arid 
Magiftracy,  in  a  word  at  the  Arijlocrats ;  for 
that  title  carried  with  it  the  convidlion  of 
every  crime.  It  was  lilcewife  the  Ariftocrats 
whom  this  proclamation  accufed  of  fabri*. 
eating  forged  orders  and  forged  edifts  of 
the  King,  for  the  purpofe  of  caufing  their; 
own  property  to  be  pillaged  and  burnt,  and 
themfelves  to  be  aflaffinated !  and  the  Af- 
ferably  were  not  flwcked  at^is  grofs  im- 
pofture,  at  this  atrocious  ^bufe  of  the  fatal 
magic  of  the  word  Arijlocrats,  and  of  the 
credulity  of  the  people!  This  proclama* 
tion  paffed  by  a  very  great  majority,  and 
met  with  no  difficulty  except  in  regard  to 
the  path  to  be  adminiftered  to  the  troops, 
which  was  prefcribed  by  the  decree  that  fol- 
lowed. 

,    The  debates  xipon  the  Declaration  of  the 

Rights  pf  Man,  upon  the  organization  of 

tHe  Judicial  Power,  and  upon  fome  articles 

G  g  4  of 
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of  the  Plan  of  a  ConiHtution,  occupied  all 
the  Sittings  till  the  25th  of  Auguft,  on 
which  day  they  were  fufpended  in  honour  of 
the  King's  feftival.  The  Affembly  ap- 
pointed a  Deputation  of  fixty  of  their  Mem* 
bers  to  carry  their  congratulations  to  his 
Majefly  on  the  occafion,  and  to  prefent  him 
the  following  Addrefs : 

"  Sire,  the  Monarch  whofe  revered  name 
**  your  Majefty  bears,  and  whofe  virtues 
**  Religion  this  day  commemorates,  was, 
*•  like  you,  the  friend  of  his  People.  Like 
**  you,  Sire,  he  had  French  liberty  at  heart, 
**  and  guarded  it  by  laws  which  are  an 
'*  honour  to  our  annals;  but  he  could  not  be 
*^  the  Reftorer  of  it.  This  glory,  which 
**  has  been  referved  for  your  Majefly,  gives 
**  you  an  immortal  right  to  our  gratitude,^ 
**  and  to  the  tender  veneration  of  all  French- 
**  men,:  Thus  will  the  names  of  two  kings, 
'  **  feparated  by  the  lapfe  of  ages  but  aflSmi- 
**  lated  by  the  mofl:  fignal  ad:s  of  juftice  ki 
**  favour  of  their  People,  be  for  ever  united. 
**  Sire,  the  National  Aflembly  have  fuf- 
*•  pended  their  labours  a  few  moments  to 
**  perform  a  duty  which  is  delightful  to 
"  them,  though  indeed  it  cannot.be  a  de- 

**  parture 
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**  parture  from  their  truft :  to  fpeak  to  their 
^*  King  of  the  love  and  fidelity  of  French- 
"  men,  is  to  be  employed  in  a  concern 
**  truly  National,  and  to  gratify  the  firft 
**  wifhes ^f  their  hearts.*" 

While  the  Aflembly  were  paying  the 
King  an  homage  fo  truly  merited,  the  great 
political  queftions  debated  in  their  Sittings 
were  made  the  fubjedts  of  difcuflion  at  the 
clubs,  and  among  the  groups  of  the  Palais^ 
Royal.  Hired  orators  made  random  declama- 
tions which  were  ever  replete  with  fury  againll 
the  divifion  of  the  Legiflative  Body  into 
two  chambers,  againft  the  Royal  Aflent,  and 
againft  the  abfolute  and  fufpenfive  Veto. 
Thefe  men  knew  as  little  as  their  hearers 
what  the  difference  was  between  the  abfo- 
lute and  fufpenfive  veto,  or  indeed  what  veto 
meant  at  all ;  but  they  were  perfuaded  that 
one  or  the  other  was  an  enormous  encroach- 
ment upon  Liberty  and  the  Sovereignty  of 
the  People;   and  that   they  might  not  be 

*  This  Addrefs  was  drawn  up  by  Le  Pelleher  de  St. 
Fargeau,  the  fame  who  afterwards  became  a  Member  of^ 
the  Convention,  fat  in  judgment  on  the  King,  voted  for 
his  death,  and  was  himfelf  afTaffinated  by  a  perfon 
named  Paris* 

miftaken 
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miftakcn  which  of  the  two  it  was,  the  majo^ 
rity  determined  to  abhor  both  vetos  equally 4 
This  vioknt  fermentation,  concurring  with 
the  general  difcontent  excited  by  the  con- 
tinuance and  progrpfs  of  the  dearth,  raifed 
the  moft  alarming  agitation  in  the  Capital* 


NOTES. 


[    4^5    ] 


NOTES, 


N^-  I. 


Note  relative  to  the  Ahhi  Sieyes. 

It  only  depended  on  the  poffeflion  of  an  Abbey 
of  12,000  livres  (five  hundred  pounds  fterling) 
a  year,  and  a  little  more  attention  from  the  Arch- 
bilhop  of  Sens,  to  have  made  the  Abbe  Sieyes  one 
of  the  moft  zealous  fupporters  of  the  old  Go- 
vernment. I  affert  this  faft  on  the  teftimony  of 
feveral  perfons  worthy  of  the  higheft  credit,  with- 
out any  fear  of  its  being  contradifted  by  the 
Abbe  Sieyes  himfelf;  and  I  cite  him  from  among 
a  thoufand  inftances,  that  the  world  may  juftly 
appreciate  the  zeal,  patriotifm,  and  principles  of 
thofe  revolutionary  demoniacs,  who  all,  madmen 
and  idiots  excepted,  had  no  other  objeQ:  /in  de- 
claiming and  writing  fo  violently  againft  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  Minifters,  than  to  make  them 
purchafe  at  a  higher  price  their  filence  or  their 
pen.  The  Abbe  Sieyes ^  a  man  for  fyftems,  a 
fubtle  arguer,  an  obfcurely  profound  metaphyfi- 
<:ian,  puflied  himfelf  into  notice  in  1787,  in  the 
Provincial  Affembly  of  Orleans,  of  which  he 
was  a  member,'  by  his  continual  and  frequently 

em- 
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cmbarraffing  oppofition  to  the  old  principles,  an4 
to  all  the  views  of  the  Government.  The  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Sens,  then  Minitter,  being  informed  of 
it,  alked  M.  de  L ,  one  of  the  principal  mem- 
bers of  that  department,  who^  the  Abbe  Sityes 
was,  of   whom  he  heard  fo   much.     **  He  is  a 

man  (replied  Af .  dc  L ;)  extremely  dangerous 

in  times  like  thefe.  You  rauft  abfolutely  fecure 
him,  to  prevent  his  doing  a  great  deal  of  mif- 
chief.'* — *^  But  by  what  means  fecure  him  ?" — 
**  There  is  but  one  ;  and  that  is,  to  chain  hiin 
down  with  fetters — not  of  iron,  but  of  gold.'*— 
•^  What!  do  you  think  he  is  to  be  bought?"— 
**  I  have  no  doubt  of  it ;  he  is  not  rich,  he  loves 
expenfive  living,  and  good  cheer,  and  of  courfe 
money.'*—*'  How  much  muft  he  have  ?  Do  you 
think  an  annuity  of  6000  livres  upon  an  Abbey 
would  be  enough?*' — '«  No;  his  price  is  higher 
than  that."  —  '^  Say  twelve,  then."  — "  That 
will  do ;  but  inftead  of  giving  him  an  annuity 
give  him  an  Abbey  of  that  value.  He  is  of  low 
extraftion,  and  full  of  vanity;  he  would  be 
highly  flattered  with  an  Abbey,  and  you  will  be 
fure  of  being  better  ferved  for  it/'— *^  Let  it  be 
fo  then.  Will  you  undertake  the  negotiation  ?" 
— ^«  No,  I  cannot ;  but  the  Abbe  dt  Cezarges^ 
who  is  known  to  be  entirely  devoted  to  you,  is  in 
our  Provincial  Aflembly,  and  nobody  is  fitter  to 
execute  the  commiffion/'— ^«  Well,  then,  I  will 
put  it  into  his'  hands." 
The  Archbifliop  of  Sens  in  confequencc  feat 
2  the 


the  Abbe  Cezarges  private  inftnifliotis,  together 
with  a  letter  which  he  was  to  fhow  as  occafion  re- 
quired to  the  Abbe  Sieyes,  atid  in  which  the  Mi* 
nifter  fpoke  highly  of  the  talents  and  great  know- 
ledge of  the  Abbe,  faying,  that  he  had  men- 
tioned him  to  the  King,  and  that  his  Majefly 
thought  of  calling  him  into  the  Adminiftration^ 
of  preferring  him  to  an  Abbey  of  i2,qoo  livres 
income.  Sec. 

With  thefe  credentials  the  Abbe  Cezarges 
Went  and  paid  a  friendly  vifit  to  the  Abbe  Sieyes. 
*^  How  is  it,  my  dear  Abbe/*  laid  he  to  him, 
**  that,  with  all  the  talents  you  poffefs,  you  have 
not  the  wit  to  turn  them  to  account  in  improving 
your  fituation  ?  The  fide  of  oppofition  in  our 
Aflemblies  will  only  ferve  to  create  you  power- 
ful enemies,  and  to  fhut  the  door  of  favour 
againft  you ;  whereas,  if  inftead  of  perpetually 
oppofing  and  embarraffing  the  Government  you 
were  to  be  of  fervice  to  it,  you  would  certainly 
be  well  rewarded."—**  Of  fervice  to  the  Go- 
vernment !  to  the  Minifters !  Do  not  mention  it- 
to  me ;  there  is  nothing  to  be  done  with  thofe 
People,  they  are  all  either  madmen  or  fools." — 

"  The  Archbifhop  oi Sens'' *'  The  Archbifhop 

of  Sens  is  the  greateft  madman  among  them."— 
<•  You  will  allow  at  lead  that  he  is  not  a  fool, 
and  I  will  convince  you  that  he  is  not  mad ;  you 
are  much  in  the  wrong  to  fpeak  of  him  as  you 
do :  the  proof  of  his  not  being  mad  is,  that  he 
thinks  highly  of  you.'*—**  Of  me!  He  does  not 

even 
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even  know  my  name/' — "  You  are  miftaken ;  he 
has  heard  a  great  deal  of  you,  and  does  not 
doubt  that  you  could,  if  you  would,  be  of  very- 
great  fervice  to  the  Adminiftration  :  he  has  even 
propofed  you  to  the  King,  and  to  give  you  an 
Abbey/*—"  An  Abbey!"— *•  Yes,  an  Abbey, 
and  an  Abbey  too  with  a  revenue  of  12,000 
livrcs  ;  this  deferves  attention." — "  No  doubt  it 
would,  if  what  you  fay  were  true.'* — "  I  can 
(how  you  all  I  have  faid  to  you,  written  by  the 
hand  of  the  Minifter  himfelf ;  and  I  fhould  not 
have  mentioned  it  to  you,  had  I  not  been  ex- 
prefsly  commiffioned  by  him  to  do  it/* — <^  Oh  ! 
that  alters  the  cafe/'— ^**  Well !  what  anfwer  fliall 
I  give?'* — ^^  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay  that  a  good 
Abbey  would  not  give  me  a  very  great  plea- 
fure/* — "  That*s  right,  and  you  may  depend  up- 
on having  onelj  but  may  the  Miniftry  alfo  depend 
upon  your  fefvices?** — **  Of  courfe;  and  if  they 
will  liften  to  me  they  will  be  guilty  of  fewer  fol- 
lies/*— ^*  Then  I  may  write  to  the  Archbifliop  of 
Sens  that  you  accept  the  Abbey,  and  fo  forth.** — 
"  Yes,  certainly ;  but  when  is  this  to  take 
place?'* — **  Immediately  after  the  clofing  of  our 
Provincial  Affembly.  You  muft  go  to  Verfailley, 
where  you  will  fee  the  Archbifliop  5  converfe 
with  him  upon  the  fubjeft,  and  in  the  next  ar-. 
rangement  of  the  lift  you  will  be  appointed." 

From  that  moment  the  Abbe  Sieyes  entirely 
changed  his  tone  in  the  Aflembly,  to  the  great 
aftonilhraent  of  thofe  who  were  unacquainted  with 

his 


his  fecret.  They  continued  fitting  for  iabout  fix 
weeks  longer.  Hardly  were  they  broke  up  when  the 
Abbe  Sieyes  repaired  to  Verfailles^  and  prefented 
bimfelf  at  the  Hotel  pf  the  Archbifliop  of  Sensi 
During  two  hours  he  watted  in  vain  in  the  anti-* 
chamber  foi;  the  moment  when  he  fliould  be  intro- 
duced into  the  Minifter's  ciofet.  At  length  finding 
that  he  was  not  fent  for,  he  defired  a  fervant  to 
go  and  announce  him  again ;  but  by  that  he  gained 
nothing,  for  all  the  anfw,er  brought  back  by  the 
fervant  was,  that  his  Lordfhip  was  very  bufy,  and 
could  not  fee  any  body.  The  Abbe,  convinced 
that  he  had  been  made  game  of>  went  away  exaf^ 
perated  at  the  Cardinal^  and  fadly  vexed  at  hav^ 
ing  yielded  fo  eafily  to  corruption,  efpecially  as 
he  had  experienced  all  the  fhame  without  reaping 
any  of  the  profit  of  it.  He  haftened  to  the 
Abbe  de  Cezarges^  related  his  adventure,  and 
reproached  him  very  bitterly  for  having  made 
himfelf  the  inftrument  of  fo  abominable  a  piece 
of  treachery*  The  Abbe  de  Cezarges  did  all  he 
could  to  appeafe  his  anger,  and  to  perfuade  him 
that  the  Archbifliop's  mind  could  not  be  changed: 
be  promifed  him  to  go  and  fee  the  Minifter  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day,  and  afcertain  his  intentions. 
It  was  not  till  he  heard  of  the  Abbe  Sieyes' s  great 
rage  that  the  Archbifliop  remembered  the  promifes 
he  had  defired  to  be  made  to  him  more  than  fix 
weeks  before,  or  even  his  name,  which  he  had 
almoft  forgotten.  ^^  Let  him  know  (faid  he  to 
[^  the  Abbe  de  Cezarges)  that  I  was  ignorant  of 

"  his 
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«*  his  being  at  Verfailles,  and  that  my  fcrvant 
•*  having  mifundcrftood,  or  not  retaining  his 
••  name>  had  pronounced  it  in  fuch  a  bungling 
«*  manner,  that  it  had  been  impoffible  for  me  to 
"  guefs  it  was  he  who  was  announced.  Let  him 
*'  come  again  to  fee  me,  and  I  will  make  my 
!*  peace  with  hini.** 

This  converfation,  with  the  particulars  of 
which  the  Abbe  Skyei  was  next  day  informed, 
appeafing  his  wrath,  and  reviving  his  hopes  a 
little,  he  agreed  to  pay  a  fecond  viBt  to  the 
Archbifhop  of  Scm^  Unfortunately  he  went  the 
day  on  which  the  Minifter  gave  a  public  audi- 
ence, and  when  of  courfe  every  body  who  wifhei 
to  fee  or  to  fpeak  to  him,  went,  without  being  an- 
nounced, into  the  Hall  as  foon  as  the  doors  of  it 
were  opened.  The  Archbifhop  having  never 
feen  this  Abbe,  and  being  as  little  apprifed  of 
his  fecond  vifit  as  he  had  been  of  his  fird,  paid 
him  no  attention,  and  perhaps  took  him  for  one 
of  thofe  bufy-bodies  who  are  often  feen  at  the 
levees  of  Miniftcrs,  though  they  have  nothing  to 
fay  to  them,  and  who  attend  chiefly  to  fay  that 
they  had  been  there.  The  Abbe  Sieyes  being  to- 
tally ignorant  of  the  ceremony  of  Minifterial 
audiences,  waited  and  waited  in  vain  for  the 
Archbi(hop*s  coming  up  to  him.  The  Minifter 
concluded  his  levee  according  to  cuftom,  as  foon 
as  thofe  who  went  to  fpeak  to  him  had  faid  all 
they  had  to  fay,  and  retired  to  his  clofet,  leaving 

the 
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the  Abbe  Sieyes  in  the  Hall,  confounded,  tranf- 
ported  with  rage,  and  ihore  convinced  than 
ever  that  he  had  been  made  a  dupe.  He  went 
off  curfing  the  Archbifliop  of  Scns^  and  fwearing 
to  be  revenged  for  fo  atrocious  a  perfidy.  The 
Abbe  C^zar^es  tried  without  efFefl:  to  bring  him 
to  reafon,  and  to  juftify  the  Minifter;  but  he  re- 
peatedly anfwered,  '*  Say  no  more  of  that  man  to 
me  !  He  is  a  villain !  he  fhall  know — he  fhall  know 
whom  he  has  to  deal  with.*'  He  accordingly 
fome  time  after  publiftied  his  firft  pamphlet,  en- 
titled, "  Moyens  d' Execution,^*  in  which  he  infert- 
cd  the  moft  virulent  declamation  that  had  ever 
been  made  againft  the  Archbifliop  of  Sens. 

This  anecdote  was  told  by  the  Abbe  Cezarges 
to  many  of  his  friends,  who  have  repeated  it  to 
me  with  the  fame^circumftances.  It  was  alfo  con- 
firmed to  me  by  Af .  de  L  -,  the  member  of 
the  i  Provincial  ^ffcmhly  of  Orleans,  whom  I 
mentioned  to  have  been  theperfon  who  advifed 
the  Archbifhop  of  Sens  to  gain  the  Abbe  Sieyes. 


Vol.  I.  H  h  N^  II. 
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Note  relative  to  the  Cardinal  de  Rohan,  his  Arrejl, 
and  the  celebrated  Affair  of  the  Necklace. 

The  Cardinal  de  Rohan  being,  as  High  AInrou 
ncr  of  France,  at  the  heacJ  of  the  Admimftration 
of  the  Hofpital  of  Quinze^Vingts*,  had  made  fuch 
advantageous  reform*  and  improvements  in  that 
eftablifhment^  that  he  had  confiderably  increafed 
the  number  of  the  pcrfons  admitted^  who  were 
the  blind,  thofe  being  the  objefts  of  the  cha- 
rity, which  was  founded  by  St.  Louis.  The  King, 
who  always  took  great  intereft  in  whatever  could 
contribute  to  the  good  of  humanity  in  general^ 
and  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  particular^  faw 
with  great  fatisfaftion  the  happy  effeCls  of  the 
changes  wrought  by  the  High  Almoner;  and 
being  defirous  of  fectrring  them  ftability,  by  ap- 
pointing to  the  fuperintendance  perfons  of  fomc 
refpeSability  and  knowledge,  his  Majefty  for 
that  purpofe  added  a  CounfeHor  of  State  and 
three  Mafters  of  Kequefts  to  the  Council  of  Ad- 
miniftration  of  the  Quinze-Vingts  i  among  the 
members  of  which,  previous  to  this  addition, 
there  were  two  Clerks- Couwfellofs,  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Paris.     A  little  white  after,  a  wretched 

•  So  called  from  the  x>i%inal  number  of  the  charitable  ob- 
je6b  received  into  the  Hofpital,  which  was  300: — ^before  the 
Revolution  it  had  increafed  ta  above  800. 

intrigue, 
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intrigue^  the  details  of  wbkh  would  leid  roe  too 
far,  caufed  fuch  a  difagreemcnt>mong  the  Direc- 
tors,  that  the  two  Counfeltors  from  the  Parliament 
dropped  their  attendance  at  tbetDotincil»  and  gave 
in  their  refignation  by  a  public  deed ;  in  which 
they  declared,  that  they  could  not  with  honour 
keep  their  places  in  the  Adminiftration.  They 
added  fome  articles  in  fupport  of  their  declara^ 
tion  refpefting  feveral  pretended  violations  of 
the  ftatutes,  with  fome  charges,  more  or  lefs  feri- 
ous,  againft  the  principal  perfons  employed  by 
the  Cardinal  de  Rohan.  Two  of  the.Mafters.of 
Requefts,  who  had  been  appointed  members  of 
the  Council,  apprehending  that  their  delicacy 
might  be  called  in  queftion  if  they  retained  an 
office  which  two  other  Magiftrates  declared  they 
could  not  undertake  with  honour,  determined  very 
wifely  to  confuk  the  Court  of  Requefts.  There 
the  meeting  of  the  Matters  referred  the  bu0nefs 
to  a  Committee,  of  which  I  was  appointed  Re- 
porter. I  w^nt  the  very  day  this  took  place  tp 
the  Hotel  of  the  Cardinal  de  Rohan,  with  whom  I 
was  not  at  all  acquaimed.  I  told  him  the  nature 
of  my  vifit,  and  aiked  if  he  would  allow  me  to 
look  over  the  regifters  of  the  Adminiftration  of 
the  Quinze-  Virtgts,  and  all  the  papers  I  might  want, 
in  order  to  inveftigate  the  fafts  ftated  by  the  arti-. 
cles  in  the  rcfignatioa  of  the  two  Counfellors. 
Far  from  giving  the  flighteft  oppofition  to  my  re* 
queft,  he  appeared  to  wifli  exceedingly  that  the 
^air  fliould  undergo  a  rigorous  fcrutiny.  The 
H  h  2  next 
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nextuby  be  feht  me  the  regifters  and  papers  I  had 
afted  for,  with  a  meOage  to  fay  that  he  had  dU 
refied  the  Abbe  Georgel,  his  Grand  Vicar,  to 
give  me  every  inFonnation  I  required.  On  the 
Monday  following,  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals, 
whom  I  faw  at  Verfailles,  fpoke  a  great  deal  of 
this  affair  to  me,  and  of  the  great  intereft  which 
the  King  took  in  it;  recommending  it  to  me  to 
examine  it  thoroughly,  and  enable  him  as  foon  as 
poflible  to  give  an  account  of  it  to  his  Majefty, 
who  was  very  anxious  to  know  whether  the 
charges  laid  againft  the  Adminiftration  of  the 
Quinze^Vingts  were  or  were  not  well  founded. 

This  bufinefs  redounded  completely  to  the 
honour  of  the  Cardinal  de  Rohan :  the  Adminif- 
tration of  the  Quinze^Vingts  was  fully  juftified  by 
their  regifters;  and  all  the  charges  brought 
againft  it  in  the  refignation  of  the  two  Counfel- 
lors  were  found  very  infignificant,  or  completely 
refuted  by  the  papers  and  refolutions^  to  which 
was  annexed  the  fighature  of  thofe  very  Magif- 
traces,  whofe  fcruples  were  evidently  frivolous, 
t  After  this  affiir,  I  cbntinued  from  time  to 
time  to  fee  the  Cardinal  de  Rohcm^  from  whom  I 
received  verjr great  civilities;  He  foon  placed  fo 
xftuch  tonfidence  in  nre  as  to  fpeak  to"  me  with  the 
utmoft  franknefs  upon  all  bis  concerns,  and  ^r^ 
ticularly  about  his  frtuatioii:  at  Court;  I  faw  that 
be  was  finc^rely  attached:to  the  King,  and  very 
grateful  for  the  coocerm  which  his  Majefty  had 
tieigned  ik>;;.ihow;  at  the  clamour  that  bad  been 

' :  I  *•;!-:  raifed 


raifed  againft  Wm  refpeSing  the  adrpiniftration 
of .  the  Quin^c-Vingts ;  but  the  Qacen  was  faar 
from  treating  him  with  equal  gdodhcf&j  which 
gave  him  great  uneafinefs.  -  I  did  not  know,  nor 
did  he  ever  tell  me,  in  what  he  had  difpleafed  her 
Majefty ;  but  the  Abb6  Gtorgel,  with  whom  I 
*  converfed  about  it^  informed  me,  **  That  the  Car- 
"  dinal  during  his  embaCTy  at  VienDa  had  writ- 
"  ten  to  the  Due.  d^Aiguillon,  then  Minifter .  of 
**  Foreign  AflFairs,  a  confidential  letter,  in  which 
**  he  had  paflfed  fome  j6fts  upon  the  EmpreCs 
**  (Maria  There/a) ;  xhat  tb^  Minifter  had  .been  fo 
'*  indifcreet  as  to  give  the,  letter  to  Madam  Du^ 
**  barry,  who  did  not  fcruple  to  read  it  aloud  at  a 
*'  fupper  file  gave  to  a  party^  with  whom  flie  inde- 
*^  cently  made  a  laugh,  at  it ;  that  as  Ihe  told  no-i 
"  body  that  the  letter  w^as  written  to  the  Minif** 
^*  ter,  it  was  generally  fuppofed  to  be  written  to 
^^terfelf  I  that  it  was  fo  reported  in  (he  accq\int 
V  which  was  given  to  the  Queen  of  what  paffed 
**  at  thp  fijpper;  jmd  that  her  Majefty,  highly 
*^  difpleafed  .^Ji^n  ithe  l^mp^efs  her  mother  Ihould 
^  haye  b^en  m^de  the  fubjeflt  of  daughter  for 
*'  Madamt  Dubarry  and  her  g.uefts,  had  never  for- 
**  given  the  Cardinal  that  letter.'*  '    i   ^ 

*  I  faw  h\\i  little  hopes  ftf .  afl  oflfience  of  this 
pature  being  -either  repaired  or  forgotten;  and 
however  concerned  I  felt  for.ti^  Cardinal'is  un- 
eafinefs, of  which  he  was  conftantly  talking  to 
pie,  I  did  not  know  how  to  advife.  h^m.  One 
day  I  called  upon  him  juft  as  he  returned  from 
H  h  3  Verfailles  y 
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Verfailles ;  this  was  about  three  months  before 
Us  arreft :  as  be  appeared  unufually  gay  and  fa-* 
tisfied,  I  aflced  if  he  had  any  good  news  to  tell 
me?  *^  Yes,  yes,  (replied  he)  excellent,  and  fuqh 
^  as  I  hope  will  give  you  great  pleafure ;  but 
"  firft  jive  me  your  word  that  you  will  keep  what 
**  I  am  going  to  tcH  you  a  profound  fecret."— 
«'  Certainly/* — '<  I  think  (continued  he)  that  you 
*^  have  felt  a  real  concern  for  the  Queen's  dif- 
••  pleafure  againft  me — let  nie  tell  you  then,  that 
«'  a  change  is  taking  place." — ^*  I  give  you  joy 
5^  with  all  my  heart ;  but  do  you  not  flatter  your- 
*«  felf?  Have  you  feen  the  Queen?  or  has  (he 
«*  written  to  you  ?**.^"  No,  but  I  am  to  fee  her 
••  on  Wednefday  next.  I  fliall  return  ^n  Tburf- 
^  day-evening,  and  if  you  will  be  here  about 
y  nine  o'clock  you  ftiall  know  all  j  I  can  tell  you 
**  no  more  about  it  at  prefent.'*  I  was  viry 
pundual,  and  was  forry  to  find  that  tKe  Cardinal's 
appointment  with  the  Queen,  which  he  expefted 
on  Wednefday,  had  not  been  kept.  He  had 
been  told  that  her  Majefty  had,  on  account  of  the 
noife  that  her  reconciliation  with  him  would 
make,  and  of  the  alterations  that  muft  take  place, 
thought  it  proper  to  wait  till  the  King  of  Sweden's 
departure,  which  was  fixed  for  the  beginning  of 
the  next  week,  and  to  poftpone  the  appointment 
that  had  been  nuide  for  Wednefday  of  the  pre* 
ceding  week,  till  the  Friday  of  the  one  following. 
This  delay  gave  the  Cardinal  the  lefs  uneafinefs, 
as  at  the  time  he  was  informed  of  it  be  was  alfa 

aifured^ 
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alTured^  in  the  moft  poGtive  manner,  that  the 
Queen's  difpofition  towards  him  became  every 
day  more  and  more  favourable.  "  And  have 
**  thefe  aflurance*  (faid  I)  been  given  to  you  by 
**  any  one  on  whom  you  can  perfedly  rely  ?" — 
^*  Yes,  perfeflly,  and  if  I  could  but  tell  you  who, 
**  you  would  jiot  be  lefs  fatisfied  than  I  am :  a 
*^  woman,  formed  to  poflefs  the  complete  confi- 
**  dence  of  the  Queen,  who  frequently  fpends 
*^  whole  hours  alone  with  her,  and^  being  much 
**  attached  to  me^  has  both  with  zeai  and  addrefs 
**  feized  every  opportunity  of  weakening  the  pre- 
*^  judices  her  Majefty  had  conceived  againft  me ; 
**  and  fhc  has  happily  fucceeded  in  conquering 
^*  them.  The  affair  of  the  Quinze^Vin^gts,  or  ra- 
*•  ther  the  manner  in  which  the  King  mentioned 
^*  it  before  the  Queen,  had  prq)ared  the  way,  and 
*^  convinced  her  that  I  was  not  a  worthlefs  feU 
*•  low.  Her  friend,  who  know«  her  better  than 
"  any  one  elfe,  finding  this  favourable  difpofition 
*'  in  her,  has  very  ably  kept  k  up  and  increafed 
"  it;  fometimes  by  mingling  in  her  con  verfation 
**  (light  expreffions  which  produce  great  effeSs ; 
^*  fometimes  by  fpeaking,  though  always  with  an 
•*  air  of  indifference,  of  fome  unhappy  families 
*'  whom  I  have  relieved.  You  do  not  know  how 
'*  much  any  thing  of  a  beneficent  nature  affefts 
*•  the  Queen  :  it  is  inconceivable  what  (he  gives 
**  away;  it  is  immenfe,  and  yet  not  equal  to  what 
**  fhe  would  give,  as  fhe  has  a  fixed  fum  for  her 
^  monthly  expences,  and  when  that  is  expended, 
H  h  4  "fhe 
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^*  flie  is  under  the  nece0i(y  of  poftponing  ber 
"  bounties  till  the  month  following.  The  lardy  I 
•*  allude  to  has  4onc  me  the  fervice  of  pointing 
**  out  to  me  very  opportunely  perfons  patronifed 
*•  by  her  Majel^y^  and  who  were  experiencing 
"  great  embarraiOaients  while  waiting  her  relief: 
**  you  may  believe  t^iajt  I  wj^  eager  to  fupply 
'*  them^  and  largely/' — **  But  are  you  fare  the 
**  Queen  heard  of  it?" — **  Certainly;  for  my 
"  money  went  through  her  friend's  hands.  This 
^*  is  the  caufe  of  her  Majefty's  efteeming  xne  gra- 
*^  dually  more  and  more,  and  to  fuch  a  degree  as 
*Vto  give  me,  in  preference  to  all  deyoted  to 
**  her,  the  greateft  mark  of  confidence  poffible* 
''  You  will  be  very  much  furprifed  when  I  can 
*^  tell  you  what  it  is/' — *^  And  when  will  that 
"  be  ?" — *'  On  Saturday  next  about  this  time,  as 
*^  probably  the  affair  will  be  then  all  over: — do 
^'  not  aft  me  any  thing  more  about  it  now/' 

On  the  Saturday  the  Cardinal  returned  from 
Verfailles  without  having  feen  the  Queen  ;  having 
been  told  that  {he  was  fuddenly  taken  ill  with  a 
violent  head  ach  and  obliged  to  go  to  bed:  but 
at  the  fam^  time  a  paper  was  given  to  him  from 
her,  **  which  (faid  he)  feals  the  confidence  her 
"  Msyefty  has  in  me," 

A  third  appointment  failed  in  like  manner, 
under  pretence  of  the  Queen's  being  with  the 
Dauphin,  who  was  indifpofed;  but  on  putting 
him  off  for  another  week,  he  was  told  that  her 
Majefty  had  the  greateft  plans  in  view  for  him, 

and 
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find  was  thinking  pf  nothing  lefs  than  having  him 
pjade  Prime  Minifter.  So  far  \yas  he  from  not 
believing  it,  that  he  was  alarmed  by  anticipation 
at  the  burden  and  difficulties  of  fo  important  an 
office.  I  too  from^  this  moment  becsime  uneafy, 
but  from  very  different  motives:  I  was  afraid 
that  this  affair,  flill  envelpped  in  fo  much  myf- 
tery,  might  prove  to  be  fome  Court  intrigue, 
fomc  abominable  fnare  laid  for  the  Cardinal.  I 
told  him  my  fears^  which  h^  turned  into  ridicule. 
**  What  j  (faid  he)  do  you.  take  me  for  a  child  or 
"  an  idiot  ?" — "  No,  certainly  ;  but  without 
**  being  either  the  one  or  the  other,  you  may  be 
"  too  fanguine,  too  eafily  impofed  upon.'* — 
**  Well!  well!  Come,  in  fpite  of  all  your  incre- 
**  dulity  I  will  convince  you; — but  give  me 
"  your  word  npt  to  fpeak  to  any  foul  alive  of 
**  what  I  am  going  to  tell  you/* — *^  You  may 
^*  depend  upon  me.'* — **  Let  us  go  into  my 
^*  clofeu  You  know  that  the  Queen  is  very 
«*  fond  of  fine  diamonds.  Some  time  ago  a  mag- 
'*  nificent  necklace  was  (hown  to  her,  which  fhe 
**  immediately  longed  to  have ;  biit  the  King^ 
**  thought  it  too  dear,  and  would  not  buy  it. 
\\  Still  fhe  longed  to  have  it.  As  flie  could  not 
"  pay  for  it  but  by  inflalments,  and  with  frequent 
"  delays,  of  which  the  jewellers  would  not  run 
'*  the  rifk,  it  was  neceffary  to  find  fome  perfon 
"  very  fecure  in  every  refpeft,  who  would 
**  fecretly  make  the  purchafe  for  her  Majefty, 
**  and  who  was  in  a  fituation  to  anfwer  to  the 

**  tradef- 
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**  tradcfmen  for  the  payments.     The  friend,  of 
*•  whom  I    have    fpoken    to  you,    pointed   me 
•'  out,  and  undertook  to  make  the  propofal  to 
^*  me.     I  embraced  it  without  hefitation,  as  yoa 
*'  will  readily  imagine ;  and  this  is  the  date  of 
•*  things. — Well!   Mr.   Incredulous!  what  fay 
**  you  now  ?" — ^*  I  fay  that  I  cannot  comprehend 
**  it  at  alL     How  can  the  Queen,  who  has  ali 
*^  the  diamonds  of  the  Crown  at  her  command, 
**  have  fo  great  a  defire  for  this  necklace?'*— 
**  How  ?  Becaufe,'  perhaps,  in  all  the  diamonds 
**  of  the  Crown  fo  perfcft  an  afTortment  could 
•*  not  be  made :  I  tdl  you  there  cannot  be  finer 
*'  fcen.** — **  Be  it  fo;  but  what  can  fhe  do  with 
*^  the  Necklace  ?  for,  as  the  King  thought  it  too 
^  dear,  (he  certainly  will  not  think  of  wearing 
^^  it  in  his  prefence,  and  ijj  his  prefence  fhe  is, 
**  or  may  be,  every  moment." — **  I  cannot  tell 
*•  you  whether  Ihe  will  or  will  not  wear  it ;  per- 
<*  haps  flie  may  with  to  make  a  prefent  of  it,  or 
^*  to  keep  it  locked  up  till  fhe  has  a  favourable 
**  moment  of  gaining  the  King's  approbation  of 
*^  the  purchafe.     I  cannot  fay,  and  it  does  not 
"  become  me  to  queftion  her  on  thofe  topics." — 
*'  Certainly  not ;  but  I  hope  at  leaft  that  you  will 
f*  not  conclude  this  affair  without  having  feen 
"  the  Queen/* — *'  Doubtlefs  not :  fee  her  I  muft 
**  to  deliver  the  Necklace  to  her.'* — *'  Is  every 
*^  thing  already   fettled  with  the  jewellers?" — 
^*  Oh,  yesi  I  will  (how  you  the  agreement  figned 

«  by 
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**  by  her  Majefty,  and  all  the  articles  approved  in 
•*  the  margin  by  her,  for  I  fee  you  do  not  be* 
**  lieve  a  word  of  what  I  am  telling  you.*'— 
^*  Pardon  me,  but  in  affairs  fo  nice  as  this  I  am 
•*  fond  of  having  things  upon  paper.*'— ^«  Da 
•*  you  know  the  Queen's  writing  ?"  faid  he  to 
me,  as  he  (howed  me  a  flight  paper  book  which 
he  took  out  of  his  de(k.  *'  I  do  not,"  I  re- 
plied, **  but  your  Eminence  ought  to  know  it 
ci  well.'*— "  Oh,  perfedlly:  Read!  read!*'  I 
ran  my  eyes  haftily  over  the  conditions  of  this 
agreement,  which  was  figned  Marie  Antoinette  de 
France^  and  I  certainly  faw  in  the  margin  oppofite 
each  article  the  word  approved^  written  in  a  fmall 
regular  hand  like  the  fignature.  "  Well !"  faid 
he  with  a  fatisfied  air,  **  do  you  begin  to  fee 
«*  clear  ?^— •*  I  fee,''  faid  I,  "  if  this  be  the 
*•  Queen's  writing,  that  flie  writes  a  pretty  little 
'*  hand ;  but  I  think  you  have  undertaken  here 
**  a  very  ticklifli  commiffion."  —  "  You  will 
^  change  your  opinion,  when  you  fee  the  feqael ; 
•*  have  patience  till  this  day  eight  days,  for  I  am 
**  pofitively  to  fee  the  Queen  next  week.'' 

This  certainly  had  no  other  foundation  than 
the  fame  promifes  with  which  the  Cardinal  had 
been  kept  in  fufpenfe  for  fix  weeks  before.  He 
went  to  Verfailles  and  returned  without  feeing 
her  Majefty  ;  the  reafon  given  was,  that  the  King . 
had  paffed  the  whole  evening  with  her;  and  the 
Cardinal  admitted  this  account  with  an  eafe  and 
fonfidence  that  aftoniftied  me.     I  exprefled  to 

him 
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him  great  uneafinefs.at  bis  fituatiop.,  *'  .Apdhas 
•*  not  the  Qijeen  even  written  to  you  ?**  faid  L, 
"  Have  not  you  a  fjngle  letter  (ron\  heroi}  this  bulU 
"  nefs?'' — **  No  J  but  fhe  has  nnade  her  friend  write 
"  to  mc,  and  that's  ibe  farne  thing.  Iwill  fhow 
**  you  a  letter  that  will  Tatisfy  you-'*  He  opened 
a  fmall  prefs  in  an  angle  between  the  fire-plaqe 
and  the  window,  and^  taking  out  s^  hancjful  of  let- 
ters, read  me  one  of  them,  about  a  pag?  a^d  a 
half  long.  It  was  an  inexplicable  piece  of  ^jm- 
biguity,  which  I  had  no  fooner  react  than  I  faic^ 
to  the  Cardinal  wixh  warmth — "  If  it  be  not,  my 
^'  Lord,  the  moft  refpeSable  woman  in  th? 
**  Kingdom  who  has  written  this  letter,  you  ^v^ 
'*  fhamefully  played  upon.  What  does  all  thij; 
*^  Cgnify?  There  are  ^xpreflions  in  it  which  may 
•'apply  to  fome  circuraft^nces  relative  to  the 
**  Necklace,  when  we  know  ihem,  but  they  n^ay 
'^  as  well  and  better  be  applied  to  a  hundjped 
•*  other  ftories :  in  fhort,  this  letter  is  fo  inapplir 
^^  cable,  that  happen  what  will,  youcan,ma|;e  no 
^[  ufe  of  it;  and  I  an^  convinced  that  the  perfoa, 
"  who  wrote  it  hadthis.in  view."-:— ^^  Fie!  ,do 
^*  not  talk  in' that  manner*  ^  :JYou  wpiJd  fpeak 
**  very  differently  if  you. knew  hovf  much  that 
**  perfon  is  in  every  rcifpeCl  abov^  all  fufpi- 
'*  cion;  befiides,,  have  not  you  feen  the  agree- 
•*  ment  figned  and  approved  by  the  C^ueen  ?*'  — - 
**  Yes;  but  as  I  am  unacquainted  with  her  Ma- 
"  jefty's  writing,  which  may  very  well  have  been 
•'  forged,  and  alfo  with  the  lady  fo    eftimable, 

''  and 
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"  and  v^ho  may  be  much  lefs  fo  than  you  ima- 
^*-  gine,  I  am  more  appfehenfive  than  ever  that 
^f  this  affair  may  turn  out  Very  troublefome  to 
"  you.  Th^re  is  but  6ne  thing  that  can  remove 
*•  my  fears;  and  that  is,  as  you  have  not  yet  deli- 
**  vered  the  Necklace,  that  you  promife  me,  and 
**  I  conjure  you,  not  t6  pin  with  it  but  to  the 
^  Queen  herfelf/*— ••  I  do  promife  you,  and  fo 
**  ydu  may  beeafy  :  indeed  yoii  would  be  per- 
**  ftOXy  fo,  if  you  knew  the  name  of  the  perfon ; 
**  all  I  can  tell  you  i^,  that  there  is  not  a  more 
^  diftingiiiftied  one  in  the  Kingdom." 

TWo  days  after  this  I  y/tnt  into^Britany,  where 
I  had  hot  been  fik  weeks  before  I  learned,  by  the 
public  papers,  that  the  Cai'dinal  was  arrefted, 
without  any  particulars  of 'the  caufe  of  fo  extra- 
ordirtfery  an  event;  but  it  was  riot  difficult  for  me 
to  guefs  i¥.  •   '        ' 

The  ctrcumftances  given  in  evidence  are  all  that 
hav6  been  certainly  known.  What  I  have  here  re- 
lated ^ould  not  be  proved  but  by  my  teftimony, 
which  was  not  taken,  or  by  Madame  La  Mothers' 
dorffefpondence,  and  that  was  burnt  an  hour  after 
the  Cardinal's  arreft.  He  was  fo  thoroughly  con- 
vinced that  that  correfpondence  contained  the 
Queea's  fecret^  and  that  the  feverity  with  which 
her  Majefty  had  treated  him  before  the  King  was 
a  proof  of  the  implicit  confidence  (lie  '4iad  in 
'  bis  difcretionj  tha^  ipftead  of  atteiifiptirfg  to  jiif- 
idfy  himfelf  to  the  King/  he  oftly  thoughD  of  not 
cxpofing  4he  Queenv  ;  After  4:0nfirfrii3g;-(bme^ 
c   .  times 
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timei  by  his  filence^  fometimes  by  tbe  embar- 
raflment  of  bis  replies  to  their  Majefties'  quef* 
tions»  a  charge  that  could  not  but  excite  their 
indignation  againft  him,  his  firft  care^  the  mo^ 
ment  he  was  arrefted^  was  to  difpatch  one  of  hia 
people  poft  to  Paris,  with  an  order  to  open  the 
prefs  in  his  dofet  which  contained  all  Madame 
La  Mothers  letters,  and  to  bum  them.  This  or- 
der he  delivered  to  his  man  in  German,  that  he 
might  not  be  underftood  by  the  OflScer  who 
went  widi  him  from  the  King's  chamber  to  the 
apartments  occupied  by  the  High  Almoner  in 
the  Palace.  An  Adjutant  of  the  Gardes^du-CorfSg 
was  charged  to  take  him  firft  to  Paris  to  fei£e 
his  papers,  and  thed  to  the  Baftille. 

By  deftroying  this  correfpondence  the  Cardi- 
nal loft  the  moft  important  papers  for  his  juftifi* 
cation ;  for  they  would  have  fliown  the  manoeu- 
vres, the  profound  and  ftudied  fubtilty  praQifed 
by  the  moft  intriguing  of  women,  to  convince 
him  of  the  kindnefs,  extreme  confidence,  and 
friendfhip  which  the  Queen  .beftowed  upon  her i 
of  the  eflential  fervice  it  was  in  her  power  to 
render  him  with  her  Majefty,  and  the  like.  Had 
this  point  been  cleared  up,  th^  obfcurity  in  which 
the  affair  remained  enveloped  would  have  been 
difpelled«  It  would  have  been  evident  to  all, 
that  the  Cardinal,  &r  from  being  feduced  by  the 
ambitious  and  criminal  hopes  of  which  he  was 
accufed^  had  no  other  objeQ  in  view  than  to 
gain  die  Queea^s  good  ppioion,  by  lending  her 

his 
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his  credit  for  the  purchafe  of  a  Necklace,  which 
be  could  not  but  believe  (he  wiflied  very  much 
to  poffefs,  as  the  faft  was  atlefted  to  him,  not 
only  by  a  perfon  who  he  thought  had  received 
t^e  commiffion  exprcfsly  from  her  Majefty,  but 
by  a  writing  which  he  imagined  to  be  figned  and 
approved  by  the  Queen. 

It  has  been  very  inconfiderately  fuppofed  that 
the  Cardinal  was  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
Queen's  writing,  and  particularly  her  fignature, 
.%o  be  fo  grofsly  deceived  in  it.  He  had  never 
received  a  letter  from  her  Majefty,  and  could 
never  have  feen  her  writing,  or  rather  her  figna- 
ture,  but  twice  or  thrice  in  a  hurry  on  the  re«r 
gifters  of  baptifm;  and  does  it  therefore  follow 
that  he  couM  have  preferved  fo  accurate  a  re« 
membrance  of  it,  as  to  know  it  long  after,  though 
written  in  a  different  manner^  or  with  different 
pens  ?  It  was  faid  that  at  leaft  he  knew  that  the 
Queen's  iignature  was  Marie  Antoinette,  and  not 
Marii  Antoinette  de  France.  It  was  doctbtlefs 
poflible  for  him  to  have  obferved  thi^  from  the 
regiflers  of  baptifm  ^  but  it  was  alfo  pofBble  far 
him  not  to  have  attended  to  it,  or,  if  he  did,  to 
kave  imagined  that  the  Queen  might  fign  differ- 
ently in  public  regifters  and  private  deeds.  Nay, 
how  could  he  fufpeft  it,  when  he  had  in  his  hands 
a  deed  that  he  muft  as  firmly  have  believed  to 
have  been  figned  by  the  Queen,  as  if  he  had  leen 
her  write  her  name  to  it,  becaufe  a  part  of  the 
firft  inftalment  to  which  the  inftrument  bound 
a  her 
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her  Mijefty,  was  paid  on  her  account  into  the 
Cardinal's  own  hands  by  Madame  La  Motht  ? 

The  moft  moderate  cenfurer  of  the  Cardinal's 
condu£l  muft  have  blamed  the  eXcefs  of  his  cre- 
dulity ;  but  to  judge  in  what  degree  he  deferved 
this  cenfure,  it  would  have  been  neceffary  to 
know  all  the  art  praftifed  by  Madame  La  Mothe 
to  make  herfelf  miftrefs  of  his  confidence,  which 
unfortunately  for  him  it  was  but  too  eafy  both  to 
gain  and  tQ  keep.  Being  abfent  from  Court, 
and  from  Paris,  a  great  part  of  the  year,  be 
knew  Madame  La  Mothe  only  by  her  genea* 
logy  *,  by  the  patronage  (he  had  received  from 
the  King  and  Queen,  and  by  the  favourable  ac- 
counts given  of  her  to  him  by  all  perfons  whofe 
good  offices  ftie  had  managed  to  fequre.  Finding 
her  fprightly  and  amiable,  the  Cardinal  was  na- 
turally led  to   believe  that  thofe  qualities,  which 

*  The  genealogy  of  the  dame  Falois  de  la  Mothe,  according 
to  the  moft  authentic  titles,  and  certified  by  the  gencalogift 
D'Hozier  di  Smgny,  King  of  Arms  m  France,  derives  her 
defcent  from  Hehty  Falois  de  St.  Remi,  the  natural  fpn  of 
Henry  IL  and  of  Nk^la  de  Sav]^y,  The  Duke  de  Cerejle 
Brancas  undertook  to  j^efent  a  M^orial  to  the  Queen  and  to 
M,  de  Maurefos,  in  favc^r  of  the  Demolfelle  de  Falois  and  her 
brother,  whom  Madame  de  BoulainviUiers  had  found  at  Paffi 
afking  charity,  and  whom  fhe  had  brought  up  at  her  own  ex- 
pence.  The  King  granted  them  peniions.  The  young  Falois, 
who  was  ferving  in  the  navy  as  a  failor,  was  immediately  made 
an  Officer,  and  took  the  title  of  Baron  ^  f^ikis.  He  proved 
as  worthlds  as  his  fifter,  bit  with  lefs  ability :  he  died  before 
her. 

the 
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the  name  of  Valois  muft  render  ftill  more  inter- 
cfting  in  the  eyes  of  the  Queen,  had  gained  Ma^ 
dame  La  Mothc  her  Majefty's  affeftion,  and  im- 
plicit confidence.  Moft  of  thofe  who  have  call 
the  greateft  cenfure.on  the  Cardinal  would  per- 
haps have  fallen  as  blindly  into  the  fame  faulty 
had  the  fame  fnares  been  laid  for.  them. 

The  feverity,  as  unmerited  as  impolitic,  with 
which  this  error  was  punifhed  would  be  a  ftain 
upon  the  memory  of  Louis  XVL  had  he  not  been 
entirely  ignorant  of  all  the  fa3s  I  have  been  re- 
lating ;  had  not  the  Minifter  *  who  was  the  in- 
former, or  reporter  of  the  information  againft 
the  Cardinal,  no  doubt  more  induced  by  his  zeal 
than  by  his  former  enmity  to  the  High  Almoner, 
reprefented  this  affair  to  their  Majefties  in  all  the 
odious  lights  in  which  it  could  be  placed ;  and 
had  he  not  painted  it  as  fo  ferious  an  offence 
againft  the  honour  of  the  Queen,  or  at  leaft  fo 
calculated  to  implicate  her,  that  the  flighteft  in- 
dulgence might  call  a  fufpicion  of  connivance  on 
her  Majefty,  The  King  confidered  the  Cardi- 
nal, and  could  not  do  otherwife,  as  guilty  of 
High  Treafon;  for,  according  to  the  laws  of 
France,  the  crime  of  which  he  was  accufed  came  . 
under  that  defcription ;  and  in  being  fo  pointedly 
harfh  to  him,  his  Majefty  meant  to  make  the 
moft  lawful  ufe  of  his  authority,  and  at4Jbe  fame 

*  The  Baron  dc  Bretadl. 

Vol.  I.  I  i  time 
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time  fuch  as  the  Queen's  honour  imperioufiy  prc- 
fcribed. 

This  exertion  of  power  was  certainly  unme* 
rited,  and  its  confcquences  have  fuflSciently 
proved  that  it  was  no  lefs  impolitic.  It  was 
humbling  unneceCTarily  a  powerful  and  numerous 
family^  whofe  rank,  alliances^  refpedability,  and 
fervices  deferved  confideration;  it  was  alienating 
the  firft  Noblemen  of  the  Kingdom,  and  alarm- 
ing every  body ;  it  was,  in  Ihort,  preparing  and 
facilitating  the  Revolution,  by  awaking  ideas  of 
defpotifm  which  the  reign  of  Louis  XVL  had 
buried  in  oblivion,  and  by  excising  a  general 
defire  of  feeing  the  Royal  authority  limited. — 
This  defire,  fo  uanimouily  expreffed  in  the  in- 
ftruQions  of  the  Bailiwicks,  would  have  been 
confidered  b^  an  abfurdity  had  it  not  been  for 
this  incident  of  the  Cardinal  de  Rohan;  and  yet 
it  was  by  ftriving  to  accomplifti  it,  or  at  leaft  un- 
der  that  pretence,  that  the  Monarchy  was  over- 
thrown. It  may  then  be  well  faid,  that  the  un- 
fortunate affair  of  the  Cardinal  de  Rohan  is  not 
lefs  conne6ted  with  the  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution 
than  with  that  of  the  Baftille. 
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